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* It is reported that CI£ agents posing as AID ' 
men are taking part in military operations 'In 
Laos. But no ground troops, mind you. 
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; By JAMES MOARTNEY 

I Obs«rv«r Washington Bureau 

i VIENTIANE, Laos - Prcsp 
'dent Nixon’s charge that North 
.Vietnam has escalated the war . 
in Laos with a huge military 
"buildup is flatly contradicted 
;by official intelligence esti- 
mates here. In fact U.S. em- 
bassy officials here were as- 
tonished at figures cited by 
Nixon in his major policy 
’statement on Laos in which he 
’claimed growing North Viet- 
namese strength, 
l They say it just hasn’t hap- 
pened. But they are reluctant to 


Nixon’s estimates of overall 
North Vietnamese strength . 
were also far larger than 
' anything that makes sense to 
the embassy here. Nixon said j 
total North Vietnamese j 
strength in Laos now is over 
'■ 67,000. 

lie said this was an all-time 
high. 

, The day before he issued the 
statement the official estimate [ 
given here in Vientiane was \ 
50,000 and that figure has been ' 
used repeatedly in Washington ; 
’.for many months. 

Officials here were jolted by i 


the President’s facts and fig- ! 
publicly dispute the President. ", urcs. One wroto a long memo j 
They have frantically been -Whig that the government’s ; 


seeking an explanation from 
Washington but as yet have not 
received even a courtesy reply. 

’ The "buildup” was a key point; 
t in Nixon’s Laos policy state-. 

• ment a week ago. The President. , . 

I said that North Vietnam has; estimates made here. He 
| poured over 13,000 additional' was to,d , that explanation 
’ troops into Laos during the past: could be given until Washington 
few months. He cited this provides new instructions. 

■ buildup as a justification for j Officials have considered it 
the highly controversial in-; possible that the North. Viet- 
crease in U.S, bombing. ! narqcse may have added about 

, J 2,000 troops to their forces 

[ Intelligence estimates here] over the last six months. Up 

to the time of the President’s 
statements, however, they had, 


you know that the embassy 
really would have no interest in 
seeking to downplay North 
Vietnamese strength. 

. "Asked where he . thought 
Nixon may have gotten his 
figures, he replied he must / 
have gotten them from tho air t 
force in Vietnam. ] 

"They’d like to justify the - 
bombing of the Ho Chi Minh 
• Trail in every way they could.” > 
Most intelligence estimates,, 
are not made by the Air Force j 
nor exclusively on the basis of i 
aerial reconnaissance. They are j 
a product of all forms of j 
Information, Including question- I 
lng of prisoners captured doc- ^ 
uments and all other possible : 


credibility again was threat 

cucd in Laos. He suggested , sources, 

that the government furnish an y ■ ^ 
explanation for the President’s ; ‘ 

figures and for the difference , 1 
between those figures and of- 




k ' 


are that North Vietnamese 
strength has not changed sub- 
stantially in the last six 
'months. An official estimate 
i given to reporters JnVicntianc 
!thc day before Nixon’s state- , 
! ment made no mention of any [ 
! kind of buildup in North Viet- j 
'namesc strength. One official 1 
•was asked if he was surprised | 
‘by the figures in Nixon’s j 

statement. . 

i "I was damned surprised,”^ 
•he said, “and I'm damned; 
t surprised there haven’t been, 
'more questions about it." 


not added 2,000 to their. official 
estimate because they consider- 
ed evidence to be inconclusive. 
One North Vietnamese division, 
the 312th, was moved from the 
Hanoi area into Laos last fall. 
Officials say however it is be- 
lioved the division was sent to 
Laos in part to replace losses. 

The embassy here has Us 
own intelligence specialists. In 
fact it is shot through with , 
representatives of the Central. 1 
Intel ligence. Aysncir . One ofii-y 
eta] remarked ’wlSUr. 23.; jguesf | 


• h 


J 




STATINTL 


Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700050001-2 


STATINTL 


Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-0160 



DES MOiWES, IOV/A 
REGISTER 


- r ' ! : 3^ ’ -s? , ■ v: 

■f > ; ' . /.';A .tV. , • ■ , 

: yt\. vi Vv im , 

l; Vtv..-'. AV'-l".' <• :..t ‘ * ■ V”.- 1 -i 


M - v 2.46,841 
S - 514,496 


Aff 


1 3 1 '») 


IVy.;, 

m?:- 


■tk. >.• 


AID a CIA^D 



r*' 

/I ; /.• . v.i.i t * .*./ » ^ • • • ; 

which-Am'ei-ififlns' 


'fSSSi SS&ffSt , .f fi. 

=a«ssss 

development staff in Laos ' ’ .-'i-Tan h0 ;™ vc , r - ^ is something [ else. In 
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j; In modern diplomacy it is common" 1 

fJS3es £ to bTLS 3 ! 5 J° M° r ^f ^ he ^ n ‘ tec i State has; failed to receive 
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U.S. Toppling Dominoes? 


To the Editor: 

It seems certain 


, ... that Nixon 

has adopted the domino theory. 

‘ We are now bombing Laos to 
protect South Vietnam, and 
tomorrow we can bomb 
Malaysia to protect Laos, and 
•the day after that we can bomb 
Formosa to save Malaysia, and 
then maybe we can lay one on 
Hiroshima for old times’ sake, 
to protect Japan from itself, 
and after that we caw demolish 
China and get it over with once 
land for all. 

. Except this time it is not the 
'Communists who are pushing 
jover the dominoes— it is us. 

To be an American these 
days, you must wake ’up in 
state of lunacy or wonder. 

Nixon has said no more 
iVictnams and there we are in 
jLaos, with all those crewcut 
; overgrown boys in the „QIA 
playing James Bond, 


the Plain of Jars. 
Agnew, I suppose 


will start 


election less than half of those 
registered to vote do so and 


some "sort * of "counter-offensive, when there is a City Council 
After all, the CIA and th^ceting the members of the 


Pentagon were having a nice 
little war in Laos until the 
news media started blowing the 
whistle. 

I suggest that Nixon and Ag 
[new and any congressman who 


illCCUlIf, viiv ... - 

Council and of the news media 
far outnumber the audience. 

That may be one of the 
reasons for the declining 
population of Elmira, the 
Ibusiness district which 


votes fund/ for V be ■£?« 


those brave pilots dropping ex 
'.plosives from on high, and 


1 there doesn’t seemi to be any- 
thing we can do about it. 
i We now have a ' Laos- Vietnam 
war and there is .no way to 
disguise that by announcing 
that you are bringing home 
50,000 men while you simul- 
i taneously^8pr^djJeato : acroM 


quired to serve in that country, 
that the great pilots who make 
their living by bombing Laos 
i be brought, home and put to 
work with their hands in a 
slum, and that it is late in the 
I day for Nixon & Co. to get a 
case of Asian infection. 

The Laos-Vietnam war is not 
going away, and if you buy the 
NixoW-Agncw public relations 
job you can be sure that the 
son you have in the first grade 
this year will eventually end up. 

ancnair Id the muck of Asia. } 

However, you don t have to; 
buy that public relations job. In] 
a democracy such as ours we, i 
the people, are the boss and in 
the last analysis we get the 
kind of government we demand 
and deserve. 

Some Elmirans, don t deserve 
good government because when] 
there is a special City Council 


ghost "town, and the poorly 
i lighted and potholed streets. 

If we Americans don’t write 
our representatives and our 
.newspapers, we will surely get 
a larger war in Asia and a bad 
political system, for a 
democracy without participa 
tion is meaningless. 

, EDWARD M. LEPKOWSKI 
■f , ; 1013 Davis St. 

Class of 1970 
’.a City University of New iYork 
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-The Congress Shall Have Power--AII This Ti 
I Thought It Was the C.IA-to Declare War- 
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VIEW U.S. AS SENIOR PARTNER .... 

. Yanks Get Along Better With 

: Laotians Than With Viet Ally 


b I Al IN I L 



BY JACK FOISIE 

Tlm»» SUM wrlltr 

VIENTIANE, Laos— one of the 


.. , . Until last year, the 

. notable differences between the Americans in Laos also 

i V'etnamand Laos * 8 , tbat fe lt restrained in what 

V a 0 u? they could do for the La- 

better with their Lao ally than with otians. With neither press 
i th ?' r Vietnamese counterpart. ; nor congress paying close 

'' nn^rbhtl h , CrC 1 ? cv< : r ba3 be . en attention, it was easier to 
uncertainty over who is the senior! - 

partner. It's the American. Laotian | 
military commanders tend to be 
more willing to accept advice, If 
they sometimes play the American 
' for a fool, it is mostly to gain 
1 personal profit. 

, Loss of / "face" seems hot as : i 
Important. Talking out 


"He’s the greatest leader 
of men and people in the 
world," Buell said, refer-, 
ring to Vang Pao's com- 
mand of an estimated 10,- 
000 Lao army regulars and 

an equal number of gucr- j assistance was possible , 
make allowances for Lao j rlllas. Most of the guerril- , | anc | desirable. , 

inadequacies. las are Mco mountain . | The twin bases have 

As a major participant tribesmen. , j been politically conve-J 

bi raising guerrilla forces Vang I an is a Mco, and nient. Curious congress- 

to stiffen Lao government m ?' 'I. cadcr , of men and reporters are ' 

resistance to the Commu-/?.' , J’"' hjhcsmcn who • shown Sam Thong and’ 
nists, the Central Intelli/ J e 'J 1 , ) 01 Vp ,n » !, jao ?; I kept away from Long , 

important. Talking out a problem f Agency had secre<j 1 ^ 0 . 01 ^ ^ 1 y °'he mS Cheng. Vang Pao tends to 

here doesn't have to be an exercise • fu " d ? « ?P cnd ' Agencies] « v ,”/'4,bl/ AmciSl b * v l ' C al n ou sld ? r ? 1 - , . 

in obtuse diplomacy Candor j. which had to keep public ' Vang Pao's daily trips 

possible. At Pakse, southern Laos : books were ab,e to dis " ? n 3 ho V". beS J. n the hlgh ;‘‘ arc ' dangerous. Only two'' 

the other day, a Lao pilot readily S uise BOme of tbe extra * ,ai ? ds . afte . r bl ® y car ? ® f * weeks ago. the doughty , 

explained that his T-28 P prop plane legal expenditures. Tul® 1 £ !?« .Hi? need ® general, who claims to be . 

bombed only in areas not, heavily 1 Partly because of such T . q 0U JL Jlnlii!! 1 ° n ord V survived his ump- 

contested. The Ho Chi Mfoh Trail comfortable working ar- Darinff an vono to crltl tccnlh crash ' Hi * p,anc ’ 8 t 

and other "hot" places are left Te* S c ' ze Vang Pao ’ or f“ g 1 ? • f lb n ' ' * « 

faster, more expertly flown Ameri -' a <- tbat be bas a challenger', i!®, K e ,° I and t he pilot 

can jets. -Amei leans and Laotians f or p 0WeF( t be 56-year-old crash-landed wi th Vang 

. Genuine coordination, in Mam-. fiH*" heal - ( n“e.® * ? * C “‘ 

■' becaLofLaoSuy. AlrTrlklpi P ^’”5 •Thebe's no other Moo Lj*" 5 P “° a “*P'? 

• forms reflect if "Reauest Lao AF— Pa °’ * er 7 leader of jj v j n g wbo cou ]d do the b , ut E °metimes his deci- 

na < s~. - 

j (Pop) Buell, an Indiana m i ra ^ on makes Buell the c f n advisees- Nor does he 
has never boon debati ovo“r white J£2f target of some criticfom in 4 «!«>’* them of his 

Americans can supervise the distri- 
bution of aid supplies down to the 
village level. • . 


America civilian pilots. , 

Air America is a U.S.' 
government chartered air- 
line in Asia. 

'< Vang Pao is accompa-. 
nied by several non-Asi- 
ans in civilian clothing, 7 / 
presumably CIA and U.S.w 
military men. The flights * 
originate' from Long 
Cheng, Vang Pao's head"' 
quarters just over the hill 
from Buell at Sam Thong. 
There never has been any 
explanation as to why ■ 
there are two air bases 15 
miles apart. Possibly the * 
idea was that separation of 
, civilian aid and military 


The general decided to 
evacuate the road junction 


how the choice is presented. 

Unlike in Vietnam,- in Laos there «« some cm.c.sm m 7 nlan<! 

^nrW S i a n V via?« the lear 3reaS ' But the P — S 

teer aid worker 10 years unscboo i ec j man from Ha- 

a B°- „ , . , , 'milton, Ind., is not unset- > evatua J e * n e roau junction 

The affection is voiced in tled b ’ .. American am- town of Muon S Soui with- 

' The Laotians readily agree . the psuedo-tough language by bassa dors and air directors ■ ‘ ou t a fi eht during the 

task is beyond their capability; The "Pop." • c ome an( j KO but Buc tj ! enemy’s current offensive 

' TZZ S ° W Z ed t0 tak r° <ha rr Deprived of Booze remains So American , ° A n th ? Plai « f *'«?• The 
of American aid cargo from the Ao .„. „. .. . n,, with fhc mod infUipneo nn - Americans did not discov- 

1 mountainous headquar- side. .' 

ters at Sam Thong, "Pop"; Less Confidential " 
replied: "My last malaria v _ „ „ . .. 

attack w.ns a bad one and j.?A Pa< | 8 re,aBons ; 

I've had no booze for three A ^ ican mlllta '7 

months. The general advisera seem less confl 




Vang Pao’s offensive 
over the same ground late 
last summer was his own 
idea. He differed with 
Americans on how far he 


(Vang Pao) told his people J" 1 ^ 1 ^ the season- S should push the retreating 
-i..— ™ al Communist offensive p enemy. They feared that 


drink* goea^ntffe hohffor C-° W wa y, a S alnst ' Vang Pao, with his limited 

three K" Vang Pa0 ' s forces . U is th ® ’ {orccs - would try to gobble 

' "Pon" recinrocates with S e n«rals habit to visit his •' up too much territory. 

i'op redprocaies wun ma j or u . f * nv h».. Thia v * 9 


icnrv-Htitlv* n rai * * for m ^ 0r Unlts eoch He 

! V.MPM* pra ,C 1 V e goes by helicopter or light ' 
Vang rao, — aircraft flown by Air 
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This year's enemy 
comeback with not too 
much resistance by Vang 
Pao's troops may have. 

American 
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NIXON PATIENCE STRAINED 



one 


“gone- to the. people’ 1, in an 


c two methods through which 

r u'/' , Il0m Fiilbrifirhl could be told form-. 

iMily to lessen his mmecessarv mouthing* 
about the U.S. Government’s efforts to settle 
.ooutlioast Asia’s bloody conflicts. 

His latest performance is introduction of a 
resolution that would put the Senate on re- 
cord as opposing use of U,S. air or ground 
forces m loos without prior Congressional 
approval. He complains illogically that the 
Central Intelligence Agency and the Agency 
i or international Development seem to have 
cooperated in an effort to block conquest of . 

Uaos by IN or th Vietnam and the ConunnnisL- • T ... 

Pathet Lao. •• . ■; ; ■ . ; 1‘or one thing; IVlajoritV Leader Mike Mans- 

_ The best method of public deflation of ; > ,1c d is. far .too. sj-mpaflietic' to the “bug-out". 
1 7® . S01 7, '«wiwwco from the chairman * 0 rces, -A ■" • 

P b oreign Isolations Committee would 

be censure by the Senate, calling for ad- 
lercnce to the Committee’s constitutional 
..role m foreign affairs. ' 

. Another would be a hard-hitting' denun- 
ciation by President Nixon. 

Nixon has been most thoughtful in 


seeking Congressional coooeratiou ‘.a hi« 
peace efforts. However, surely there mu«t be 
a limit. Last year, the Senate adopted a 
resolution saving the President should be 
denied authority to connnit troops overseas 
without Congressional anproval, It is net 
.binding, and neither would he the new ?”!- 
bnght resolution. ' 
r ' Fulbnght has “f 

■effort to- force his; :“ppacc-at-aiiY -price" no-, 
tons on the Government; Mr.' Nixon .could 
go to. the peopled’ vyith a far- better .case. "!. 

1 hero, s little, chance for ^Seriate action! 


forces, 

. Ho; did say LHiursday that he failed to : 
see the. point, of ..Hnlbright’s delusion that ■ 
' Communist aggression in Laos is “unrelated' 
to. the war in Vietnam," However, that’s 
.scarcely the reprimand needed. 

It might be up to the President, wlios-* 
patience has been .sorely strained, •■ : 
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HAVE you ever .wo'nclefed 1 why ifor^ 
l-eign aid so often fails? ;? ?«,Ta 

; Well, one good example tyai 'the a to*$ 
jr'ry out of Laos that, £lA agentj^HverO;; / 
'‘•posing as aid workers in a rural dcyelop?! ^ 

? merit mission. 4* 

The CIA men' recruited and-trainedl 
.guerrillas, scouted .enemy , movctrsehts^ 

[ and helped direct' aircrah, from; the 1 
(■'ground: : 

J ■ vWhat, was the effect In the ‘Laotiant 
! ^villages where that occurred?' 

Laotians logicallywouldregard thel 
paid mission as suspect. They would have?' 
.yample reason 'to believe the true purpose* 
[was, not' to help Laotians; £ut tp.forwar^ 
'*P&. military objectivOSi;':> : i^‘>';f:^>' , ^; ; | 

$*■ 'Y S ( uch.’ a conclusion destroys: aid; ot)-i! 

, Jedtives . at their base.; 

J-Z : Let us consider further the. cover w 
[<th e s e CIA’ agents. .The Los; Ahgeles, ; 
.Times dispatch explained .that digging;' 
.■wells, was one of th/s aid objectives. Orfj 
[hand'were 15 '.well-digger'su'pefyisorst;,- 
!Ten of these wera.CI^. agents. V^. $$. 
s ‘ if >' Even' if Laotians did not realize, them;; 
dnllltarytactiVities^ an unawateness : pot$, 
dikely in those circumstances,, *uch;; : aSj 
jjmrplus Of well-digger' superyjlsora'fash'jl 
$ 0 ns ; antmpression either jeojrrnpjdbnjf 
to&grdsd inefficleiic 3 r,^i *• 
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IJ.8. Endorses French Cali .1 
For Withdawal From Laos 


/ 


A French call for the with- 
drawal of 61 V foreign forces 
from Laos, including Ameri- 
can air and North Vietnamese 
ground units, was endorsed 
yesterday by the United 
States. 

The State Department en- 
dorsement came in a state 
ment that also urged that all 
14 nations which signed the 
1962 Geneva accords neutraliz- 
ing Laos “live up to their res 
ponsibilities.” 

The United States has sup- 
ported informal consultations 
.among the 14 nations but 
progress in this direction has 
; not been made because the So- 
viet Union has not responded. 

Further attention on Laos 
- will focus today on the appear- 
ance of Richard Helms, direc- 
< tor of the Central Intelligence 
■- -• ;.L: v> ..-<1 


Agency, In a closed-door ses- 
sion of the Senate Foreign Re- 
lations Committee on covert 
CIA activity. 

Helms was summoned as 
Committtee Chairman J. W. 
Fulbright (D-Ark.) pursued hiVf 
inquiry into reports that great 
numbers of U.S, personnel 
listed as employes of the 
Agency for International D' 
velopment in Laos are actuall; 
CIA agents. 

Published government rec- 
ords show more than 230 
Americans in Laos as AID per- 
sonnel. The personnel are 
listed in a wide variety of cat- 
egories, ranging from “com 
munlty development adviser" 
and "air traffic control ad- 
viser" to public safety advis- 
ers, engineers, and. “area coor- 
'-It ■'.* 


In another development in 
the continuing Laos control 
versy, Senate Democratic 
loader Mike Mansfield (Mont.)- 
(expressed "grave reserva- 
tions” about one Implication 
of a resolution on Laos intro- 
duced by Fulbright on 
Wednesday. 

The Fulbright resolution' 
ould require action by the 
legislative branch, as well as 
by the executive, to justify use| 
of U.S. armed forces "in com- 
bat in or over Laos." 

Mansfield told newsmen 
that he was concerned that 
the resolution, even though 
not binding on the President, 
might Impede U.S. bombing of 
North Vietnamese troops and 
supplies Infiltrated down the 
Ho Chi Minh trails across Laos 
and into South Vietnam. "I 
don’t think anything should be 
done to make it more difficult 
and deadly for our 400,000 
troops in Vietnam," said Mans- 
field. 

Fulbright’s resolution was 
intended to distinguish be- 
tween air interdiction of the 
North Vietnamese Infiltration, 
and what he called “action in 
Laos which is unrelated to the 
war in Vietnam,” Senate 
sources noted. 

In presenting the resolution, 
Fulbright said, “An argument 
might be made that the Ton- 
kin Gulf resolution (of 1964) iv 
broad enough to authorize the ! 
President to engage the armed 
forces of the United States In 
stopping North Vietnamese ( 
traffic headed for South Viet- 
nam over the Ho Chi Minh; 
trail.” But there is no congres- 
sional action authorizing U.S. 
forces to engage in combat in’ 
the war directed against Laos 
Iself, Fulbright emphasized. 

This distinction between the 
two kinds of combat in Laos if 
made , in the "whereas” sec* ! 
tlons of the Fulbright resolu*- 
tlon, but not In the operative’ 
section of it ■ ■ <’• , ■ '• : *- - - 
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Terry And The Pif cites, AFL-CSO 

* ... codfinn 


In a world that is fast losing its 
we suppose it « to liappen- 
Jut nonetheless we were shoekeUtotead 
4at the real-life equivalent of Terry ana 

the Pirates-that is, the. ^pilots flymg 

in the shadowy Laotian war-now have a 
, , union. 


That’s right, a union, just like ^h® wnn «uan m *■«** — — • - — - . 

unions for railroad workers and truck and> n0 doubt , membership in 

drivers. Known as the Far East P whatever passes for a golf club in that 
Association, the union J u jj corner of the wor ld. . 

J "XfrtSuotion forces end. in ; We don’t begrudge the men their pey 
some cases, fly the troops to and and some amenities, for their work 

battle. The new contract gave the pilots , long 0ft hazard and shor t on reward. But 
better pay, plus hospitalization, some how the romance is gone now. After 

surance, home leave, sick lea^ , . ; can you imagine John Wayne with a 

ity system, and even ^ tuition Pa*™ . . un ’i 0n bug stenciled on his Flying Tiger? 


Apparently money— $24,000 to $30,- ; 
000 a year including overtime pay- is a 
major attraction for the pilots, many of ; 
whom are ex-Marines. Though, says one, ^ 
“Practically all of these guys have ^ a . 
streak of Steve Canyon or Terry and the 
Pirates in them or they wouldnt he out 
here.” Many of them also have families 
with them in the Far East, children in 

i l MAmVkAfeliin in 


surante, uuuh* in < : all can you imagine auuu . — L j 

i. vi-’i ^ :t;l •" ^ * ■''r ’’’- 1 ^ Ai ^ 1 111111 * 1 th 

^ J - -■* I r U--~ - J r ! ---< I lie » 
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Asks Congress : Rule - 
on U.S. Laos Policy 



(Chicago Tribunt Prtt* Swlctl 

Washington, March 11— Sen. 
j., William Fulbright [D., Ark.] 
proposed today to advise Presi- 
dent Nixon to obtain congres- 
sional approval to use United 
States troops or airmen in 
Laos. . • 

Fulbright introduced a reso- 
lution stating that it was the 
. sense of the Senate that Ameri- 
'car. military opeprations now 
being conducted in Laos re 
I quire prior approval of Con 
gress under the Constitution. 

No Treaty on Effect 
Fulbright, who is chairman 
of the Senate foreign relations 
committee and a leading Viet 
Nam dove, declared in a state- 
ment: 

"The United States has no 
treaty or other national com- 
mitment to the government of 
Laos or to any faction in that 
country. The Congress has not 
granted authority to the Presi- 
dent to wage war there. 

"As cbmmandcr-ln-chicf, the 
President may use the armed 
forces of the United States to 
defend the United States. Ho 
may have authority to dispatch 
l^tmcrican armed forces abroad 
to protect American citizens. 

"The President docs not have 
authority, however, nor has 
Congress given him authority, 
to engage in combat operations 
in Laos, whether on the land, 
in the air, or from the sea.!’ 

Not Authorized 
Fulbright said an argument 
might bo that the President 
received broad enough author- 
ity under the Tonkin gulf reso- 
lution to use American forces 
to engage North Vietnamese 
troops and supply trains going 
down tho Ho Chi Minh trail 
thru Laos. 

"But neither that resolution 


nor any other affirmative con- 
stitutionhl action by the Con- 
gress has authorized the use 
of any United States armed 
forces in action in Laos which 
is unrelated to the war in Viet ■ 
Nam," he said. 

Fulbright charged the Nixon ; 
administration has attempted 
to, distinguish between combat 
action in the air and combat 
action on the ground. 

'I submit that such distinc- 1 
tion is specious," the senator 
said. ' 

Earlier Fulbright said he 
thinks it is obvious a relation- 
ship exists in Laos between, the j 
agency for international de-i 
velopment and the Central in- 
telligence agency. 

Cites Published Reports 
He cited published reports 
and the testimony, of a reluc- : 
tant AID official to support’ 
this thesis. 

The AID official, Robert H. 
Nootcr, agreed to supply Ful- 
bright's foreign relation com- 
mittee with a memorandum on 
any such relationship. 


STAT1NTL 
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In view of these other cuts, I cannot 
conscientiously and rightfully contend 
that Portsmouth is being discriminated 
against ns compared to other Govcm- 


I am not in the politically hypocritical 
position of lending a light for cutting de- 
fense spending generally but then mlli- 
tantly protesting any cut on defense 


ment shipyards — ns I could, and did, in spending in my State. 

. >• . nn i « Tn «11 /n 1 nrri />nno 


iuv.‘»v — » — 

the ease of the 1964 McNamara- Johnson 
closure order against Portsmouth and 


ojjcuuiue “* 

In all fairness, consistency, and politi- 
cal honesty, how can any Benator or 


Closure oruer u^uuisi* jtui wjuiuuwi . 

which discrimination I proved by facts Representative pressure for large cuts In 

■ ^ _ c on Hint f Via mnnnu an n 


and statistics. 

Nor can any of us contend that we are 
taken by surprise with these cuts, Anyone 


defense spending so that the money can 
be diverted to domestic welfare programs 
and fighting pollution and on the other 


IrtKCll uy suxpilbu WJll.ll HlWf bUW, , - - 

who rend in the newspapers about tho hand demand special treatment for mill- 

. . - . . _ . « . . i * it. A j. ... J nn.ml AofnKKoVmnnfa In nla 


onslaughts of the Defense budget In tho 
Senate last year by the Critics of the De- 


tory and naval establishments In his 
State or district and oppose any econ- 


oennvc mst you uy mu — — ~ ■ ■ ... - . 

portment of Defense and those who were omy and defense cut moves with respect 
pressuring to take away from defense to to ills State or district? 

* _ . . . ii _ ■»* amaa Viahp on n ami 


give to welfare spending and antlpollu- 
tton spending could see what was com- 
ing. 

It was as plain as the nose on your 


In all good conscience, how can any 
of us support cutting everyone else but 
demand special exemption for ourselves? 
If there arc to be cuts, I expect Maine 


it was BS plain us mu tiuou j -v.* Z i Vu. . , i. 

face that money was going to be taken .to take her equitable share of the cuts 

. . . t i.i J _ Ji_.ai.nJ inMinwJ lYtinnlnr nnnnnmv nPliPf 


away from defense and given to the do- 
mestic welfare and antipollution pro- 
grams. 

With the exception of the Safeguard 
ABM, which I think Is worthless, I op- 
posed deep cuts in defense spending and 


directed toward greater economy, better 
domestic welfare and nntlpollutlon pro- 
grams, and fighting inflation — and I 
think that the unselfish people of Maine 
feel the same way. 

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, I 


defended the defense budget against the suggest the absence of a quorum. 

_ ... ... mu. Ai^nnrMn nr>T 7 aTT^Ti r M r P nrn 


Senate attacks on it. 

Nor can we of the Maine and New 
Hampshire congressional delegations be 
surprised, for Portsmouth has been living 
under the closure- 10-year-phase-out 


VI1V .IWUV..VV — - — 

.The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, I 


unaer uie ---- - - — » 

McNamara-Johnson order for more than ask unanimous consent that the order 


iui/iimmu u-uwiinuw** -- — " — — 

5 years since its announcement on No 
. vember 19, 1964. 


for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 


in a way, since Portsmouth is under pore. Without objection, it is so ordered, 
the closure order, it could be concluded Mr. MANSFIELD. I also ask unan- 
that Portsmouth has fared comparatively imous consent that, pending the arrival 
well on this cutback in comparison with of the senior Senator from California, 
Government shipyards that have not the junior Senator from California (Mr. 
been ordered closed — sucli as Boston, Cranston )^be recognized briefly. 
i Philadelphia, and Mare Island. The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 

\ it may be recalled that when I warned pore. Without objection, it is so ordered. 


it, may oe recalled wuen x «»iucu — — 

in a December 16, 1963, Senate speech a The Senator from California is, recog- 
year in advance that a decision had been nized. 


made by Defense Secretary McNamara 
to close the Portsmouth shipyard bui 
that the decision would not be announce 
ed until after the 1964 November elec-/ 
tion, I was excoriated by a Portsmouth 
newspaper, denounced by a Senator, 
charging that I was deliberately "calcu- 


li's — - 

¥' 


HOW WE OBSERVE THE GENEVA 
ACCORDS 

Mr. CRANSTON. Mr. President, yes- 
terday tho Senator from Arkansas, the 
distinguished chairman of the Commit- 


lating to panic the employees,” repudi- tee on Foreign Relations (Mr. Ful- 
ated by another Senator, and contra- bright), rendered a very valuable serv- 
dicted by then Deputy Secretary of ice in discussing Laos, and Introducing 
Defense GilDatric a resolution relating to our military ac- 

Yet, just 16 days after the 1964 No- tiyities there. Among other things he 
vember election, the McNamara-Johnson cited the fact that we are not fulfilling 
, decision to close Portsmouth was an- any i treaty obligation in I tott»» 
nounced by Defense Secretary Me- assistance of Laos. I would like to point 

* J .. _ . . ai .4 4 -V-.nl- mrnn Hrnfoa UFA nro vlnlntmfT B 


Namara exactly as I had warned. 

I have repeatedly talked with Bccrc 


out that, even worse, we are violating a 
treaty signed by our Nation by the mlll- 


I i al^ him to tary actions we arc now taking on the 

tary of Defense Laird urging him to ' nH nnd ln th _ ovcr Laos . . 


rescind the post-clcctlon-1064 Mc- 
Namara-Johnson closure order. On tho 


ground and in tho air over Laos. 

I ask unanimous consent to have 


Treated V Panted in the Record at this point the 
basis Of thOSG talks* X Iiavo repeatedly 1 Mlmrnnf nocodfifin frntvi Iha flpnPVft A(i» 
stated publicly and privately that I saw "levant passages from the Geneva AC- 

faints r s,fbe- There being no objection, the excerpts 
fSanS » to a, IratMul and TO ordered to to prlnladto 0„ Record, 

™ — «»;• 

1963 warning instead of getting their- JESASTEE 


1863 warning instead oi getting uiuu- . 

hnnpq nn faUplv with nniimifitio fal{|’ Mint tho Kingdom of Cambodia, Canada, tho Poo 
hopes up falsely wun optimisuo tarn. ina* ple , g Republlo of China, the Democratic Be- 


I did not feel was Justified. -publlo of Viet-Nam, the Republic of France, 

As one who has fought against cuts in the Republic of India, the Kingdom of Lao*, 
dense appropriations, I am ln u far the Polish People’s Republic, the RepuhUo 


defense appropriations, * mu IU (ft 1M rousa rwp»a twpuuuu, «u« iwpuyuw 
more consistent position to protest a de- of Vlet-Nam, the Kingdom of Thailand, the 
fenae cut In mjr State than some other*. Osin o t Sovtat So ci al iat BapubllM, the 


United Kingdom of Orcat Britain and North- 
ern Ireland and tho United States of Amer- 
ica. ... 

2. Undertake, In particular, that 

(a) they will not commit or participate ln 
any way ln any act which might directly or _ 
indirectly Impair the sovereignty, Independ- _ 
ence, neutrality, unity or territorial Integrity 

of the Kingdom of Laos; 

(b) they will not resort to the use or 
threat of force or any other measure which ' 
might Impair the peace of the Kingdom of 
Laos; 

(c) they will refrain from all direct or In- . . 

direct Interference In the Internal affairs of 
the Kingdom of Laos; 

(d) they will not attach conditions of a 
political nature to any assistance which they 
may offer or which the Kingdom of Laos ./ 
may seek; 

(e) they will not bring tho Kingdom of 

Lnoa In any way Into any military alliance 
or any other agreement, whether military or 
otherwise, which Is Inconsistent with her 
neutrality, nor Invito or encourage her to , 
enter Into any such alliance or to conclude 
any such agreement; , 

(/) they will respect tho wish of the King- 
dom of Laos not to recognise the protection 
of any alliance or military coalition, lnclud- , 
tng SEATO: 

(ff) they will not Introduce Into the King- 
dom of Laos foreign troops or military per- 
sonncl in any form whatsoever, nor will they 
in any way facilitate or connive at the Intro- ' , 
ductlon of any foreign troops or mlUtary 
personnel: 

(ft) they will not establish nor wUI they 
in any way facilitate or connive at the estab- 
lishment In the Kingdom of Laos of any • 
foreign military base, foreign strong point 
of other foreign military Installation of any 
kind; 

(i) they will not use the territory of the 
’ Kingdom of Laos for Interference in the 
Internal affairs of other countries; 

(/) they will not use the territory of any . 
country, including their own for Interference 
. ln the internal affairs of the Kingdom of 
Laos. ... 

For the purposes of this Protocol 
(a) the term "foreign military personnel” 
shall Include members of foreign mUltary 
missions, foreign military 'advisers, experts, 

• instructors, consultants, technicians, obser- 
vers and any other foreign military persons, 
including those serving ln any armed forces • 

In Laos, and foreign civilians connected with 
the BUpply, maintenance, storing and utili- 
sation of war materials; 

Mr. CRANSTON. The President stated, 
in his report on Laos last Friday, that 
the North Vietnamese were escalating 
tho Laos campaign in violation of the 
Geneva accords. Any introduction of 
* military personnel into Laos is a viola- 
tion of those accords. We are escalating, 
too, in violation of the accords. 

I suspect that the first to violate the ; 
accords were the Communists or North 
Vietnam. I presume this although I do 
not know it. Conceivably we had military • 
personnel ln there, or began to recruit 
tho Mco mcrcemaries, bclore the Com- 
munists moved in from outside. 

This did not happen, I point out inci- ' 
dentally, under the Republican admin- 
istration of President Nixon. Except for 
the current escalation, the violations be- 
gan under a prior, Democratic admin- 
istration. 

The Communists deny that they are 
violating the Geneva accords; so we deny 
that we are violating the Geneva ac- 
cords. If we consider that the Geneva^ . 
accords are null and void because of 
i Comiriunist violation* of them and what - 
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\ By COL. R. D. I 1 EINL JR. 

| New, MillUr, Ati»lr»l 

i WASHINGTON — Whether 
j the attack of Laos jitters in \ 


LAOS SHARES common i 


communications zone for both 
sides. 

' Its potential importance to 
both is heightened in that it 
affords a direct access for the 
Communist powers to Thai- 
land. Thailand is the largest 
country and principal Ameri- 
can ally in Southeast Asia 


i the Senate and segments of ■/ frontiers with almost every 
i the press results front hyper- ; other state, in Southeast Asia: 

1 seiisitivity to “another Viet- , with China, the two Vietnams, 
j nam“ or a desire to score s Cambodia, Thailand, and 
I points on the Nixon adminis- . Burma. ' . 

tration, or both, the subject I As one planner remarked, 
is one which -needs to be put “Almost any straight line 

into military perspective. , from here to there, as the - ... -- 

The fact that one or five, or crow flics in Southeast Asia, Even so, there are few mili- 
even -7 ArnnHcan advisers ; passes through Laos." 1 . Jary or political planners who 

■ * * lo , t t ], c ; r lives in/ Laos therefore lies astride would claim that Laos repre- 

1 Jhi/ obscure and intermittent ' the interior communications* » ■ sents a vital interest of the 

as rAJ’&isfS'-:"® i. 

{ years) doesn’t make Laos ■; state for Thailand and Cam- 


Thcse provide interior com- , 
munications and airlift to sup- 
port anti-Communist bands 
and agents and tribesmen ini 
remote mountains and jungle. ■? 

TO TAKE CARE of all the ] 
foregoing U.S. activities, • 
President Nixon states that 1 


o 


. For that matter, the Ch “» .“ d N ° ,lh 

1 ! that certain U.S. military pco-jt Vietn jn. howeVeri of Ua . 

pie in Laos are drawing com- . tant North Vietnamese viola- 
. bat pay means nothing more ^ Geneva ac- 

1 than .that their duUcs involve . neutralizing 

i individual hazard on u ng , rtnimirv instead of ■ 

«?.A- 5 C 5 ;S?« 7 SSJS ! 


life of a single Kansas boy. 
s Despite Senator Mike Mans- 
field’s statement- last week 
that "Wc are up to our necks 
in Laos.” the facts hardly 
bear out the metaphor. 


we have 1,040 Americans in 
the country. Fulbright says 
.we are paying over $160 mil- 
'lion a year for what he char- - 
ncterizes as “a well fleshed- 
out war." 


•/The reason why American ■, 
involvement in this covert 


to be a dangerous place in a jl Vietnam s, is a 
i war whose guerilla aggres- ' communications »ne. 

sors proclaim: “The front 
1 everywhere." ' 


Turps. '• communications zone. ... , 

Snt is 1 Along the Ho Chi Minh Trail 
, ; in eastern , L aos - moro t * ian , 

’ ' ' ‘ 


NEITHER FACT ought to j half a million North Vietnam- 
! be used to try to hang some fese soldiers and countless 

” thousands of tons of supplies 

and weapons have marched 
since 1964 through the jungle 
to invade South Vietnam. 


I UC UdVU IV J "O - 

‘ kind of credibility gap on Mr 
Nixon, which apparently is 


f the object of some of the Laos 
! hand-wringing. There is noth- 
1 ing in the Constitution which 
i requires the' President to tell 
1 all he knows, especially when 
there are good reasons not to. 
t A thiird cause for alarm — 
the recent Communist recap- 
ture of the Plain of Jars from 
the Ladlian government— has 
to some extent been defused 
by the Communists them- 
l selves. 

1 Prince Souphanouvong (the .. 


Of these, 67,000 Communist 
i troops have occupied, and to- 
j 'day are operating, in northern 


and eastern Laos. 


BESIDES ITS strategic lo- 
■ cation, Laos, in the eyes of 
Hanoi, is part of the old 
French Indochina which was 
Ho Chi Minh’s goal to com- 
munize. 

Laos, in other words, . con- 

iVLX&iZ fipgTJrtsa. 22 JZ 

recent offensive was a "politi- - 
cal" attack intended to lay’ 
favorable groundwork for in-’ 
temal negotiations, rather 
than a North Vietnamese esca-; 

' lation of the war. 


Phu, the crucial battle of the 
French Indochina War, was 
fought for control of a route 
between Laos and North Viet- 
nam. 

For all the foregoing rca- 
t sons, Laos, remote, sleepy, 




j is worth 


i are geograj 
i 



BESIDES OVERT advisory 
work with the Royal Laotian 
Army and Air Force, our 
main military involvement is 
clandestine but extensive «QA_ 
support of Neo tribesmen, J 
blood enemies of the North 
Vietnamese and of the Viet 
Minh before them. 

Under Gen. Vang Pao, the 
Meos have a 36-00G-man tribal 
army that does more fighting 
than all the regular Laotian 
forces put together. We sup- 
ply and advise the Meos, 
mainly using Special Forces 
teams under CIA control, , for* 
mer Green Berets hired by 
the agency. 

In the air, the U.S. Air 
Force flics extensively over 
Laos from Thailand bases, as 
do Navy pilots from Tonkin 
Gulf carriers. . 

Nearly 200 U.S. pilots and J 
crewmen are said to have j 
been missing from flights j 
over Laos since 1964. . | 

Ever since the recent Plain, 
of Jars defeat, B-52 strikes 
have also been flown against 
North Vietnamese formations 
in Laos. 

The CIA operates two air 
lines in Laos, Continental Air 
j Services and Air America, j 

: fc,..',’! ■ 8 ■ »i,l i i J.W f- 


•Ava r has been kept s ecret is 1 
not a desire to deceive the’ 
public, as Senators Mansfiicld, ; 
Fulbright and McGovern, j 
among others, have charged. -J 
The Geneva accords, nego-1 
tiated by President Kennedy . 
and Nikita Khrushchev in ( 

1962, provide for complete 
L military neutralization of i vast* 


Laos. We complied faithfully, - , 




hrc andgeopoli 


IK I uy m ■» 

; t , ‘Jess. imports bUfjfer..and,|| 


Jjnua. - t 

“but the Communists did not.) 

Only when we realized that 
they were keeping thousands 
of troops in Laos, in violation 
of the accords, did we again - 
phpse in American advisers. 
/As the Communiist presence 
mou nted astronomically, ours , 

rose modestly to present lev- < 

els. , • 

, But today, Hanot will not , 
acknowledge the prcscnce ot , 
a single North Vietnamese ,, 
soldier in Laos. ’ 

Until it does, wc cannot be : 

the Hirst to admit involvement : 

and thus submit o urselves to_ 
world flagellation as a treaty 
breaker. . '■ 

Hanoi, of course, is under, 
no internal pressure to ’ con 
fcs 4 , and has no public opinion^ 
^answer to, 4 

In Hanoi they have no Mc * 3 
Governs or Fulbsights 1 to com.., 
’ plicate their war eff ort- > 


If 
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U.S.-Backed Laotian 
General Scorned by- 
Other Army Leaders 


(One of the stopovers / 
that amuses him Is Dis- 
neyland.) 

The Americans Rive 
Vang Pao's army— both his 
| regulars and guerrillas — 
the latest equipment and 
in bountiful quantities. 
Most of the regulars now 
have M-IGs, the U.S. 
rifle. 


lish attitude of his fellow 
generals in full measure. 
He sometimes rejects a 
summons to Vientiane for 
general staff strategy, 
meetings. 

Recently the premirr. 
acting upon the urging of 
•.the American am*- tnr, 

arranged for a nr-. ■ v > 

tour of Vang Pao’s "from 
l.to gain world admiration 
’and sympathy. Vang Pan 
torpedoed the visit with 
the lame explanation he 
was 111 and the area inse- 
. cure. 

In this standoffishness 


i.: 


▼ au5 * — * uic ,r»i»»u»»vw«f ~ . the North Vietnamese 

ist eager to fight' (Pop) Buell, who super- eause . providing he thinks however, Vs 
>.His admirers, vises the distribution of te-,‘j, e bas Hanoi's promise to his Ameri _ 

er Napoleon." » lief supplies to thousands . uppor t a separatist atate. > ■ . . ou . j n the high 

. _ . ' .. «, a ^u n UrfK refugees fn**v i Right Win mun 6 

louncils of strategy and 


BY JACK FOISIE ; 

' Tlmn ItiH Wrlltr 

• ■ 1 * . ; » 

VIENTIANE— One, of- the many, 
problems worrying .'the American 
mission in Laos is that It is heavily' 
supporting a general who isde- 
: spiscd and distrusted by other Lao- 
military leaders. 

The U.S. A rmy. In association witlv 
the Central Intelligence Agency, Is 
assisting Gen. Vang Pao in northeast- 
Laos because: 

—That is where the enemy is most 
• active. 

—An enemy advance from • its 
northeast bases threatens both the 
royal capital of Luang Prabang, 
where ' the king lives, and the 
Mekong River city of Vientiane, 

where almost everyone else lin 

government lives. he is abetted by an irascl- 

—Over the years Vang Pao has ble American, S e a g a r 
. been the general most eager to fight', (Pop) Buell, who super 
the Communist foe. *■«— 

still call him "another 

Leader .1 Meua.ata tm <• 

The generals In the other four 

military field commands in Laos do 
rot like Vang Pao because he is not a 
Lao. He is a Meo— a leader of moun- 
tain people whom the lowland Lao- 
tians look upon as an inferior race. , , „ 

Lao generals, and the entire. ,j can whom 
aristocracy of this feudal kingdom, '\ rus ^ s » 
are related to the royal family or 

3 WS* * 

allegiance to the government of 
Premier Souvanna Phouma, himself 
a royal prince. 

None of them accepts Vang Pact as 
an equal but as a Montagnard, a 

French word used derisively in ,. ini nugn ire niumuaino v» 

• Southeast Asia for savage. French- ; -northern Thailand. Laos 

• educated themselves, the generals ^ nd Vietnam. Other sour- 
consider Vang Pao's French as ces believe the number Is 
vulgar, which it is. Before he. came a 
Lao army general, he was a French 

, army sergeant and learned the 
language in the barracks. 

Furthermore, the generals are 
jealous of the Meo's favored status 
with the Americans. On occasion,; 

Vang Pao is treated to ail American- 


been fortified by the help 
he has obtained for them 
from the Americans. Air 
drops of rice and other 
essentials to Mens fighting 
nr — as need he — retreat- 
, Ing from the Communists 
have high priority. 

The doughty chieftain's 
1 concern for his people 
‘.seems genuine. With his- 
guerrillas supported by; l r 
‘the Central Intelligent 


large numbers of soldiers 
who deserted, 

Vang Pao Is trying to 
establish a defensive line 
on high' ground south and 
west of the Plain of Jars. 
This half- moon line 
stretches some 75 miles 
through jagged mountain 
country. Even by Laotian 
standards, his posi- 
ins are believed to be 
Inlv held. 


Despite American pres- 


Army's best 

Vang Pao, being no dip- ■’ ».<•.. 

Jomat returns the chur- . Agency and his regulars sure, no regional comman 
Uch atf H uHa Of his fellow “ ’ bv the U.S. Army and Alridcr has yet been persuad- 

J that he should allow 


Force, Vang Pao fights on be shlftcd to Va ng 

while "Pop Buell haras- p af)(g command , 
scs the U.S. AID mission Each of the other gener- 
for more help for the als can claim, with some 
refugees justification, that his sec- 

; The Laotian establish- tor Is also under attack. In 
ment here Is more than 
Irritated with the Ameri- 
can generosity toward 
V-ug Pao. Its leaders 
warn that at a crucial time 
in the Laotian war he will 
try to form a "Meo nation 
In northern Laos. 

They believe that Vang 
Pan will abandon h 1 s 
American friends and join 


fact, there Is evidence that 
the enemy Is purposely 
putting light pressure on 
government positions in 
all other areas and rocket- 
ing several Mekong River 
towns just to keep troops 
from being transferred to 
the northeast. 

If military considera- 1 
tlons were paramount. 

Vang Pao and 
can hackers 


V ; 

.other hill tribes. He has 
worked with Vang Pao for 
nine years and is regarded 
by many as "the one Amer- , 
Vang\ Pao 

UHlBi 

Vang Pan's strength 
„tcms from his leadership 
. of the majority of the Mro, 

' although some fight for 
i,the Communists. The 40- . 

' year - old general claims 
• 4r»0,000 followers scattered 
..through the mountains of 


much lower. 

His rise to power has 
' been achieved through 
years of tribal politicking 
and the accumulation of a 
number of wives to form. 

. it t 


important, alliances. 

vang raw is ireawu *w Vang Pao's position as 

financed trip to the' United- SLites,'' *j c |n <7" of the Meo* ha* ■ . - 
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„ separatist 

The theory Sounds fuzzy 

T_ but almo3t everythlng 
does in Laos, 

The uneasy relationship 
between Vang Pao and 
other Lao generals has pre- 
cipated a minor crisis now, 
for to stem further enemy 
advances In his region 
Vang Pao needs more 
'troops. None of the other 
general seems willing to 
give him any of their 
forces. ’ 

j Many Desertions 
!■ Military observers esti- 
mate that Vang Pao’s re- 
. gulars, who may have 
once numbered 18,000 are 
down to 10,000 or fewer. 
Combat losses were re- 
ported to be relatively 
light In recent fighting on 
!the Plain of Jars, but by 
*11 Indication*, there were 


belies. With increased 
Jose U.S. air support of 
fcynl Lao army troops, all . 

bmmanders appear to, .. 

lave added capability to 
ppist the enemy. 

I However, there is an- 
ither factor involved tn 
fhe reshuffling of troops. 

So commander likes to 
torn over men to another ^ 

general because then his 
payroll declines. 

It is a well-established* 
practice in Laos that the 
( larger the roster on pay 

day, the richer the general f 
becomes. The general get*/ 

’ his cut of the American- 
provided fund* for tk* 
troops. . . 
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Jack K of o<m! Says 


Palace Guard Failed 1 

' ' __ I' 1 ! 

On Facts About Laos ■ 


' 1 Sometimes the Palace i ' 

..Guard, hard as they try to-j ’ 

‘keep presidents guarded j ‘ , Bame boat, but efforts will be 
•from bad news and wrong ut-U ma d e to keep the death, of 
: terances foul up the details. | r any other Americans on the 
; Mr. Nixon tried to smooth j ground a deep secret. Don 
( out strong public reaction to j' sanche, who reported the cay 


PRESIDENT Nixon foundftf IN -SHORT, the professor! ., 
himself in somewhat the -/ who once was supposed to ,'. 

teach’ American youth some- 1 ;, 


•• \ 

student had even received his' 


i-the air war in Laos by saying . sualtics, was ordered out of 
I not one American there had I: the area. If any othef Ameri- •' 
J been killed in ground action ; can "advisors’* get blasted '1 
by the enemy. Then, a free ;H n to eternity, the government j 
• lance journalist, Don Sanche, will have a Chance to do a 
’Tevealed that not only 26 ci- 
i vilians, but an Army officer, 
had suffered fatal wounds. 

! This' made Mr. Nixon look 
pretty bad, and his phrase 
, polishers huddled to find a 
way out. They .tried to make 
out a case that when the Viet 
Cong # unned".' down the 
■Americans they really 
weren’t engaged in ground 


that got out of hand? 

Government efforts make 
it seem a war's not a war un- 
less there’s infantry in it — . 
that the loss of hundreds of 
aircraft and 600 American I 


thing about life as well as f 
chemistry figures it’s better.' 
for a healthy guy to sit on] 
his frances with a pipe and a'.-j 
can of beer than' to earn the 
dollars he. gets. Mri Wiley 
suggests that charity is easi- 
er than sweat and calloused] 


. considered a miracle. 

Half a century ago the 
great industrial complexes, 
didn't comb graduating class-j 
es for talent. They waited for , 
young men to come to them.] 
A friend of mine, Geary Lau-, 
der, graduated from the engi- 
, neering school of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania. He ap- 

vlittle doctoring on the news. V hands; that anyone who’d' plied for a job with the big- 

Are you listening, Mr. Vice it work when he can get by gest construction firm in the 

President? j ; without it is a long eared ]’ city. After studying his rec* 

+ * * ^ y jackass. Leary ruins bodies ]’ ord, it agreed to take him on. 

' There’s alwavs somebody \r and minds with his espousal ;■ Pay? Don’t be ridiculous. For 

! .to drag his profession or] ’ drugs. Wiley Is doing all ■ ^ — J 

■ cause to a bottom ■ ipot 1 ■ be ca n to make America a 
j-.low rung of public opinion. .. nation of loafers. Work, Pro- 

j Judge Julius Hoffman did it - fessor Wiley would have you ' working. For the next six; 

I for the judiciary. Rap Brown believe,' is degrading. Maybe , he’d pay nothing and neither 

did his own people a great !, he cou, d make waiting for f would the company. In the 

action. So, what the heck ■! disservice when he alleged- j « tjie welfare check more bear-; second year he would start at 

was it, a strawberry festival , j incited to riot and arson. *) able if he could get the gov- ] $25 a week. Now, young 

He said that if blacks didn't- 'ernment to suoply LSD free p men, still wet behind the 

get what they wanted, they’d : , t0 ' ihp $1600 a year recipi- , ears, begin at $12,000 to 

burn America down. He ad- • ; I'ente. , ” ... ^ , ’ ■* ,!,nnn v -»' w,SM “» ,n 

vised his listeners to get guns i i *y *•' .* ■ 

and kill all the whites they , Th e stupidity of some pro-’; 
could. Now, a former chemis- t ^ es ^ crs > s beyond imagining, 
airmen doesn’t make Laos a & try pro f e ssor has joined Tim-,] General 'Electric, as do other' 
real battleground no matter/, othy Leary in smudging they" lar 8 G corporations, send toJ 
what semanticists say. That's |t fl teaching image. T.">amnu« „„ 


the first six months Geary; 
had to pay five dollars a; 
week for the privilege of; 


$15,000. Yet, at Wisconsin 
all this was protested. It's 
unimaginable, but that’s the 
way, it was. - i 






war, and all the public infor 
mation officers on the pay 
roll can’t change its complex- 
ion in the slightest degree.. 
But the Palace Guard goofed, 
just as it did with Dwight D, 
Eisenhower, Ike wasn't told 
that the CIA had ordered re- 
, connaissanTO— flights over 
■ Russia. When one of our spy 
^planes was shot down, the 
! president emphatically an- 
i nounced it wasn’t true, be- 


cause the United States nev- 


er had .planes in Soviet air 
■ space. Next day Ike had the 
/reddest face in Washington, 
and when his ears burned, 
j heads were lopped off. ’ ”, 

,U-U. - y ,f‘ ^ 


President Nixon’s welfare 
scheme guarantees a mini- 
mum income of $1600 a year 
for a family of four but re 


"campus on recruiting mis- 
sions. They offer fine start- t 
ing pay and glittering poten- 1 

'tifllc (<prmfo cunt thn Ifni-')! 


tials. Scouts sent to the Uni- 1 
versity of Wisconsin were jj 

iui » SMimij v» kvm *v M * l 

nuircs recipients to accept. 1 chased away, because under- 'J 
jobs or job training if they* graduates didn't approved 
are able to do so. George Wi- j General Electric’s posture on;] 
ley, who gave up pedagogy:, the .war. In any age but this, 
to become director of the Na- 1 the, offer of .a fine future, a ‘J 
tional Welfare Rights Orga- j paid Jdb^e yett, before 

nization, roars like a lion in j .. 

the mating season about! ' 

that. Wiley swears: "Nobody 'i ■ ., , , 

is going to force us to work 1 • 

in order to get welfare. Our f . ]■ ' './•'] , 

.interest is in keeping people'* ; ; •• ] : ./ : . 

from accepting menial jobsC . '•.. ' ’ ' -'.'v. '■•■' 

or: go through the revolving j 'y ' 

.doors of a, training program." • 
wu. M ..r • • 
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A bottomless pit I 


Capitol Hill . • • 


WASHING TOM,D.C.— The 
North Vietnamese offensive in 
Laos may or may not be a 
challenge to President Richard 
Nixon and a test of his 
announced new policy of 
lessening U.S. participation in 
Asian wars. ; 

This country has not been 
wholely under the control of 
its government very much of 
the time since the 1960 Geneva 
accord declared it neutral. The 
Communists have held the 
eastern part of the country for 
many, uninterrupted years. 
That is the area which includes 
the Ho Chi Min trail. 

But last year a wglA" 
organized' and equipped army 
helped government forces push 


North Vietnamese pffenswe 
retook the plain; if military 
operations continue find the 
enemy seeks to overthrow the 
government and capture the* 
capital and the rest of 4h< 
country, Mr. Nixon would be 
very much on the spot. 

For the war in Laos is jparfc 
of the war in Vietnam. The. 
■three Presidents preceding Mr. 
Nixon were aware of this and 
the late President Eisenhower,' 
•who would not commit U.S. 
soldiers to Vietnam, was ready 
to fight to keep the 
Communists from taking Lads. 
But Congress is nervous over 
any U.S. involvement in Laos, 
fearing it might escalate. 

The President knows the 


the" Reds out of the Plaine des American people are in no 
Jarres, where they had been in mood for such a turn of events 
control since 1964. The recent . but he also feels he can’t all 



01-2 


A 


the enemy to take the country, 
which would almost surely 
place a stamp of failure on the 
Nixon Doctrine. That is why, 
for the first time, U.S. heavy 
bombers went into action over 
the plain recently. 

This prompted a warning 
Cron* Moscow, perhaps 
stemming from a fear of 
counter U.S. escalation.” 
Washington meanwhile let it be 
Known, even though various, 
tjrptivbers of Congress were 
Spalding out against any U.S. 
participation in the struggle,' 
that it considered the situation 
very serious. 

it would be almost 
impos:,ibi<; for the President to 
do nothing if the enemy sought 
to take over the country 
completely. That is because the 
next step, would amost surely 
be .penetration of Thailand, ~ 
i YfhW border adjoins the 
j-: western - Laotian border now 
nrvlerjgovernmet.t control. The 
(US/ has no treaty obligations 
with Laos but does with 
I Thailand, and has bases and 
men stationed in that country, 
t If the enemy offensive, then, 

1 continues, and Thailand 
appears to be the ultimate goal, 
Mr. Nixon will be under very 
s heavy pressure to react. The 
, only question is how and when 
because of the' lack of 
’enthusiasm in both Congress^ 
and among the public in • ’ 
general. . ' V- 

&W w.wi'i- < , vi n t i . i Jy.U.v5 -: . ./mi 
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1 WASHINGTON, March 11 
• (AP). -Sen J. W. Fulbright 
l said Wednesday he thinks it 
f- is obvious a relationship ex- 
ists in Laos between the 
r. Agency for International Be- 
f velopment and the Central In* 

1 telligence Agency, 
i The Arkansas Democrat 
and chairman of the Senate 
!• Foreign Relations Committee 
■[, cited published reports and 
j' the testimohy of a reluctant 
f AID official to support this 
l thesis. Then he added: 

••If it is true, it is only 
l another sign warning that we 
: arc in over our heads.” 

[ promises memorandum 
T he AID official, Robert H. 
Nooter, agreed to supply the 
committee with a memoran- 
dum on any such relationship 
after stating: ‘‘Or guidance 
on these matters does pre- 




“As usual with those who 
put their trust in a foe who 
has an unbroken record of ' 
betrayals," Bcllmon said,.; 
“the senator seeks to put the, 
onus on the back not of the { 
enemy but of the American; 
President.” . ; 

A new attack on the admin- > 
istration was delivered by , 
Sen. Stephen M. Young (D., 
0.), who asserted Mr. Nixon s ' 
statement on Laos last Fn- j 
day "represents a massive ; 
effort by officials of the de* < 
fense establishment of the 
United States to deceive the 
American people.” 

The question of the relation- 1 
ship between AID and the j 
CIA was raised by Fulbright . 
at . a hearing on Nooter’s nom- i 
Ination to ho assistant AID | 
administrator for Vietnam. 


Oil uieae iiiotviii a uwwo ^ — , , , i 

elude us from affirming or< He has been deputy assistant! 

1 ^denying” in public reports! administrator for the rest of , 
Mhat AID serves as a front for ( Southeast Asia, including t 
the CIA in Laos. Laos. _ . ^ 

Fulbright said he is sure, if : Fulbright asked about a v 
no relationship exists, that report that some AID person- j 
Nooter would denounce the , ncl in remote areas of Laos 


reports. 


On the Senate floor, moan- . trollcrs. 


iivi •«« * — - 

servo also as forward air con- 


i' 


while, Sen. Henry Bcllmon 
(R., Okla.) defended Pres- 
ident Nixon’s handling of the 
situation in Laos and Vietnam, 
while delivering a sharp at-j 
tack on criticism last week 

by Sen. Edmund S. Muskie wmen nave ,uew ««.»»»» **° 
(D., Me.), a potential 1972 J oiA fronts, Nooter said the 


To the best of my knowl- J 
edge," Nooter replied, “that • 
is, not true.” ’) 

Asked then about AID’S . 
relations with Air America ■' 
and Continental Air Services, * 
which have .been described as j 
rwA fVrvntc Vfwvtpr said the ? 


rival of Mr. Nixon. 

‘CUT AND RUN’ 1 

Bcllmon noted Muskie’s call 
for renewed efforts for ncgotl-,, 
ations, including a firm U. S,, 
withdrawal plan linked to "an^ 
informal arrangement re-; 
garding the withdrawal of: 
I North Vietnamese forces.” 


two lines perform various | 
services for AID, including |j 
transportation of rise to Lao- '? 
tian refugees. • >,.• 

He said, in response to a » 
further question, that he bo- j 
llcves Air America is owned • 
“by a Taiwan-based corpora-,- 
tion.” lie added would sup- ' 



.rt , ^ - 


, The o“n‘°5?cn " 

clarcd, “This is lust a prefab- formw 

ricatcd excuso ti cut and ^«_Louls businessman. — 
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Fulbright Proposes 
Hill Rebuke on Laos 


i 


> Sen. J. W. Fulbright (D-Ark.) 

| introduced a resolution ycsler- 
[day challenging the ir -• of 
American armed forces “In 
1 combat In or over Laos" with- 
' out congressional action. 

I. The chairman of the Senate 
1 Foreign Relations Committee 
1 nhd several other members of 
■ Congress pursued their' oppo- 
sition to U.S. policy in Laos 
} despite recent statements in 
i which President Nixon denied 
k any intention to send ground 
,* combat troops into Laos and 
said there arc only ,1,040 

I t Americans on the ground in 
Laos. 

“Efforts have been made to 
distinguish between combat 
V action in the air and combat 
action on the ground," said 
; Fulbright, blit "I submit that 
■ such a distinction is specious.” 
j' Fulbright was referring to 
3 * President Nixon’s first official 
i acknowledgement that U.S. 

J aircraft are engaged in “com- 
bat air operations" in north- 
. ern Laos at the request of the 
[ Lao goyernment, as well as 
“air operations” to “interdict” 
*, North Vietnamese troops and 
supplies sent down the Ho Chi 
jjMinh trails to South Vietnam 
i “The President does not 
shave authority ... nor has 
?, Congress given him author- 
. ■ity,” said Fulbright, "to en 
\ gage in combat operations in 
iLaos whether on the land, in 
• the air or from the sea. 

“Two years ago by an over- 


By Murrey Marder 

WMhlmton Post Staff Writer 

staff in Laos are actually Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency men. 

At a confirmation hearing 
for Robert H. Npoter of Mis- 
souri to be an assistant admin-: 
istrator for AID, in charge of 
the Vietnam program, Nooter, 
reading from a prepared state- 
ment, said: 

"We prefer that these mat- 
ters should not be discussed — 
either confirmed or denied— 
in public session." 

Fulbright retorted: "I think 
it is obvious from both the ar- 
ticle (a newspaper article by 
Jack Foisle of the Los Angeles 
Times) and your reluctance to 
speak that , a relationship 
exists . . . otherwise the re- 
port would be denounced as a 
gross libel on the integrity of 
your agency.” 

Sen. Stephen M. Young (D- 
Ohio) said the disclosures of 
operations "of our CIA in 
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Laos and of our air and 
ground forces” are "shocking,” 
and “in direct violation of the 
national commitments 
resolution . . ." 

An attack from the opposite 
direction came from Sen. 
Henry Bellmon (R-Okla.) who 
defended U.S. policy in Viet- 
nam and in Laos. Bellmon ac- 
cused Sen. Edmund S. Muskie 
(D-Maine.) of advocating in a 
National Press Club speech 
last week a “cut and run pol- 
icy” in Vietnam. Bellmon said 
‘the senator seeks to put the 
onus on the back not of the 
enemy but on the American 
Preal^o^wbomoytK'^ ho may 

'' •"* V" •’ • Iv*. • ' 


Approved For 


/whelming vote,” said Ful- 
; bright, "the Senate went on 

• record stating that a national 
} commitment to a foreign 
| power arises only from affirm* 

| alive action taken by the cxcc- 
sutive and legislative branches 
J. . . The Senate must not re- 
•main silent now while the 

President uses the armed 
'forces of the United States to 
'fight an undeclared and undis- 
closed war in Laos." 

• What Fulbright proposed is I 
a "sense of the Senate" resolu- 
tion, in effect rebuking the | 

.President for failure to com- 
‘ ply with the national commit- 

i ments resolution. 

J* Fulbright', ali|o Clashed - yes- if 
i terday with a nominee for ttye ‘ 

Agency for Internationl Dcvel- 
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f REPEAT PERFORMANCE? 
i’ President Nixon, in a major policy 
speech last November, said, “I believe 
L that one of the reasons for the deep 
\hvision about Vietnam is that many i 
Americans have lost confidence in j 
what the government has told them 
about our policy. The American 
people cannot and should not be 
asked to support a policy which 
involves the overriding issues of war 
and peace unless they know the truth 
about that policy.” 

This is the kind of logic which 
should, but doesn’t, govern the 
Administration’s flow of in formation, - 
not only in regard to Vietnam, but to 
neighboring Laos as well where we 
seem bent on repeating the same 
pattern of mistakes, operating under 
the same lack of government and 
1 military candor, that led us into the 
, Vietnam mess. 

The President has paid lip service to 
full public disclosure, but his practice 
has been quite the opposite. It is only 

■ now, after continual prodding from 
\ Congressional critics and news reports 

■ filed from within Laos, that the 
| American public is beginning to get 

true wind of what has been going on 
in Laos. 

[ ■ Until this week, for example, we 
1. were not told that American military 
I ground forces have been killed during 
battles in Laos; we have not yet been 1 
; told the full truth as to the number of 

■ American fliers who might have lost 
their lives in air missions over Laos; 

i we have not been told how much 
money we have poured into Laos, 
f- what this money has purchased in 
terms of equipment, manpower and. 
operations; and above all -- what for? j 

Now for the first time, the U.SJ 
' military command in Saigon indicates^ 

■ a reluctant willingness to discuss the 
extent of America’s military 
involvement in and over Laos; 
heretofore, it was an unmentionable 


subject, off limits in military jargou to 
the press, who were also refused 
permission to visit the American-run 
bases in Laos. 

Finally, a reporter for. the New 
York Times took a fifteen mile hike 
through the forests of Laos with some, 
other newsmen and wrote a first hand 
report on an airport operation there 
involving the QA^U.S. planes and 
supplies. And there' are American 
ground forces in Laos too, most of 
them ex-Green berets, hired on CIAi 
contract to “advise” and ‘’train”' 
Laotian troops. In truth, they are 
temporary CIA personnel no longer 
connected with their army units, a 
subterfuge which the U.S. employed 
to say it had no soldiers fighting in 
Laos. 

If there’s any merit to the truism 
that those who don’t pr<jfit from their 
mistakes are doomed to repeat them, 
we have only to - look at what’s going 
on in Laos, where the same kind of 
pattern we saw in Vietnam is now. 
being unveiled next door - where we] 
/are becoming involved in the internal 
/military affairs of a foreign country,* 
/fraught with the danger that' 
^Washington will involve the American \ 

people in another illegal, ill-advised- - ; 
war. 

Let’s hot allow those who would 
repeat the past mistakes of Vietnam 
to get away with* it a second time 
[around in Laos. ' ; ( / 


v ;* . ; . ■ 

•’> w* ft * -• : -j 
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Nixon’s Statement On Laos 
Does It Really Lead At All? 


Suddenly, President Nixon sounds like ; 
a president who never heard the sad story 
of Lyndon B. Johnson, 1 

Suddenly, another benighted piece of 
Asian real estate seems to be moving him 


to be promptly and embarrassingly clari- 
fied in hair-splitting explanations by lower-\ 
ranking White House spokesmen. . . "i 
The sick feeling generated by the Nix-; 
on statement on Laos is, not a matter of j 


to utter a familiar kind of double talk: No, fearing that Presidept^ixpp is leading us,* 
Americans die in Laotian combat; one or into another Vietnam, next door in Laos.- 
two or 10 or 20 simply fall victim to , r What the statement generates are doubts , 
hostile action. that the President is leading anywhere. ; 

Then, there are variations on tired. Where is the new era? Where are the! 
themes about troubles inherited from past new directions proclaimed in the Presi* 
administrations, about wanting no wider dent’s “New Strategy For Peace?” Is there 1 ; 


war, about the other side doing what it’s 
doing ... 

And suddenly, there seems good reason 
for the country to get a sick feeling in its 
• collective stomach. It’s as though someone 
! said, “Here we go again.” 
j Happily for the nation and for Mr. 
; Nixon, we aren’t going again! The trip we 
, took in Vietnam was too recent and too 
, bitter to be repeated any time soon. 


no Nixonian approach to Laos except 
shopworn games played by. the C IA — I 
games whose danger is diminisheaciftiy . 
because a general call to wade in. patriotic 
gore in Laos would be rejected by the 
American people? ! 

At the moment, Laos bids to be a dif-, 
ferent order of tragedy from the one that 
Lyndon Johnson led us into. But unless 
President Nixon can come up with some-' 


Americans won’t be conned now by thing better than his Key Biscayne state- 
, "frank” presidential appraisals that have mention Laos, it will be tragic nonetheless. 
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By Keyes Beech 
Daily News Foreign Service 

‘ VIENTIANE -- A threatened 
(, strike by 160 American "bush 
' pilots” that would have para- 
i lyzed the war effort in Laos has 
/' been averted. 

! -•/ /'. 

James A. Cunningham Jr., ; 

base manager for Air A m e r- : 

! ica, better known as the "CIA 
airline," said Wednesday ‘“the 
i tompany and the pilots 
reached agreement on a con- 
i tract four days ago in Japan. 

I-- Last month when the pilots 
■' threatened to strike, U.S. Am- 
bassador G. McMurtrle Godley 
t warned that he would tyring in 
: ,L.S. Air Force planes, and pi- 
jots If they did. 

\\ The alternative was a col- 
' lapse of U.S. logistics support' 

I for Laotian army forces. 

j: CUNNINGHAM SAID the pi 
: jots, many of' whom average 
about $25,000 a year, agreed to 
.continue all “essential" oper- 
ations pending settlement of 
the dispute. 

'■ Air America and its smaller 
competitor in Laos, Continen- 
tal Airlines, operate under a 
56-milhon-a-year U.S. govern- 
ment contract. The lion’s share 
of this goes to Air America. ■ ■ 

All but a few Air America pi- 
lots are former Air Force, 
Navy and Marine Corps fliers. 

A few are World War II pilots 
now in their 60s. 




spring of Civil Air' Transport, 
founded by the late Gen. Clatyyj 
Chennault, of Flying Tiger 
fame, in China more than 20 
years ago. 

Air America pilots in Laos 
fly a "cat-and-dog" operation 
that includes hauling every- 
thing from pots and pans to 
refguees, guns and ammuni- 
tion. 


crashes that had nothing to dot 
: with enemy action. But one ! 
, fixed-wing aircraft pilot waS 
shot through the head while in ; 
his seat. ’ *■ 

"What bugs most of the pi- 
lots is that they make any- 
where from 20 to 40 landings in 
the course of a day — and each 
one is a thrill,” one pilot said. 
“Some of die strips where they 
land are no bigger than a car- 
rier deck.” 

1 Treacherous air current 
and temperatures, especially j 
[/in mountainous northeastern 
Laos, are a bigger hazard than 
occasional enemy fire. 


Last month two C-130s evac- 
uated more than 15,000 refu- 


gees from the Plain of Jars in 
six .days, flying 20-minute 
shuttle runs between the plain 
and Vientiane. This happened 
as North Vietnamese forces re- 
captured the plain from Lao- 
tian government troops. 

None of the pilos is signed 
up for combat, but this doesn’t 
mean that they don’t gpt shot 
at. Since October, 1968, 


— , Air 

America has lost eight Arner- 
„ . .. leans, including five helicopter 

AIR AMERICA fe an off- crewmen. Some , died in air 


A FORMER marine pilot 
said the pay Is the major in- 
centive for most of the pilots. 

"But practically all of these 
guys have a streak of Steve 
Canyon or Terry and the Pi- 
rates ip them or they wouldn’t 
be out here. Many 'of them are* 
family men. ThCib Children go 
to school like kids back in the 
States.’" 

Recognition of their union, 
the Far East Pilots Assn., as' 
bargaining agents was a key 
issue in the dispute between 
the fliers and the company. 
Air America employs 451 pi- 
lots throughout the Far East, 
including South Vietnam, Oki- 
nawa and Japan, 


‘.fv 


ONE PILOT said the /iewly 
negotiated contract not only 
gave the pilots in Laos better 
pay but included such fringe 
benefits as medical and life in- 
surance, home leave, sick 
Ueave, a seniority system and 
| school 1 tuition for, their, chit 
I dren. ' 


' iMiuvu ivi v uicir, tnu*T 

!dren- ' ■ c . •; < • J 
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North Viet penetration deeper than ever , 

Laos calm *n face^oi : 

Red' - : moves.. 


By Daniel Southerland . : 
Special correspondent of . 
The Christian Science Monitor , 


f- ■ " Vientiane, Laoi ... . 

• ; : • The North Vietnamese troops are des- 

Thc sleepy atmosphere in this Lao Gov- cribed as well-equipped, and Lao Govern* 
ernment capital makes one wonder why the mcn t officials say they have brought heavier 
rest of the world is making such a fuss artillery pieces with them this time. 

i about Laos. _ ' : • The weather also favors the Com* 

It was on a Saturday that the Plain of n j sts L as t year the Communists had to 

Jars felkThc i Prime Minister was playing g through June rain and mud to take 

bridge. The Defense Ministry was closed „ c ou i on the western edge of the 


for the weekend and no one stirred! there 
except some tennis players* "... . 

The commander in chief of the Royal Lao 
Army was seen in a sport shirt and slacks 
relaxing with friends.; • 

Asked about this apparent lack of con- ^ dry weather and t!> 
cern, an American diplomat remarked that thicker and rising to 

♦V. n T fine Knirn Vioon tVimilfth CH TRaTlV £1*1 RPR J i 


the Laos have been through so many crises 
in the past 20 years they have learned to 
take them in stride. ' • , 1 ; . 

There are, however, a number of reasons 
for concern: - ' • • • ' ' ' 


Muong Soui on the western edge of the 
Plain of Jars. In this year’s offensive, they- 
took it toward the end of February, without 
a fight — and with more than two months 
of good dry weather yet to go. 1 

The Communist troops move more easily 
j^ist is now getting 
t heights, thus pro*' 


UiitiiWI OilU U* * * — W m - ^ 

viding a protective cover against American 
fighter-bomber strikes. 

“We had no idea they would get that far • 
that fast," said one United States official ‘ 
vu 4 ,v«.... . after the lightly defended Muong Soul air- 

• The Communist forces, mostly North . fle1 ^ ^as abandoned. - 

■Vietnamese regulars much feared by the If the Communists stop where they re , 
Lao, have already pushed to the point they ;now, however, there will not be much cause* 
reached only by June of last year in , the for concern. ' 

course of their annual offensive. Tl '' * nklnr ' 

Although estimates of the number of 
North Vietnamese troops in Laos vary 
widely from 45,000 to President .Nixon's 
figure of 67,000, most sources , agree there 
has been another Communist buildup since 
last fall, with a new North Vietnamese 
division coming into the picture, , 


Dr concern. , K 

By taking the Plain of Jars, they merely*! 


• The North Vietnamese troops are des- 
cribed as well-equipped, and Lao Govern- 
ment officials say they have brought heavier 
'.artillery pieces with them this time. 


recovered territory they had previously held 
for five years. 

The Lao Government forces never in-' 
tended to make a strong stand either on the 
plain or at Muong Soul, and this helps ac- 
count for the light casualties they received 
during their recent retreats. 

The American B-52 raids near the Plain 
of Jars— the first in Laos outside the Ho 
Chi Minh Trail area— were intended as a , 

warning to the North Vietnamese, not as , . , ( 

an attempt to stop their advance across the 
• The weather also favors the Com- , plain, according to informed sources in 
munists. Last year the Communists had to 1 Saieon. . , , . _ ,. „ _, a , taken by 

slog through June rain and mud to take » “The decision to use ..““J 3 :®f t h OP Ttle S had writ* ‘ 

Muong Soui on the western edge of the President Nixon after mfi y ROUrce 

Plain of Jars. In this year’s offensive, they |ten off.. the Plain of Jars, said one source. _ 

took it toward the end of February, without “The idea was to hit them with the B-M s as a 
a fight — and with more than two months warning before they committed themselves Jrre- 
of good dry weather yet to go. "vocably to using the Plain of Jars as a springbo 

, • The Communist forces, mostly North for further attacks,’’ he said; _ _ ' • 

•Vietnamese regulars much fearcdl by the There are indications, however, that uie Commu* 

.Lao, have already pushed to the point they nists might ignore the warning. The evidence at t e 
reached only by June of last year in , the moment' is that they are regrouping and moving 
course of their annual offensive. I supplies up to tfie western edge of the Plain ot Jars 

Although estimates of the number of in order to prepare for the second phase of their 
North Vietnamese troops in Laos vary offensive. ! ' 

widely from 45,000 to President .Nixon’s if the Communists are determined to advance, 
figure of 67,000, most sources agree there American bombing, including further B-53 strike s, . 
has been another Communist buildup since can alow them, but not atop them. Only infantrymen. ; 
last fall, with a new North Vietnamese can do that. * " •' • 

division coming into the picture ' .' v -- -- 
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Citizen's Housing and Planning Council; 
Mr. Carlson Is an economist for P. W. 
Dodge Co. They explain tliclr strategy of 
cross-commitment in an intriguing essay 
in the Public Interest — winter 1D68, 

Cross-commitment Is the policy of de- 
signing two programs which aim at dif- 
ferent goals, but which interact in such 
a way that each promotes the achieve- 
ment of the other program’s goal. 

Mr. Starr and Mr. Carlson want to 
combine a clean waters program with an 
attack on poverty. This is how it would 
work in a program to eliminate combined 
sewer systems in major cities. 

Combined sewer systems are systems 
that unite storm and sanitary sewers 
Into a single system. Heavy rains often 
'cause discharge of considerable raw sew- 
nge In water that is not processed by a 
treatment plant. Thus we could cut down 
on water pollution in and around cities 
if we could separate combined sewer Bys- 
tems into separate storm and sanitary 
systems. 

This would be a clear environmental 
blessing to everyone. It would cost a great 
deal and Mr. Starr and Mr. Carlson 
argue that this cost could be a blessing 
in disguise. They penetrate the disguise 
with an argument I will explain. 

It is common now to separate sani- 
tary and storm sewers in new subdivi- 
sions. But it might cost $30 billion to 
separate them in older urban areas. 
Sample estimates are that it would cost 
$160 per resident In Washington, D.C.; 
$215 in Milwaukee; and $280 in Concord, 
N.H. 

Mr. Starr and Mr. Carlson look upon 
this expense as a possible instance of 
crosscommitment between the wars 
against poverty and pollution. They 
speak somewhat jokingly about “the eco- 
nomic beauty of sewers" but the point 
they are making is v- - "Hous and what 
they say deserves qu. at length: 

Of all the major types of construction 
activity, the one that requires one of the 
highest proportions of unskilled labor Is the 
placement of sewage lines. Labor Department 
studies indicate that common laborers ac- 
count for over 40 percent of all on-slte man- 
hours Involved In the construction of sew- 
age lines. And on-slte wages normally ac- 
count for between one-flfth and one-fourth 
of the dollar value of a typical sewage -line 
contract. Adjusting for the fact that wage 
rates paid to laborers would be somewhat 
below the average for all employees on the — 
Job, the decision to undertake only the . 
modest *30 billion expense of complete sep- 
aration of sanitary and storm sewers would 
result In direct wnge payments of around 
*2.11 billion to unskilled laborers. At an as- 
sumed annual wage of *5,000, this could 
generate half a million mnn-ycars of em- 
ployment. That’s enough to provldo Jobs of 
one year's duration for three-fourths of all 
males In the nation who are currently un- 
employed for five weeks or more. 

The point la: Aside from the tremendous 
benefits that such an undertaking would 
have In Improving the nation's water re- 
sources, It could also be a formidable tool 
in any program bent on eradicating poverty. 

Roughly twenty-five cents of every dollar 
spent on sewer lines or treatment plants 
goes for direct wage payments. But, more 
Important, almost half of these wages go to 
unskilled or semi-skilled employees. If 
putting people to work and the value of the 
work experience la recognised as a neoesaary 
Brat step In acquiring job skills, then ex- 


penditures for construction in thle area, 
coupled with nn nclJvo recruitment program 
of the utvM" 'noloyed. is a very effi- 
cient mrtv.ti e lot of people Vo 

work In a remit --ny short space of time. 


Mr. President, I feel compelled to add 
that while this material Is used for the 
sake of illustrating the Idea of cross-com- 
mitment, I must say personally that the 
one statement that $30 billion would be 
n modest expense somewhat cools me 
off as a member of the Commlttco on 
Appropriations. But I! Illustrates one 
tiling in this entire em u unmcntal prob- 
lem nnd that is that we arc not going 
to solve these problems without spending 
a lot of money. 

Mr. President, whether Mr. Starr and 
Mr. Carlson arc correct on this particu- 
lar matter Is a question that could only 
be settled by extensive and intensive in- 
vestigation. But one thing is clear. 

Their idea of cross-commitment is In- 
genious and Intelligent. It should be 
examined by all of us as we prepare to 
embark on large-scale expenditures for 
environment Improvement. 

Our resources are limited. Our taxes 
are high. Our needs are many. Thus, if 
we can kill two birds with one stone — by 
attacking two problems or even more 
than two problems with one appropria- 
tion — we should do so. 

Further, as wp„ seek ways to implement 
the strategy of cross-commitment we will 
be alert to the existence of hidden en- 
vironment policies, as well as to hidden 
policies In poverty, transportation, and 
many other areas. 

Actually, we are already prepared to 
do this. The Cabinet Committee on the 
Environment, created In 1969, is coordi- 
nating departmental activities affecting 
the environment. This group should help 
us to be aware of hidden environment 
policies. , 

This will encourage clear thinking 
about environment problems and will 
enable us to get maximum mileage from 
our resources.. 


TRANSACTION OF ROUTINE 
MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order the Sen- 
ate will proceed now to the considera- 
tion of routine morning business. 


VIETNAM REPORT 


Mr. YOUNO of Ohio. Mr. President, 
' Americans should know that from Janu- 
ary 1901 to March 1, 1970, In North Viet- 
nam, South Vietnam, nnd Laos approxi- 
mately 3,200 American warplanes have 
been destroyed and that during this 
same period more than 3,500 American 
helicopters have been destroyed, j 

Most of these were shot down by enemy 
action In and over South Vietnam. Some 
were destroyed on the ground by mortar 
fire. In the course of the bombing of 
North Vietnam many of our planes were 
. destroyed by enemy fire before President 
Johnson stopped bombing north of the 
17th parallel. 

The results of our bombing targets in 
North Vietnam did not justify the lossea 
of airmen and destruction of our planes. 


This, particularly in view of meager dam- 
age done by our bombing. American tax- 
payers should know that the average cost 
of every airplane destroyed was $2 million 
and the average cost of every helicopter 
was $250,000. 

This total destruction exceeds $7,275 
billion. 

Recently In Laos newsmen who eluded 
our CIA operatives and walked nearly 10 
miles through Jungle trails observed 
American fighting men wearing civilian 
clothes. Even more Important, they wit- 
nessed our B-52's flying from bases' in 
Laos at 1-minutc intervals, Since 1965 
our bombers in Laos have hurled a great- 
er tonnage of bombs than were hurled on 
North Vietnam throughout the entire pe- 
riod we were bombing north of the 17th 
parallel. It Is estimated that our gigantic 
B-52’s have not only bombed the Ho Clii 
Minh Trail in Laos which extends from 
North Vietnam along the border of Cam- 
bodia and Laos, but we have bombed 
areas in Laos more than 200 miles dis- 
tant from the Ho Chi Minh Trail, On 
these bombing missions which arc said to 
approximate 6,000, our casual ties, 'mostly 
in airmen killed and missing in combat, 
are more than 400. In addition approxi- 
mately 300 have been wounded in Laos. 
In October 1965 when I was in that un- 
derdeveloped country for nearly 10 days 
our warplanes were disguised. In 1962 
and in previous years we had guaranteed 
the neutrality of Laos. Regardless of that, 
when I was in every area of this under- 
developed country for several days In 
1968 traveling by helicopter throughout 
the entire length and breadth of Laos I 
observed then that our warplanes were 
no longer disguised as I had observed in 
1965. We had violated an agreement to 
maintain Laos as a neutral country in 
1965, so we disguised our planes at that 
time. However, we were openly Interven- 
ing In a civil war In that unhappy in- 
hospitable land. Furthermore, literally 
hundreds of CIA operatives were all over 
the place, calling the shots and conduct- 
ing the war that we were waging. 


/ 



ATTORNEY GENERAL JOHN N. 

MITCHELL’S PROPOSAL OUTRA- 
GEOUS AND UNCONSTITUTIONAL 

Mr. YOUNG of Ohio. Mr. President, on 
reading the first page of the Washing- 
ton Post of March 10, I was astonished 
to learn that John N. Mitchell, the At- 
torney General of the United States, 
stated that he would ask Congress to 
permit courts to order fingerprints, voice 
prints, blood tests, and other Identifi- 
cation checks of suspects even before 
they are formally accused of any offense. 

No doubt the Attorney General of the 
United States was a very skilled lawyer, 
but his specialty as a partner In the law 
firm of Nixon, Mudge, Rose, Guthrie. 
Alexander, and Mitchell, up until the 
time of his appointment as Attorney 
, General, was passing on the merits of 
■ municipal bonds and tax-exempt bond3. 

It is evident to me, as former chief 
prosecuting attorney of Cuyahoga 
County, Ohio, and as a lawyer who prac- 
ticed law for more than 40 years in the 
.oourta of Ohio, the VS. courts, and the 
oourU of neighboring States, that At- 
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Senate 


The Senate met at 9:30 o’clock a.m. 
and was called to order by Hon. James 
B. Allen, a Senator from the State of 
Alabnma. 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Edward 
L. R. Elson, D.D., offered the following 
prayer: 

O Thou, who hast been our dwelling 
Place in all generations, help us to treat 
this world as our Father's house wherein 
Thy family dwells. Deliver us from fear 
of making this earth our home, f ive us 
wisdom this day and every day to create 
a dwelling where all may come and go 
with equity and justice. Help us so to 
order our lives that this Nation and the 
whole world may be an abode fit for Thy 
children to dwell in safety and in peace. 
Let goodness and mercy abide with us 
here that we may abide with Thee for-' 
ever. 

In Thy holy name we pray. Amen. 


Wednesday, March 11, 1970 

ORDER FOR RECOGNITION OF SEN- 
ATOR SdHWEiK@R TOljlclRROW 

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr! President, I ask 
unanimous consent that tomorrow, im- 
mediately after the prayer, the distin- 
guished Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
Schweiker) be recognized for not to 
exceed 30 minutes. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. In accordance with the previous 
order, the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
Young) is recognized for not to exceed 
5 minutes. 


r 


DESIGNATION OF ACTING PRESI- 
DENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clerk 
will read a communication to the Senate. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter : 

U.S. Senate, 

President pro tempore, 
Washington, D.C., March 11, 1910. 
To the Senate: 

Being temporarily absent from the Senate, 
I appoint Hon. James B. Allen, a Senator 
from the State of AInbama, to perform the 
duties of the Chair during my absence. 

Richard B. Russell, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. ALLEN thereupon took this chair 
as Acting President pro tempore. 


THE JOURNAL 

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the reading of 
the Journal of the proceedings of Tues- 
day, March 10, 1970, be dispensed with. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so ordered. 


COMMITTEE MEETINGS DURING 
SENATE SESSION 

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that all committees 
be authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate today. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so ordered, 


ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT TO 
TOMORROW AT 10 A.M. 

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen- 
ate completes Its business today, it stand 
in adjournment until 10 o'clock tomor- 
row morning. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so ordered. 


U.S. SECRET WAR IN LAOS MUST 
END 

Mr. YOUNG of Ohio. Mr. President, 
President Nixon ended a long adminis- 
tration silence about Laos last Friday by 
announcing that the United States has 
1,040 ground forces in Laos, has lost 400 
planes there, and has suffered approxi- 
mately 300 casualties. That statement is, 
at best, a very conservative estimate of 
our involvement in Laos. At worst, it rep- 
resents a massive effort by officials of 
the Defense Establishment of the United 
States to deceive the American people. 
That deception must not be allowed to 
continue. It Is most unfortunate that 
President Nixon is escalating and ex- 
panding our involvement in a civil war in 
Vietnam by intensifying our lighting on 
the ground in Laos and bombing areas 
_ in Laos, sometimes 200 miles, and more, 
from the Ho Chi Minh trail. The Pathet 
Lao, seeking national liberation In Laos, 
have been fighting for 20 years, first 
against the French seeking to maintain 
their lush Indo-Chinese empire and now 
against the American CIA and air an’ 
ground forces waging a war of aggression 
seeking to continue the policies of the 
French in violation of thfe Geneva agree- 
ment, which we approved, to neutralize 
Laos as a neutral barrier nation. 

President Nixon has announced that 
he is withdrawing combat troops from 
Vietnam on the basis of a secret time- 
table. Whatever may be the President's^ 
plap — and that plan is still his secret— 
our withdrawal has clearly been too slow. 
Now it is obvious that even our gradual 
disengagement is not a reality. What is 
really happening is a reengagement in 
Laos with new titles and different uni- 
forms. 

At present we are waging an air war 
on a tremendous scale in Laos. U.S. 
planes, including B-B2’s, are currently 
hurling more than 16,000 tons of bombs 
a month onto Laos. Without doubt, our 
bombing of North Vietnam, which con- 
siderably exceeded the bombing in World 
War II in both the Pacific and Euro- 
pean areas, has not ceased as we had 
been told. That bombing has simply been 



shifted' — as have some of our ground 
forces — across the border into Laos. 
Much of our recent bombing has been 
In the Plain of Jars, In areas more than 
200 miles away from the Ho Chi Minh 
Trail. Therefore, that bombing could 
have nothing to do with Infiltration from 
North Vietnam, 

In October 1065 1 spent approximately 
10 days in Laos, and again in 1968 I was 
in every area of Laos, traveling to many 
places by helicopter In that landlocked 
country. By the way, Laos was the most 
underdeveloped country I have been in, 
and I have been In a great many. Laos is 
not worth the life of even one American 
youngster. I had learned from previous 
visits In Laos and Vietnam that they 
have a way of directing so-called VIP's 
over certain areas. I learned In a short 
ti/ne to get away from escort officers, say 
I was looking for Ohio GI’s, and get on 
my own. With my eyes open, and with a 
lot of energy throughout the day. and 
sometimes at night, I tried my best to get 
away from the restrictions and from the 
travel programs stipulated by the top 
brass in Saigon. Less than 2 weeks ago, 
three American newspapermen did the 
same thing as I did, on a much larger 
scale. They walked 8 miles through 
the jungle without informing anyone of 
their Intention and reached an airfield 
stalled by a small army of American sol- 
diers dressed as civilians. They observed 
U.S. B-52 planes taking off from this 
airfield at the rate of one per minute 
loaded with tons of bombs. 

Mr. President, the United States has 
lost more than 400 airplanes and many 
' helicopters shot down over Laos or de- 
stroyed on the ground by Pathet Lao 
' fire. Many airmen have been killed or 
re missing— some, no doubt, being held 
as prisoners of war. 

The intervention of this country into 
the civil war in Laos, a civil war which 
has continued for more than 20 years, 
has been achieved without any congres- 
sional authority whatever. The discred- 
ited Tonkin Gulf Resolution of 1964 gives 
no authority to pursue military adven- 
tures not directly related to the war in 
Vietnam: our bombing of northern and 
central Laos clearly has no relation to 
the Vietnam conflict. 

In fact, U.S. military activity In Laos 
is in direct violation of the National 
Commitments Resolution which requires 
specific congressional approval for every 
new engagement of American troops 
abroad. It is also contrary to the recent 
amendment to the defense appropria- 
tion bill prohibiting use of funds for U.S. 
ground combat troops in Laos or Thai- 
land. 

President Nixon attempted to make our 
conduct of the war in Laos as much a 
secret as. his plan for ending the war 
In Vietnam, which he told about while 
a candidate for President. He tried to . 

8 3423 
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NEWS REPORT FROM WASHINGTON 


WASHINGTON, D.C.— The North 
Vietnamese offensive In Laos may or 
may not be a challenge tq President 
Richard Nixon and a test of (his an- 
nounced new policy of lessening 
U.S. participation in Asian wars. 

This country (has not been wholcly 
under the control of its government 
very much of the time since the 1960 
Geneva accord declared it neutral. 
The Communists have held the east- 
ern part of the country for many, 
uninterrupted years. That, is the 
area which includes the Ho Chi 
Ming trail. 

But last year a CIA O rganized and 
equipped army hSlyt'lP'government 
forces push the’. Reds out of the 

t. w . .t. ....... . .* . ^ . -i 


Plaine des Jarres, where they had 
(been in control since 1064. The 
recent North Vietnamese, offensive 
retook the plain; if military opera- 
tions continue and the enemy, seeks 
to overthrow the government and 
capture the capital and the rest of 
tile country Mr, Nixon would be 
very much on the spot. 

For the war in Lao-s Is part of the 
war in Vietnam. The three Presi- 
dents preceding Mr. Nixon were 
aware of this and the late President 
Eisenhower, who would not com- 
mit U.S. soldiers to Vietnam, was 
ready to fight to keep the Commun- 
ists from taking Laos. But Congress 
is nervous over any U.S.'. involve- 
ment in Laos, fearing it might es- 
ealate. 

The President knows the Ameri- 
can people are in no mood for such 
a turn of events but he also feels he 
can’t allow the enemy to take the 
country, which would almost surely 
place a stamp of failure on the 
Nixon Doctrine. That is why, for 
the first tinie, U.S. heavy bombers 
-went into action over the plain 

A ,,,. . i .. .... r 1 ,■ — 


recently. j 

This .prompted a warning from j 
Moscow, perhaps stemming from a j 
fear of counter U.S. escalation, i 
Washington meanwhile let it be 1 
known, even though various mem- ,j 
bers of Congress were speaking out 
against any U.S. participation in the 
struggle, that it considered the situa- j 
tion very serious. j 

And it would be almost impossible ! 
for the President to do nothing if ! 

the enemy sought to take over the i 

country completely. This is because ■ 
the next step would almost surely be ! 
penetration of Thailand, whose bor- ; 
der adjoins the western Laotian bor- ■ 
der now under government control. 
The U.S. has no treaty obligations 
with Laos but does with Thailand, 
and has bases and men stationed in ! 
that country. If .the enemy offens- 
sive, then, continues, and Thailand 
appears to be, the ultimate goal, Mr. 
Nixon will be under very heavy 
pressure to react. The only ques- 
tion is how and when, because of t 
the lack of enthusiasm in both Con- ! 
grass and among the public in gen- * 
eraL , ■ 

" 
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Credibility on Laos 


Following an embarrassing slip when 
it decided to "set forth the record” on 
Laos last week, the White House has or- 
dered all casualties in the air and on the 
ground in Laos will be listed separately 
from Vietnam war casualties. That’s a 
step in the right direction. 

But does this really prove what Press 
Secretary Ronald Ziegler says it proves 
■—an "intention to keep the American 
people fully informed”? 

Last; week in his report. President 
Nixon gave what he described as “a 
precise description of our current ac- 
tivities in Laos.” ■ 

It- -contained the much discussed 
statement that "no American Stationed 
in Laos has ever been killed in ground 
combat operations." A press report of 
Captain Joseph Bush’s death in combat 
promptly came to light. Mr. Nixon, it 
turned out, had not known about that. 

the blunder was compounded by a 
White House spokesman, in a semantic 
twist; attempting to show that the cap- 


tain had died in' ‘‘hostile action,” not' 
"ground combat operations.” 

The White Hotise' further disclosed 
that 26 civilians Had died in Laos, some 
also in “hostile action.’! The ring of can- 
dor, first, sounded by' the! Nixon ‘report 
Was swallowed up jp, fhe'^htid Of these 
revelations. 

The "precise description,” moreover, 
sheds no light on news dispatches about 
Central Intelligence Agency operatives 
working under the cover of the Agency 
for International Development. (Stories 
like that are not likely to help AID much 
around the world, are they?) 

Nor, as Senator Symington reminds 
11 us, has the Government revealed any- 
thing but the barest total of air casual- 
ties, a much larger figure than for those 
on the ground. - 

It would seem, then, that there is a 
way to go officially in "fully informing” 
the American people on Laos under that 
reservation "consistent with national se- 
curity.” ■ * ' _ * 
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'.Victories 


t 

| CANBERRA - With the fait of 
i Muong Soui to the North Vietnamese 
forces in Laos, the only real question 
row is how far Hanoi wants to push its. 

. offensive, 

, Gen. Vang Pao’s clandestine force of 
! guerrillas was at its lowest ebb when, 
by a stroke of good fortune and great 
daring, the Mco 
leader took the ini- 
tiative on the Plain 
of Jars last year. 

That victory 
j there raised the 
morale of his men 
■ to the point where 
they thought that 
' they were capable 
of taking on the 
North Vietnamese 
regulars in set- 
' . price battles. 

Suddenly, the task 

!; of the American Green Berets and the ■ 
: . CIA- ; «was-jnot to encourage them, to 
fight but to restrain them from de- 
, straying themselves by attempting an 
impossible defense against the advanc- 
*• ing North Vietnamese divisions. 

Vang Pao reluctantly agreed but 
only after extracting promises of 
American air support, which he and 
other Laotian leaders hoped would 
, stop the North Vietnamese in their 
1 tracks when they reached open coun- 
try on the Plain of Jars. The Ameri- 
cans knew better, but if they wanted 
to keep Vang Pao intact and still with 
some capability to harass the North 
| Vietnamese lines of communication, 
there was nothing else they could do 
but try. 

Now they have tried. It seems cer- 
tain that they have inflicted heavy ca- 
sualties on the northerner* end equal- 





WARNER 




ly certain that they have delayed their 
advance. But they havo not succeeded 
in holding the Plain of Jars, or Muong 
Soui, where the Royal Lao Air Force 
had a close support base, and there is 
now nothing to stop a quick advance 
to the junction of the Luang Prabang- 
Vicntiane roads. 

In fact, there is nothing in Laos 
capable of stopping two North Vietna- 
mese divisions from going almost any- 
where they want. North Vietnam did 
not launch the current offensive until 
it had made sure that the land and 
water communications within Laos 
were no longer safe for the use of 
government forces of supporters. 

The Royal Lao Army, as distinct 
from Gen. Vang Pao’s guerrillas, it 
stretched quite thin in the preserva- 
• tion of security in and immediately 
beyond the towns in the Mekong Val- 
ley. Its reserves are few and cannot 
be expanded without adding to the 
risks for towns like Pakse which came 
under mortar and rocket attack early 
in February. , 

In all the area west of Luang 1 
Prabang, for example, there arc only 
a couple of companies of Lao troops 
and a guerrilla base. Most of the coun- 
try adjoining the Thai border here is 
freely used by those who want to sup- 
ply the guerrillas engaged with the' 
Thai government forces in the north- 
ern provinces of Thailand. 

The area south and west of Pakse is 
also of great concern to Bangkok. A , 
mixed force of North Vietnamese, 
Patlict Lao, Thai and Red Khmer has j 
taken possession of the stretch of Lao- ! 
tian territory to the west of the 
Mekong, with the obvious intention of 
increasing insurgency action in eut- 
■ era Thailand. • 


BY DENIS WARNER 

As things stand now, no effective 
action is likely, or conceivable, to re- 
verse the situation in Laos, or even to 
restore assurances of its neutrality. 
The 1962 Geneva Agreement was not 
worth the paper it was written on and 
a return to the conference table would 
be as fruitless now as it was then. 

The Thai forces are frequently ac- 
cused of meddling in the Laotian sit- 
uation and the reports are no doubt 
accurate enough; but the Thais are 
also becoming extended by the still 
low-level but now quite widespread in- 
surgency in their own country. 

SEATO is a dead duck, and the 
United’ States, which alone possesses 
the means, is not going to burq its 
fingers by intervening in Laos beyond 
the present level of its CIA, Green 
Beret and air support. 

.This is the reality of the situation 
and it is as obvious to those in control 
i in Hanoi as it is to President Nixon. 

I wfj. •*. V/Wiv. >'*■' - * •. • g mi 


* 1 * 
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: Questions St. Louisan 
; On AID, CIA In Laos 


A 


By WILLIAM K. WYANT JR. 

A Washington Correspondent of 
lino Post-Dispatch 

WASHINGTON, March 11 - 
Senator J. William Fulbright 
(Dcm.), Arkansas, questioned 
Robert H. Nooter of St. Louis 
today about reports that the . 
American economic assistance 
mission in Laos was being used 
as a front for the Central In- 
telligence Agency. 

, Nooter appeared before Fill- 
| bright's Foreign Relations Com- 
*; mittce as a preliminary to his 
i Senate confirmation as the 
t; Agency for International Dcvcl- 
<! bpment's assistant administra- 
£ tor for Vietnam. 

L , He ^vas asked by Fulbright 
fj. to comment on a news , story 
f, that appeared in ■■ yesterday's 
Washington Post. It reported 
} that the AID mission in Laos 
was being used as a cover for 


Approved 


persons and had encountered ; 
nothing to support the allega- 
tion in the news story. J* 

Fulbright said that In his ex-'i 
perience with the situation in ' 
Southeast Asia he had found . 
that newspaper men have bccn-i 
much more accurate than thfej 
Government.” 

In response to other questions" 
from Fulbright , and . Senator'! 
Clifford P. Case (Rep.), ' New 
Jersey, Nooter said the Ameri-[ 
can economic assistance pro-/' 
gram for Laos totaled about. 
$50,000,000 in fiscal 1970. He 
said AID had about 350 em-i 
jploycs in Laos, a country of' 
3,000,000 persons. ) 

The American funds for Laos,'; 
the St. Louisan explained, are 
.used for economic develop-; 
merit, agriculture projects, • 

■ health measures arid relief for: 
war , refugees, as well as for, 
i was oeing usca as a euver .ur Amer!can participation in an in-' 

■ CIA agents engaged in clan-. . ,tcrnational effort to help stabll-l 

destine operations against the ■ j zp L ao tj aa economy. 
Communist enemy. (! j^ 00ter ga |j the International; 

Nooter would not comment. p unc ] i to which the United , 
• He explained that his instruc- states contributes 70 per cent 1 
were that questions re- and j apan> Britain, France and, 
.klating to the intelligence com* Australia lesser amounts, runs- 
f munity were not .to be con- at a leve] of about $23,000,000.1 , 
L firmed or denied in a public j t js ugec | t0 fi nance the coun-, 

[, session but could be gone into try , s jmport re q uirem ents. 

| ?f,,L? 0Sed SeSS1 ° n ° f lhe C ° m ‘ When Fulbright said corrup- 
r mi tee. tion is Inevitable in that kind 

“There are enough problems of program( Noote r said the 
/with AID without it being a Agency for International De- 
. front” for the CIA, Fulbright ve i opmerl t had tried to control 

■ : said. The Arkansas Senator dm p 0rt p r0 g rams 0 f the type 
£ said one of his objectives was used in Laos and Vietnam as 
V to try to keep Laos from de- mudh as possible. 

,t veloping into another Vietnam 

”bv osmosis.” . , , . , 

1 Nooter's new post involves , .\J UK ”L * J? difficult, 
i; him in Vietnam but since 1968 brl S bt said. Nooter agreed to 

<*«, w; :s2.'.«srr ^ 

isr a* — 

i economic assistance in Laos* 

| South Korea, the Philippines, 
jj Indonesia and Thailand, 
j; : Los Angeles Report 

?No P o C tcrwhether F R b was ht tVue S , k as "If it Is «ue. it is only an 
t reported in a news story In the other sign that we are in over 
(Los Angeles Times, that Intelli- our heads,” said Fulbright, a 
jgcnce agents posing as foreign chief critic of the Vietnam war 
aid personnel in Laos had at The reception given Nooter 
1 times served as ground- con-, at the hearing was friendly. His 
I trailers for aircraft. ■ exchange with Fulbright was in 

i "To the best of my knowl- a quiet, conversational tone, 
edge, that is not true," Nooter, Fulbright indicated that, he 
replied; He said he had been to would go into the CIA-Laos re- 
la^MdtftiljLed vs 



Promises Statement 


Ful- 


,.tion. 

■ Fulbright insisted that if the 
CIA story had been untrue 
Nooter would have denounced 
it as such. 


y ^R^pi i 6^)4 e ei kooo70oo50ooi 
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More Light on Laos 


The public Is beginning to learn more 
about United States military activities 
land involvements in Laos, and that is a 
j most desirable development. 

| The more the people know about this 
j situation, the less likelihood there will be 
of creeping escal ation which might lead 
to another Vietnam quagmire. 

Despite secrecy by the military, the 
State Department and the Ce ntral In tel- 
liggnca^Agency, American news corre- 
spondents in recent weeks managed to 
1 report enough facts, so that the Nixon 
1 Administration was persuaded to adopt 
' a more candid and forthright attitude on 
1 public information. 

j The President's statement from his 
Key Biscayne headquarters eliminated 
; some of the governmental hypocrisy 
which for so long had shielded Laos ma- 
neuvering!! from public scrutiny. His re- 
port is subject to differing interpreta- 
tions, but at least it went part way in 
giving Americans information they are 
. entitled to have. ' 

: It also leaves numerous questions un- 
answered.' Nixon said, "We have no 
plans for introducing combat forces into 
' Laos." He said it is his goal"to reduce 
| American involvement in Laos." But on 
j the other hand he stated that "the level's 
j of our assistance have risen in response 
1 to the growth of North Vietnamese com- • 
bat activities." 

Does this mean that further expan- 
sion of North Vietnam activities will 
.bring on more American escalation? 
And if so, to what extent? There are no 
| present plans" for American combat 
forces (although U.S. war planes are 
flying 400 sorties a day into Laos) but 
what about future use of combat anti 
supportive forces? The President has 
left these matters deliberately vague. 

Meanwhile, the Administration has 
invited the Soviet Union to cooperate in 
seeking to calm down the Laos situation, 
something Moscow may or may not be 
inclined to do. The. Communist Pathet 
^.ao^ leadership has put out a vague pro- 


posal for negotiations with the neutralist 
Laos government headed by Souvanna 
Phouma. The Pathet Lao is headed by 
Phouma's half brother. Possibly some 
results may come from this interchange,; 
no one knows. 

The fact is that the United States is 
caught in a bind in Laos. North Vietnam 
has the manpower to take more Laos 
territory if it desires, which could lead 
to a threat against Thailand. Or Hanoi 
could keep up Its pressure for the pur- 
pose of pushing its demands for a neu- 
tralist government in South Vietnam. ! 

Nixon inherited this situation from 
past American administrations. As far 
back as December 31, 1960, then PresH 
dent Eisenhower said, "We cannot let 
Laos fall to the Communists even if we 
have to fight." President Kennedy in 
1961 added: "Laos is far away from 
America, but the world is small . . . The 
security of all Southeast Asia will be en-* 
danger, cd if Laos loses its neutral inde- 
pendence." 

. The American public's views about 
how far the United States can or should 
go in trying to decide what Asians do in 
that part of the world and how they set- ; 
tie their quarrels among themselves 
have changed since 1960 and 1961. Ideas 
of American omnipotence and infallibili- 
• ty have changed. 

Senate Majority Leader Mike Mans- 
field gave recognition to this in his pro- 
posal that the United States now limit its 
military activities in Laos to policing the 
Ho Chi Minh trail by bomber interdic- 
tion of supplies going into South Vieti 
nam. That would definitely downgrade 
1 the Plain of Jars operations. ! 

This suggests that what happens in 
the rest of Laos, away from the Ho Chi 
4Vlinh trail, should no longer be consid- 
ered a life and death matter of Ameri- 
can policy. A decision on this issue has 
not been announced by the Nixon Admin- * 
istration. But it is a decision which mayj 
have to be made, regardless of the politic 
cal difficulties involved. ... ■ . ;> J . ■ A 
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j ; Are the North Vietnamese showing signs • ' it suggests the North .Vietnamese might \ I 
,oi wanting peace in Vietnam and Laos? ; have allowed DeLuce’s visit so they could 1 
.Their latest moves in this direction could present a true ceasefire plan. I 

: be just another propaganda effort, but • • o 

there is enough substance to suggest that 
; a.' major peace effort could be In the mak- 
ing. ' ' 

• • • 



IT MIGHT BE SAID that such a pro- 
posal could have been made at the Paris •{> 
/' talks, but Hanoi might have felt it would 'j 
lose face if it, made such an important pro- j 
, -‘THE OFFER TO CALL a halt to the j posal in Paris, after it has refused to talk '■) 
{fighting in Laos has been given consider- >- wit hout a top-level replacement for Henry 

able publicity, and the Laotian government c a bot Lodge. 

; appears to be anxious to do most anything • ,« If the united States will agree to car- 
‘that will stop the fighting. : viry out such a withdrawal, discussions can V 

‘Our involvement there is highly ques- (> ,,t>e held and a date agreed on for comple- '' 
tfonable, with the, fcIA _. o ffering combat ' ’tion of the withdrawal,” DeLuce quoted a - 

support without congressional approval or ' ' Hanoi spokesman as saying. - 


V 


the public’s knowledge. Now we have 
also extended our South Vietnamese forces 
to provide aid combat assistance. 

More important, but less publicized, is 
1 the report from Daniel DeLuce, of the As-', 
jsociated Press, that the North Vietnamese ' 
, told him they were willing to agree to a 
I ceasefire in Vietnam, if we would make 
i public a total troop withdrawal plan. 

; Normally, this might be considered an- " 
{other of many. similar proposals that aN , 
ways seem to have strings attached. t< But 


“Conditions will be assured that all for- , 
eign troops will be able to leave South : j 
Vietnam in perfect safety and without 
harm.” • . . '•.] 

Assuming that the two offers are bona 
< fide, it would suggest that Hanoi has rec- 
ognized that we are not giving up easily in 
either country and that they might do bet- 
ter by .talking. 


4 

‘-.I 


THE OPPORTUNITY ' appears to be 
. there' for us to exploit,, and hopefully we' 


this one appears so, simple land direct: that , .will do so without delay. / 

■ i ‘...-v-iyi ‘i/'.'t :/!t . :■% ,'«• S T-v • . •, F • -.liV &.v! 
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By STAN CARTER 
!.■' Washington, March 10 
L(Nkws Rureau) — The State 
Estate Department gave n 
Vcautioua blessing today to 
j' peace talks between Prince 
i Souvanna Phouma, the neu- 
»' tralist premier of Laos, and 
his Communist half -brother, 
Prince Souphanouvong. 
j But officials made clear that 
] the United .States would not 
! agree to any I .nothin settlement 
! that did not include withdrawn! 
j of t.hc estimated 67,000 North 
1 Vietnamese troops in the country. 
* The peingon disclosed these ad- 


month in "hostile lire pay." since I receive certain hazardous duty i nists in Laos, It is an open secret 


bt Laos, that agents posing as- 
members of the U.S. Civilian Aid* 


, nr ,n\y nip cue w no was nre paid to several hundred UIA-1 Mission’s rural developme 
killed in a fight with North Viet- agents engaged in clandestine 1 Sion recruit and tram j 
namese soldiers in Laos on Feb. operations .againat the, Comtnu- I emment guerrilla*.' 

10 I Ort'l tens i.viul hlimonalv a , - - ■ - - p - * 


\. ditional hits of information about 
l American activities in Laos: 
j. • Although I 4108 has not been 
t designated a combat zone, Amer- 
Lican military personnel stationed 
ytbscre'bave been receiving $65. a 


Jan. I, 1966. benefits." in Laos, that agents posing as- 

• Capt. Jiscph K. Bush Jr., an These benefits presumably also, /members of the U.S. Civilian Aid* 

assistant army attache who was are paid to several hundred CIA* Mission’s rural development dlvi-‘ 
killed in a fight with North Viet- agents engaged (n clandestine sion recruit and train pro-gov*, 
namese soldiers in Laos on Feb. operations .against the, Commu- emment guerrillas. . . 

10, 1969, was posthumously a* ' — "-*■“-*— -*‘ -** * 

warded tihe Silver Star for gal- '. : 

lantry in action but, awarding of f 

, the citation was not made public' ‘ 

at the time. j 

• On the night of Feb; yl7-18, , - o 

there was a * B-62 -raid against, - 

concentrations of North Vietnam- : ■ 

ese troops and supplies in the 1 

Plain of Jars in Laos. Previously, ( . 

B-52 raids on Lnos have been - • J',' 

centered on the Ho Chi Minh t 1 . , - • 

trail, nea rthe Vietnam border.’ , 

.In addition to the "hostile fire” ' "■■■■'. ■ 

for the 228 military personnel ) . ' 

now in Laos, Pentagon represen- j 
talive Jerry W. Friedheim said: J . 

‘I am also informed that. State ‘ 

Department personnel . <rt Laos ; - . • ’ 


: -i- 
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■ President. Nixon }ms been caught in a 
squeeze in Laos* and the squeeze, rath- 
er than easing as a. consequence of his 
i long statement last week on Laos, may" 
in fact be tightened. 

The Defense Department contributed 
to the pressure by failing to tell the 
President the • truth about Laos. Mr. 
Nixon said, on Friday, that no member 
of the U.S. military forces had been 
killed in ground fighting in Laos when 
in fact there had been such a death 
more than a year ago. 

If Mr. Nixon has been uninformed 
, about Laos it is time he remedied that 
! situation. He could begin by matching - 
what responsible reporters have been., 
writing about the U.S. involvement in 
Laos— especially about the military ad- 
visers on the. .scene, the CIA financing 
and operation of a native aiTiSy and its, ' 
operation of . two, airlines— with what/- 
the Defense Department has to 'say«T 
The sight of an American President* 
embarrassed before the world. because, 
qf a lack of information is demeaning,*;} 

The indigenous Communists of Laos, 
the Pathet Lao, have put another-; 
squeeze on Mr. Nixon. The Pathet Lao ;- 
have unveiled a “peace plan” for ‘Laos.;. 
The plan calls for immediate - with--.. 
drawal of the United States from Laos- 
and Thailand, the formation of a coali- 
tion government. and the eventual elec- ■ 
tion of a neutralist government. Hanoi "': 
has been pushing similar demands for 
South Vietnam which tho United States 
jhas refused to accept In part;' ’ *’ 


4 


Miv Nixon is .shprp'y limbed, :n his 
room for political .maneuver in Luos, 
He has pledged no widening of rhe war 
in Southeast Asia. He faces an aroused 
Congress which demands to know the 
whole truth about Laos and the evi- 
dence is that not even Mr. Nixon knows 
the whole truth,. Furthermore, Mr. Nix- 
on has asked .Russia and Britain to help 
restore the '982 Geneva Agreement on 
Laos which bans all foreign soldiers, 
from Laotian soil. 

7 he United States is in violation of 
that agreement, as is North Vietnam, 
which has 67,000 troops in Laos. U is 
possible that, Russia could respond to 
Mr. Nixon’s request by demanding the 
United States show its good faith by- 
getting out of Laos completely. It is not 
likely Thai Russia would make such a‘ 
- .demand ^ of North . Vietnam. Hanoi, 

• might turn {o- Russia's ,, rival, Red, 

-.China, for support* ‘ J ' . - v : 

- T’^.'The- Laos affair js a severe arid earty- 
V test of Mr, Nixon’s . declared low-profile 
. foreign policy; He can meet that test by: 
T getting 1 all the information that it is his- 
;:,rjght to have from the Defense Depart- ; 

• ment and pre-empting th at depart - 
^meat’s- self-assiimed ; prerogative for 
. telling only what if wants to fell— even 

to a. President. 

L So long as the pefense Department 
fails- to tell what is going on, so iong as 
the CIA can do the same thing, both, 
are in effect making' U.S. foreign pol- 
icy— rand that is, not the function of ei- , 
thcr. . ■ : ■ : \ 
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nnd Interaction between people in North 
and South America. After all; 1 under- 
standing comes from knowing about 
problems nnd attempting to resolve 

them. , , . 

One of the Important programs In 
which Alnbnmlnns pnrltriu; < the 

Partners of the Alliance IT-- - Ala- 
bama is one of 40 States joined in a clti- 
zen-to-citizen program now operating In 
17 Latin American countries. It is logi- 
cal that people In Alabama arc playing 
an important role in the pnrtncrs be- 
cause of our nearness to Central nnd 
Sovith America. „ , . , 

lost May. in Salt Lake City, Utah, del- 
egates to the fourth inter-American 
conference of the Partners of the Alli- 
ance selected Guatemala ns the site for 
theijr next conference to be held in No- 
vember of this year. We are especially 
happy with this selection because of the 
fact Alabama is joined in a strong part- 
nership program with Guatemala. Nu- 
merous small projects have boon imple- 
mented because of the involvement of 




education, public health, business and com- 
merce and agriculture, 

Bloomer told of visiting a Guatemalan 
farmer who had raised and cd dented flvo 
children, nnd of his prW-- Ids children. 
“This man started out nr, sir. > iterate porter 
and ended up ns president of a 100-mnn farm 
cooperative, but the biggest thing was his 
prldo in his children and their futures. In 
him I saw tho same thing that I would see In 
n farmer In Alabama. ltlg’-V there Is tho story 
of Guatemala and lv-" ran help. The 
best thing about the ju“f;ram Is that be- 
cause of people In Alabama, people In Guate- 
mala can have a better life." 

Introducing Senora Morlflor Soils, secre- 
tary general, Federation of Partnore of the 
Alliance for Cenlr . ■ -rrlea and Panama, 
Bloomer said, "£>lv- '■■■ r '•*•*« made 

an effective organ' i*» .vsha-na possi- 

ble,” 

“I felt from tv beginning there was a 
certain adlnlty for Alabama In Guatemala.” 
Benora Soils said, "and now it has developed 
Into a love alTalr." 

Senora Solis feels very strongly about the 
people to people concept. "This Is a pro- 
gram which I would call an Investment In 
human relations. We are extremely fortu- 


is 


mented because of the involvement of - nate yuning j on aa a partner. We hope 
Alabama citizens in the partnership with 6lnccre i y that we can return what you have 

invested In us.”' 


Guatemala. Self-help is the key to the 
partners program end the people of Ala- 
. bama have shown a willingness to re- 
spond to self-help on the part of their 
partners. Thousands of ties are being 
established throughout the hemisphere 
under this program. It is therefore one 
of the more important efforts in estab- 
lishing better relations and understand- 
ing among the peoples of the Americas. 
Last month, two outstanding citizens 
from Guatemala visited Alabama to dis- 
cuss plans for the partners conference 
to be held later this year In Guatemala. 
The visitors were Sra. Mariflor de Solis 
and Hector Sanchez-Latour who spoke to 
service organizations In the State. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con- 
sent that an article from the Birming- 
ham News relating to the visitors and the 
plans for the partners conference be 
printed in the Record. 

There being no objection, the article 
was ordered to be printed in the Recoud, 
as follows: 

: Partners Procram Is People — Bridge 
Better Understanding 

(By Pat McGuire) 

"Help your brother across, and you will 
* find that your own boat has reached the 
ahore." 

This old Hindu proverb, read by Mrs. 
Elizabeth Horne, president of the Quota Club 
of Birmingham, exemplified the spirit of the 
program president at a joint meeting of 
women's service clubs hosted by the Quota 
Club Monday at the Downtown Club. 

Alabama’s participation In the Paftnern of 
the Alliance program was discussed by John 
W. Bloomer, managing editor of The Birm- 
ingham News and member of the Alabama 
executive committee of the Guatemala- Ala- 
bama Partners of the Alliance. 

"Alabama Is on the doorBtep of Central 
' and South America,” Bloomer said. "We are 
building a stronger, more efiectlve bridge 
with the Latin American countries through 
- the Partners program than through any big 
government program. This concept Involves 
people, and the more people involved, the 
more understanding there la.” 

About 40 states are Involved in the pro- 
gram, associated in a partner relationship 
with 40 Latin republics or aub-dlvlalona. 
Committee! of Individual citizens are uur- 
rvntljr carrying out beneficial project* la 


A community development program in 
Guatemala was cited by Senora Soils as an 
example of tho help Alabama has given In 
teaching the people various aspects of pub- 
lic health, agriculture and homo economlce. 
She mentioned the possibility of a team 
from Samford University working In Guate- 
mala for a six-week period. 

Hector Sanchez-Latour, president of the 
Guatemala Partners organization, was Intro- 
duced by Senora Soils as "one of the finest 
minds in our country.” » 

Sanchez-Latour Issued an Invitation to the 
women at the meeting to be present at Fifth 
Inter-American Conference of the Partners 
of the Alliance to bo held in Guatemala 
Nov, 9-12. "We would like to have a hundred 
Alabamians there I" he said. Tho conference 
Is being organized by tho Guatcmala-Ala- 
bama Partners of the Alliance. 

Five service groups were represented at 
the meeting, Including Altrusa, Pilot, Sorop- 
tlmlst, Zonta and the sponsoring Quota Club. 
A project of tho Quota Club has been the 
Guatemala Partners’ booth at the Interna- 
tional Fair. 


•r » 


INVOLVL.Ml-.NT IN LAOS 


Mr. WILLIAMS of New Jersey. Mr. 
President, the situation in Laos is be- 
coming more serious every day. It has 
become clear that the United States is 
involved In an escalating military oper- 
ation there and, furthermore, that our 
Involvement has been concealed from the 
American people. To some degree It is still 
being concealed. President Nixon, while 
proclaiming his desire to disengage 
American fighting men from conflicts In 
Asia, has Increased our military opera- 
tions in Laos. 

I wish I could state with some certainty 
precisely what that involvement now 
consists of. Unfortunately, because of the 
President’s policy of secrecy, I cannot 
do so. Neither the American people nor 
the Congress have had sufficient expla- 
nation of the extent of this country’s in- 
volvement In Laos. 

The President’s' much heralded state- 
ment on the subject last Friday did very 
little to improve that situation. To make 
matters worse, the authenticity of what 
the President did say wm, very quickly 


thrown Into doubt by revelations re- 
garding Americans killed in Laos which 
have given to Mr. Nixon his own credi- 
bility gap. The President's latest release 
of information about U,8. casualties in 
Laos Is no more than what should have 
been done all along. 

Most of what we know about what is 
happening In Laos comes from reporters 
on the scene. They have reported Amer- 
ican planes flying combat missions at 
the rate of more than 200 a day in direct 
Eupport of Royal Laotian combat troops. 
They have reported American soldiers 
who were mustered out of the Army so 
they could go on the CIA payroll ns ad 
visers to Laotian troops. They have re 
ported an entire army, Independent of 
the Lao Government, which was recruit- 
ed, trained, and equipped by the United 
States. And they have reported that 
President Nixon himself approved bomb- 
lng raids by American B-52's on the 
Plain of Jars. 

Last July, and again in November. Mr. 
Nixon declared his Intention to disengage 
the United States from the war in Viet- 
nam and to keep our fighting men out of 
future conflicts of that nature. His ac- 
tions with regard to Laos cast doubt on 
just how he is going about avoiding any 
new Vietnam-type involvements. 

. I am afraid that the United States 
MAtids today in Laos precisely where we 
stood 5 years ago in Vietnam. The rhet- - 
oric we hear today bears a frightening 
resemblance to the rhetoric which pre- 
ceded the tragic escalation of U.S. in- 
volvement Ir ( 'uth Vietnam. 

Mr. in-.:.,-- ‘i iimcs "previous adminis- 
trations” for our presence in Laos but 
fails to recognize that it Is folly to let 
the policies of the past dictate our future. 

He says we increased our combat air 
operations In Laos only when the North 
Vietnamese Increased their aggression. 
But the President forgets that this was 
the same argument used to justify in- 
creasing our role In Vietnam. 

The President justifies our involve- 
ment In Laos by saying the Laotian Gov- 
ernment asked for our help. Tills, of 
course, was the same reason we were 
given for escalating American involve- 
ment in Vietnam. But at least Vietnam 
was a signatory to the SEATO agree- 
ment, providing some framework for our 
response. Laos has specifically avoided 
any such mutual defense pacts. 

The 1962 Geneva agreement on Laotian 
independence, which the United States 
was a party to, prohibits foreign mili- 
tary intervention In Laos, The President 
now says we are justified in violating 
that agreement because North Vietnam 
has done so. That argument falls of its 
own weight; it is like saying two wrongs 
make a right. 

And President Nixon plays on semantic 
niceties to hide the fact that American 
military men are fighting and dying in 
Laos. „ 

The similarities to the things our Gov- 
ernment said and did in Vietnam are 
appalling. Already we are reading re- 
ports of bewildered, homeless refugees 
pouring into Vientiane as they flee from 
bombing raids by U.S. planes. Refugees 
have .been pouring 'into Saigon for 5 
years, many of them for the same reason. 
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nlng. In fact, as smoko Is reduced through 
higher temperatures of combustion, the pro- 
duction of oxides of nitrogen Is Increased. 
The technology must bo developed. 

We haven’t oven cleaned up normal jet 
engines and now we are going to have the 
SST. Not only Is this multi-billion dollar 
airplane being subsidized by the taxpayers 
with the profit to go largely Into private 
hands, not only are scientists concerned 
about the nolso pollution It will cause, but 
now It also turns out the scientists fear that 
the exhaust pollution It creates will never 
dissipate. It will fly at a high level where 
the atmosphere Is basically stable. The effect, 
some think, will be that Its exhaust emis- 
sions will generate great expanses of clouds 
which will remain there Indefinitely, reduc- 
ing markedly the sunlight reaching the sur- . 
face of tho earth. 

And consider this: The President, for 
fiscal 1071, has asked for $276 million for the 
SST— and only $100 million for the Air 
Pollution Control Administration. 

Solid Waste Pollution . — We create trash- 
cans, bottles, paper, and so forth — faster 
than we can dispose of It, and we are run- 
ning out of safe places to put It. We need 
to find Innovative ways to recapture our 
solid waste. We must also demand that 
packagers stop making virtually Indestructi- 
ble containers and come up with ones that 
are easily and cheaply disposed of. 

Tho Administration position on this prob- 
lem last year was interesting, to say the 
least. Secretary Robert Finch of HEW testi- 
fied about the critical nature of the prob- 
lem during hearings on bipartisan legisla- 
tion which would move toward recovery, 
recycling and reuse of the resources which 
today the nation burns, buries or dumps. He 
made an eloquent presentation of the scope 
of the problem. Then he flatly opposed 
spending the money required to Implement 
the solutions. 

In his message President Nixon also waxed 
eloquent on this problem, but he did not 
ask either for the necessary funds or 
legislation to deal with It. Instead, he sug- 
gested further study, 

In Great Britain, a much poorer nation 
per capita than we, the citizenry decided a 
few years ago that It was tired of pollution 
and began paying the price of cleaning up 
Its air. That price has been very dear to the 
average Britain, But It Is paying dividends. 

Now, wlille thick fog still rolls over London 
from the ocean, It no longer combines with 
air pollution to become the kind of killer 
smog for which that great city had become 
notorious. 

There had been no fish in the Thames 
river for over a century. But the British went 
to work here, too, and by 1968 some 40 dif- 
ferent species had come back. 

It has been done In America, as well. Last 
year In the New Jersey Air Quality Region, 
where a great phalanx of chemical plants 
Is situated, emissions of oxides of sulfur — 
tho sulfur content of fuel— were down a full 
60% from what they were in 1966, before 
there were regulations, 

Wo can have clean air and clean water. 
This mighty technology of ours can produco 
pollution abatement In tho Same way it 
produced pollution, 

What used to bo lacking was tho national 
will to do it. Now tho will is present, and 
the public Is willing to pay for It. And that 
means that both government and private 
purse strings must be loosed — now. 


THE LAOTIAN SITUATION 

Mr, GRIFFIN. Mr. President, recently 
the Senator from Arizona (Mr. Gold- 
water) delivered a perceptive, illuminat- 
ing speech on the floor of the Senate 
concerning the situation in Laos, His 
speech was largely overlooked by the 


press at the time it was given. However, 
on March 5 the Omaha World-Herald 
carried a news 'story and an editorial 
and I ask unanimous consent that they 
be printed in the Record, 

There being no objection the items 
were ordered to be printed in the Record, 
as follows: 

[From the Omaha World-Herald, Mar. 6, 
1970) 

Goldwater Tells Truth About Laos 
Troubles 

Congressional critics of the United States 
position In Laos, as well as some of the eastern 
press, have not been telling "the whole truth" 
about the situation, says Sen. Barry Gold- 
water, R-Ariz. 

Goldwater Is suggesting that they read 
the 1962 13-nation declaration on the neu- 
trality of Laos, signers of which Included the 
United States and Russia, and Red China, 
North Vietnam, Britain and France as well. 

Goldwater pointed to a key phrase In the 
declaration : 

"They (the signatories) will not introduce 
into the kingdom of Laos foreign troops r or 
military personnel in any form whatsoever, 
nor will they In any way facilitate or connive 
at the Introduction of any foreign troops or 
military personnel." 

It was the Comunlsts who breached that 
agreement, the Arizona senator said. 

REDS RESPONSIBLE " 

It was the Communists who breached that 
across Laos, using It as a supply route for Its 
troops In Vietnam, Goldwater pointed out. 

No American ground forces are in Laos, 
Secretary of Defense Melvin R. Laird has 
said, but U.S. planes have operated there to 
try to cut off the supplies going across Laos 
bound for Vietnam and Red forces there. 

"Lately," Goldwater told the Senate, "I 
have listened to some of my colleagues berate 
the United States for supposed activities in- 
Laos and have read similar stories In the 
New York Times and Washington Post. 

"I have kept wondering when some of that 
group would come out with the whole truth.” 

UNITED STATES NOT CULPRIT 

Goldwater said he hadn’t seen that whole 
truth "so far.” 

He said both Russia and Red China 
"pledged themselves to respect the neutral- 
ity of Laos.” 

“Now, he asked, "who is causing the trou- 
ble in Laos and, as long as we are at it, the 
trouble in South Vietnam and .northwest 
Thailand? The Communists, whether they be 
Russian, North Vietnamese, or Red Chinese. 
The United States Is not the culprit . . '. 
So I would hope that in the future that when 
Senators or members of the press decide to 
ascribe all the trouble in Laos to the United 
States (that they point the finger at Russia, 
Red China and North Vietnam and ask the 
question, what are you doing upsetting the 
neutrality of Laos?" 

Goldwater introduced In the Congressional 
Record the comploto declaration of Laotian 
neutrality as adopted by the 13 powers July, 
23, 1902. 

We Didn’t Start It 

Barry Goldwater has pointed out some- 
thing his colleagues in the Senate and every- 
one else should remember as the war in Laos • 
oontfnucs: > 

Tho President, the Pentagon and tho CIA' 
did not start the war. The Communists, par- 
ticularly tho North Vietnamese, aro respon- 
sible for It, just as they are responsible 
for the war In Vietnam and the trou- 
bles in . Thailand and other countries of 
Southeast Asia. 

Goldwater pointed out that North Vietnam, 
not the United States, put a force of 50,000 
to 60,000 soldiers In Laos. 
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of Laos was signed by Russia, Rod China and 
North Vietnam as well as by the United 
States. 

Goldwatcr’s words were overdue, for It has 
appeared from the remarks of some sena- 
tors that they thought the United States, 
on Its own, was trying to get another major 
war going In Laos. 

Sen. Mathias has warned, for example, that 
"overy American escalation has been met 
by a North Vietnamese escalation" In Laos. 
That Is tho kind of Intellectually dishonest 
blame-shlftlng that liberal politicians have 
been practicing for years in regard to the 
fighting in Vietnam. 

Now Mathias appears to bo trying to in- 
stitute more of It In regard to Laos, talking 
about American "escalation" when It is per- 
fectly clear that the Communist offensive 
across the Plain of Jars and beyond was the 
first step in the current Intensification of 
tho fighting. 

Sen. Cooper has repeatedly described the 
fighting In Laos as "an Internal war,” re- 
calling the attempts to pass off the conflict 
in South Vietnam as a "civil war" rather 
than a war erf aggression launched by North 
Vietnam. 

If It Is strictly a Laotian war, as Cooper 
seems to Imply, what are those 50,000 North 
Vietnamese doing there? Or would Sen. 
Cooper, like Hanoi, simply deny their ex- 
istence? 

Sen. Mike Mansfield has commented criti- 
cally on the "decided enlargement of the 
number of sorties flown over Laos” by Ameri- 
can warplanes, He did not comment, how- 
ever, on the fact that the number of air 
strikes Is In proportion to the Increased ef- 
forts by the North Vietnamese and Pathet 
Lao guerrillas to take over Laos or signifi- 
cant parts of It. 6 

Sen. Gore has said that “our activity In 
Laos is in violation of the Geneva agree- 
’ He has not bothered to mention who 
first violated the agreements, or the magni- 
tude of the Communist violations. 

Said Goldwater: 

I would hope that in the future that- 
when senators or members of the press de- 

* ^f ribe aU ttl ° tr °uble in Laos to the 
United States, that they point the finger 

a ^ Red ChIna and North Vietnam 
and ask the question, what are you doing 
upsetting the neutrality of Laos.” 8 

„n! Ve *. thln , k that statem en,t puts the Laotian 
situation In a clearer and much more hon- 
est perspective than some of the critical 
assessments made by other senators 

Laos seems unlikely to become another 
Vietnam militarily, but It easily could be- 
oome one politically nere at home. If the 
concerned senators are not more careful to 
* h6 trufch ot Communist ag- 
Sln’gly ba,ftnC6 thCir 


OIL IMPORTS NO SECURITY 
THREAT 

Mr. PROXMIRE. Mr. President, the 
Department of Defense official who is in 
charge of making sure that our Armed 
Forces have enough oil said yesterday 
that oil imports are no threat to our na- 
lonal security. 

This statement by Barry J. Shillito, 
assistant Secretary of Defense for In- 
stallations and Logistics, should put to 
rest any doubts about the national secu- 
rity justifications for the oil import pro- 
gram — there are none. 

The only justification that the oil In- 
dustry seems to be able to put forward is 
that what is good for the oil industry Is 
good for the national security; an idea 
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By Martin Schram 

News day Washiiigkm Bureau 

Washington — After teetering on the brink of a 
possible credibility- gap, President Nixon reversed 
policies last night and promised to reveal future 
American casualties in the once-clandcstine war in 
Laos. 

Nixon swept away much of the secrecy, that has 
cloaked the U.S. operations in Laos with his decision. 
The President ordered the State Department last 
night to release the names and the circumstances sur- 
rounding the deaths of the six U.S. civilians killed by 
hostile enemy action in Laos since he became Presi- ,1 
dent. Included were three employes of the Air * 
America charter airline, which has been linked by 
some sources' to the Central Intelligence Agency 

(CIA) . 

Nixon also promised that in the future: 
o The secretary of defense will inform the Ameri-. 
can public of all U.S. military aircraft losses and 
military air personnel casualties in Laos as soon as 
the search-and-rescue missions have been completed. 

© All casualties suffered by U.S. personnel sta- 
tioned in Laos due to hostile enemy actions will also 
be reported. 

The President’s reversal of policy came at 6 PM, 
hours after White House Press Secretary Ronald 
Ziegler had declined to provide newsmen with the 
identities of U.S. civilian personnel casualties suf- 
fered in Laos, Reporters had peppered Ziegler earlier 
in the afternoon with questions aimed at the credi- 
t’d ity issue, since the White House was maintaining 
that despite the revelation Sunday of 26 civilian 
deadas and one U.S. military casualty, there had been 
no U.S. deaths in Laos in ‘‘ground combat operations.” 

Meanwhile, Sen. Stuart Symington (D-Mo.) was 
charging on Capitol Hill yesterday afternoon that 
Nixon’s “partial release of facts does not give an ac- 
curate picture” of U.S. involvement in Laos. Sym- 
ington said: “If the American people are going to be 
taxed to pay for this undisclosed war, they are en- 
titled to know more about it than the administration 
has seen fit to disclose in bits and pieces.” 

In announcing Nixon’s new disclosure policy last 
nighty Ziegler said: “The purpose of this administra- 
tion is to discuss completely the U.S. involvement 
in Laos, These orders and this policy which the 
President is stating today clearly shows the intent 
of the President to fully inform the American people 
of the scope of the U.S. involvement in Laos and 
to keep the American people informed of U.S 
activities in Laos 1 

- . Ziegler said < at there had been six U.S; civilians i 
killed in Laos Ly hostile enemy action since Nixon ! 
_was inaugurated. Throe of tho dead men were em- 


" ployes of Air America, a charter airline believed to be 
at least partly controlled by the CIA. Air America 
operates officially under contract to tho U.S. Agency 
for International Development, the government’s 
foreign aid agency. The Air America employes identi- 
fied as killed v/ere J. C. Merkel, William <3. Gibbs and 
Ralph S. Davis. The State Department could not pro- 
vide any home town addresses last night. 

The other three fatalities were men who were 
members of the International Voluntary Services, a 
private Peace Corps-type organization whose mem- 
bers noip people in underdeveloped countries on agri- 
cultural and other community projects. That organiza- 
tion received $1,500,000 a year in grants from the 
'U.S. international development agency, according to 
■a 1937 report. The International Voluntary Services’ 
imembers killed were: Arthur Stillman, Chandler Ed- 
-wirds and Dennis Jylummert. The names of the other- 
,2(rU.S. civilians, all presumably killed before Nixon 

■ took office, were not disclosed. 

in addition to those civilians, one U.S. military 
man also has been killed in ground action in Laos 

■ during the Nixon administration. He was U.S. Army 
•Capt. Joseph Bush, a military attache who was killed 
-after returning enemy fire during a North Vietnamese 
i commando attack. His identity was confirmed by the 
;.Whiie House Sunday only after it was first revealed 
. by' lie Los Angeles Times. 

Nixon’s staff had not learned, of Rush’s death 
'Jie-ore the President’s declaration in Friday’s official 

Laos statement that “no American stationed in Laos 
had ever been killed in ground combat operation 
Nixon also was embarrassed by an official White 
House briefer who said Friday that all American 
deaths in Laos had been caused b T U.S air opera, 
tions; the White House later conceded that perhaps 
27 had died in ground action since 19o2. 
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’ican Losses m Laos 
i From Now on to Be Told 


? Compiled From News Wires 

| Washington — Amid con- 
1 gressional charges he is dodg- 
{ ing demands for disclosure of 
; U.S. Laotian involvement, 
! President Nixon has ordered 
[ the ptiblic release of American 
‘ casualties and air losses as 
they occur in the Southeast 
. Asian country. 

In announcing the policy 
k change Monday night, the 
White House disclosed six 
‘civilians were killed in Laos 
last year as the result of hostile 
; enemy action. 

i Press secretary Ronald L. 

! Ziegler said the administration 
[Will immediately “inform the 
i American public about all 
military aircraft losses and 
^military air personnel 
rcasuaities in Laos once search- 
Jand-rescue missions are com- 
pleted.” 

j Ziegler said this is the same 
; policy followed on Vietnam 
. losses. In the past, Casualties in 
tLaos have been lumped with 
[those of Southeast Asia as a 
[whole 


described as having support 
rather than active military 
roles, three were killed by am- 
bush, one was shot as he was 
piloting a helicopter. And two 
were killed by what the White , 
House called possible hostile 


known “all along where Joe 
was. And when he was killed, 
the government made no at- 
tempt, so far as I know, to keep 
it quiet that ho had been killed 
in Laos.” 

The White House statement 
came after a day of Senate 


^ re ' debate on U.S. involvement in 

Meanwhile, the Los Angeles Laos. 

Times reported Tuesday that / Sen. Hugh Scott of 
■Ccnixal — intelligence Agency ^/Pennsylvania, the Republican 
(CIA) agents posing as v leader, said Democrats are 
members of the agency are in- looking for a political issue in 
volvcd in military operations in the debate over Laos. 

Sen. Alan Cranston, D-Calif., 


Laos. 

The Times" story from Jack 
Foisie in Vientiane estimated 
the number of CIA agents at 
sever al hundred. The 
newspaper said their activities 
include recruiting and training 
pro-government guerrillas, de- 
tecting enemy troop movements, 
and acting as ground controllers 
for aircraft. 

The White House confirmed 
Sunday that Joseph K. Bush 
Jr., an Army captain, was 
killed in Laos Feb. 10, 19G9, in 
an exchange of fire with North 
\. Vietnamese commandos. The 
I administration said his death 
i did not occur in combat ac- 
! tion. 

i At Temple, Tex., the widow 
'and parents of Bush said the 
(government never tried to keep 
^secret the location of the 25- 
year-old captain’s death. , 

L Carol Bu8h, 24 , said she had 


said two soldiers told him, 
American troops were sent into* 
Laos “to pick up (U.S.) bodies! 
and bring them back into Viet 
nam so when they were 
counted as dead they would be 
counted as dead in Vietnam 
and not in the Laos theater.” 

Sen. Stuart Symington, D- 
' Mo., whose .Senate Foreign 
Relations subcommittee con- 
ducted a week of hearings on 
Laos in October, said the ad- 
ministration’s “partial release 
of facts does not give an ac- 
curate picture.” 

Symington hag been trying to 
have the State Dept, agree td 
release a censored version of 
the transcript. 

He told newsmen t h e 
transcript contained “very in- 
teresting disclosures” about 
U.S. casualties in Laos and 
asked “why only ground com- 
bat troops are considered 
1 - 


! 
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• ■ ' VIENTIANE — The U.S. civilian 
AID mission in Laos is being used as 
a cover for Central Intelligence 
Agency agents engaged in clande- 
stine operations against the Commu-- 
unist enemy. 

Agents posing as members of the 
Agency for International Deve- 
lopment mission's rural develop- 
ment division are recruiting and 
training progovernment guerrillas 
to fight Communists, detect enemy 
movements deep in their own terri- 
tory and to act as ground controllers 
' for aircraft. 

The Americans involved in these 
military activities are members of 
xhe AID mission's Rural Develop- 
ment Annex to distinguish them 
mom other rural development work- 
ers engaged in the agency's normal 
functions — assistance to civilians in 
remote areas. 

Total Several Hundred 

Based on talks with people 
throughout Laos the past several 
weeks, the number of agents posing • 
as AID workers totals several 
hundred. 

In one area there are almost 50 
Americans and about half of them 
are listed as members of the Rural 
Development Annex. In Military 
Region II in northeast Laos, where 
much of the fighting has occurred, . 
Annex members are very numerous,. 

In the northeast, both regular and 
guerrilla forces are under the com- 
mand of a Meo tribal general, Vang 
/aci. For years the CIA has been 
active in supporting Vang Pao's 
mountain people. 

Originally the activity was under 
the code name of "White Star." It 
now appears that Rural Develop- 
ment Annex is the successor to 
White Star. 

Although nominally under control, 
of the AID mission director, Charles'. 
Mann, Annex people answer only to 
the CIA chief in Laos. 

There is another secret organiza- 
tion hidden within the AID mission 
compound. It is called the Special 
Requirements Office. Its' personnel 
provide the supplies for the clandes- 
tine units, 

ft 
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i wells, build schools and 
teach sanitation arc some- 
times called upon to act as 
forward air controllers,' it 
was learned. 

I Within the AID mission 
there is some discontent 
over the military role that 
is being forced upon them. 

"It breeds distrust of the 
people we are trying to 
help," one field worker 
said.- "I won't say that we 
perform humanitarian 
work free of political im- 
plications. But now some 
people think we're an 
adjunct of the military." 

Request Questioned 
It is particular 
rassing for field klpefiVii-d 
sors when they ask for 
more money or more staff 
and the request is ques- 
tioned by an 'unknowing 
bureaucrat in Washing- 
ton. 

"How can you ask for 
more men when you've 
already got 15 supervising 
• well-digging?" is the que- 
ry. 

Pie doesn’t know that 10 
of the well-digging experts 
are really CIA agents. 

. The only strong opposi- 
tion to the AID mission's 
change of its original 
peaceful role, however, 

, comes from a youthful 
group of overseas workers,' 
members of the Interna-' 
tional Volunteer Servico. 
Privately chartered, IVS 
preceded the Peace Corps. 
Its members have served 
with distinction in Viet-, 
nam and Laos. 

There are 40 IVS mem- 
bers in Laos, and they 
serve under an -AID mis- 
sion contract. Although 
they have made no formal 
protest, there is deep dis- 
content and some are con- 
sidering voicing their dis- 

703/04 : CIA 


Former Servicemen 
• Many members of the 
Annex are former Ameri- 
can servicemen who 
fought in Vietnam. Often 
they come Irom the Special 
Forces and their job in. 
Laos is about the same-—' 
without the green beret. 

The men for the Annex 
are recruited as their dis- 
charge date from ser- 
vice comes due. Many 
have a desire for further 
adventure overseas and 
like the high pay, triple or 
more .what they earned 
when in uniform. 

There is the possibility- 
that some men have 
. gained temporary leave 
from the armed forces r id - 
...j.caji return to the military ■ 
i, after their contract ex- 
pires. 

In the past several years 
the membership in the 
Annex has remained con- 
stant, it was learned. Only 
the American air support 
to the Royal Lao govern- 
ment forces seems to have 
escalated. 
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The Old Road to Credibility Gap 




Before President Nixon’s belated namese commando attack on a rear 
statement on the subject, many Ameri- area that the White House acknowl- 
i cans were apprehensive about the U. S. - eged his death and the other casualties; 
t liability in Laos. They still are — as even then, lame attempts were made to . 

questions multiply about the reliability preserve the pretense that "ground; 

• of his report. combat operations” were not responsi-j 

. • „ ble. The alleged distinction can be of; 
The President asserted specifically, gmall comfort to the victims. ' > 

> for exhmphr-thftfe-^no American sta- How many more casualties have ] 

! tioned in Laos has ever been killed m actually been sustained? And if it is > 

| ground combat operations.’LApparently rcal]y y s policy — as one diplomat ; 

\ he knew at the time that 25 U. S. civil- claimed yesterday in commenting oiv; 

ians had been slain or were missing as ^ be Laotian government’s response to i, 

I a result of "hostile action” but chose a peace . talk proposal from the Pathet 
[. to distinguish these casualties from any Lao _ to be « all for the Laotians set- ; 
i sustained in "combat.” tling problems among themselves," why 

In any event* he did not mention "V has the U .S. become' steadily more 
them, and it was only after press re- involved? ;i TheF„ White House has now • 
ports that an American Army officer' belatedly agreed tA-fcclaaSe future casu- 
had been killed 13 months ago as he ally figurers in Laos. Will CIAmen be 

vainly sought to drive off a North Viet-^f^neiuded in the count? ■] 


On a Muddy Track 


"As long as he’s a reliable horse/* one American said of Thieu, “we’ll yide j 
him. But if people think he’s beginning to falter , that could cause difficulties.” 
—from a Washington Post story, datelined Saigon. A 

' * ’ * • * • ’• 
That is uot too felicitous an image of the South Vietnamese President, 
every way li ke a man on horseback himself — in the j 

inp refusing to dismount arid hiding roughshod- over '. 

B'es/tT. a9vo--.TB3.i; . . v or«o T a>.J - i a t . &■ 

.ti'ftSiittl.orfl" ulidir ■ — —» ■■ 


who behaves each day in 
A saddle, gripping a tight rei 
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By a Staff Correspondent 

WASHINGTON — The Administration today was under 
orders from President Nixon to give a lull accounting of all 
, future casualties and aircraft losses associated with Amcri- 
. can activities in Laos. 

I Stung by charges that the 
public was not being told 




Arthur Stillman and America, an airline also 
Dennis Mummert, both am- undcr contract to AID but 
bushed on Aug. 6, 1969, near rurr >orcd to be financed and 


all it should be about U. S. 
involvement in the ~ land- 
•; locked Asian nation, Nixon 
late yesterday directed that 
i from now on: 

1 All military aircraft . 

• .losses and military air . 

personnel casualties in 

; Laos will be reported pub- 
licly as soon as search 
y and rescue operations arc 
j' completed. Those facts un- ' 

V til today had been lumped , 

; together with Vietnam 
statistics. 

- Q The loss or death from 
I “hostile enemy action” of 

any U. S. personnel sta- ' 

tloned in Laos will also bo 
announced. This will cover 

• advisers, trainers and lo- 

i gistical support employes. — - 

Casualties stemming from Dept, spokesmen said, they 
action along the South Viet- were unable to provide the 
I nam-Laotian border will still ■ a scs or hometowns of the six. 

• be carried as Vietnam' casu- r ^ha, information -.they* were 
alties, however, the . Presl- *We to assemble detailed the 

f.'dent ruled.' • • J- deaths as follows: 

• '*■ •• 


All this was announced late 
yesterday by Press Secretary 
Ziegler after a lengthy meet- 
ing with top White House of- 
ficials at which the directive 
was Ironed out. 

Said Ziegler: "These orders 
and this policy c|:arly show 
the Intent of the President to 
inform the American people 
of the scope of U. S. involve- 
ment in Laos and his inten- 
tion to continue to keep the 
American people informed of 
U. S. activities in Laos.” 

Part of the President’s or- 
der — the immediate release 
of the names of the six U. S. 
civilians killed In Laos during 
the past year — reached the 
State Dept, so late that most 
of the administrative staff 
there had gone home. 

As a consequence. State 


Ban Nong Keun. 

Chandler Edwards, am- ( 
bushed on April 4, 1969, at 
Ban Soukhouma. 

Shot to Death 
J. C. Merkel, fatally 
wounded by a bullet on Feb. 
18, 1970, while piloting a 
helicopter over the Plain of 

• William J. Gibbs, killed 
by hostile fire on May 13, 
I960, following the crash of 
the helicopter in which he 
was riding near Nam Bac. 

And Ralph S. Davis, also 
fatally shot on Aug. 16, 1969, 


controlled by the CIA 
The current flap over the 
credibility of the Administra* “ 
tlon’s word regarding Amor- ‘ 
lean participation in the l4o- . 
tian war came to a head in - 
recent weeks when the White 
House repeatedly refused to ; 
comment on news accounts I 
of growing U. S. involvement , 
In the tiny kingdom. _-i 

Nixon sought to allay rls- 3 
lng suspicion by delivering a ] 
statement last Friday outlin- jj 
ing American activities in the..] 
area. A claim in his report j 
that no Americans stationed | 
In Laos had been killed In > 


after the small fixed-wing CO mbat was challenged over 
aircraft he was riding in 
crashed southwest of the 


the weekend by a published 
report of the death of a U. S. 
infantry captain at the hands 
of North Vietnamese com- 
mandos in Laos. 


Plain of Jars. 

The first three were mem- 
bers of International Volun- 
teer Services, a private group while maintaining that the 
carrying out a Peace Corps- President’s claim still stood, 
like function under contract the Administration apparent- 
to the Agency for Inter- ' iy felt compelled to demon- 
national Development. ... _strate. further its .committ- 

’Worked for Airline •?'-'T>»..^-*»inent ■to> ^informing the 
The. second group of three public. Yesterday's directive 
men all, worked for .Alr fpllow^jL-,.. - i 




**A -*■'*- V-"f- V I- 
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By RUSSELL BAKER 
WASHINGTON, March 9— 
Suddenly there is Laos out on 
Page One. It is a place, judging 
from the news reports, •where 
a young man with no pull at 
; his draft board could get killed 
unless somebody docs some- 
thing clever quickly, which, is 
. always unlikely. The following 
pocket guide to Laos is intend- 
< ed to shed the clear light of 
information on this crucial cor- 
, ner of the world: 

,/ 1. What is Laos?— Laos is a 

/ fertile area of opium surround- 
( ed by the C.I.A. It is famous 
for the historic Plain of Jars, 
the stalwart Meo tribesmen and 
a rainy season which, if it were 
, to fall into Communist hands,; 
might well upset the delicate 
balance of dominoes now pre- 

* vailing between the Mekong 
.. and the Irrawaddy. 

Sounding Like an Old Hand 
j 2. Who is the Irrawaddy?— 
\ The Irrawaddy is not a who, 
but a what; or, to be precise, a 

* river in Burma, a location so 
remote from Laos that it has 
absolutely no bearing at all on 
the Laotian situation, whatever 
that may be. Use of the phrase. 

1 “between the Mekong and the 

* Irrawaddy” may, however, make 

1 you sound like an - old Laos 
l - ■ - ;• •< •- " 


hand in conversation, and is 
therefore recommended unless 
there is a genuine old Laos 
hand in the room, which will 
be unlikely since there were 
only three genuine . old Laos 
hands in' the world as of last 
January, and all of them were 
far gone on opium. 

That Old Pagoda 

3. What about the old Moul- 
mein Pagoda? — The old Moul- 
mein Pagoda is too far from 
Laos to have any obvious con- 

’ nection, though what the C.I.A* 

■ may be up to there cannot, 
of course, be officially dis- 
cussed, as the U. S. Govern- 
ment never officially discusses 
C.I.A. activities, even in old 
pagodas. 

4. Where were we ? — we were 
about to learn how to pro- 
nounce "Laos.” If you can pro- 
nounce the French article "la” 
and the German preposition 
“aus” you arc well on the way 
to success; say, very quickly, 
"la” and "aus,” and you have 
it. If your only language is Eng- 
lish, and you can say “louse,” 
you will have it as clearly as 

1 most people in the State De- 

■ partment. 

'• 5 , Having , Vietnamized the 

war in Vietnam, will President 
Nixon be logically consistent ' 


and Laosize the war in Laos ? — 
The President’s political ad- 
visers object to Laosizing the 
war. They ’believe most Ameri- 
cans would think he was talk- 
ing about “louse eyes” and 
would complain that their Prcs- 
: . ought to have weightier 
to talk about on tele- 
, vision. Nor has Prof. Henry 
Kissinger’s suggestion that the 
Administration “de-Laos” the 
situation been greeted very 
Enthusiastically at the White 
''House. 

6. What will the United 
States do if the capital of Laos 
falls to the enemy?— That de- 
pends upon who the enemy is, 
and upon which capital he cap- 
tures. There are two capitals; 

- i . . t 


offices of one Vang Pauv 
(rhymes with “bang! pow!”)[ 
the C.I.A. has rallied freedom-* 
loving fierce Mco tribesmen on L 
the Plain of Jars. 'i 

9. Who Is Vang Pau?— That’s 
not the question. The real ques-“( 
tion is, who is Souphanouvong?. 
(rhymes with "you run along”). 

A Forgotten Quarrel 

10. Who is Souphanouvong? y 
— Souphanouvong, leader of the ' . 
Pathet Lao, is the half-brother,' 
of Prince Souvanna Phouma \ ‘ 
(doesn’t rhyme with anything),-* , 
who is the neutralist ruler of , t 
Laos and a good guy. Souphan-f j 
ouvong got mad at his half- J 
brother a long time ago and?; 
went out into the elephant* 


tures. There are two capitals; went our into ine eiepnant* , 
they are Luang Prabang and grass beyond the Plain of Jars- 
Vientiane. No one is certain yet to form the Pathet Lao. 
how many enemies there are. ; 11. What did he get mad 

At last count there were Chi- '‘about? — No one. remembers any 
,nese Communists building a more. Old Thai hands say there - 
road in the north, North Viet- ' are rumors along the klongs j 

namese extending a skirmish of Bangkok that they had a; 

line through the middle, and political argument in 1948. 
Pathet Lao (rhymes with “pot- with Souphanouvong supporting - ' 
ted cow") digging a ditch in . Thomas E. Dewey and Souvan-o 
the south. , na Phouma favoring Harryt 

7. Let’s go back to the old . Truman, but it may have been"' 

Moulmein Pagoda— Absolutely - the other way around. ’- ■' 
notl Now quit whining and pay 12. Is this some kind of foke? » 
attention. —Not unless you are one of* 

1 8. -Where does the those lucky , people who cafl 

‘coma to?— Through the- good '! die laughing.' < '. •£ : Vi‘L!i.25 


f ' 
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CIA Agents Pose] 
As Laos Aid Men, 
Report Claims 


Los Angeles — (AP) — CIA 
'agents poising as members of 
the Agency for International De- 
velopment are involved in mili- 
tary operations against Commu- 
nists in Laso, the Los Angeles 
Times reported yesterday. 

A dispatch from Vientiane es- 
timated the number of such 
agents at several hundred. It 


said they recruit and train pro- 
government guerillas, detect 
Communist troop movements 
and act as groun controllers for 
j aircraft. I 


The story said the agents 
pose as members of AID’S Rural 
Development Annex to distin- 
! guish them from other rural de 
velopment workers doing the 
agency’s normal job of helping 
civilians in remote areas.' 
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• President Nixon's Report on Laos 
May Not Hint at Depth of Involvement 


Bowing to pressure from the public 
and from Congress, President Nixon 
has given the nation a rundown on the 
situation in Laos, our involvement 
there, and future prospects for that 
part of strife-riddled Southeast Asia. 

While he stressed that we have no 
ground combat troops in Laos— and 
; “no plans for introducing” them— there 
is, overall, little that is reassuring in 
:liis report, and much that is disquiet- 
ing. - 

t Not that Mr. Nixon sought particu- 
larly to lull the public by his statement. 

. He made quite clear that the situation 
i in Laos is precarious for the Lao gov- 
ernment, that it is the Communist _ ^ 

> forces, especially from North Vietnam, that our involvement is superficial and 
■who have brought about the present could be quickly ended. It seems’ 1 
peril by consistent violations of the 1962 'obvious that it could not. '. ] 


at the cost. or depth of our activities 
within the country. Various other re- 
ports have referred to the presence of-; 
Green Berets and Central Intelligence \ 
^Agency operatives ; Newsweek ma^ 
azi«er*tmsaid the current cost of our i 
operations in Laos, is $300 million a 
year. 

It beggars belief that we c o u 1 d ^ 
carry on extensive counter-insurgency 1 
and combat support within a country ; 
without becoming entangled in its po-1 
litical and economic structure. But the] 
President, by citing a figure of 1,040: 
Americans “employed” by us in Laos,! 
and stressing that all we do there is : 
by government request, seems to imply' 

— - i.. 1 - t « «• • m mf* 


: neutralization agreements, and that 
Laos matters because it is a part of the 
entire muddled picture in Southeast 
'Asia and affects our war— and peace— 
| efforts in yietnam. 

; Still, we think that the President 
glossed over some details in the Lao- 
tian situation that would suggest how 


Mr. Nixon spoke to the point when 
he placed our Laos activities in the 
context of the Vietnam war and the 
defense df the Geneva agreements. But 
there is little i reassurance in this, . 
either. Oui - war efforts have produced j 
a stalemate that can last only as long j 

, - -oo— — as we remain in Southeast Asia ' in j 

deeply we have already become in- . force; we have not managed anything : 
ivolved there. It is all very well to in -Paris toward a peace that would- 
speak of the Laotians “settling prob- allow our safe,, orderly withdrawal. ) 
lems among themselves,” as did a U.S. “Vietnamization” works to prolong the I 
diplomatic spokesman in the wake of a war, not settle it. "i 

^ ao P eilce f ee lpr Monday; Finally, the Geneva agreements I 
whether we would readily stand aside cannot be meaningful as' long as the < 
for the chance this might happen is^an-, U.S. is the only Western nation inter- ! 

Aril O V /-ftl/ipf r _ _ j 1 « 4 1 


ested in seeing them kept.' The question ,« 
is not whether the Communists are a j 
bunch of dirty birds, who -. cheat on ' 
treaties; of course they are. The ques- 
tion is how far we should go — and 
how much more of our blood and 


other question. 

As one illustration of the apparent 
gaps between the President’s words 
and the existing situation, Mr. Nixon- 
acknowledged that we have been and 
are furnishing air support to Royal Lao 

forces, but he said nothing about the treasure we should invest — in trying 
* extent of that support. The gist of wide- ' to keep them honest (especially sin.ee I 
spread reports is that it is massive; our own hands are not altogether clean 
Sen. Hairy F. Byrd Jr. said on the Sen-, in respecting Indochina treaties). 1 
ate floor last week that “It is a fact The fact is that there no longer is ] 
t5 J e U-S-tiad dropped more, ( any graceful exit for us from Southeast 1 
bombs (in Laos) than it has on North Asia’s combat theater, and little hope ’ 
Vietnam. News sources say that we that we can leave behind anything that 
have lost at. least 100 pilots on such will endure. If Vietnam has been ai 
.missions. ■ ' bitter experience, Laos looks like a- 

For another illustration, while he. disaster area., We ought to avoid any/ 

Royal Laos, the President did not, hint to find means of extricating ourselves. 



O I M I I IM I L 
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President's best weapon 
on Laos affair is candor 


A . • 

people are dose enough to the Reds to be killed by 
them, they are in combat. 

We hope the President is upset with the Penta- 
gon word game. This episode leads us to wonder what 
else he had not been told before he made his state- 


President Nixon has been put in an awkward 
P position by a bit of Pentagon, semantics. 

Last Friday, in his statement on Laos, the Pres- 
; ident said flatly that “no American stationed in Laos 
■has ever been killed in ground combat operations.” 

! It has since become known that 27 American 


ment on Laos. We assume he is busy finding out all 
he needs to know and will tell the public when he 
does. ‘ ' /: • ) 


xi, .-ui 






; — 'including an Army captain — have died as a result 
* of “hostile action” on the ground in Laos. The other 
! 26 were civilians, one a dependent of a civilian. Pre- 
, sumably most of them were CIA men, who have ! 
! trained the Laotian army. — ] 
1 A White House spokesman said Nixon did not 
know of the captain’s death when he made Ms stated 
ment. The spokesman, however, stuck with the | 
“hostile action” definition, saying the captain diied ) 
in an enemy attack behind the lines and thus was J 
not In a “ground combat operations.” He would not 
discuss the other deaths due to “hostile action.” ■ 



The Army captain apparently presumed he was 
in combat. He shot and killed one Communist at- 
tacker before he was gunned down. The matter of 
■ definition is moot for him and the other 26. 

The President’s efforts to clarify the American 
involvement in Laos have been damaged by these 
belated disclosures. The attempt to stick by the orig- 
inal statement by playing with words only makes 
matters worse. We cannot buy the distinction be- 
t tween hostile action and combat operations., If our 
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*T*Iug 'creditability gap' n 

©irdeir Laos cUSscDosuipes 1 


, By TED KNAP 

Sc r ip ps -Howard Staff Writer 

President Nixon put In effect today a policy 
|of fuller disclosures of U. S. air and ground 
casualties in Laos in an effort to head off a 
credibility crisis and convince the public that 
Americans are not engaged in ground combat 
there. 

In the midst of rising controversy over how 
i and how many Americans have died in Laos, 
i White House Press Secretary Ronald L. Zieg- 
ler announced last night the President had 
'ordered that: 

■ • The secretary of defense inform the 
American public about all losses of military 
aircraft and their personnel over Laos after 
the usual search-and-rescue' operations are 
completed. 

• Any U. S. civilian, or military casualties 
resulting from hostile enemy ground action in 
Laos will be repotted publicly. 

These have not been reported in the past 
'except as an undisclosed part of U. S.-casual- 
I ties in South Vietnam. 

Mr. Ziegler said the now policy "clearly 
shows the intent of the President to inform the 
American people of the scope of U. S. involve- 
ment in Laos, and his Intention to continue to 
. keep the American people informed of U. S. 
s activities in Laos." . ' 

RELEASE NAMES! 

In line with that, the President ordered the 
State Department to release the names of six 
civilians killed in Laos as a result of hostile 
action since he became President In January’, 
1969. 

* Mr. Ziegler said three were killed by am- 
’bush, one by a bullet while piloting a helicop- 

■ ter and two by hostile fire. A seventh Ameri- 
can killed In Laos in 1969 was Capt. Joseph 

' Bush- shot while returning fire during a North 

' Jr ***** iCtamLm 


Vietnamese commando raid on a Laotian Artil--^ 
lery command post where he was serving as : 
military adviser. 

The state department identified the ambush 
victims as Arthur Stillman and Dennis Mum- 
mert, killed Aug. 5, 1969, and Chandler Ed- 
wards, killed April 24, 1969. All three were 
' listed as employed by International Voluntary j 
Services, identified by the State Department j 
as a private refugee relief and community de- \ 
velopment organisation under contract to the >1 
U. S. Agency for International Development 
(AID). 

J. C. Merkel was hit Feb. 18, 1970, while 
piloting a helicopter; William J. Gibbs -died 
May 13, 1969, in the crash of a helicopter hit 
by hostile fire, and Ralph S. Davis died Aug. 
19, 1969, in the crash of a light plane hitby 
ground fire. Mr. Merkel, Mr. Gibbs and Mr. 
Davis were listed as pilots for Air America,-^ 
the charter service employed by AID and the 
Central Intelligence Agency. 

Next of kin were not identified Immediately. : 
It was over those casualties, and about 20 
others that had occurred between 1962 and 
1068, that the White House beeamu embroiled 
in ,a credibility controversy over the weekend. 

Mr. Nixon had said in his report to the na- 
tion Friday that "no American stationed in 
Laos has ever been killed in ground combat < 
operations." Two days later, after newspapers J 
had reported Capt. Bush’s death, the White 
House said that Capt. Bush and 26 civilians 
had been killed or were missing as a result of 
“hostile action" on the ground in Laos since 
1962. The White House ins.sted they were not 
, killed "in ground combat operations.” 

400 LINKED TO VIETNAM 
White House sources said the controversy 
grew out of proportion to the relatively small 
number of ground casualties. The White House 
had freely reported that nearly 400 Americans 
’ had died, were missing or had been captured 
• In the air war over Laos, chiefly while bomb- 
ing North Vietnamese troops and supplies 
along the Ho Chi Minh Trail into South Viet- 
nam. 

Mr. Ziegler said U. S. casualties resulting 
; from “protective reaction missions" along the 
j border between Laos and South Vietnam will 
'continue ■ to be reported as part of the Vietnam 
j war toll because those activities are directly 
Irc^.tojhatwar^^ 

,Vlfc 
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state 


o “Tlx: President has 
dial any casualties that result 
from Imslilo enemy actions of 
U.X. personnel sin! ionod in Laos 
will be reported. This refers to 
advisers, personnel involved in 
training and logistical support.” 

Ziegler said during lflGO — 
since tlie Nixon administration 

took office — there were six jin Laos end Ms intention to keep 
civilians staiioned in Laos in a j the people informed o£ U.S. ac- 
■ supporting role who were killed : tivitics in Laos.” 

; 'e as n result of hostile action, lie § It was disclosed over tro 
■ six would : weekend by the adm’r.LstraUon 
: Depart- 1; that aircraft losses Li Laos, in- 

lloliidine belicnntor;:. have fciC.1 


raacic r.o 

so tar as I know, to kee,> it ,tj 
that ho had beer, kil'cd ir. Lao 
Ziegler said the ■■orders ar.d 
this policy which ■the President 
is stating today clearly crows 
the intent of the Presidr-.t to 
inform the American people, m 
the scope of U.S. involvement 


3»r.;ton is released on the Viet- 
nam war. 

O.tc official referred 


. esimva. s new policy 


to the 
on Lac: 


i 

no a 

“mil eiselosi: 

re.” It is 

310 i". 

IlOv/tiV 

or, as was m 

ads clear 

\\h:- 

1 ’a. hit 

!e House Pro 

S3 Secrc- 

t?T/' 

i A < on r 

'■Id L. Zirgi 

lor cnee 


.■■ ", Ur 

llC COUld 

re no dol- 

Ifjy ] 

v w. C 

m how much 

tho Unit- 

cd 

StO .At, 

is spending 

in Laos 

and 

did 

not anticm 

ate any 

char 

in I 

his repseet. * 


oy 


v. 


mto uouse statement 
ler^ a day m Senate de- 
U.S. involvement in 
J. Y/illism Fuibright, 


Lite 
cane 
bate c 
Lacs. £ 

D-.'.rk., chairman of the Foreign 
Relations Committee, accused 
the administration of “an awful 
rot cf ducidng and dodging in 


Laos. 

Republican Leader Hugh Scott 
Of Pennsylvania said Democrats 
arc lie-king for a political issue 
IB L'.C- debate c-ver Laos. 

Sen. Stuart Symington, D-Mo 
said the administration “is re- 
leasing bits and pieces of infer 
21 alien an Lacs which do not 
u en acearato picture of the 
w: r h ere.” 

A’ nr. Cranston, D-Calif., 
m-.nr,-;r of Americans had 


told 

i-'i-Vj ii'OHi 

o tc i 
lost if they ’ 


kw v/ert sent into 
Kos.ih Vietnam with 1 
ay they had gotten 
Vcie cap:, , civ 


, 27 Listed at: Lost 

Ziegler made known the new 
policy after an unusual delay oil 
nearly 2% hours in the regular '>■ 
p.rn. White House news briefing. 1 

The lid was partially lifted bv 
the administration itself over 
the weekend when the White 
House admitted that one U.S. 

Army officer died and 2G Ameri- 
can _ civilians were killed "or 
missing in Laos due to “hostile 
ground action.” 

Hut the administration still 
he’d to the fine 
that there is a 
tween “hostile ground action 
and American combat action. 

The White House still insists 
that no Americas has ever been 
killed in Laos during ground ac- 
tion and that no ground combat 
fo.- wS me matmr.uc; in Laos. 

Nixon said in a statement re- j southwest part of the Plain of 
leasea Fnaay that 1,0 i0 Arneri-f Jars. ! 

cans wore Stationed in Las in i! Air America is a contract 


Slate De- 
partment disclosed the names of 
the six men, three of whom were 
identified as Air America pilots 
and three as members- of Inter- 
national Voluntary Services. 

They were Arthur Stillman 
and Dennis Mummcrt, of IVS, 
killed on Aug. 5, IDG'S, in an 
enemy ambush near Ban Ncng 
Keun: Chandler Edwards, of 
IVS, killed in an enemy ambush 
on April 24, 1339, at Ban Souk- 
houma ; J. . C. Merkel, Air 
America pilot, killed Feb. 18, 
when a sniper bullet struck his 
helicopter over the Plhin of 
Jars. 

William J. Gibbs, Air Amori- 


iicluding hclicoptc: 
on the order of 400.’ It is a Lis 
known that the number of Amer- 
ican personnel missing or dead 
in Laos since 1DG2 is about 400, 
although these casualties have 
been included in the Southeast 
iiAsia casualty - reports. These 
l\wero air casualties. 


semantic point can pilot, lulled near Nam Bac 
duferojico oe- °n May 13, 1039, when his hcli- 
mv ” m ‘ copter was struck by hostile 

ground fire and crashed; and 
Ralph S. Davis, Air America pi- 
lot, killed on Aug. 19, 1359, when 
the small fixed-wing plane he 
. was flying was struck by hostile 
! ground fire and crashed in the 


■etui** 

noncombat role. 


He said no 


company which often has been 
described as a covert operation- 
al arm of the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency. IVS is a Peace 
I Corps-typo organization general- 
ity thought to have no connection 



p. 

res.Jc-nt’s decieion to re- 

I,. 

■5£C 3 

-eerc inforrnmion ap- 

P’ 


to be a reaction to a 

r* 

c: 

rcseesdo cf press inquir-j 

io 

ar.d 

Senate attacks on *the I 

U 

.b. inyoivoment in Laos. • i 


in 

m t-ortti&tion s do tit 

th 

VS, 

role in Laos has beam 

hr 

t y,<\ l<i ;‘l 

arr.,c the tightest possi- 


■: KCW: 

•’ity, end all U.S. easual- 

i. : -i 

- f .'hK 

Lave been lumped 

V/i 

ell 

:o in Southeast Asia as a 


Americans s . 11,101101 there had 

ever been killed in ground com- 
bat operations. 

Ziegler said Hast night, the 
purpose of the administration is 
to discuss completely the U.S. 
role in Laos and told reporters 
the President is ordering the fol- 
lowing procedures: 

° “He is directing the secretary' 

of defense effective immediately 'uocribcd as a military attache 
,o inform the American public at the embassy in Laos, was 
about all aircraft losses and mil- lulled in February 1939 in an 
itary air personnel casualties in exchange of fire with North Viet- 
uaosonce the search and rescue, namesc commandos. His death 
missions are complete. In the! had been publicly confirmed by 


with U.S. intelligence opera- 
tions. 

Ziegler said that in addition to 
these six men, one military offi- 
cer, Army Capt. Joseph Bush, 


W,.0;e. 


past, these losses have been part 
of the Southeast Asia report. 

° “Casualties resulting from 
protective reaction missions 
along the South Vietnam and 
Laotian border and involving 
U.S. personnel conducting oocra- 
tions in South Vietnam will* con-! 
tiuuc to bo reported as a part of 
the South Vietnam casualties. 


the White House on Sunday. 

In Temple, Tex., the widow 
and parents of Bush said the 
government never tried to keep 
secret the location of the 
25-year-old captain’s death, the 
Associated Press reported. • | 

Carol Bush, 24, said she had 
known “all along where Joe 
was. .And when ho was killed tho 
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Curtain Still Covers 


it . . ! 

; The Fighting In Laos | 


f What worries most Americans 
| about Laos, we think, is, that the 
i whole operation is so secretive as far 
| as U. S. participation is concerned. 

! Newsmen are barred from the bat- , 
* tie areas, visitors are forbidden at the 
>,big U. S. base at Longcheng, and the 
^information that is released continues . 
j| to insist that no U. S. ground troops 
j; are involved. ' 

I.- That may be technically true; the 
: American soldiers in Laos have been 
detached from the Army’s Special 
/ S Forces and assigned temporarily to 
\ l the Central Intelligence Agency, 

’ which run's the base and, we suspect, 

•' the war. 

i If that is accurate,, it is clearly in 
violation of the agreement that estab- 
1 lished Laos as a, neutral country. 


Times — one of three reporters who 
made an unauthorized trip to Long-’, 
cheng recently (and was subsequent- 1 , 
ly ordered out) — reports U V S. mili- 
tary men, in civilian clothing, riding, 
in open jeeps and carrying M-16 ri- 
fles and handguns. ■) 

j 

“The fact that they are tempo-: . 
raril ly CIA,” says Allman, “allows the’ / 
U. S. government to say that it has, 
no soldiers fighting in Laos. But 
Americans supply, finance, direct,' 
and sometimes even participate in the 
fighting against the Pathet Lao and! 
the North Vietnamese around the 

plain.” • . 

/ 

The U. S. activities plainly violate' 
the 1962 Geneva accords on Laos,] 
'which forbid foreign military inter-] 
vention. ; 


j President Nison’s Friday defense 
of the policy was timely and welcome 
but it was incomplete. What is our 
' purpose, other than the curbing of 
infiltration from North Vietnam; what 
' is our long-range goal? 

The truth is, Americans are sick 
: of frustrating wars in Asia. They have 
^learned that wars can be started, as 
was the one in South Vietnam, by the 
assignment of a handful of advisors. 
They don’t want a repeat perform- 
•ance in Laos, 

T. D. Allmaav of the NeW York 


We are not “kooks” on the sub- 
ject; Laos may turn out to be a false j 
alarm and the United States may noti 
be inextricably involved. But we don’t' 
want the situation to reach the dan-', 
ger point, and certainly not by Ad- ; 
ministrative decision. If the U. S.. is’ 
ever again faced with the prospect off 
war, big or little, let the Congress de- j 
tide the degree of threat and let the 
' Congress make a declaration. 

We blundered into Vietnam; we 
don’t want to stumble into a worse 
situation in Laos. We are sick of kill- 
ing.. : . h •' ■ 
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Pull Out of S.E, Asia Entirely, Says Mansfield 

; y Darius Jhabvala .-.it - ' , " Ar . ' * T~V V;-. .. - ’ 


By Darius Jhabvala 
; Globe Staff 

t 

i WASHINGTON — Sen- 
ate Majority leader Mike 
-Mansfield urged again yes- 
terday a complete United 
States withdrawal from 
* Southeast Asia since “our*| 
; wider interests are not af- 
’ fected in any way.” 

I The Montana Democrat 
also claimed that President 
Nixon did not give a full 
, jreport to the nation on the 
4 U.S. involvement in Laos^ 
particularly “the clandes- 


A particularly “the clandes-' pulh 
' ; tine war being waged with cernf d 
i the help of the CIA.” | £ en ? ed 


The intentions of the ad- 
j ministration’s response, 
1 Mansfield said, are “in 
* keeping with the Guam 
doctrine.” Then he pointed 
; out that “we have gone be- 
! yond that by the use of ad- 
visers and of planes.” 

" At the same time, Sen. 

■ J. W. Fulbright (D-Ark.), 
chairman of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Commit- 
tee, on NBC’s “Meet The 
Press” that he fears Viet- 
namization will lead to in- 
definite war in Vietnam 
and Laos. 

Fulbright said he is con- 


with 


the 


' “I think we should with- 
i dr aw from Southeast Asia 
j-lock, stock and barrel, in- 


basic policy of Vietnamiza 
tion — the prolongation of 
the war in Vietnam and 
Laos indefinitely.” 

— _ — . , Sen, Mansfield expressed 

eluding our bases. I do not doubt; that the North Viet- 
. see our wider interests jhamese and the Pathet Lao j 
there affected in any way,” [forces would advance fur-' ! 
.Mansfield said on CBS- I th er south from the Plain j 
TV's “Face the Nation” Jors which they cap- j 
program. I tured late last month from 4 

1 . j i the government forces. ; 

On Laos, he insisted, as -5 In any case, he said, the ' 
he did on the Senate floor independence of Laos “is 

not worth American! 
troops” and therefore “we 


ure?" he asked. , , 

V \ • •*'* 


'The only answer in one with a lower rank. So 
South Vietnam is a coali- what do we have to loAe by 
; tion government,” he de- putting someone of atat- 

: dared. - - 

He also urged President 
Nixon to appoint “someone,, 
with stature” to the peace’*- 
talks in Paris in wake ot 
the resignation of Henry,- 
Cabot Lodge. 

“They (the Communist 
side) won’t deal with any- 
ih, ’" |i ' i i i; - j A" mU m 


v v 

' ' ; 7 • 

' V. C , ■ 


early last week, "We are 
up to our necks . . . be- 
cause we’ve sent in aid, 
we’ve sent in air power. 
W e haven’t sent in foot sol- 
diers yet — I don’t think 
we will — whereas in Viet- 
nam, I think we’re in over 
our heads.” 

i T)ie President’s state- 
ment, issued in Key Bis- 
cayne last Friday, he said, 
“is frank. But I don’t con- 
sider it full by any means. 

“We are following the 
same pattern there as in 
Vietnam. First, aid, then 
logistic support, then air 
power and then GIs — I ; 
don’t think the GIs will go J 
.into Laos, . • • J 


r< should get out of Laos.” w 
| However, Mansfield sug» 
gested support for the con* 

' tinuing ‘air interdictions off. 

| North Vietnam’s supplies^ 
to South Vietnam via the t 
,Ho Chi Minh trail in Laos. 1 

On the adminstration’sir 
Vietnamization ■ programi 
■ he said it “hold out prom/* 
is? but I have my doubt/- 
about it H 1.1 


j* W 
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Nixon Laos i 


hints 


t 

1 : 


'escalation 

' By Keyes Beech 
’j. Daily News Foreign Service 

: : VIENTIANE — By going on 
j record with details of U.s. sup* 

1 port to Laotian Prime Minister 
1 Souvanna Phouma’s govern- B • 

i V T V he m president was careful to f dividends at bargain basement 

; state there were no American .;! P rlces - ’ 

; ground combat troops in Laos . , Here we have succeeded in 
and he had “no plans” to com- , rj organizing a guerrilla force 
; mit them. 


which God knows nobody j 
wants. • ' , 

“Of course there is a third 
j| way out. That is to pull up 
stakes and let the Communists 
have Laos. I don’t; think that’s 
In our national interest.’? 


.that— so far— has morethan 
held its own against the North 
Vietnamese. For once the 
Communists find themselves in 
the uncomfortable position of- 
fighting a conventional war 
against unconventional forces 


i BUT THE thrust of the Pres- ij 
i ident’s statement was that he 
*is not going to let Laos go to ^ 
the Communists. And if Hanoi j 
; chooses to accept that chal- 

> tenge, Mr. Nixon ma y J® ^ LTthe reverse image of South 

> {orced t0 , m ^ k f. the . ag °"‘ S -| Vietnam. 

; choice of whe her to commit .?■ ^ much , onger our guer . 

U '“Let’s°Erant the* sincerity of '■ rillas - mainly the Meo moun- 
c l t n r s FuU»riSrt Sym ' tain tribesmen - can hold out 
Ur. McG,veirS\£, ' the curreM m m v«- 

American diplomat. "We don't ■ Ur power Ij to vital, 
want American ground troops Unquestionably, Thailand- 
here any more than they j based American fighter-bomb- 
do. “The trouble is that there | ers have played a major, it not 
is an extreme reaction against decisive, role in, the stepped-up 
Vietnam. What they suggest is ;! war. \ . 

that we drop ew^fting we r EyEN HEAVIER u.S. air 

are doing he «; I strikes will be required if the 

treme is ^nvenUonal mihtory a North Vietnamese mount an 
i intervention - Y . 


anticipated offensive against 
den. Vang Pao’s Meo forces. 

" The war is being run mainly j 
by the CIA — just > as it has 
been f Ortho last 10 years — I 
.with the assistance of a motley j 
collection of regular Army and 1 
Air Force officers and ex-mili- 
tary types whb like what they 
are doing. » 

Of the slightly more than 
2,000 Americans here, about 
1,100 are directly or indirectly 
on the U.S. payroll. Of this , 
number about 600 are actively 
engaged in the war. This num- 1 
her includes fewer than 200 1 
CIA men, 75 Army "attaches,” - 1 
150 Air Force “attaches” and a 
3 0-man ' military advisory ^ 
group disguised as a “require- v 
ments office.” ' 

It also includes pilots and ‘i 
crews of the so-called “CIA . 
airlines” — Air America and 
Continental Airlines. The pilots 
average about $25,000 a year 
and, in their view, more than 
cam It. ( 

IN ATTEMPTING to justify \ 
the American involvement, 5 
U.S. officials point out that “ 
only 26 Americans have been 
killed in Laos since 1962. This ; , 
figure obviously does not in- J 
elude American airmen lost ;j 
over the Ho Chi Minh trail. 

Even so, is Laos worth that, i 
much? Most. Americans here ;>4 
think so. But the decisjm Is not 
.theirs., 't 


/ 
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WASHINGTON — The White' 
House has revived concern 
about a credibility gap over 
the "secret war" in Laos by its 
'belated confirmation that an 
Army captain was killed in a 
battle with North Vietnamese 
commandos early in 1969. 

President Nixon said flatly 
in a Laotian "white paper” on 
Friday that “no American sta- 
tioned in Laos has ever been 
killed in ground combat oper- 
ations." 

Deputy press secretary Ger- 
ald L. Warren insists that the 
death of Capt. Joseph Bush 
was not a result of ground 
combat. 


BUSH, WHO was listed as an 
assistant military attache in 
'the U.S. embassy but served 
as a military adviser to the 
/ Royal Lao Army near the 
! Plain of Jars, fired his M-16 
rifle at the North Vietnamese 
‘ attackers. 

A copyrighted story in the 
Los Angeles Times said he 
killed one raider before Ccim- 
Imunist bullets nearly cut him 
in half. 

| Yet the White House insisted 
this was not "ground combat 
. operations” because the Red 
attack occurred about 10 miles 
from the main battle area. 


en; 




but acted to protect other > 
Americans in the compound, 
Warren said. 


THE PRESIDENT was not 
aware of Bush’s death when he 
made the statement that no 
American stationed in Laos 
had been killed in ground com- 
bat, Warren said, 

A White House official also 
acknowledged for the first 
time that 26 American civil- 
ians have been killed or are 
missing as the result of "hos- 
tile actions” in Laos. 

These actions may have in- 
cluded Communist ambushes j 
and long-range artillery at- \j 
tacks, he added. Some of these 
"civilians” — most apparently 1 
employed by the Central In- 
telligence Agency (Cl 
also may have been slain after 
enemy fire downed U.S. heli- 
copters engaged in the Laotian 
fighting. 


were missing, as a result 
U;S. bombing and air-support 
missions of Laotian forces 
since the war In Laos resumed 
about seven years ago. 

Less than 50 of this total, the 
official said, were civilians em- 
ployed by the U.S. government 
or by companies under contract 
to the U.S. government. The 
phrases are regarded in Wash- 
ington as euphemisms for the 
CIA— which is widely acknowl- 
edged to be the American' 
agency responsible for the "se- 
cret war" ’ in 'the' landlocked 
Asian. kingdom.'' 
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Mr. Nixon’s statement — 
and the on-the-record and 
background statements by 
White House officials — may 
give Democrats in Congress an 
opportunity to attack the Nixon 
administration’s credibility; 

A White House official — 
who declined to be quoted by 
name — said Friday that no 
American military adviser to 
the Laotian armed forces had 
been killed In ground combat. 
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Nixon admits Yank died 
itrhosfile action in Laos 


By Tom Littlewood 
Sun-Times Correspondent 

t MIAMI— The White House admitted official 
ly Sunday that an American Army officer was 

it i . . a 


White house made, r, jwjIicc'l of “agency i 
records." According to his version, Capt. .< 
.p'-iah was in his quarters in a command post ^ 
mpound when (he North Vietnamese com- \ 
mandos attacked. 


r j i oiuiiuos uuacKea. . ■■■* 

i ; killed by North Vietnamese commandos last r, i , _ , * 

: year on the Plain of Jars in Laos. - <* h S* s , th 9 compound, Capt. t 

? But Gerald L. Warren, deputy news secre- > JJfij .,^1 f to enemy fire and was 

1 tary, insisted President Nixon had not been t ,w. d ' J',° f C : .i 

' informed of the incident and was not deceiv- ‘jv, r ! ir .,^ P ^!'I dd ,rc uu:k bcfure bein S bit * | 

j. ing the American people last Friday wheri H« X 'J . . . . ,, « T 

i, 3 ' Because the American was defending oth-'j 

jrr ' - - 

fr 

i 


Story of U.S. captain’s death. 
Page 4. 


VS, his death was the result of "hostile ac- .j 
s jjfl” dhd ribt "ground combat operations" in > 

; no sense that the President used the term, j 
l Varren explained. j 

... , - 1 Reporters were informed by Wlilte House ; 

issued a policy statement reporting that no ; tources tliat 25 American civilians have been , 

j American stationed in Laos has ever been )) — ; — — •• - 

iV killed in ground combat operations. j , killed or missing In Laos because of am-] 

fi J Mr. Nixon's spokesman said the statement , 
if still stood. Warren considered it important’: 
i' that the military attache, or adviser, Capt. 

| i Joseph Bush, exchanged shots wiih the enemy ' 

;« ’ in a Laotian compound 10 miles behind what' 
f* ( he described as ihe "cxpccicd line of coiTW 
y bat." 

i Guerrilla warfare throughout South Viet- 
*/ nam and neighboring Laos has not been char- \ 

J/acterizcd by normally defined lines of com- . 

;:-,hat. ■ I'- 

f ; Capt. Bush’s death on Feb. 10, 196!), was • 

"/disclosed Sunday in a story by free lance * 

I writer Don A. Schanche in a Los Angeles ' 

E’ Times story appearing on Page 4 of this 
l edition. , . , 

f- Warren was questioned about the credibility V. 

V. implications of the Bush story shortly before J 
( • the President concluded a restful weekend at '" 

Mis Key Biscayne (Fla.) home and .flew back v ' 

'h 


to Washington Sunday. 


■ buslies, long-range artillery attacks, and otli- 
cr hostile action. Most of these arc assumed 
agents of tiic Central Intelligence Agency act- 
ing in the guise of nFlR ary* advise r s . 

Capt. .Bush thus liecomcs the first U.S; 
ground combat soldier whose dentil In Laos is 
o.'fibilly recognized. 

■ A high administration official, elaborating^ 
'.‘.on Mr. Nixon’s Laos statement Friday, ex- J 
. plained that, approximately 400 American air- J 
. ‘ men had been killed or reported missing in 
,:T.nos operations, but. none in ground combat. I 
M oter, it was said that the 400 figure included \ 
/ something. less than 50 civilians.! • , • j 

The administration official < who endeavored | 

■ to intotT»ret the meaning of the President’* ! 
Laos stitfutnpnt Would iwtboidtwtJflod,-, 
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! wis" Vocro'tVi rv of state and his bro.hor/Thc U.S started arming and train- 

T>V Marilyn Border I Sn )u4n>d the CIA, the agency hi-rlVinR the Moo tribesmen as car y as 

Nowsday Diplomatic Corivspomloivt : ^ vo]a(iv( ,, y lrc0 hand, and in Laos, it I960. Yet it was the recent disclaairc 

The popular image of the CIA oper- t . • , dwm gather intelligence that the U.S. was arming the Mens, 

ctive usually comes straight from tho “ “l" jl , ‘ ( a „ clds . tough tribesmen with a particular 

' movies: a slightly soiled trench coat, a . ^957 tUat the agency grudge against the North Vietnamese, 

: turned-up collar, sunglasses. But in l excrlil1g noticeable influence on . that -helped trigger the current uproar 

Laos, at least, tho reality is apt to bo 1 , af f a ; rs 0 { that perennially.' against U.S. activities in Laos. Many . 

< less James Bond and more a clean-cut “ C J{? ,**. counlrv l n an effort to dis- 'of the 1,040 Americans admitted to be 
fellow in a sport shirt. unscuicu cm j. i„„v r ,r wnrkinc in Laos scene reportedly are 

For 


iiuva — lincpLtlerl country, in an enori to ub- — - „ . 

in a sport shirt. pcl t ], 0 apathy, dissension and lack of working in Laos scene reportedly are 

years now, Ow Central Intolh- ^ Yni aat ion among the non- 'With the tribal army. ■ 

Vgence Agency has played a covert rolo Colpmunist L no, the CIA apparently The army is headed by Map Gen. 

,, helped organize the Committee for the Vang Pao, a Laotian military com- 
in the twilight war of Laos, f borne can , Dufcnse of National Interests. I’hc., lTiandcr j n northeastern Laos who' 
it a nonwar in a n ° nco ' , " t r ry -^ i ^ ’committee described itself as a mass . his pcoplc in )inc by force of 

V sn£ “=? WiTS , «"Sv5 «. r £ : 

*. somewhat changed. service reforms and a "hard” line for each of the four tribal areas. Th 

. tH© fpnrt-urVinnlmr' rinva. : • . I TlLil... i T PM "lur 1 Uaam enrmccflll in theiP 

; there was 

, men, polarize 

■ fill up money w “7 •- — ,~ 7 ~ | memoers ' lacscys 10 Americ.... . . 

now, the CIA, through lts J^G ents in . , ests, and it appeared that the organiza- ; North Vietnamese have made elimina- . 
their sport shirts, apparently is train-. ( tion’s dependence on the CIA ulti- tion of Vang Pao and his tribesmen' j 
ing and equipping an army of Meo j naatcly lent some truth to that. ;one of the goals in their current Lao-i 

tribesmen. „ . ,, I The committee became the step- 1 tian offensive. . T „ ’ 

Tl» ,/act that the spies, or , a(ldcr for a Mure La 0tian ]ea der whp -/The CIA and how it grew in Laosis,;, 
-spooks' as they arc semi-affection- f wag fi0 closcl ticd to the CIA tbat he Jn an ironic way, almost- a 'Success, 
ately called in government lingo, are I was known to its agen ts as “our boy." ' Blory which runs from the error of. ( 
involved in training an army, a Job . , That ]cadcr was Phoumi Nosavan. j trying to set up a western-type army 
that might be expected to fall to the. , , phoumi was b all reportS( a patriot, with a military strong ^n in Phoumi 
Pentagon, is not entirely sinister, Ever, who genuine i y sought to develop the , Nosavan to the arming of a highly able 
since the signing of the Geneva accords i; ^ but h not above acCcp u guerrilla warrior,. Vang Po. }Vhati| 

m 1962, the U.S. has sought, to main-,' . sums , rom , n forcicn power.,: happening m Laos now, one u^nned. 


troops. The last four iresi- 1 1 _ .. .... » , ■ 

, T, * ; . , If Laotian politics were confused, 

dents felt that the accords, which the ; . , . , ...... 

,, 0 tj • • , . • ' there was something of a match within', 

, U.S. accuses Hano ofl being' the f rst to , American diplomatic community- , 
violate, could best restored if np- , ambassador was never, 

t-«.<>-‘-i» l «- -- — »> »< «■ , 

. .„„,i b «i.-f 1 mission, and in many cases, was sure . ■ ? 

1 .h, t,rr t ' that ho was not. Tho CIA was forever j ' V 

.« cep y _ .. t , . I pushing for greater activism. Its agents ■ 

,S“,; ,TWrSySS ri : 'WwLoW it," in Be won, » or onorj 
grcssionnl leaders, as well ns tl ~o, informed source, • and " engineered a,: 
members of the Senate and Housej coup. And then another one six ■ ' 
committees dealing v/ith the CIA^ months later. ! 

armed services and appropriations,:, Phoumi had begun to count on the i ' 
have known for years what was going, CIA, which had chosen him over Sou-* 
on in Laos. They say that tho activity, V anna Phouma. But just when Phoumi ' •„ 
was funnelcd through the CIA not to! rea n y nee ded help, the CIA began feel- / 
keep it secret from the American, f n g a clampdown ordered by President’ / 
people but rather to preserve ^ the; . Kennedy because of the Bay of Pigs ^ 
necessary facade ’ for international; ■ fi asco , i n La 0S> w hero Winthrop Brown 1 
diplomacy. ' ii: J ywas ambassador, the CIA was forced 

Of course, it was not only for thd , i0 arguo cases through* channels.’ 
sake of appearances that the CIA did , QK ; cJa ] s ^ the' rqins have been- , i 
the job in the old days. In the Dulles-' . t ,>ht ever since. L i ■' * ^ . , ■< • ■ 

' tviUUmi mi. when John Foster .Dulles i . ‘ 




*. *' * 
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Credibility and Laos 


Almost from the beginning of our a b out 400 over the six years, -including 193 individuals pre-’ 

Vietnam, the Johnson admims ra ion suffered f om a cred , ^ ^ as missing . 


ibility gap. Partly it could not be helped; the military com- 
manders of a nation at war do not telegraph their punches. 
But it resulted also in large part because of President 
Johnson’s penchant for secrecy and because he did not 
take Congress into his confidence. 


sumed captured or listed as missing. 

Furthermore, said Mr. Nixon, and these are his words, 
he has “no plans for introducing ground combat forces into 
L a os ^ • ■ ■ ’ 

This resort to technicalities of language in an effort to 


ike Congress into his confidence. . .. . I stav within the framework of fact may in the end set the 

This latter lack was perhaps most productive of all i . ^ Nixon ag his p)redec essor set for 

. , . _ x,. _ tronpml nublic was con- same aiuu uj. , 


stretching the gap so far as the general public was con- ^ what wg afe doing in Laos is the concer n of the 

cerned. Even some members of Congress who voted for ^ ple _ and of course it is - why are Ameri- 

the 1964 Guy o( Tonkin of can newsmen hatred from entering the , combat zonjs? / 


ol Tonkin Resolution, proemmenuy among ^ f arrei from erileri „ B the combat zones! 

hem Sen. J. William Fulbnght of Arkansas, chairman ^ American involvement, the QL^army of merd- 

the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, claimed they had; hired tQ fight the Communist Pathet Lao and now, 

Deen duped. ■' I «,n=,maWv the invading North Vietnamese, who are sup- 

Since leaving office Johnson has claimed that the reason ; P ^ the country has been going 

be asked for the Resolution, which authorized him o take P^ to R “vj ^ terms of the GeneV a 

all steps necessary to prevent aggressxo^ _was that he , r we re not supposed to be there, so it was not 

feared a declaration of war might project Red China into agree , ^ ^ ^ ^ were . 

the conflict. He has pointed out that certain treaties be-* message Mr. Nixon appealed to the Soviet Union 

tween China and North Vietnam might have automatically | . J fices with Hanoi to refrain from aggravate 

made China a combatant, whether it wished to be or not., s ft ua tion. The record of such appeals with respect 

But, taking the former President at £1 ~ is sucb that we can har^y rely ou the 

mains that the country as a whole did not realize the , R . t help us now. Are we or are we not going to 
tent to which it had been committed until it had become a , - ^ gav<j Laos from the Communists, as we did in 

accomplished fact. Then the din of protest rose louder ^and & ? ;That is , the question that the President, 

louder until finally Johnsomwas forced from office and bis^out^ ^ ^ 

party lost the presidential election. ... .. * 

It would seem that, with his' predecessor’s disaster so i • , 

. . _ t 1 Jlrvuiiorl \ 


It WUUIU accui i-Axafc, » y * n* - — X 

freshly before him, and because of his own undisputed sa- 
gacity, President Nixon would take all steps necessary to 
avoid a credibility gap of his own with respect to Laos. Yet 
in some respects the Laos situation is worse than Vietnam | 
was in the beginning, some five years ago, ] 

In a 3,000-word statement issued Friday, Mr. Nixon said j 
reports that Americans are engaged in ground fighting and ■ 
that increased U.S. air combat in Laos is escalating that 
conflict are “grossly inaccurate.” Yet the fact is that, re-, 
gardless of the degree of fighting or escalation, the Presi- j 
dent was officially confirming for the first time what has , 
been an open secret for months — that Americans are j 

fighting in Laos. „ , . ■ . , j ' 

In a further obvious contradiction, Mr. Nixon declared, 
that, as evidence that Americans are not “directly in-, 
volved in combat operations, “no American stationed in 
Laos has ever been killed” in six years, by the enemy. 

But at the same time the White House confirmed that 
American casualties in the air over, .Laos have risen to 
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WAR ' IN THE LAND OF UNANGRY MEN j 


. *• • -A*.- ,*•! 


> Since gaining independence in 1953, Laos SI 
lias sought only obscurity. A writer once' tli 
called the gentle, friendly Laotians "the ec 
i world'3 last unangry men." , sa 

i Unfortunately, the country was given a ’■ 
front-row, center seat in Southeast Asia: s( 
Laos borders China, North and South A 
i Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand and Burma. ; n 
| Despite international agreements signed in .j u 
! Geneva in 1954 and in 1962 which pro- 
••claimed its neutrality, Laos is now the site of L 

■ at war involving tha United States and North [ a 

! Vietnam. I ^ 

• Who is violating the Geneva accords, j a 

1 North Vietnam or the United States? The b 
! answer, most observers agree, is both— ! c 
| although both deny it. ’ ^ 

The Geneva accord of 1962 was signed by j 
1 14 countries, including the United States ■ 
i and North Vietnam. (The United States did f 
! not sign the 1954 agreement.) , . 

The treaty stipulated the terms under ; . 

! which the three-member International Con- j 
, trol Commission (Canada, India and Poland) 

• would enforce and observe the withdrawal 
1 of "foreign military personnel" from Laos. 

The United States pulled out Us advisers 
'. before the October, 1962, deadline. More 
than a month later, the ICC reported that, 
only 40 North Vietnamese troops; had filed . 

■ past its checkpoint. Others slipped out 
secretly. But in all, an estimated 10,000 were 

: left behind, a clear violation. 

The Geneva Agreement also established a j 
tripartite government, representing factions j 
of the right, left and center. Neutralist | 
Prince Souvanna Phouma headed the; 
'.government. J‘ 

Within two years, it fell apart when the ] 
four left-wing Pathet Lao representatives [ 
withdrew. Soon, the Pathet Lao guerrillas, ] 
backed by North Vietnamese troops, at- j 
tacked government-held positions. I 

The Pathet Laos were experienced fight- : 
ers, having battled right-wing Laotian forces 
(financed by the United States) throughout 
,the late 1950s. The Geneva Agreement of ■ 
1962, Bernard Fall wrote,, "left Laos as 
divided as ever . . . but with the key 
difference that the pro-Communist Laotian • 
forces were 20 times larger and much better- 
trained and equipped than in 1959." 

The rebels soon captured the Plain of Jars " 
and threatened to cut off the administrative 
capital of Vientiane from the royal capital of ,. 
Lubang Praha ng. , 


■States continued within the framework of < 
the Geneva Agreement to supply military : 
equipment and supplies . . . and reconnais- 
sance flights." ' 

But there was more. TJ.S. advisers were 
sent into Laos. The Central Intelligence jA 
Agency financed the establishment of h. t 
mercenary army of Meo tribesmen and set $ 
up headquarters in Long Cheng. ' i 

The Pentagon claims there are only 1,040 j 
U.S. government employes living in Laos, , 
and asserts that none are military personnel. 1 
But many others commute (from Thailand) 1 
and CIA men and former Green Berets have A 
been seen in action advising Laotian j 
commanders. Sen. Robert C. Byrd (D-W. , 
Va.) recently said he had heard reports "that , 

| * American advisers are all but running the 
' 'Laotian forces." • * 

Newspapermen who slipped in unnoticed; 

- to the Cl A. .base at Long Cheng reported 
seeing aimed Americans in civilian clothes. 

Even if the United States has no combat; 
troops in Laos, the presence of these- 
advisers is a violatiofi, Bince the accord 
specifies that the ban on "foreign military 
personnel;" includes "members of .foreign 
■ military missions, foreign military advisers,; 
technicians, observers .. . and foreign 
civilians." • J 

The U.S. bombing raids are -*also a 
violation. They have two functions: in 
southeastern Laos, to hinder infiltration by 
! North Vietnam into South Vietnam, jand in 
j northeastern Laos, to aid Laotian '-troops. 

I North Vietnam now has 67,000 troops in the 
! ■ country, according to the Pentagon, and has 
"j taken over most of the fighting from the 
r .Pathet Laos. . , i 


For years, the United States would not ^ 
admit that it was bombing inside Laos. In i 
December, President Nixon admitted, that 
the Ho Chi Minh trail in Laos was being hit, 
but only, he said, to strengthen the position . 
of U.S. troops in South Vietnam. s 
■ ■ The United States justifies its aid (?n the* 
grounds that Premier Souvanna Requested - 
the help. Souvanna, hiipself, said last week 
l that U.S. assistance was not a violation 
because the North Vietnamese troops en- 
. tered the country first. . . ... ■! 

Two wrongs have not made a right In Laos; 
But they have helped make a war. 

• .i...,.,-'- , -8TKVB HABVBV 
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616 Americans in Laos? 
Shades of Vietnam! 


■ ' -.1 r 

President Nixon’s weekend 
statement on Laos went only a 
short way toward answering the 
nation’s growing concern that . 
we are headed for another 
Vietnam. 

Even h i s appeal to the 
leading nations of the 1962 
Geneva conference, Britain and 
the Soviet Union, for assistance , 
in settling the Laotian problem 
did not go the whole route. A • 
.number of concerned U.S. 
Senators, including Majority 
{ Leader Mike Mansfield, had 
urged that the 14-nation 
conference be re-convened, but 
the President’s request fell short 
of that proposal. 

The fact' is that the 1962 
accords have been broken freely 1 
by both North Vietnam and the 
United States. Still, our bombing 
of the Ho. Chi Minh trail, 
through which North Vietnam 
infiltrates troops, and about ' - 
which M r. Nixon made so‘ much - t 


in his statement, is not really at 
issue in the current debate. 

The trail has been bombed 
for years, for good military 
reason, and without serious 
complaint from the Senate. 

.The issue is the extent of our 
involvement in the Plain of Jars 
operation, for example, and in 
protecting the existing Laotian 
government. There ..seems little 
doubt, from eyewitness reports, 
that 4iaa rTA j/ rather heavily 
involved and that our airplanes 
are being used extensively. 

Nor did the President address 
himself to/ another challenge 
posed in the Senate, which was. 
to state his authority for' 
conducting military operations 
in Laos. 

Mr. Nixon sounded less than ? 
candid in the carefully worded 
sentences he used to sum up our 
military presence. He said there 
are no “American ground com- 
bat troops” in Laos, and that we 
Jhave no plans for introducing 
“ground combat troops.” He said 
the number of Americans “direct- 
ly employed” by the U.S. Gov- 
ment is 616. 

It is chilling to recall that in 
1959, there were only 692 
American “military advisers” in 
South Vietnam. In 1962, when 
P r^e s i d e n t Kennedy was 
questioned about his plans to 
increase that number to 4,000, 
he replied that although we were 
increasing our assistance, “we 
have not sent combat troops in 
the generally understood sense- 

J. fli 1.1 . . .Ik 'V . 



Of that word/V 




What the public wants to 
know today is our overall policy 
regarding Laos. Aside from our 
obvious interest in the Ho Chi 
Minh trail, why are we operating 
there and how deeply are we 
committed to assist the Laotian 
government? 

We had hoped for a better 
explanation of those larger 
questions than we got from Mr. 
Nixon this weekend. 
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ABRoelnlod Prose 

The Laos Scenario 

Edgar Buell slept in his dust-soiled 
clotlies every night last week in Sain 
Thong. Up there on the southwestern 
rim of the Plain of Jars in Laos, Buell 
cannot go to bed sure that war won’t 
suddenly land on his doorstep. “I’ve 
been run out nineteen times before,” he 
explained. A stoic 57-year-old U.S. AID 
worker, “Pop” Buell has devoted the 
past ten years to getting American relief 
shipments to a region that switches own- 
ership between the Communist Pathet 
Lao and the U.S. -backed Royal Laotian 
Government with the coming of just 
about every dry season and the begin- 
ning of each monsoon. 

For the moment, the tumbledown out- 
post at Sam Thong and its dirt airstrip 
were still a score of miles away from the 
vanguard of a Communist strike force of 
some 6,000 North Vietnamese regulars. 
But the Plain of Jars itself had already 
fallen, And despite a heavy pounding 
by the U.S. Air Force, including B-52 
strategic bombers, the swiftness of the 
determined Communist advance had 
thrown the Laotian Government’s forces 
into a rout. 

What was even more unsettling was 
that the North Vietnamese who seized 
(he plain kept right on rolling. Muong 
Soui, 25 miles west of the plain, was 
quickly overrun, giving the Communists 
control of Highway 7, the country’s main 
east-west artery. Probing forces also cap- 
tured the saw-toothed ridge of Pliou 
Kout, which has been dubbed Steel 
Mountain by the Pathet Lao because 
it has been bombed and shelled so often. 

, And Pathet Lao skirmishers in front of 
the main North Vietnamese force were 
spotted preparing for an attack on Long 
Chieng, the not-so-sccret, CIA-financcd 

ciandcstinjfifppt^eUtip^sRe lease 


Yet not even a flood of reports of seri- 
ous government defeats succeeded in 
arousing Vientiane, the torpid little ad- 
ministrative capital of Laos. And al- 
though Laotian Premier Souvanna Phou- 
ma held a Cabinet meeting last week, the 
commander in chief of the Royal Army, 
Gen. Ouan Ratikhoun, disported him- 
self on a tennis court. “The only time the 
war comes to Vientiane,” yawned an In- 
dian trader, “is when the Bangkok news- 
papers come in on the afternoon plane.” 

Rules: Drowsy Vientiane may be 
right. This is because warfare in Laos 
has always been conducted in accord- 
ance with rigid rules. Thus, if the Com- 
munists follow their well-thumbed sce- 
nario for dry-season offensives, they will 
soon call a halt to regroup and resupply 
their men. Then, by the customary 
shooting script, the government should 
counterattack soon after the monsoon 
rains fall in June. Customarily, North 
Vietnamese capture only the territory 
they feel they need to protect the IIo 
Chi Mini) Trail to South Vietnam. It is 
conceded that Hanoi, with 48,000 men 
in Laos, could quickly take over the en- 
tire country— but does not do so to avoid 
provoking a U.S. military response. 

To the Nixon Administration, such an 
equation of forces can only prompt wor- 
ries that the Communists might have de- 
veloped a new scenario that does not in- 
clude halting their offensive. “If the 
Communists try to keep going, it be- 
comes another ball game,” a high official 
in Washington warned. “And they are 
about at that point right now.” 

That the U.S. is already deeply in- 
volved militarily in Laos is, by now, no 
secret. Despite official protestations re- 
peated last week by Defense Secretary ' 
Melvin Laird, the U.S, lost still more 
credibility when newsmen managed to 
penetrate Long Chieng and spotted at 


lalion of the 1962 Geneva agreements on. 
Laos which bar the presence of foreign 
fighting men. But then, U.S. denials are 
not intended to fool the other side, be- 
cause the Communists, who violate the 
same agreements on a massive scale, are 
not going to complain. 

The Administration’s refusal to come 
clean is, however, stirring up trouble in 
the U.S., where an angry Senate last 
week protested that the President was 
exceeding his constitutional authority by 
double-talking the U.S. into another war 
in Asia. “Laos has become an arena 
for the repetition of the mistakes of our 
Vietnamese involvement,” charged Mary- 
land’s GOP freshman Sen. Charles McC. 
Mathias Jr. And another Republican, 
Sen. John Sherman Cooper of Kentucky, 
may have set the Senate on a collision 
course with the White House by promising 
amendments blocking all funds for Laos 
—a measure that the majority of senators 
may very well approve. 
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J5y WARREN IIOGE 

N,Y. Post Correspondent . 

^ Biscaync to cover the Prcsi- 

\WASHINGTON — Tho dent’s Laos statement, issued , 
credibility of President thc Wintcr whltc HouSG | 

N “ on '“ ' vord and the F T targe number of report.' ! 

vaunted efficiency of his er!5 responded to the bid and 
staff have been shaken by flew down to Florida with 
the disclosures of facts at the President Thursday , 
odds with his weekend night. They were on hand 


House telephone encouraging back. In earlier episodes, thc not support a war that was 
reporters td come to Key p ros idcnt’s aides have failed not fully explained to them. 


Friday for the statement. But 
they were also on hand yes- 
terday for the fumbling 
aftermath. 

Warren made no effort to 
conceal the White House dis- 
tress. The news story detail- 
ing tho circumstances of 
Bush’s death was brought to 
combat operations still' the Administration’s atten- 
stood, but Administration Uon ,n the early hours yes- 
spokesmen were obliged' terday, 1 and "a number of 
to turn semantic tricks to people" were contacted, he 


explanation of U. S. in- 
volvement in Laos. 

Tho White House said 
today thc President’s 
claim that no Americans 
stationed in Laos had ever 
been killed in ground 


keep it on its feet. 
Confirming a story in 
the Los Angeles Times 
yesterday, press spokes- 
man Gerald Warren said a 


.North Vietnamese com- 
mandos in an assault on a 

command post in Febru- 
ary, 1969. 


to: 

q Discover tho extensive 
financial dealings of Judge 
Clement Haynsworth be- 
fore sending his name up 
to thc Oval Office as a can- 
didate for the Supremo 
Court. 

qWarn him 1 that the lan- 1 
guage of his orignal re- 1 
nunciation of germ war-* 
l - fare did not clearly cover 
agents called toxins, which 
which make up a large 
part of the U. S. bacteri- 
ological warfare arsenal. 

qTell him that the newly 
vocal consumer constitu- 
ency would not stand for 
a part-time representative 
like Good Houskceplng’s 
Willie Mae Rogers, Nixon’s 
first choice for thc new 
post now occupied full- . 
time by Mrs. VJrlglnla 
Knaucr. 

q Uncover In advance tho. 
white supremacy speech 
and her racially motiv- 
ated actions of his current 
Supreme Court nominee, 
Judge G. Harrold Carswell. 

q Sound out Capitol Hill ’ 
critics of the Administra- 
tion’s designated draft di- ! 
rector, Charles DiBona Who : 
was dropped from consid* 1 
ation after several key 1 
senators objected to him. 


There is evidence, however, 
that tho Administration has 
been humbled by- the latest 
experience. Asked if the 
White House was satisfied 
now that it had researched 
and revealed all, Warren re- 
plied wearily, "I cannot stand' 
up here and flatly say thcro 
•■arc no more cases." 


said 

A thorough check of all 
records of American person- 
nel In Laos was ordered. It 
turned up the account of 
Capt. Bush’s death and docu- 
U.S. military adviser, mentation of tho deaths 
Capt. Joseph Bush, had "from hostile action" of 24 
.been killed in Laos by civilian American officials 

and one American dependent 
since July, 1962, Warren said. 

He listed ambushes, heli- 
copter crashes and long-range 
artillery fire as among the 
hostile actions that might 
But, Warren said, his have accounted for their 
death did not constitute a deaths. He would not say if 
• combat fatality because it ot th ^ 25 had been asso- /Credibility Damaged 

! occurred 10 miles behind dated Wlth f tl , ie The latost ovcrs| eht has 

"a line of combat ” governmental arm reported caught the President square 

a line ot comt>a,t. to be deeply involved in tho on hla credibility, a particu- 

Bush, he continued, died Laotian conflict. larty vulnerable spot, 

from “hostile action,” as Nixon knew of the 25 cases Throughout the campaign, 
opposed to combat. Bush had a t the time he made his Laos Nixon scored former Prcsi- 
_ grabbed a weapon and waa statement, Warren said. But ^ent Johnson for not leveling 
defending the compound the Chief Lxecutlvo appar- w it;h the p CO pie and In his 
command center against in- ently did not consider their mos t recent statement on 
vaders at the time he was deaths the result of ground Vietnam, Nlxondcclarcd that 
killed, a defensive act that combat operations. | the American pcoplQ .should 

the Whltc House argued , N.xon, however, did not . ... . 

differed from the kind of. know of Capt. Bush’s death ' , .. 11U 

aggressive act the word ™til yesterday’s newspaper 

"combat” connotes. acc ° unt - Warren saftTfap . 

... . u , uu staff procedure so highly 

Warren, the deputy White tQutcd ^ by Administration 
House press secretary, was spokesmen f oun( lerod on that i 

. standing in for Ronald Zleg- * > i .... u.a 

,lcr, who was In thc Baha- ‘ . t .. ; . v> . ; 
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TN TIIE SUMMER OF 1968 the candidate Rich- . 1 ! 
r JL ard Nixon sensed the Vietnam war. was a lostj 
I cause which had already ruined a President, and ; 
began cautiously to talk about ending it. 
i ' He said he had a plan, but he prudently didn’t-? 

L expound it. He was versed in the endless verdicts of ll 
history that wars are easier to - ^ 

1 start than to end. The American -MMeC J rA A'* 
[ people were also getting this idea, . zSs-tif 1 

1 and they were willing to give Mr/; 

'Nixon a chance, since his oppo- : ; 

;nent was loo little and too late 
. with a like promise. ' 

!' On taking office, Mr. Nixon dis- : 

| covered the war contained unfore- 
• seen problems, but he rode a wave 
i of suspended judgment while he probed the option,; 

■ • as we like to say. • 

k • The national demand for a solution and the! 

' President’s only partly disclosed solution, almost*' 
j collided during the demonstrations last fall, but like 
i a highway sideswipe which misses, the President 
i. righted the machine with some token withdrawals. 

' His phrase-makers hit on two rather limp concepts 
! in extenuation of delay, called the silent majority, 1 ' 
. and Vietnamization. v - 

( '• ★ ★ ★ 

T HE FIRST PRESUMED a . mass support of the' 
Nixon Vietnam plan which was top shy to talk- 
i. about it, and the second was a self-dissolving con* : 
i cept; that is, it offered no solid promise of a solution, 
i and time was bound to erode it. 
t Yet during the winter Washington .observers 
i' thought the President bore a charmed life — the]! 
! antiwar activi lists appeared : to have lost steam.' 

[ Whatever plans the President had went their routine' 
„ way, and congressional critics were unable to mar- 
! shal a united front. Senator Muskie might complain I 
[ that at the Nixon rate of withdrawal the war would { 
go on for years, but both , the President and the j 
doubters managed to juggle unresolved ideas which} 

l J * 1 ! .n ' 1 1 t i. ' xA 


T HE QUALIFICATION is i m p<? r t a n t because/* " 
though the word “peace” is still. current, neither: 
i the President nor anyone else can establish that- 
American disengagement would bring “ijeace'/ to’ 

I southeast Asia. ' ' . ; ' . : * 

■: , For wars, as they proceed, whelp problems in,’ 

violence which remain after the original war is shyit* 
down. The problems emerge at war’s end, or in a; 
year or two, and we have all seen it, and are seeing it! 

1 in the Mideast today. ■ j 

One of the problems now bedeviling Mr. Nixon! 
lies in Laos, a feudal kingdom adjacent to the Viet-] 
i names. The North Vietnamese are taking advantage.^ 
! of geography to infiltrate Laos as a hedge against; 
whatever mdy occur during continued American^ 
withdrawals. j 

The Central Intelligence Agency follows its' 
bent in fomented#^ and in committing American 
j, forces in Laos, thus making “policy” which Mr. Nix- 
i on was scheduled to discuss over the week-end. But's 
no matter what “policy" the President has enunciat-j 
fed, the Laos problem remains for him and for all of; 

I us immense, since the CIA, and not he, controls it. 

I Mn Nixon cannot treat it with candor. J 

' Candor is not a byproduct of faraway wars of| 
I adventure, in which a Nation with a bad conscience^ 
i.doesn’t know what it’s doing, or how what it does^ 

, may involve it further. In the aggregate, such blind,; 

' dabblings in history are at least as pernicious to the'[ 
i human, condi tipn as naked aggressibn. ' 




, •« i . ^ . . • . 
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Laos: Deeper Into the Other 
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R ELENTLESSLY, almost at will, 
Communist North Vietnamese and 
Palhet Lao troops advanced last week 
against Laotian government forces. As 
they swept forward, concern mounted 
among U.S. officials. On Capitol Hill, 
critics of the U.S. involvement in South- 
east Asia protested that Washington 
'seemed to he plunging deeper into Laos 
just as it was pulling hack from Viet 
Nam — though of course the U.S. com- 
mitment in Viet Nam is incomparably 
lareer. The Administration denied the 
charges, hut the evidence appeared to 
confirm them (see box following page). 

Familiar Pattern. U.S. support, how- 
ever, proved inadequate last week. Fresh , 
from their easy victories on the Plain 
of Jars, the Communists took Xicng 
Khouang, then moved south and cast to- 
ward the government position at Muong 
Soui. When Communist guns neutral- 
ized Muong Soui’s airstrip, making re- 
inforcement impossible, the 100-man 
government garrison pulled out under 
cover of darkness. 

Few observers in the sleepy little gov- 
ernment "Capital of Vientiane had ex- 
pected, thc x Plain, which has changed 
hands ‘repeatedly for years, to be held 
in the face of a determined Communist 
attack. There was good reason for their 
'' pessimism. Hanoi has 50,000 troops in 
Laos, some 16,000 around the Plain, 


anil the Pathct Lao have another 50,000; 
the government, by contrast, has a to- 
tal of 63,000 regulars and another 10,000 
Mco guerrillas under General Vang Pao. 

What alarmed U.S. officials was the 
possibility that this time the Communist 
forces might not be satisfied with the 
usual gains. In the past, the war has 
had a special, almost ritualistic quality, 
with Communist and government forces 
swapping occupancy of the Plain of 
Jars and refraining from probing deep- 
er into territory generally conceded to 
the foe. Now, however, there is con- 
cern that the Communists might change 
. the nature of the war by changing the 
i old seesaw pattern. They could do so 
by moving west and cutting the road 
link between Vientiane and the royal 
capital of Luangprabang, or by driving 
south against a pair of other targets. 

A Look at Long Chong. These were 
Sam Thong, headquarters for the U.S. 
aid operation in northern Laos, and /’ 
Long Cheng, a top-secret, ClA-supportec^y i 
base for guerrilla operations against the ’ 
Communists. Sam Thong, which serves 
as a center for refugee assistance as 
well as standard aid programs, has oc- 
casionally been opened to news- 
men, Long Cheng, however, remained 
sealed until last week, when Time 
Stringer Timothy Allman, a Life corrcs 
pondent, and a French reporter paid 


sd , 

>1E / 

:sty 


an unauthorized visit, Allman’s report; 

After strolling 15 kilometers along 
the U.S.-built dirt road that links Sam 
Thong and Long Cheng, the three of 
us were picked up by a Jccpload 
of Mco troopers and driven the rest of 
the way to CIA-Iand. They assumed, of 
course, that wc were agency men — no 
one else is allowed in. The first sight in 
Long Cheng was encouraging: a bar- 
bershop with a sign reading “Welcome,” 
Five years ago, the valley was de- 
serted; now American money and of- 
ficials have created a town of 40,000 
people dedicated to war. Wc saw Amer- 
icans in civilian clothes working on air- 
craft engines, taxiing unmarked T-28 
fighter-bombers up and down the run- 
way and teaching Asians the art of en- 
gine maintenance. Although Asians 
— presumably Laotians and Thais — fly 
the T-28s, Americans fly rescue hel- 
icopters bearing U.S. markings, one of 
'which always has its rotors turning in 
readiness for a rescue mission. As we 
watched, U.S. aircraft took off and land- 
ed at 60-second intervals. 

At last we were discovered. An an- 
gry Laotian colonel ordered us into his 
Jeep. Soon afterward a khaki-clad CIA 
man appeared, seized the French cor- 
respondent’s notebooks, then left to 
make arrangements for our departure. 

Finally, a light aircraft arrived bearing 
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Laos debate 
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PRESIDENT NIXONS state- Sen. Mansfield and Sen. Fulbright share the !$ 
ment on Laos has fueled new - view that peace never will return to Southeast J 
debnto about American In- Asia until American military forces leave. -i 

n?rS^ thCW “ rS,nViCt ’ Sun - Mansfield argues the entire area - 
nam and Laos. Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia and Thailand — 1 

It hns provided Admlnistra- . should bo neutralized. He contends it must be/! 
lion critics with another open- done thru the Paris conference to which ho ' 
Inp; to question its credibility thinks President Nixon should send a high- 1 
and to demand that the United ranking representative. If 


WX ana to demand that the United ranking representative, d 

'MMM .SS“8 ver,ton °' e “ s H 

stock and barrel, Including bases.” , . , es .‘ \ 

That statement was made In a week-end /JJ" 1 * presence of the United States In ] 

: television appearance (CBS's Face the Nation) . ..o ‘ } \ < 

L by Senate Democratic Leader Mike Mansfield . * h ° rI . dl lffi U » 1 L*, 3 * P u A rt .j f h ® 

\ of Montana who has nlaved a mnior role in worIfl • • ■ If tho United States should ever t 

] recent weeks in warning about America’s in- thelrdfmcuTti! e« hink these 1)601,10 could '’ 

ilia army of Mao tribesmen in Laos. ; sort qut their difficulties. ( 

’ Sen. Mansfield said "wo are op to our ‘ of thousand years , 

( necks” in Laos and "over our heads” In Viet- , ^ And V v he? we 1SrudeJ 

.I He was joined in his concern about Southeast'; think ° w^SplT^rotoS °the * wa^hlch * 


J Sen. Mansfield said "wo are op to our 
' necks” in Laos and “over our heads" In Viet- 
, nam. 

• He was joined in his concern about Southeast 

■ stiot^ier long-standing critic of the started out as a colonial war and then a civil ’ 

[' " y*f 1 Yi T T.i Ch 2i rm . an r- J ‘ f l 9 ? f u K war and now we are Involved and it is really > 
bright, D-Ark., of the Senato Foreign Relations an International war ." > 

■ mT ~ ° n NBC " MCOt the Pr6SS ^ senators were skeptical about Mr. Nix-j 

; 6 c ' . . .. _ , . ' ... on’s Vlctnamizatlon program. Sen. Fulbright’! 

^ ^ en - Fulbright said the President did not argues It Is "a basic policy ... (for) the pro- ■' 

a th <r facts °n Laos, especlaliy about tho - longation of the war in Vietnam and Laos in- f 
Is heavy Involvement of. the CIA which organ-- , definitely.". i 

• ized, trained, equipped and commanded — t?" ‘n„ n . ’. 

t -with "an enormous outlay of funds that do not ^ eX * ' 

■ appear in any appropriation bill” — the guer-^' ^ er wh 

. rilla army of Meo tribesmen in Laos. • ^oth think they should come home ■ 

< * * * faster than now planned. A questioner remind- ; 

( r> ‘ ed Sen. Fulbright that President Johnson had 

.DOTH senators made it clear that they, and , offered to get out within six months after the 
‘others of the same view, would continue to >. war stopped and asked the senator: "Can you ! 
insist upon the public release of testimony se- offer them (the communists) anything better- 
j,cretly given the Senate Foreign Relations sub- , than that?" 

f committees on Laos. Secretary of State Wii- \ Sen. Fulbright, whom Mr. Johnson has bit-- 
:.ham P. Rogers thus far has refused to release terly criticized In his recent TV appearances,- 
/ r anything except a version so censored that J responded: "I don’t think President JdhnsonVi 


■ ' , -I 
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} By TED KNAP 
^rlpps-Howord Staff Writer 


*'I have no response for you on that, 
replied. 

President Nixon was embroiled in his first - Mr. Nixon had said Friday there are no 
serjous credibility problem today by insisting American ground combat troops in Laos and, 
jth*t 27 Americans killed or missing “In hostile he had “no plans" to introduce any. ) 

laciion" ,onL the ground in Laos were not killed jj e reported that there were 1,040 Amer-i 
■“in crd'und combat operations." , leans in Laos, 320 of whom are engaged inj 

U t was something Mr. Nixon had tried hard military advisory or 

to avoid, contending as he had that a crcdibili* -tian Government forcer n The < Wh Ite House said! 

ty gap had led to tho political downfall of for- 228 of the 320 arc military personnel. 

mer President Lyndon B. Johnson. '■ A White House spokesman also told news- j 

j «l * - men Friday that nearly 400 Americans werej 
White House confirmation yesterday ^at • mi'sing in the air war over Laos, i 
Americans had, indeed, been killed in ground k interdicting North Vietnamese move 
action m the war in Laos seemed to invite rt* v.;-, ,. . v; .c .,1 , 

doubts about other parts of Mr. Nixon’s Friday . ment of troops and supplies on the Ho Chi' 
report to the nation on Laos. •' " |;Mlnh trail into South - Vietnam. The spokesman 

"No American stationed in Laos has ever [ had said no American adviser had been killed.; 

The White House refused to say today how 


’the 


bien killed in ground combat operations,’ 

• President stated in that report. 

By the next night, newspapers were report- 
ing that U.S. infantry Capt. Joseph Bush had 
been killed by enemy machine gunfire Feb. 11, 
. 1969, during a North Vietnamese raid on a 
•; Laotian command post at the edge of the plain 


Report on 
- Page 19. 


the growing debate over La os on 


many, if any, of the 25 civilian victims of hos-t 
i -tile action had been former U.S. military per-j 
sonnet employed by the CIA in what for six j 
' .years had been a clandestine operation. , - M 
a Mr. Warren said he could not state positively! 
4 that no other American in military service, oth- t 
l .er. than Capt. Bush had been killed on the -J 
ground In Laos 






. r 


■J |M' 




■ ! V. . 


J U;.', 


.“of Jars. Capt. Bush had been an adviser to the 1 
Royal Lao arP'.ery wliich had been shelling [j 
, communist troup concentrations in that com-^ 

: bat area in northern Laos. • 

Deputy' White House Press Secretary Gerald j 
• L. Warren described the action yesterday: } 

>' “Capt. Bush was in his quarters in a com- 1 
pound 10 miles to the rear of the expected line ; 
of contact with the or.cmy when North Viet- 1 
samese commandos attacked the compound. <j 
“He took action immediately to' attempt to’ 

' protect other persons in the compound, and by < 
taking such action he exposed himslef to ene- > 

| my fire and was killed." | 

'• Mr. Wanen confirmed that Capt. .Bush’s- j 
^.quarters were in the Laotian command post i 
and that he fired his own weapon during the A 
: attack. Mr. Warren said Capt Bush was ’ 

; killed in “hostile action." 

; In answer to newsmen's questions, the 
f White House said 26 other Americans had 
' been killed or are missing In hostile action in 
\ Laos. A spokesman said 25 were civilians and ’•} 

■ cne was a dependent. 

" The spokesman, who cannot be Identified un- 
-derthe ground rules imposed by the White .., r.j / . _ 

: House, said they were the victims of such ac- j r; 

>tlons as enemy ambushes, artillery fire and l 
•landmines. ■. • ’ '• • f'Vvi’t-'.?’*. 

The spokesman insisted, however, they were. j rv; ; .j/y V 1 

! nob victims of “ground combat operations,".'] v . ■ i- V; ki.LLiyV 

according to (he White House definition. He ; • •• ■!. ’ . .< •• 

did not explain the distinction. 'J 'V't. ; ‘y.v ' 

' Mr. Warren said the President had not-* ’ - . . V V ; : L 

known of Capt. Bush’s death when he issued ] ~ -"-.V V-'-''-'.'-.- T.’ ‘ , 

his extensive report on Laos, but he said the ^ ' x . . 

-President had been informed about the 261 • ! . ; 

civilians killed or missing in hostile action. ; 7. . . , ,' 

“Is the president disturbcd^Uiat this, has ! \ 
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Mr. Nixons Explana tion 


An Accounting Fails to Choke Off Laos Criticism 


i 


From Washington, d.c. 

No American combat troops are In 
Laos and there’s no Intention of sending 
any in. 

That’s the essence of Presideht Nixon’s 
declaration last week of U.S. policy in 
Laos. The unusual 3,000-word statement 
was prompted by rising congressional 
criticism, questions, fears, and politicking 
over the course of U.S. actions in the Com- 
munist-threatened kingdom in Southeast 
Asia. 

The Chief Executive acknowledged that 
American air attacks in Laos had been 
expanded to help counter the Communists. 
It v/as official confirmation of well-pub- 
licized fact. 

The President’s statement said parts 
of Laos were now occupied by 67,000 North 


tiane, the Laotian administrative capital, i. Laos at the request of the Laotian govern- ' 

The President said American air at- r ment. “Our increasing Involvement In j 

tacks were primarily aimed at keeping. Vietnam started with just that kind of air i 
'North Vietnamese war material from • ^ support,” he said. Sen. John Sherman, 
reaching South Vietnam over the Ho Chi Cooper called for the immediate with- ' 
Minh Trail through Laos. He said addi- drawal of all American civilian and mill- i 


tional missions were being flown to assist 
the Laotian army against Laotian-Com- 
munist and North Vietnamese troops. 

These missions were flown at the re- 
quest of the Laotian government, and the 
level of the air attacks “has been in- 
creased only as the number of North Viet- 
namese in Laos and the level of their ag- 
gression has increased,” Mr. Nixon said. 
The number of North Vietnamese in Laos 
has grown by 13,000 in the past year, he 
v noted. 

Mr. Nixon said he hoped Britain and 


Vietnamese, compared with 1,040 Ameri- Russia might be able to help restore peace ‘ 


cans in the whole country. It said 646 of 
these Americans were engaged in military 
or logistics activities. 

No Americans have been killed in Laos 
in combat operations on the ground, Mr. 
Nixon said. A high White House official 
followed the statement with an explana- 
tion that about 400 Americans had been 
killed or were missing in the air war. Pre- 
vious official statements about Laos had 
reported that 193 airmen were missing, 
and conceded a military role inside the 
country only to the 70 Americans on the 
.staff of the U.S. military attache in Vien- 


in Laos by rounding up assistance from 
the other 12 countries that signed a 1962 
agreement that was supposed to ensure 
the neutrality and Independence of Laos. 1 
But he said settling the war would mostly 
“require realism and reasonableness from 
Hanoi.” 

The President’s statement, issued from 
Key Biscayne, Fla., where he was stay- 
ing over the week end, failed to tamp 
down congressional criticism of his Lao- 
tian policy. Sen. Jacob Javits, New York 
Republican, said he was concerned about 
the Upited States supplying air cover to 


« - i nn V-wir r'ntt i r 


tary personnel “engaged in air strikes or j 
any other combat activity” in Laos. The 
Kentucky Republican said he feared their 
presence in Laos would lead to greater, 1 
American involvement. j 

Senate critics of the Laotian involve- 
ment were almost as upset at the secrecy, 
which hitherto surrounded it as they were 
over the fighting itself. They have been 
campaigning since autumn for the Admin- 
istration to make public the contents of.' 
briefings on Laos It had given privately- 
to senators. 

The secret briefings contained little 
that had not been reported from other ' 
sources in the press: accounts of Amer- 
ican air raids in support of Laotian forces' 
that are paid, armed, transported, and 
sometimes controlled by American mill- , 
tary advisers assigned to the Central In - '( 
telligence Agency (CIAL This involve^ 
ment was common kiytvledge for a long 
time, and the secrecy surrounding it was 
apparently meant to spare Laotian Prime 
Minister Souvanna Phouma from embar- 
rassment over these violations of the 
1962 agreement. 

Souvanna Phouma seemed unembar-' 
rassed however. He told newsmen last 
"week that “the entire country will become 
^Communist” without the American air 
raids. "I think the United States should 
agree to increase the aid we have re-! 
ceived and which we need,” he said. ; 

The outcry over Laos began last month 
when Communist forces chased Laotian 
troops and their American advisers from' 
the Plain of Jars in northern Laos. No' 
significant fighting was reported In the,' 
kingdom last week, though the war in 
words continued unabated here half the 
world away. ; 

“***'■■*" . ..riOiLgi ag^w**— — 
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Sen. J. W. Fulbright (D-Ark.) 
said yesterday that he was sur- 
prised to learn froth secret 
estimony of large unbudgeted 
American spending and the 
extent of Central Intelligence 
Agency involvement in Laos. 

The chairman of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee 
appeared ' on the NBC televi- 
sion program, "Meet the 
Press.” He referred to testi- 
mony given a subcommittee 
headed by Sen. Stuart Syming-j 
ton (D-Mo.), which several sen- 
ators haVe urged be made pub 
lie. 


began with a few American 
advisers present. 

Both Mansfield end Ful- 
brfght, longtime critics of the 
Vietnam war, said American 
personnel should be with- 
drawn from Laos, but that the 
United States should continue 
to try to block Ho. Chi Minh 
trail ^supply routes in Laos 
leading from North Vietnam 
to South' Vietnam.' 

Mansfield said he did not 
believe the independence of 
Laos was worth loss of Ameri- 
can lives. Ho said he believed 
the President would not send 
ground forces into Laos. 


there is little President Nixon' 
could do about it. 

Mathias said in a television- 
interview on WMAL-TV that ', 
the North Vietnamese have 50,- 
000 troops in Laos. He said 
"They have the option* in{ 
Laos. That’s a variable over y 
which we have no control, and . 
with an army of -that size,, if it . 
were - released, I suspect that .. 
they could taka the country.*? , 


Senate Majority Leader 
i Mike Mansfield (D-Mont;) said 
on the CBS program, "Face 
the Nation,” he believed there 
was >a good possibility of 
reaching agreement with the 
Nixon administration to , re- 
lease part of the transcript. 

President Nixon has said the 
■United States has 1,040 per- 
sonnel on the ground in Laos 
assisting Laotian forces in the 
fight against North Vietnam- 
ese troops. A number of sena- 
tors fear Laos could become 
another Vietnam -war, which 


Both Mansfield and FuL 
bright said the Vietnamizatlon 
policy of. turning the war over 
to South Vietnam would not 
end the fighting. This cah be 
done , only by a diplomatic set- 
tlement, they said. Mansfield 
urged that a higli ranking ne- 
gotiator be sent' to the Paris 
peace talks on Vietnam to re- 
place Henry Cahot Lodge, who 
resigned three months ago. 

Meanwhile, Sen. Charles 
McC. Mathias (R-Md.), said the 
enemy probably could take 
over Laos H it wished and 
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By Jack Foisie 

Lon An«df s Times 


H may be the base camp for are described by authorities 
seven man special guerrilla, vnlunt „ rs _ but it w as 


'»*• #<..** it 


Hi ' Los Antics Times • 3 “ T. , „,£««« «» *» Volunteers, but it WSS 

- KALONO. Laos, March 8 - This is V-h ggj 5.K jKJStS 

f W. Co— P ist P^atbet Lao d, 

k rustic fort the size of a football field. In- f M [„ h TralL i serters • 1 

■■ '' The troops are armed with 


• rustic fort the size of a football 1101 a. in- .... Mjnh Trail. i sencrs> . ... 

' side its defenses live 150 government : ,.i ... .. The troops are armed with 

V militia men, 10 wives, 28 children, one r, JJPJ e ar * *£ the best U.S. rifle, but at the 

t water buffalo 13 I chickens, four pigs and - w Centra V 

’ * Three 'miles to the east is the nearest ' | Jntellieence ARchcy ^wjo. in launching rocks to stun lb- 

* ’outpost of the North Vietnamese army * j Sd as U S AID mission in the trees. • 

[' Twenty miles to the cast is a main trail ,< P . llian emp i 0 yecs Married men with families 

i\of the infiltration route the enemy uses .., j cl o Covc y nrnent gucrril- live in straw hootches on two 
>,‘ to reach South Vietnam. • • . . a s | En 0 j pr j de wear sides of the perimeter, with 

Despite the proximity o I the foe : and i * d lstlnctlve insignia when in , their fighting positions out- 
f -the constant patrblling by bota siaes, ld their doors. The single- 

there has been little contact recently. the rear Uve ln more rusUc hute » 

L The latest action, the fort commander J dl b | re Th " presence of' The lack of a woman’s touch' 
said, was two months ago when one^ in- is apparent. . . ‘\ 

c his patrols was ambushed. A . r ; side the fort also strengthens The perimeter defense is a ; 

••.government casualties, but tne oiiicer. . possibility of Its secret, mix of modern American woa- 

^.SppHlln* a Men appear l» be (g*, M 7 j(v. 'The U.S. presence is taeijjg b “‘ '“5,°' There! 

nttt* nunHldtrifl »», 11111X1 II t ... ■ . ,, . , 1 


l£S£«£t 


« its languid appeawnc«.:^tyea ■ a; V ; 


States. Mortar shells in cases tr lcally,. but also homemade 

bear markings indicating they' /’ 

were produced, last year, jbooby traps. 

For most ‘troops here, to-J The unlt ln the camp is, 
day was a day for sleep, aheadquarters company of 
bath at a stream two mllesjVolunteer Battalion 33. Four ; 
away, and scrounging former companies of the same 
food to supplement their rice battalion are In similar corn- 
diet. • " pounds nearby. .. 

One young trooper had al There is supporting artillery; 
snare attached to a long pole' a t another location and allied 
and was trying to catch crick-i a i rpowe r can be overhead 1 
ets. Another soldier was feed-j W ithin ! 30 minutes, according 
ing the deer he had trapped, t 0 the staff officer. If under 
fattening it for a feast. night attack, the troops have 

Most of the militia men are filled beer cans with oil and 

bnvish-looking and several ad-> will light them to point the 

S ted to being only 13.'They]way to the helicopter landing 
a itb W W tfii afa t»tir-|area. if reinforcements be- 
, come necessary. 

‘ i \ " As we left by helicopter in 
1 , . mid-afternoon, a bamboo gong 

. . . ’ fwas being beaten In the camp. 

’ , fit was time for the men of 

. .Kalong to forego, thelr home- 


[making tasks' and get back to! ’ 


’• V . . •. ;• r - '. V! ' j. v . . 

V , *;'v- •• ' 
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By Laurence Stern 

Wn^hlnrtort Post Ff*r*!*n Service 


The only visible scars here 

j ; : »of the war are the pathetic 

, VIENTIANE, Laos, March 8 — The war ^ refugees of the bombing in the 
•that has caused a new pitch of political ) combat zones who have been 
concern in Washington is being shrugged l resettled in Vientiane after 
at here with a languor thgt befits the j losing homes and loved ones 
capital’s Asian-Gallic tradition. j to the bombs, shrapnel and 

A banner beside the swimming pool /ire. 

(at the Lang Xuan Hotel, chief encamp- ii President Nixon’s statement 
ment of the Journalistic legion that has on Laos did little to alter the 
landed here ( cse past two weeks, pro- ; j sense of deja vu in Vientiane 

claims a “grand soiree de gala for the l or to raise any new cxpecta- 

profit of the Laotian children and vie- [ tions for settlement of the war 
;tims of the war." j that has ground a see-saw 

j The event is “under the high patron- '[course through this primitive 
iage of his excellency Prince Souvanna [country for more than t)vo 

IPhouma,” and two International Rotajry -decades. 
iClub flags dangle from each side of they* Forgetting the ethnic, tribal 
ibanner. and personalistic nuances, 

! Beside the shaded outdoor bar where I which could fill books, the is- 
-Lowenbrau and citron presse are scrved, |; sucs as se en from Vientiane 
( there is another sign warning children <jcan be stated in stark form, 
.not to play violently around the pool. North Vietnamese and Pa- 
i- The war, which is centered about 50 1 j thet Lao objectives. in the cur- 
miles to the north, has also given a sharp”;: rent offensive seem to be 
'boost to the bar and car-hire businesses threefold: 
as well as the taxi girls and other .forms 'j| • A halt In the American 
jOf night life, such as they are. . .... ^bombings along the Ho Chi 
{ It is not far-fetched, as one resident j,. Mi nh Trail and its Communist 
philosopher put it, to assert that the two j staging areas in the northeast. 

• Establishment of a coali- 
tion government in Vientiane 
that the Communists consider 
friendlier to their Interests 
both in Laos and South Viet- 


■principal sources of national income at 
.the moment are -opium and press-, tele- 
jraph .tolls . '■ & 




\ ' ■ 


nam. 

• Restoration of territorial 
boundaries of control that cor- 
respond roughly to the 1961 
battle lines, toward which the 
Communists are now driving. 

Nothing in the President’s 
message on Laos intimated 
that the Nixon administration 
is prepared to make conces- 
sions in any of these direc- 
tions. 

Similarly, Prince Souvanna 
Phouma’s statement Friday 
that he has no objections to 
North Vietnamese use; of the 
Ho Chi Minh Trail through. 
Laos, is viewed as jnore concil- 
iatory on the surfaceman it la 
in substance,- '• 


i It is the American military 
command in Saigon and not 
Souvanna who controls the 
massive bombing runs over 
the trail that the North Viet- 
namese want stopped. 

In asking the North Viet- 
namese to desist from their 
dry-season offensive in ex- 
change for his averting his 
eyes from the infiltration, the 
Laotian premier would seem 
to be asking. for something in 
exchange for nothing, as expe- 
rienced observers here see it. 

And so the prospect, at least 
as it looks from here, is for 
more of the same within the 
limited framework in which 
the Laotian war has ebbed 
and flowed through the years, 

Last summer the CIA-organ- 
ized government army of Gen. 
Vang Pao surged further into | 
Communist territory, both in;, 
[the Plain of Jars and toward; 
the infiltration corridor, than) 
ever in the past six years. The 
tempo of American bombing 
in Laos also escalated beyond 
any previous level. 

Now y the North Vietnamese 
counter offensive" is expected 
to go beyond any point 
that the Communists 
have reached in Laos since 
1961, though it will probably 
halt well short of the capital. 

And so, in the privately ex- 
pressed view of American offi- 
cials arid veteran diplomatic 
observers from other coun- 
tries that joined in the 1962 
Geneva accords, there is no 
immediate prospect for dimi- 
nution of the U.S. role lathe 
long-festering Laotian war. 

Curiously, President Nixon’s 
figures for the number .of 
Americans either in the direct 
employ of the U.S. govern- 
ment or working under con- 
tract 1 here rr 1,040 — is about 
25 per cent higher than the 
number of 830 given by U;S, 
officials in Vientiane until the 


Another number in the 
President’s statement that 
caused some puzzlement here 
was the 67,000 troops that he 
said Hanoi has introduced Into; - 
Laos. Until then the highest 
number given by any Amen-,' 
can spokesman in Vientiane 
for the North Vietnamese 
presence was 50,000. 

Perhaps the most arresting 
symbol of at least the short-’ 
range American posture In: 
Laos can be found in an AID, 
compound four miles from the 
center of town. , 

There a $50,000 Olympic-! 
sized swimming pool ir 
being -built for U.S. govern- 1 
ment families, it is expected; 


i \ M> 

' 1 i Ktl' ; 


i , 
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lierWasliIngton Merry-Go-15 omul 



By Jock Anderson 

A Soviet intelligence agent, 
caught in a serious act of espi- 
onage, has been permitted to 
remain in the United States. 

He is Oleg D. Kalugin, for- 
merly a Tass news correspond- 
ent, now second secretary at 
the Soviet Embassy, who be' 
came entangled in a web of es 
pionngc and romance. 

His undercover activities In 
this country are known to the 
FBI. But only the State De- 
partment knows the reason he 
is still here. Other spies 
caught in the act have been 
declared persona non grata 
and have f sn given 48 hours 
to leave the country. , 

The handsome, lolharian 
Kalugin took over from a fel- 
low' spy, Nikolai Kapsov, who 
had been cultivating a Greek 
immigrant for undercover 
work in the United States. 

The immigrant, John Mak- 
rls, had worked for a time as a 
United Nations intern and, 
eventually, had ventured into 
business. He was having 
rough time keeping out of the 
red. 

To the Russians, Makrls 
seemed a good prospect for re 
cruitment as an agent, and Ka- 
lugin moved in to close the 
deal. Assuming the name "Vic- 
tor Kraknikovich," ' he , con- 


tacted Makrls. Kalugin ex- 
plained he was a friend of Ni- 
kolai's and wanted to help 
Makrls with his business ven- 
tures. 

Cloak and Dagger 

Over the next two years, Ka- 
lugin paid Makrls $12,000. Fol- 
lowing elaborate rendezvous 
plans and ever on the lookout 
for FBI agents, the pair met in 
hotel lobbies, restaurants, a 
Greenwich Village bookstore 
arid at various spots in the 
Bronx! 

They discussed a number of 
plans. First, Makris was to in- 
filtrate anti-Castro groups in 
New York and Nicaragua 
Later he was to move to Wash- 
ington and set up a business 
as a front, then travel around 
tho country -as a "bagman," 
distributing money to Soviet 
agents. 

But one by one, each new 
conspiracy 1 fell apart out of 
confusion and exaggerated 
caution. ic.' 

At one point, Kalugin 'In- 
structed Makrls to cultivate a 
secretary in the FBI’s Manhat- 
tan office. Kalugin wanted in- 
formation on FBI surveillance 
procedures. Specifically, he 
wanted to know what cars the 
FBI agents drove and where 
they were garaged. 

| ; When Makris had. .won tho 


girl’s confidence, the planl 
called for Kalugin to appear. 
He would romance the lady 
while his wife tended tho 
home fires In their apartment 
Kalugin also offered Makris 
$15,000 to plant his own Amer- 
ican girlfriend inside the State 
Department. The girl agreed, 
applied for a Job and was in- 
terviewed. 1 


Russian Romeo 
There was only one hitch in 
Kalugin’s quasi-bi'gamous op- 
erations: • Makris and both 
girls were working under FBI 
direction. 

When the affair had gone 
far enough, the U.S. told the 
Soviets to keep their Russian 
Romeo on a tighter leash 
Strangely, however, he was 
not asked to leave the country. 

He resides today in a non 
descript apartment building 
Just four blocks inside the Dis- 
trict of Columbia line. It Is an 
unnoticeable location, a thor- 
oughly middle-class habitat in 
a thoroughly middle-class 
neighborhood. 

Kalugin comes and goes 
without hindrance, swallowed 
up in the bustle of big-city 
life. He and his wife, said one 
neighbor, "keep very much to 
themselves.?- Residents and 
visitors to; the apartment 




building go about their busk ' 
ness in a routine manner. •’ 
They know nothing of the spy i 
who resides within. 

But for those few who know ' • 
the truth about Oleg Kalugin, 
there is a vagu$ feeling of 
being watched. ' 

InlcIligcncR Notes 

A secret staff study, now on '! 
President Nixon’s desk, claims !. 
that Israel can hold her own ^ 
against the Arab threat with- ■ 
out more planes from the j 
United States . . . At the same '] 
time, intelligence reports 
warn that Russia is preparing !| 
to send Egypt advanced jet ^ 
fighters) fighter-bombers, anti- ’j 
aircraft artillery and missiles, j 
and the latest electronic-detec- j 
tion equipment . . !! 

The B-52 strike against the " 
North Vietnamese on the 
Plain of Jars was urged by G. 
McMurtrie Godley, the Ameri- 
can Ambassador to Laos. Be- -j 
cause this was an escalation of j 
the Laotian war, President .' 
Nixon personally made the de- J 
cision after consulting with 
the National Security Council. *> 
The big B-52s were ordered to 7 
blast the North Vietnamese'; 
field headquarters.’ But the? 
bombing, apparently, didn’t " 
even slow the assault upon tha j 
strategic plain, v . & 


O.im B«u-Ucqur» arodUitfejCM/j 
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;U.S; Admits ] 
O j.Deatli, Denies 
Combat 



j 


By Don Irwin 

Ltn Amides Time* 

BISCAYNE, 


Fla., 


Tho 26~ persons in addition" 
i to Bush listed as killed-, 
through enemy actions wer?„. 
1 said to have been Included in- 
I >i the figure of 200 persons 


Warren said official records* 
report that: "Capt. Bush, on- 
T-r* v mcrAVNTv in a |thc night of the. incident, was:'! 

’-March 8-Thc White Houselin his quarters in a compound.;, - whose dealhs officials said *n- : 
■ confirmed today that a U.S.ilO miles to the rear of the ex- ) day had occurred in Laos but 
Annv captain was killed by; pcc) ,, d line of contact” with., not it} ground combat. The in>j 
j hostile action on the ground in[ h , /j dleation at that time was that 

' --- ,A^n u .,1 cm.iuy. ■ nil had- died as the result 

Vietnamese l“ at or accidftn ts tn air< 
planes or helicopters. 


When North 
commandos attacked the com-' 
pound, Warren said, Bush.', 


i dleation at that time was that* 

I Laos in February, 1969, but de-' t,,v ,1 amrf as the result o£ 

Knied that the death resulted 
i front “ground combat opora- 
' tions.” 

! Gerald L. Warren, deputy 

• White House press secretary, try t0 pro tect tne oiners in me. ■» case iu i«*. 

i&g-S. 

• been killed by enemy fire at a “He was engaged in military/; 

\ command post behind front operations; he was a military.;; 

lines but said Bush was ia t tache ,,, Warren sald . .. Did he , 


, - No occasion arose to put di* 

'■took action immediately to.,,. re ct questions abouVthe riusn, 
try to protect the others in the *’ case to Mr. Nixon. T e re . 1 


■ then in a “combat operation.” 


At the same time, an admin- 


fire a gun?” asked a newsman, 


istration source disclosed that referring to a statement iiythe 


>4 

*26* other "Americans— 25 civil- Times account that Bush 'ha^ 
: ians and one dependent of a killed a : North Vietnamese ^ 1 
^civilian— had died in Laos. w (tj, his M-16 rifle before he-ji 
from what was described as ; WM billed by automatic weap-'O 
hostile action. Warren said he , 


i Huauit; MV-tUMI, T.n.M U vwm 

[did not know whether there |° ns * lrc 
•arc more cases like Bush's but 
! that "there may be.” 

1 A newsman asked whct.hct 
'President Nixon did not feat 
-that he had created a crcdibil- 
’ ity gap with his assertion Frl- 
1 day in his statement’ on Laos 
1 . that “no American stationed 
iin Laos has ever been killed in 
1 ground combat operations.” 

"I have no response for you 
,on that,” Warren replied, 
t. Warren said that Mr. Nixon 


r had not known when he issued 
1 his statement that an Army of- 
ificer was included with 26 ci- 


"Whcn he was attacked, he ^ 
took action," Warren replied/! 
"He fired a gun to protect the M 
others in tjie compound. . . In *'' 
our definition of combat, he-; 
was protecting persons under^ 
attack.” ,1 * 

Warren refused to discuss t 
on the record the number of ( 
other Americans who had died"* 
through "enemy action” that.) 
was not "combat." ! 

The figure of 26 was pro-* 
duced )>y .White House/ 


narrowing down an 


. vilians among Americans' sources, ........ — - ■, 

t whose deaths were ascribed by estimate of fewer than 50 that j 
i the Pentagon to hostile action was supplied to newsmen FrU^ 
, but not to combat. The Presi. , d Wh , le all oxcept Bush c 

■.dent did know that such .. 

) deaths had occurred, Warren w dre civilians, the sources (i 
,*aid. , said, some may have died in>«, 

) On whether Bush’s case was j in ground incidents. 

| known to officials who helped Hostile action is 
(prepare Mr. Nixons state- . _ 

ment, Warren »*•♦»*« cover casualties in circum* 

» L. A 


to 

stances other than direct com^ 
bat, including ambushes, long-”^ 


„ construed'!' 1 

Mr. Nixons state 
noted that lie) 
had said that “the records 
were thoroughly checked” but 
went no further. 

Warren said it was assumed 
from available records that 
Bush, whom he described as a 
military attache, was stationed 
in Laos. Even so, he maim 
tnined, the President's state- 
ment on casualties in 


range artillery fire and mines.’, v 
Twenty-five of these victims"’ 
were described as U.S. civilian, *> 
officials or civilian employees, c 
of government contractors:'? 
Sources were unable to stated 
Lao ?S whether any were 
personnel who had 


military,, 

resigned,) 


\ 


.was correct because Bush was pcrsonncl wno naa rcsignen^ / - 

|orcrAppilD n w r d&^ -2 




| boston,' 
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[President strives 'to. 



iBy Matthew V. Storin 
;Globe Staff 

I i 

i KEY BISCAYNE, Fla. — 

’ A book written last year by 
\ /Joseph C. Goulden on the 
11964 Gulf of Tonkin inci- 
dent made the case that the 
; Johnson administration 
stated a phony attack by 
■ North Vietnamese gun-J 
! boats to provide a vehicle 
for increased U.S. combat 
iin Vietnam. 

/ Goulden called the book 
V “Truth Is the First Casual- . 
Jty.” 

' Richard M. Nixon indi- 





not be involved in a fur- 
ther discussion of these. 

Last week, under the in- 
tense pressure of news re- 
ports from Laos and ques- 
tioning speeches from Con- 
gress, the President decid- 
ed more information would 
be in the public interest — 
and no doubt in his own. 


White House press secre- 
I tary Ronald L. Ziegler was 
'.encountering a barrage of 
I daily questions concerning 
reports that U.S. civilians, 


ap over iba 


UNPOPULAR THOUGHT 

• A tacit admission that 
the U.S. has increased its' 
. combat in Laos in response 

apparently CentNjlJntelli- , to thc North Vietnamese. ■ 

gence Agengy, people, were All of these statements, 1 
involved in ground combat i cven i n the paraphrasing - 
operations. 1 required by the ground- : 

! >, . * ' , 1 rules, were potentially; 

On Wednesday Ziegler j troublesome politically for 


G 


was indicating that there the administration. 1 

He issued a 1300-word 1/ were no plans for a presi- : So was t h e President’s'; 
statement giving a "precise dential statement on Laos, gtatement that 320 U.S. ! 

description of our current j at least through the week- military me n and civilians , 

activities in Laos.” It in- :! end, but Thursday morning are serv i ng as military ad- 1 

[cated here this weekend 1 eluded a concession that air , the press : secretary called v j sers (and the more pre-j 

the extent of his concern ’ strikes have been made by i ite. House correspon- c j se disclosure at the brief- ; 


that such a book not be 
written about his adminis- 
, tration. 

\ In Laos there has been 
: no question about the role ; 
■'of the North Vietnamese. 

: They have been' sweeping 
i powerfully across the 
■ no r t h e r n Plaines des 


the U.S. in defense of Lao- dents, urging that if they 
tian forces in the north, the were 
most direct admission to | company the , President 
date that the U.S. violates here they should reconsid- 
'the 1962 Geneva Accords er. 

in response to the viola- When . the statement 
|tions by the North Viet- came, it was a comprehgn- ' 
jnamese. | sive one. And a briefing 1 

that followed was respon- 


urging mat ii mey -,- c - .... . . 

not planning to ac-J f ln « that the Chilians total 1 
inv the President o men). "T 


The President made 1 a, 


— j somewhat self-conscious 

: NEWS ANALYSIS -.point' of saying he could 

** havp rpvpulpfl thpse fflcts 


sive to virtually all ques-' 
tions from newsmen. The 


have revealed these facts briefing was conducted by} 
1 _ presidential aides under 

a 


‘ . _ . . _ ‘ * [earlier without causing a ground rules that they not 

Jarres, threatening the ex- | political problem for him- .be quoted directly and be j 
istence of the neutralist se jf . j[ e said that the mili- referred to only as “White 
government of Prime Min- tary activities in Laos had House officials." > j 

been Initiated by thc Ken- ; This is standard proce- , 
nedy and Johnson admin- 1 dure for briefings which. 1 
istrntions and only contin- provide background for , 
ucd by his administration. , presidential statements. 

But of course any Presi- ! Among the items cov- 


'ister Souvanna Phouma. 


The question in Laos has 
been: What is thc U.S. 
doing? President Nixon 
had never denied that 
•Americans might be in- 
volved beyond the degree 
which he publicly admitted 
bombing of the Ho Chi 
Minh Trail, air reconnais-. 
•■■'sance in the north and log-, 
islical support for Laotian- 
ground troops. jj 

CURRENT ACTIVITIES 


1 . The impression is left i 
that virtually all the civil- | 

| ians are CIA personnel, not 
[particularly a popular ,■ 
^.thought in domestic politi- j 
[cal circles. 1 

; Much of this resembles - ' 
the early days of U.S. in-; 
[volvement in Vietnam. But; 
administration officials, 
even while admitting that 
|the Communists probably 
can overrun Laos, tell 
[newsmen it is not likely ^ 
5 that the President would 
change his announced in- 
tention not to introduce 
ground combat troops into, 
that country. ■ ' 


‘dent would prefer not to ! *rcd in the briefing were: a "Jlem^t hat 

detail a military involve- ;! • A tacit admission that J diplomatic problem that, 

ment when it could remain ! the air strikes in the north 
out of the public eye. That violate the Geneva accords, 
would apply no matter • Relatively precise fig- ■' ( 
who initiated the involve- ur?s on casualties among [. 
men t U.S. airmen in Laos, about * j, 

But once the current dry. 20 ® killed over six years , 
season in Laos produced a ' ® n< ^ 811 cq V a ^ num ^® r ca P“ V 
renewed Communist offen- . tured or . 

, sive, the public — * by 1 
| means of /t Vietnam-shy^ 

Congress *— began, raising 


still faces President Nixon , 
/with potential political - 
*• danger. ; 

But what he appears to 
have attempted in Florida 
this weekend is to avoid 
• making truth the first cas-i 




The President alluded in 

the past to “some other ac- i -> • j _ _ , ...... 

tivities” inAippfOW6diiffcfH x fR^I^3&&'50fi CIA-RDP80-01 601 R000700050001-2 

the public . interest , would. J 
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'• By lan Wright 

f Special from the Manchester Guardian 

[ VIENTIANE, Laos — As wheeling buzzards 
[ traditionally signify the coming demise of a' 
I traveler, so the descent of the world’s press, 
j on Vientiane invariably precedes new reports 
' that Laos Is on its last legs. 

■ But it has been happening at least annually 
► for 12 years and happily Laos is still With us. 

J This year it was the inevitable fall Qf the 
: Plain of Jars 10 days ago that caused the 
I furor. Word pictures were painted of thou- 


Fortunately Vientiane iTsclE more village j,..’. 
than capital city, is the last .place to encour- \ It is far .from proved that last June, when 
age hysteria. On the n ' ommunlsts at- Vang Pao’s fortunes were at a low ebb, the 
tacked Xieng Khmi-- '-’trip the prime j Communists were going to break the rules of 
minister played brio,, usual and few ’>hat passes for warfare in Laos and were 
people slept less secure In their beds. ! planning to take over the country. 

........ o llluu ., ^ spite of the diplomatic moves Prince^" Happily, the Americans seemed to have 

sands of Communists in tanks and lorries* Souvanna Phouma has promised — he speaks j . managed to extract Vang Pao from his ad- 
J dragging heavy artillery pouring toward the about a reconvening of the Geneva conference venture without too serious losses. The evac- 
t strategic plain. But the truth is less dram at* , on Laos — there Is a basic pessimism that unions of the last month culminating in the’ 
,1c: In the final stages of the taking of the inothlng can be done until the Vietnam war Is pull-out from the Plain of Jars were orderly 
/Xieng Khouang airfield no more than four settled. 

/ hundred North Vietnamese and Pathet Lao The Laotians would ‘dearly like to detach 
t troops were involved. their civil war from 1 !>;"■ Greater Cohflict and 

J. It looks as if the Americans and the Royal j they believe, rightly I mink, that It could be 
fLao government have certainly withdrawn soon settled. But unfortunately, thanks to U.S. 
i Gen. Vang Pao’s men as the Communists ap- policy during the last nine months, they have 
, proached. become more seriously embroiled than ever 

r- "they are much more valuable than ter- before. 

i remarked an American official. It se ems to . have begun soon after the 

When Muong Soui fell late last month, part- j bombing of North Vietnam ended. The U.S. 
ly through an error of timing, hardly a shot Air Force and Navy had spare capacity and, 

" " as plans for an American troop pullout from 

South Vietnam proceeded, the bombing of 


was fired. 

As things stand militarily, this civil war Is 
l back where it was last June. The main differ- 
ence is that the North Vietnamese have three 
months of dry weather ahead of them and no 
f one knows what they intend to do. 

- They appear to have three main possi- 
bilities of attack. The most attractive would 


and well planned. Some diplomatic sources 
here suggest that Washington had as much to 
do with them as did the advancing North Viet- 
namese hordes. 

The Nixon administration Is facing increas- 
ing embarrassment over its Laos policy. The 
Vang Pao adventure together with the une- 
difying spectacle of the hundreds of tons of 
American bombs which fall on unwarlike 
Laos every day is more a reflection of the 
stalemate in Vietnam than of the realities 
here. , 

Certainly the United States has 


t. 


a com- 

North Vietnamese supply routes — the Ho Chi J mitment (ifs have the other signatories) to 
Minh trails — running through Eastern Laos' i prop up Laos, but these sorts of actions are 
Increased. j tearing the country apart 

• REACTING TO FEARS that the North Viet- 


namese were also "going for broke” in the 


IN A WAY Laos Is the Achilles heel of both 
the Americans and the North Vietnamese. 


! be to harass Vang Pao in his headquarters at Laotian civil war the Americans also greatly While the battle in the South goes on, nei- 

stepped up bombing in northern Laos. : ther Is going to ,agree to neutralization and 

1 They now argue that these fears were real j/there always will be the temptation to deal a 
and that last June it looked as If Vang Pao/ stealthy blow. Neither side, is willingly going; 
and his so-called secret army — ^lAJiaJaed/ to reduce its options, and American action in 
and always the main shield against the Nortlx the last nine months suggests the Nixon ad-; 
Vietnamese — was on the point of being de - 1 ministration has been using them to the full 
stroyed. The Americans reacted with more ’ — perhaps unwisely, 
bombing and an unprecedented series of at- j, vie inanimation offers no letup to Laos el- 
tacks by Vang Pao aqross the Plain of Jars In ? ther: As more Americans pull out of the 
September followed by probing of the trails in ■ south the bombing will have to continue, 
the southeast with elements of the Royal Lao ; The Laotians, one of the most gentle people 

A ™/ - ... .< on Earth, will remain hopelessly caught in 

This offensive, which has led to the present : the middlei Unlilce the Vietnamese they have 

Lao withdrawals and. excitement in the press, J no ideological stake in the war and both Lao- 
is now represented as very much a military' tlan sides contend that without the North Viet- 
affair thought up by Vang Pao. American offi- namese or without the American presence 
cials privately claim that it was ‘‘to buy timo. J 1 they could settle their differences, 
with territory" but others, perhaps more forth-; - The Laotians will continue to suffer ns they 
right, admit * any time you want to stir up \ have for centuries because of their geograph- 
the North Vietnamese, start advancing on the , leal position locked between Chinese, Viet~ 
trail or across the Plain of Jars.” . j namese, and the rest of Indochina. 

The net result now seems to be an escala- 


J Long Gheng and even try to take. It; they 
j could move, south toward Paksane on the Me- 
| kong River cutting their country in two, or 
! they may choose to march west to occupy old 
' positions at Vang Vieng on the road between 
| Vientiane and the royal capital Luang Pra- 
i bang. 

# MOVES IN ANY of these directions would 
begin to confirm the worst American fears. 

; But most diplomats here, nurtured on the 
, long-held theory that there must always be a 

■ balance in Laos, doubt that the North Viet* 
> namese will take any big risks. They may 
. simply stay guarding the approaches to the 

Plain and restock with supplies they lost to 
J Vang Pao last September. 

1 Of course, Pathet Lao and North Vietnam- 
ese activity will' go on in other parts of the 
t country, most of which is in their hands any- 
| way. The government controls the towns 

■ along the Mekong and often even the roads 
I which link them. In many ways It Is a classl- 


Mm» miviiii an ititaaijr niijrd it, ju a ) — — uv hii vuuhih - j Prince Souvanna Phouma will no doubt con- 

, cal Maoist situation with the Pathet Lao pros- tion that has infuriated the North Vietnamese tinue to call on the Great Powers, becoming 

i.elytizing in “ '' " 

v tion. 









VIENTIANE, Laos — Everyone in Vien- 
tiane, from the Russian ambassador to the 
mama-san of the legendary White Rose, 
knows what the Americans are doing here- 
arming, training, supplying, transporting and 
directing approximately 70,000 Laotian troops 
in a war which threatens to get out of hand. 


Nevertheless, U.S. officials here do things 
like allowing Gen. Vang Pao to declare 
recently, before a sizable contingent of vis- 
iting journalists, that his Meo forces fight 
with antiquated weapons, Inadequate commu- 
nications and inconsequential American sup- 
port. 

As he was speaking, American F-4 Phan- 
tom jets roared overhead, several American 
observation planes were parked nearby and 
three cargo-laden American transport' planes 
landed in quick succession at his official Sam 
Thong base. 


After denying he even received indirect 
■U.S. military .support, Vang Pao calmly 
climbed into an unmarked American hclicop- 
i ter, guarded by Laotian troops carrying 
! American-made M-16 automatic rifles, and 
1 was flown back to his secret Long Cheng 
! headquarters by a three-man American crew. 


Vang Pao and official verbiage notwith- 
standing, American involvement in the Lao- 
tian conflict takes the following principal 
brrns: in addition to 75 military advisers list- 
ed as embassy "attaches,” about 300 men are 
'employed in a variety of clandestine military 
activities supervised by .the Central In- 
telligence Agency. Although technically civil- 
ians, many CIA agents, in Laos are former 
Special Forces soldiers recruited because of 
1 military expertise and Vietnam experience. 


THESE EX-GREEN BERETS train govern- 
ment troops, assist wide-range reconnais- 
; sance teams and plan guerrilla and psy- 
chological warfare operations. They wear , 
combat fatigues and work out of three main 
camps, where they administer rigorous train-. ; 
. ing in jungle warfare, guerrilla tactics, com*': 
’ munications handling and weaponry. ^ ‘ 


The CIA also maintains and largely controls 
Vang Pao’s army of approximately 15,000 full- 
-time troops. 

Official instructions to the contrary, CIA 
personnel occasionally accompany these 
forces on combat forays. More than 20 agents 
have been killed in Laos. 


''Perhaps, but whdt happens when' a littl* 
war threatens to escalate into a huge ugly one 


"These guys are tigers,” says an American 
personally acquainted with many CIA agents 
in Laos. "They’re tough, intelligent guys who 
know how to handle themselves. They’re not 
afraid to mix it up out’ln the jungle.” 

The American is a civilian engineer who 
^befriended many agents while helping to build;'’' 
airstrips on several of their remote outposts. , ■ 
“ fhey came to Laos because they were fed 
up with having their hands tied in Vietnam,” * 
be says. "Here they’re doing tilings the way 
they want to and getting better pay for it as 1 


like Vietnam? 

"A top embassy official in Vientiane argues: 
"There is no chance of turning this into anot/i- 
,'ter Vietnam. We know the mistakes made in 
'Vietnam and we have no intention of repent- 
ling- them. Hanoi understands our position 
here. We seek no wider war.” 

/ Pogs.lt soun d familiar? • j 


k 


; Well.” 


The CIA mission chief in Laos is Lawrence J 
Devlin, listed as a “political officer” in the! 
U.S. Embassy. Unlike most political officers, | 
however, Devlin flatly refuses to sec report- 1 
.ers, ;* 


CARGO AND MILITARY supplies - as* 
Well as personnel are ferried throughout] 
Laos' by Air America and Continental Air Ser-1 
vices, private charter firms under contract to| 
the U.S. government., They arc butter known * 
as the “CIA Airlines,” and most of their pilots ■ 


are ex- Air Force officers 
Another form of American 


air service in * 
Laos constitutes the most , direct U.S. in-] 
volvement in the fighting. Under the euphe--, 
, mism of "armed reconnaissance flights,” j 

Thailand-based American jets and bombers! 
have mounted aerial bombardments equal to 
the pounding taken by North Vietnam prior to 
the bombing hall: in 1968. ‘ 
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U.S. OFFICIALS here stress that American, 
money and manpower expenditures in Laos' 
are minuscule compared to those in Vietnam.,' 
Washington is spending about $30 billion In] 
Vietnam and hus lost almost 40,000 service-: 
men there. Less than 200 U.S. personnel «-i,' 
jnostly airmen — have been killed In. Laos. 

J A small conflict fought by volunteers may] 
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TT IS difficult to be optimistic about President 
Nixon’s appeal to Britain and the Soviet 
Union for help iri dealing with the situation 
in Laos. 

The two nations arc cochairmen of the 1362 
. Geneva accord, guaranteeing Laotian neutrality. 
But that accord has been repeatedly abridged 
by a number of parties, including the United 
States; and it does not stir any deep reverence 
in Southeast Asia. 

Britain has no appreciable influence either in 
Vientiane or Hanoi; and though the Soviet 
Union has influence in Hanoi, it is unlikely to 
exercise it in a way that will be helpful to the 
American position. 

, ^e best hope for a stabilization of the situa- 
tion in Laos lies, not in Anglo-Soviet interven- 
tion, _ but _ in the restraint which Hanoi might 
consider it in its own interests to exercise. 

There is little doubt that Communist troops 
could push on, if Hanoi wanted them to, beyond 
the Plaine des Jarres to the royal capital of 
Luang Prabang or the administrative capital 
of Vientiane. 

But there would be no advantage for the 
Communists in seizing those cities and toppling 
the neutralist government of Souvanna Phou- 
ma; and the disadvantages would be numerous. 
Apart from the lengthened supply and com- 
munication lines and the danger of attack from 
Thailand, the move into western Laos would 
be unpopular in Southeast Asia and would 
lose Hanoi some friends. 

The Communists, in any case, have never 
pushed much beyond the Plaine des Jarres 
before, and they may decide to stay put now. 
Their course of action, in any case, is not 


likely to be altered by action from London o- ; 
Moscow. 

President Nixon’s statement on the Laotian 
situation was, on the whole, unsatisfying. It 
contained a number of assertions which were 
correct in themselves but which gave a mis- 
leading rather than an accurate picture of the 
situation. 

_ The President acknowledged for the first 
time that the United States has been flyin r -‘ 
combat support missions in Laos. But he made 
no mention of the special army of Meo tribes- 
men, which has been organized, paid, supplied, 
guided and masterminded by the United States 
through its Ce ntro. 1 Inte lligence Agency. 

It was that army, with" transportation and 
combat support from U. S. planes, which seized 
the Plaine des Jares from the Communists late 
last summer, at a time when the United States 
was saying very little about the Geneva agree- 
ment and the principle of neutrality. 

r T" I o report on Laos without describing the 
costly and extensive efforts of the CIA in 
that country is to leave out the largest part of 
the story. 

It is also small comfort for the President' 
to report that “no American stationed in Laos 
has ever been killed in ground combat opera- 
tions when there have been nearly 400 casual- 
ties m the air war and 400 planes have been 
lost. 

We are pleased to have the President sav" 
that he. is not planning any escalation of the? 
war in Laos. We' would be even more pleased! 
it he would announce a deescalation, both in-! 
our official and unofficial activities in that! 
country. j 


Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700050001-2 



LOS ahgelas XI MSS STATINTL 

Approved For Release 2001 /03/0^CIA-RDP80-01 601 RO 


TO? SECRET CASUALTY 


"le- 

ss 


U.S. 


n n 

• • 4 rl'n 

f, 




MV 

i 

BY 


Officer. Was Ki 

:*iu id 


Kin Laos 


DON. A SCIIANC11E 

, . o *M®> *-o» A»»«lo» Tlm*» 

Capt. Joseph Bush, an American 
. Army adviser to the Royal Army of 
Laos, was killed by North Vlctna- 
. mese soldiers in ground combat at 
Muong Soui, on the western edge of 
the Plain of Jars, on Feb. 11, ,1969; 

.Before he was almost cut in half by. 
enemy automatic weapons fire/. 

; Bush, a light-haired, crew-cut infan- 
i try officer, killed one Communist 
'soldier. 

I was spending the 'night in a Lao ' 
refugee village about 30 miles south 
•of Muong Soui on the night Bush ' 

I died. Had I not been on hand early 
’the ■ next; .morning when Bush's 
‘ assistant, a Negro sergeant who was 
’called ".Smokes" was evacuated for 
‘ treatment of a bullet wound in the 
'•‘right shoulder, 1 would never have 
learned of the incident. ThcU.S, 

'Embassy in Vientiane Immediately 
•declared the captain’s brave death 

• top secret and has not confirmed it U 

;'to this day. ■ ' 

• President Nixon's statement that 

• "no American stationed in Laos has .;' 

‘.ever been killed in ground combat .-’ 

operations," therefore, is incorrect. ,' 

Bush's death was not the only . 

'.ground combat fatality' in Laos, A 

• half-dozen young Americans, work-, ‘ 

. ing for the U.S. Agency for Interna- / 

,'lional Development (USAID), and; 
-.International Voluntary Services, 

.' have been killed . in ambushes by ■ 

. Pathet Lao and North Vietnamese-' 1 
‘ soldiers since the Geneva accords of ! 

-.1962. One of them, Don Sjustrom of 

' Seattle, Wash., was shot in the head 
during a North Vietnamese raid on a 
Lap Army base called Nha Khang, '' 

; north of the ' Plain of Jar's, in 
: January, 196S. ! 

Sjustrom, carrying a loaded shot- 1 
'gun for protection, was cut down a3 * 
he tried to dash from the hut, in 
■ which *hc had been sleeping to a 
nearby radio shack to call for help, 

’ As a refugee relief worker for 
•USAID, he was not ‘technically a 
combatant, but he did die in com* 
ibat on the ground,' : . 


i' Don A. Sclumchc, a frcc-lanco 
"] writer who visits Laos frequently. 
Was living among the embattled Meo 
tribesmen there last winter, prepnr- 
ing his book, "Mister Pop: The Ad- 
| ventures of a Peaceful Man in a 
•j ,-Sniali War" which will be published 
'.by David McKay Co. on April 13. Ho 
.was formerly managing editor of tho 
; Saturday Evening Post, editor-in- 
• chief , of Holiday, military editor of 
Life, and an International News, 


Communist stronghold on, 
the plain. Another Amcri-.. 
can army captain was 
all ached to the Thai bulls-': 
lion, whose presence in" 
Laos also was top secret,' 
On Feb. 13, Bush and his ‘ : 
sergeant helped coordin-.-’ 
ate ground action involv-' 
ing Thai artillery, Amcri-' 
can air power and Lao 
infantrymen against a,;. 
Communist force that was "■ 
dug in on a road a few-; 
miles east of Muong Soui./ 
After the day’s action, the -; 
t.wo retired ; to their own ' 
barbed-wire compound at.- 
the Muong Soui military 
headquarters.- The- Thai -’ 
artillerymen -and their -ad- 
viser were bivouacked' on’ • 
a hill about ‘20 minutes’ - , 
walkaway. 

Lightly Guarded 
As the story was recon- 1 ; 
structcd the ’.next day by; • 
Sgt. "Smokes!' . .and . other. 


: Service war correspondent in Korea. _ 

■ A few days after the fatal military j survivors who included" 12- 
action recounted here, he was or r i U.S. Air Force radar tech- ' 
.tiered by the U.S. Embassy In Vien-lnicians and a USAID sup- 
• tianc to , leave the battle area, and ply specialist, named Bob ■ 
!, embassy officials refused on grounds Parshail, the fenced com- I 
of secrecy to discuss the affair o? to pound was only lightly* 
i acknowledge officially the death of 'guarded by four Lao soi- 
, 'Captain, Bush. . 


long 


(Cliors, It contained a 
y iiimntnum and wood hut 
- used by Bush and Smokes 
| ns (her living quarters and 
i ! radio center. Nearby was 
j 1 another, smaller alumin- 
limn hut occupied by Par- 
| shall, and near that an 
[‘Army squad tent had been 
. erected only the day be- 
fore to house the Air 
Force men. Immediately 
nitride of the compound 
Avas the thatch-covcred 
native house of the local 
military commander, a 
Lao colonel. ' 

The midnight attack was 
a smoothly executed com- 
mando raid by a force of 
from 30 to ‘10 North Vict- 
n ante sc soldiers armed 
with Soviet -made B-‘-o 
rockets and AK-47 auto- j 
malic rifles. The first tar- | 
get was the Lao colonel's • 


'Bush and the SO to 100 
i other U.S. Army men who 
' worked under the diplo- 
' malic. cover of "assistant 
military attaches" as unit 
l advisers to the Lao army, 

‘ were definitely engaged in 
I ground combat when I 
was in northeast Laos 
1 during much of the winter 
[of 1909. At the time, Ihe 
j Royal Lao Army and the 
i CIA - supported clandcs- 
' tine army of Meo tribes- 
i men under Maj. Gen. Vang 
! Pan. had suffered severe 
j-fidbaeks throughout the 
1 northeast povine.es of Sam 
; Ne.ua ami Xicng Kiiouang. 

[They were engaged in 
! light holding actions, with 

• the support of U.S. Air 

i Force and Navy fighter- ^ , 

* .bombers, at mountain ba- ^ house, which collapsed in ; 
ses surrounding the fj ames a ( lC r a North Viet- 1 

namese tossed a hand 
i‘ grenade into an open win- 


1 strategic plain. 

Thai Airlift 

At Muong Soui, where 
Eu-h was attached to a 
i’Lao army unit made up of 


dow. 

Infant Wounded 
The explosion left 


the 
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former neutralist soldiers; A colonel and his wife with ; 
a battalion of Royal Thai V.fle.sh wounds and ripped 1 
artillery had been .airlifted,.,’ away the entire left but- 
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WAR IN THE LAND, OF .UNANGRY MEjM 

. . ■ : T /£ hc Pentagon claims there are only 1,040 " 

I V* ^ — a. }.* lA'-H T TIN rroViM*nmn»if ^ _ * 


Since paining independence in 1053, Laos 
has nought only obscurity. A writer once 
called the gentle, friendly Laotians "the 
world's last unangry men." 

Unfortunately, the country was given a 
front-row, center seat in Southeast Asia: 

Laos borders China. North and South 
Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand and Burma. 

Despite international agreements signed in ... 

Geneva in 1054 and in 1062 which pro- 1 American advisers are all but, running the 
claimed its neutrality, Laos is now the site of Lqotiani forces.’ 


U 


U.S. government employes living in Laos, 
and asserts that none are military personnel 
, Wi ny othcrs commute (from Thailand) 
and CIA men and former Green Berets have 
been seen in action advising Laotian 
commanders. Sen. Robert C. Byrd (D-W. % 
va.) recently said he had heard reports "that" 


a war involving the United States and North 
Vietnam. 

5Vho is violating the Geneva accords, ’ 
North Vietnam or the United States? The 
answer, most observers agree, is both— I 
although both deny it. [ 

The Geneva accord of 1962 was signed by 
14 countries, including the United States 
and North Vietnam. (The United States did 
not sign the 1954 agreement.) 

The treaty stipulated the terms under 
which the three-member International Con- 
trol Commission (Canada, India and Poland) : 
would enforce and observe the withdrawal 
of "foreign military personnel" from Laos. 

The United States pulled out its advisers 
•before the October, 1962, deadline. Mora ' 
than a month later, the ICC reported that 
•.only 40 North Vietnamese troops had filed 
'past its checkpoint. Others slipped out 
secretly. But in all, an estimated 10,000 were 
left behind, a clear violation. 

The Geneva Agreement also established a 
tripartite government, representing factions 
' of tns right, left and center. Neutralist 
.Prince Sou van n a Phouma headed the 
government. 

Within two years, It fell apart when the 
four left-wing Pathet Lao representatives 
withdrew. Soon, the Pathet Lao guerrillas, 
backed by North Vietnamese troops, at- 
tacked government-held positions. 

The Pathet Laos were experienced fight- 
ers, having battled right-wing Laotian forces 
, (financed by the United States) throughout 
the late 1950s. The Geneva Agreement of 
1962, Bernard Fall wrote, "left Laos as 
divided as ever .... but with tho key 
difference that the pro-Communist Laotian 
forces were-20 times larger and much better 
trained and equipped than in' 1959." 

The rebels soon captured the Plain of Jars 
and threatened to cut off the administrative 
capital of Vientiane from the royal capital of 
Lubang Prabang. 

In the spring of 1964, a State Department 
bulletin says, Souvanna requested "addition- 
al U.S. military assistance," and "the United 
Slates continued within the framework of 
the Geneva Agreement to supply military 
equipment and supplies . . . and reconnais- 
sance flights." 

But there was more. U.S. advisers were 
/ sent into Laos. The Central Intelligence 
Agency financed the establishment of a 
mercenary army of Mco tribesmen and set 
up headquarters in Long Cheng. . 


News ^'pfcnTien who slipped in unnoticed ! 
to the ClA' base at Long Cheng reported ' 
seeing armed Americans in civilian clothes. 

• Even if the United States has no combat 
.'troops in Laos, the presence of these 
. advisers is a violation, since the accord • 
•specifies that the ban on "foreign military . 
personnel," Includes "members of foreign i 
military missions, foreign military advisers (> 
’• technicians, observers . . . and foreign’ 
civilians." 

The U.S. bombing raids are also a 
violation. They have two functions: In' 

' • ’ lorn Laos, to hinder Infiltration by 

. ■ • .<i Vietnam into South Vietnam, and in 
northeastern Laos, to aid Laotian troops.. 
North Vietnam now has 67,000 troops in the ' 
country, according to the Pentagon, and has ; 
taken over most of the fighting from the- 
Pathet Laos. \ ' ■ ; 

. For years, the United States would not' 
admit that it was bombing inside Laos. In 
December, President Nixon admitted that; 
the IIo Chi Minh trail in Laos was being hit, ; 
but only, he said, to strengthen the position* 

„ of U.S. troops in South Vietnam. 

The United States justifies its aid on the 
grounds that Premier Souvanna requested 
the help. Souvanna, himself, said last week 
that U.S. assistance was not a violation 
because the North Vietnamese troops en- 
tered the country first | 

Two wrongs have not made a right in Laos, 
ut they have helped make a war. ■ • : 

L' ; *•»' L„. . V— STEVE HARVEY' 
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Nixon 
[Tries 
: Diplomacy 
On Laos - 


Vietnamese promised little. The 
. Soviet Union, while not encour- 
aging Hanoi in Laos, has been 
reluctant to oppose operations 
there because Hanoi would turn 
i to the Chinese for help. The 
Russians arc anxious not to sce ; 
an expansion of Chinese influ- 
i’ entic, either in North Vietnam or 
; in Laos. ./ 

■ The President’s statement wasj 
ian effort to divert the steady 
'criticism that has peppero, the 
Administration from Capitol Hill. 
It tried to put the onus for the 


.'present offensive was madeVj 
’ many months ago. X 

Sources with access to intelli- j 
; gcnce estimates now believe that j 
! the North Vietnamese thought^ 
they could move with impunity.,'' 
{(They saw the United States try-; § 
£ing to disengage in Vietnam. 

[ Moreover, they were lulled by./ 

! five years of desultory resistance j 
■'.from Laotian Government forces. ! 

J No Negotiations * 

Sources aware of policy deci- 1 
i eions here said that the Adminis- y j 
tration could see no possibility of ; 



WASHINGTON — The North present tension in Laos on the / negotiating with Hanoi on Viet- '; 


• Vietnamese arid their Pathet Lao North Vietnamese, 

• allies produced the first impor- In a largely historical review 
'/tant. (indication last week that of the American Involvement 
■ their, offensive in Laos is intend- there, the President disclosed 
'-edTo force the United States- little that had not been known 

Tito political concessions there— 'before. The American objective 
land perhaps in Vietnam. From ! in the landlocked country, the 
{ Hanoi, the Pathet Lao informa- president said, was to "save 
'tion bureau issued a five-point ; American and allied lives in 
t- statement Friday demanding, in | North Vietnam which are threat- 
i essence, that the United States ened by the continual infiltration 
i withdraw from Laos completely 0 f North Vietnamese troops and 
i and that a new coalition govern- ‘supplies along the Ho Chi Minh' 
j ment be established under Pathet trail.” 

Lao domination. j He stressed the search fer 

, V The Pathet Lao proposal was ; pi ace throughout Indochina but 
! similar to those that have been J nowhere did ho contend that 
hu Wnrmt an A viAtrm, a"' Laos Itself is vital to United 

States national interests. 

Among the notable omissions 


! made by Hanoi and the Vietcong 
in the conflict in Vietnam — and 
'that the United States has found 


nam if the North Vietnamese to 
tally broke the Geneva accords in j 
Laos. The United States, they ,; 
said, could also not permit Laos S 
to become a safe haven for North 
Vietnamese operations In Viet- \ 
nam or Infiltration into Thailand, > 
Hence, the clandestine army of| 
General Vang Pao, which is fi-^j 
nariced by the C.I.A., was Jn-1 
structed to blunt the North Viet-| 
namese offensive, but not to go * 
beyond the five-year pattern of;1 
seasonal offensives. 1 j 

General Van Pao, the former* 
French army sergeant, caught the ; 
North Vietnamese off guard. See-;, 
ing a chance to break the back 


tion would do if it found the; 
diplomatic channel to resolve! 
the conflict closed, 


of the North Vietnamese, and en 
.... . — « , , -- . . ., , . ... couraged by his C.I.A. advisers,' 

(unacceptable. But in Laos, Wash- I from the President s statement < he struck out westward across 
‘ington’s bargaining position is j was a full explanation of r how^ ^ piainc of Jarres with the sup- 
markcdly weaker. Congressional tbe present confrontation with; of American air transport 
opposition to deeper American \ the North Vietnamese camej 
involvement in Laos, and pledges--' about or wbat the Admimstra- 
:by the Administration that the 
United States will not commit 
itself to a w 1 ’er war in Souths 
east Asia, lim.t President Nixon’s , 
room for maneuver. , 

] At almost the same time that . 

the Pathet Lao spoke up in Ha- v ^ North Vietnamese on one -,"■«***“—■ ».■—• ■.“** 

noi, President Nixon issued a £ ^ e and on the other by the - P* ain and route the clandestine ! 


bombing. 

ITie general, an aggressive Meo | 
Mountaineer and not a passive! 
Lao flatlander, overextended his ^ 


X.T" . . i, C f forces but wanted to hang on. to! 

ibis conquered territoiy. That’s ' 
week, | where h( , miscalcula ( ed> The j 

North' Vietnamese, however, ! 
* . massed their forces to retake the 1 


yoked through miscalculations! 


3,000 word statement on Laos ' armv Ma | Gen. arm y- r nat orougntxne cecision, 

from Key Biscayne, Ha. That ; PaS aiShte American, ad- ^er some delay, to bring In the 
statement, jn the view of Wash* , ®. . r „ n . ra i Intelli-v/ American B-52 bombers in an at- J 

ington observers, was primarily Central IntClU tempt to slow .the North Viet- 

an effort by the Administration I J 3 . ... •' namese ground advance. -j 

to retrieve something from the ' The . ... The result, authoritative sources ! 

(military and political reverses No th ^ ,! ; here said , was t0 put the North 1 ? 

'it has suffered in Laos-and thri their farces in Uos to 67,000 vjetnamese / omincnt posi .j 

political losses it has sustained ™tfv in mam!- 1 tion to overrun all of Laos at ’ 

;at home-over the last few will. The official newspaper in 


army. That brought the decision, ‘ 


weeks. 

[ Mr. Nixon revealed a new dip* 
jlomatlc effort to stabilize the 
'situation through appeals to the I . 
> Soviet Union and Britain, co- 1 
I chairmen of the Geneva Confer- 


force divisions, have been better;. «... . .. i 

equipped and better Armed with l ^noi called the sweep of the, 
tanks and heavy artillery — and [j 1 P Iai ” e °* Ja " ea ® bnll iant vic*j 
Mivc been backed by more 


propaganda— than In ’ t unified Laos and the overthrow* 


li of "the clique of traitors,” mean*; 

. . . ing the Government of Premier 

vcnce of 1962 that agreed to the; , Last spring, WC I ^” n v ‘ ei -1 ’ SouvAnna. Phouma. ( - - . -j 

; accords providing for peace, npu* ..-iMunese / arthc ^.°- ro ?f 

' trality, and independence for ,tbe Plalne des jarres than ih 

+ _ * * i nrntrtniia fyffpnsivftfl. le&dlnz &U* 


•earlier campaigns. 

Last spring, the North Viet* 


■Laos. 


previous offensives, leading au- T 
tiioritiative source? bore to con- ^ 


On past experience, asking the " ” i 

L*ussian?.X ffflgda the Nortbi vtbe^ 


H 




! i 


, / 


1 I 

1! 

i j 


*■ .i 


' v' l I.V* 1 ’ 

w* 
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press warned yesterday that 
U. S, air raids in Laos "are 
feeding the flames of war in 
Southeast Asia.” 

There was no Moscow re- 




.Diplomatic sources in London 
a whole army" ofi^id yesterday that Wilson was 


icy “keeps _ 

Pentagon and CIA adviser^) 
there in violation of the Ge- 
neva agreements.” 

"Since there is no end in 


^studying 

weekend. 


the- letter over “ the 


sponse to President Nixon’s 
plea for Russian help in scal- 
ing down the fighting. 

An article in the weekly news- 
paper of the Soviet Journalists 
Union, Life Abroad, derided 
Defense Secretary Melvin R. 
Laird for reportedly saying that 
U. S. air operations in Laos 
were necessary because ofl 
Laos* proximity to North and 
South Vietnam. 

It said Laird "thus wants one 
crime directed against peace 
and security to justify others.” 
Expansion Charged 

.“Facts show that Washing- 
to ’s present course in south- 
east Asia as well as in the Far 
East and the Pacific is aimed 
at extending U. S. expansion in 
key, locations of this wide re- 
gion,” the Moscow newspaper 
said. ■ . .. .... ; - :> 

It charged that the United 
States was “seeking to stran- 
gle the patriotic forces in 


sight to the Vietnam war, 
American military may turn the 
entire Southeast Asia region 
into an area of aggression,” 
the newspaper said. 

Pravda Plays Up Dissent 
Pjavda, the official news- 
paper of the Soviet Communist 
Party, gave prominent display 
to’ Washington reports citing 
criticism of U. S. moves in Laos 
by Sens. George McGovern (D- 
SD) and J. William Fulbright 
(D-Ark). v 

The Sovet- Union has special 
diplomatic, responsibility and 
authority in Laos in its capacity 
as co-chairman, with Britain, 
of the 1962 Geneva Conference 
which sought 'to establish Laos 
as a neutral state. j 

In his policy statement Friday 
President Nixon said he had! 
asked both British Prime Min- 
ister Harold Wilson and Soviet 
Premie’r Alexei N. Kosygin to 
open diplomatic channels aim- 
ed at ending the war in Laos. 
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I Laos And Victaams;,ffe^ '-i 


achieve a settlement of the war in Vietnam. 
And' it has fatted, to. 'achieve - a settlement, not 
because of Hanoi , intransigence as we are con- 
stantly being told, but basically becausfl the 
Administration' has 1 'not tried for' a settlement 
on any., realistic terms." 

" ■ For many months- now; the signals have been 


•flying to indicate that Hanoi and the'NLT?.' would 


2 real issue is broader than that. The*. 4bq ; receptive . to' -aJjargain which '-set ' up a. terr.- ■ 
is why we should be in Laos at ally.;- pdrar^' coalition 1 government not/ control led by 

and w hi c hi; maintained the / 


The statement on Laos President Nixon was 
forced by congressional pressure to issue was 
aimed at calming fears that while ostensibly 
winding., down the war in Vietnam wo may he 
sliding into an equally evil war in Laos.' Re- 
gardless of Mr. Nixon's assurance that ho 
ground troops will be sent into Laos — some- 
thing that was said about Vietnam, too, at one 
time — tire 
question 

Clearly Americans, don’t want ground troops tin 'Communists; 
sent. in. Rut. why should they tolerate a policy; .'.separation between. Vouth and , North •Vietnam , 
j which allows the CIA to run a secret war witlV-;. for "at; least ;teh; years, until the .people them- 5 
j mercenary droops, which' calls upon U.S. bomb- Reiver; by election, decided what to ,do about it. ' 
ers to fly as many missions as were once flown ’ ' This would be Ja reasonable compromise and 
against. North Vietnam, which enlists air pow- '""’.one, ^yhi.c’h, attained 'our announced goal oil. self- 
! or from Navy carriers, which depends upon ' "determination', .but;, the \T;Iixort; : Adhjtaj.:'d.-/ntion'-| 
American :• ilitary “advisers” (just like the nd- *’ will not 'oven' discuss it. Instead;, “the Paris talks I 
risers who preceded combat troops into Viet*' '•’Jbavb '.J?ocn . consistently! .depreciate;} /and-. solo.: 
nam) whether in or out of uniform.? If it is an ; rnHancrri for .winding down the .war has been } 
mistake to commit combat troops to Laos,- it L reposed an yietnamizntion program ’which'hn ! 
is also a mistake to commit all the so, other s</;bpu£d to .mean maintaining thd Amerlc v&pres- ; 
military resources, and it should be the goal;.* prtc$- for' 'years to come,, if not 'forever.' 

! of American policy to liquidate the compiiV, ‘j . In. .the. 1932; .Geneva, agreements .'on 'Kaon,:! 
jnient as rapidly as possible. President ’Kennedy properly accepted noutreli- < 

I The reason this has not been done' is. that , ,;.zatipn,,, aq\.a,' jjyopoiy goal of -American^ policy j 
| the war in Laos is indissolubly linked tp ' theU^-tberc*' The'.' tP"32.. agreements did', not • stick be- j 
; war in Vietnam, by geography if by nothing cause • we did not go ’further and. acc >.pt- neu- * 

| else. To end our involvement in Laos it 1s ; nec- . trahzatibn ;as"the ^oper objective; in. Vietnam; ■ 

; essary to end our involvement in Vietnam, and^'insfea.d^typ.^Ala^d the war,. 'and. made the j 
the simple truth is that , a decision to do. tbig continued' ,iin’plvome.nt, of Laos' in .the war in- I 
has never been made by the Nixon Adminis- evitable., , Mr. NixonV appeal; ;tori Russia and 1 
! tration. • . .', i. Britain to help restore peace in Laos is rather 

;• On the contrary, tho Administration’s policy fatuous; neither tho Russians nor the British 
1 of Victnamization is intended to achievo the-; • have troops 'fighting in Southeast ' Asia. The 
| same goals— that is,. the. military defeat of the ''''Americans 'should'' 'first' get out of Vietnam to 
! Viet Cong and the imposition of the Thieu-Ky ^ make," such an' appbal credible. A •'. 

| government on tho people of South Vietnam*', ,Tpfl?y, there can bp no, .doubt that, the Amcri- 
— that wc sought to achieve by direct engage,,' ' . .gan'pepplo would support neutralization as the i 
.jfment in warfare. Not until our policy-makers o objective , in. Vietnam. If the .Nixon Admihis- 
t adopt different goals can a genuine disengage- ^'tration’would 'support it, instead of demanding 
rnent ho expected, 

' war is ended can 
- What is going -on 

f reflection of the ■ Administration’s failure ;jtOA-;*ply.^isappear.^;;* -vr >; . . ; ' ,j 
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By RIC1IAUD DUDMAN 

t . Cliicf W'ndiiiiRton Correspondent 
|' of tiic Post-Dispatch 

i : WASHINGTON, March 7 ..j’ 

V AFTER YEARS of explaining 1 ". 
1 that Laos is unimportant, the 
United States Government has 1 


•1 

t * 

i 


\ i, I e T said > who 8U PP°« a truly •;t he line is that Laos js linportant because- 

if neutra Laos wil1 * lave t0 consicler their ' what’s going on there is integrally related 


I response.” 


<r 


In the standard mix of deference to al- 
lies, prudence about American involve- 
ment and assertion of American power, 
he said: 

"Our response will be made in close 
( co-operation with our allies and the wish- 
es of the Laotian government. We will not 

i| ,, . . .. „ , ■ d ( : .be provoked, trapped or drawn into this 

) happens there IS Vital to U.S. in* ( v.', or any other situation; but I know that 


"gone back to the line that what 


, r Jt 


terests. 
Ever since 


the Geneva Agreement of , . 
1062, which was intended to neutralize the ■ ’ 


Vj 1 every American will want his country to 
• honor its obligations to the point that 
freedom and security of the free world i , 


i;to the war in Vietnam. 

AS FOR prudence, the Administration ' 
line is that the U.S. involvement is a mod- ; 
est one and that it has been increased , 
only in response to escalation by the ’ 
Communist side. The use of B-52 heavy.’ 
bombers in the fighting for the Plain of : 
Jars is described as very limited and’ 
symbolic, as contrasted with the satura-, ; 
tion bombing of the Ho Chi Minh trail in i 
southern Laos. * 

A notable omission in what amounted to * 


c 


tiny landlocked country and put it under a • 
coalition government, Laos has lapsed,*, 
into the relative obscurity of a third-class ! 
trouble spot. fj j. 

Every year since then, the Communist 1/ 
side in the, endemic civil war has pressed * j 
forward toward the Mekong River, which 
divides Laos and Thailand, in a dry-sca-v 
son offensive that always could have tnk-^ 
e/i over the whole country but never did. , 
Every year, in the wet summer months, i 
the Royal Lao Army and an auxiliary 
army of mercenaries o p e r a t e d by the J 
£ Central Intelligence Agency have pushed ) 
t; the CojniTjunistfefres bMlTtoward China ., 

* and North Vietnam. These government of-.;, 
i! f e n s i v e s, likewise, usually could have .i 
,-Tgone farther than they did. } 

Casualties have been few in this' per- l 
’ ennial tidal movement across the jungles ) 
and plains of the Laotian Piedmont -Each ’ 

\ side faded back before the other’s offen* 


and ourselves may be achieved. 

This time around, Government officials 
all over town are busy briefing members' 

•of Congress and reporters once more on 
the importance of. Laos. 

PRESIDENT R i c h a r d M. Nixon put 
some of their interpretation on the public 
record in a statement yesterday from the 
Florida White House and admitted for the 
first time that U.S. support forces have, 
been flying combat support missions in 
northern Laos. ’ ; 

I He added a note of diplomatic drama j who had been trans fe rr ed temporarily to 
•i ^ appealing publicly to the British and' ;the CIA as civi i ian cor)tract employes. : 
Soviet cochairmen of the 1962 Geneva ! Mr. Nixon’s assertion ‘that he has no in- 
Conference to help restore the agreement ;! tention of put ting U.S. ground forces in 
on Laotian neutrality. , , 'Laos echoed what other officials had been’ 

Privately, the official word already had laying for a week to reassure anxious 
been that the enemy advance in Laos pre- Senators. Actually, the sending of U.S., 
sented "a very tough situation." And a 5 ground combat troops_ to either Laos or" 
high Administration official had told Sen- jThailand is prohibited'by an amendment' 


la presidential white paper on Laos was i 
jany mention of the number of American . 
Imilitary men assigned to the war there, . 
but based across the Mekong in Thailand. * 
News dispatches from Laos suggest that ' 
there is an clement of subterfuge in the I 
repeated denials by the President that: 
there are no U.S. combat ground troops, 
in the country. Three reporters who 
walked about 10 miles to the secret U.S. 
base at Long Cheng last week reported' 
that American military advisers and train-: 
ers there were mostly former Green Berets; 


sives. Neither waited for the other side’s * / ator J - William Fulbright (Dem.), Arkan- jto the Military Appropriations Act, which 
troops to get close enough to see the I sas, chairman of the Senate Foreign Rela- jwas adopted overwhelmingly and which) 

,• Itlons Committee, that the situation in i Mr. Nixon said later he approved. 


Laos now was more serious than that in 
Vietnam. 

The .consistent key of this orchestration - 

1 ‘ ... 


IF THE Communist offensive has run; 
its course, the crisis is over. If it contin- , 
was one of prudent concern, with empha- ■■ : ucs > Administration’s view is that the , 
sis on prudence. ' enemy objective niay be to open a new i 

Concern over the importance of the ““‘““I 

sis was expressed in a peculiarly round- j ,ln A c f S 

about way. Government officials no longer 
want to talk about Vietnam as being im- 


i, An additional possibility, officials say,; 
! is that Hanoi seeks to blackjack the Lao- 


r. 

\ / 


£ whites of their eyes 

1 A nineteenth century - gag about Vienna 
« was reapplied to Laos: “The situation is 
hopeless, but it’s not serious." 

T; ; THE LAST TIME Laos was elevated to 
r , a first-class trouble spot was in 1961 when ■' j 
( it was the first international crisis to con- J 1 
front the late President John F. Kennedy. 

• Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower had discussed 1 ,u mui «uuui ticuibiu m ucm^ mr . •,. , _ . , i 

V Laos at length and in grave terms in their 1 portant, because the announced plan is to ; * an E ovcrnmei ’t lr ^° JJ' S ' .,1^ 

. preinaugural talk. • ,j I J withdraw gradually. - Certainly, no one ^ attack ® on , th * H f £ hl Minh trail. The 

i Barely a month after taking office, Mr. ' , I wants to call Laoe important in itself. But j Pentagon insists that these raids are ex- 1 
f Kennedy stood before three maps at o V ' ' ’! <*.*, , J trcmc| y ef^c« v e. although the infiltration, 

B . press conference on March 23, 1961, and ! on i men and ^supplies continues. , 

! pointed out how the Red tide had flooded * ! .Still anothcr possible enemy objective - 

i. across much of the country. . ■ acknowledged by Administratis oiOcials 

t President Kennedy callcd for an end of ^'^•.•yfapa^newsurge of antiwar sentK 

"the present armed attacks by external^ 

[ ly supported Communists." II they did hot; 
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ernment, however high or ex- . 
alted their positions, have tac 
strngth of character to admit 
puhiicly, ”1 goofed.” 

The result is almost always 
a coverup of their wrong deci- 
sions and a denial of access to 
information revealing the 
truth. 

' Their refusal to tell the 
truth is generally rationalised 
on the grounds of "national- 

security.” . .. 

It is possible that the 
American public has learned -r*\ 
more about the war in Southeast 
Asia from the press and TV . ^ 
than from all the agencies or 
government combined. 

For example, what has the 
Government told the people 
'about the war in Laps? Very 
little, except that we have 
committed no ground troops 
there. 

From the press, however, we 
learn that TJ.S. advisers are 
'running the Laotian, army* UeS# 
helicopters are ferrying Lao-, 1 
tian troops. TJ.S. planes are 
providing air support for the . 
Royal Laotian army which is 
fighting the Communists. U.S. 
bombers from Thailand and 
Okinawa are bombing the Ho Chi 
Minh Trail in Laos day after ■ 
day. The TJ.S. Air Force has ' . 
lost more than 100 flyers over'?.' 
Laos. The TJ.S. is paying the ; 
salaries of thousands of mer- 
. cenaries fighting far. us. in*- 1 JL t 


■Mi 


Laos. The UTS. is spending 
countless millions year after ,/j 
year to prevent the Pathet Lao,.j 
the Communist guerrilla move- 
ment, from winning in Laos. The 
involvement of our CIA in Laos 
1 b deep, wide, and intense. • .--i 
In 1960 the late President 
Kennedy Baid of Laos that we 
should stay out, that it is 
,”the wrong war at the wrong 



i *. f-ti. 
V'-Wj 

' '“'?[?• f 1 
- I *.'i5 




- v.^: place and at the wrong time." 

TimeB have changed, and per- 
haps our intervention in Laos 
1 is necessary to protect our 
'-'..western flank in Vietnam. \ 

f-l-f' If that is the case, cer- | 
; V‘ tainly the war-paying public, 
i ' -' despite the protests of the 
‘'•,,’TJ.S. State Department, should 
- he told at least Borne truth of 
the American fighting role in ? 
■ ’1:- Laos. What it is, how much it 
costs, what is happening 'there. 

^ - ' J. iJ'.f .'*. ' V * i 


• ' { 


Xy': t '. who put us' in,I*o s ,why, and - 


« i: 

•«>. 

• ■ 


l W : 


«V‘ 
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By Stanley Karnoiv 

WMhlnt ton Pont Foreign Service 

ONG KONG — Historians striving 


charter from Air America and Conti- , 
nentnl Air Services. ' 

The United States has also denied 

to 'understand" America" cen turies n ^, financr * Thai troops, 

who handle artillery, communications 

and other assignments for which Lao* 
tlnn soldiers lack the skill, as well as 
Philippine and Chinese Nationalist 
technicians. 

Shrouded In secrecy as well for a 
long time were the U.S. bombings of 


[hence may well be baffled by a nation 
[that was able to land men on the moon 
!\yiih pinpoint precision yet could stum- 
Jble myopically Into a situation as ob- 
Jscure as the latest crisis in Laos. 

'The untidy tale of U.S. involvement 


db Laos over the past 15 years has been ; Communist infiltration routes along 
< story of illusory objectives and the Ho Chi Mlnh Trail in the Laotian 
[topsy-turvy tactics that should really panhandle, even though these .“armed 


•be described in novel form to be be- 
lievable. The origin of this commitment 
[was the attempt by the Eisenhower 
[administration to transform a delight- 
ifjilly primitive country into an “anti- 
[Communist bastion.” 

»*The purpose was to set up a buffer 
[between Red China and Thailand, the 
^c.eystone of the U.S. defense system 
in Southeast Asia, but it failed to rec* 


reconnaissance flights,” as they were - ’ 
, euphemistically termed, exceeded In in- 
tensity the American air raids - on ; 
North Vietnam that were halted in 
late 1968. 

Within recent weeks, a new dimen- 
sion in dissimulation has been reached 
In the Nixon administration’s insist- • 
ence, in the face of reliable evidence, . 


over the entire country is that they 
have refrained from moving against 
) Thakhck, Faksane and Attopeu, south* 

" ern towns they could capture with 
ease. 

In a statement on Friday, morever, 
they issued a five-point proposal 
clearly indicating that their objective 
is a political rather than a military 
solution to the Laotian problem — 
based, of course, on their own terms. 

A Medieval Anachronism (j 
HE TEMPTATION to believe al- 
most anything about Laos is 
comprehensible, since the little king- 
dom has remained a fairyland despite 
external pressures to bring it into the 
20th century. Its population of about 
three million is composed of valley 
Laotians ethnically akin to the Thais 
and a crazy quilt of mountain tribes 
like the Meos, Yaos and Lolos. Until 
a generation ago, when a French 
Official penciled In US national bor- 
ders, the country was divided Into 


— , --- that B-52s are not being employed to,, 

Jignlze that Laos, still slumbering In , support the Mcos, who aro fighting 
•medieval happiness, was unprepared "unsuccessfully to defend the Plain of 

S' 6 ! n the . As » of Vientiane, the ^ TZJTEtiSL 

.consequence, its pristine society was capital. . ” ’ . , . T 

[disrupted. . - -f Though the rfianccs are probably- '* The , * rt of p ° itlcs J n Laos, there*. 

OtWnvo* mith Ui» KMlallnn n/ tli« ■ demote that Laos will turn Into " : ° /tliv Plw .!« r at 

“another Vietnam,” as Sen. J. W. Ful- ttnd «« omm <> dati ° ns between regional 

bright and other administration critics 
predict, President Nixon is now con- 
fronted by two challenges that have 


^-Moreover, with the escalation of the 
•Conflict in neighboring Vietnam, Laos 
irecame an adjacent battlefield— with 
jj>ne significant difference. The differ* 
^Jice was that while the United States '• 
Svas openly engaged In Vietnam, suc- 
cessive administrations In Washington 
jiCrenuousIy sought to camouflage U.S. 
inilitary activities in Laos. 


clans and Interlocking families, and. 
the notion of ideology is as alien as a' 
railroad train. The Prime Minister, , 

mimca Dy iwo cnaiiengcs mat nave - 

Britnn mi 4 - it,, t i. i «■> . bouvflniiii Pnouind. is wic hfllf’orotncr 

arisen out of the Laotian mess. First, * r , 1 

• of the Communist Pathet Lao leader. 

Prince Souphanouvong, and both are 




if he determines that Prince Souvanna 
Phouma’s government is threatened 
\ by the present Communist offensive, 
the President may feel obliged to un- 
dertake some kind of action to pre* 

npHE IDEA BEHIND this fiction has '; !erve th c status 9 u 0 H is optlons ap . 

• i . * , m . .u .i. P ear ®o be limited, however. 

been to conceal the fact that the Qn thc Qne handt he cannot easlly 

enlist Soviet assistance in persuading 
Hanoi to exercise restraint, since the 
North Vietnamese regularly blackmail 
the Kremlin by leaning toward Peking 
whenever Russian advice displeases 

[knowledge. An estimated 50,000 North •. men adng pose-as President Kennedy' ba anc ^ 0 power 
[Vietnamese troops comprise the main dld when , he sent us Marines lnt0 " In the late 1941 

[Communist force in the country, and,. northern Thailand In early 1961— wWh- 
tlbere are three or four Red Chinese \ f ou t appearing to contradict his own 
.battalions In northern Laos to protect doctrine of adopting a lower silhouette 

in world affears. 

His best move for the moment, 
therefore, may be simply to watch and 
wait and hope that the Communists 
Intend to push no further than to 
occupy areas of Laos that they pre- 

rnms** " 


A Mutual Fiction 

SHE IDEA BEHIND this fiction has 
been to conceal the fact that the 
Americans have been as guilty as the 
Communists of violating the 1962 Gen- 
eva agreement which guaranteed Lao- 
Sian neutrality. That Hanoi never with- 
[drew Its legions from Laos after sign- 
ing the Geneva accord is common 


(coolies building roads. 

•« 

[[(’And since the Communists adam- 
antly refuse to admit their presence, 
giie United States has felt compelled 
tjjq deny that Central Intelligence 
[Agency specialists train, advise and 

i£ometime~ * ** 

Applied; 


, cousins of King Savang Vatthana. The ■ 
- mother of a former prime minister, 

• Prince Somsanith, is Souvanna Phou- 
y ma’s half-sister. Somsanith is married 
to another of Souvanna’* sisters — ' 
thus making him his own mother’s 
brother-in-law. j 

So it is that any government In 
Laos is a collection of brothers, uncles, 
cousins and relations by marriage, 
and their primary function is less to 
govern than to preserve the internal 
ilancc of power. 

In the late 1940s, rebuffed in their 
appeals for U.S. help against France, 
a few nationalist-minded Laotians 
like Souphanouvong gained the as-, 
sistance of Ho Chi Minh’s Vietminh 1 
In organizing the Pathet Lao. And in’ 
1954, the North Vietnamese managed 
at the Geneva conference to acquire 
effective control of the northern* 
most Laotian -provinces of Phongsaly 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING IN LAOS? 


slow- : 
Are we- now. 


. Vat Kurelv the issue is not so [which is not Communist-controlled in 

Despite the protes a ions o e j much American air power in Laos, 'a highly-splintered political condition. 

; American Government to the con- ^ operationa i techniques, but t Even so, Laos, like Vietnam, may 

‘trary, it would appear that the United American personnel power, in the not prove ultimately to be a question 

States is becoming deeply, perhaps fom of « a( i v i S ers” or whatever, or of rights. Rather, it ma^ hinge, 

inextricably, involved in the fighting COV ertly-employed Green Beret forces /eventually on what the American peo- 

in Laos. President Nixon, who once or even Centra l I ntelligence Ag ency/ pie will support in the way of a for-] 

earlier in his Administration declared professional soldiers or adventurers ' ei g n policy that continues to stick 

he did not think “the public interest for hire. According to growing re ft n g ers into the leaking dikes of 

would be served by any further dis- po rts filtering back from the as Southeast Asia. They do not, clearly, 

/cussion” of Laos, now has found it ^ cfewTuf' typ^s ^rTbeing seen like the war in Vietnam. They voted 

necessary to issue a lengthy position ^ verywhere among the Laos and the_ for Richard M. Nixon chiefly because 

paper denying the presence of U. S/ v . . ■ he proposed to end that war, and to: 

... „ Maos who in turn must be distin- ; , .. . 

“ground combat” forces there. > . . do so on some honorable terms that 

b \ . ,* guished from the North Vietnamese 

Secretary of Defense Melvin Laird! he did not specify. 

, „ . : who are, beyond any disputation, run- ... , 

has pledged solemnly that the Presi r , , ’ : We are now withdrawing 

i r a ^ ning roughshod over much of the! , r . a 

ttent of course will go to the Congress t b b ,Iy — from Vietnam 

for authority if he contemplates any § eo § la P y 0 a0Sl • escalating swiftly in Laos? The Pres-; 

change in the military involvement of er a ^ s some 0 e re P or s are ;ident surely was well advise^ to deny, 
the United States In Laos, although f “ d£ul - but ° ltos doubtless have a ,such reports in speaking to his coun-. 

that in itself is strictly limited. As' !" eas “ re .<* ’•“‘W- And " hat the ,trymen. Otherwise, he -tight soon 
, . . . , n . ,, a i situation sums to is something straight have been peering across Lynaon 

Secretary La rd spelled it out just the j and Pirates ‘ although ! Johnso „'s credibility gap that cost the 

other day, “The Pren.dent has «*,. „ J the^denffl. v y 

that we are using United States air , J , , , . 

f, ,, nations of a slinky Dragon Lady who 

power as far as the interdiction or . : 

, . • „ is' wowing the boys back at the can-;; 

supplies and material coming into & J * 

,. I teen (provided this concept has sur-i 

Vietnam are concerned. , f, , f • 

„„ j vived the old Conrad novels.) 

, “The mission of air power, as far .< 

, tt„ rhi Yet Laos, like Vietnam, may npt 

as Laos is concerned, on the Ho Chi ] ’ J , 

Minh trail, has been handled by the ! a » entity unto iUelf. It is all of a. 

President of the United States and we , Tb ' Agreements have 

have used it in connection with the ! been abrogated quite cynically by Unr 

• a. „ nnrc n Communists, and while that circum-: 

war m Vietnam. We have of course ’ . , . 

: flown reconnaissance missions over 1 stance does not jnsUfy a compensating 

Laos on a continuing basis. These re- abrogation by the United States, at 

connaissance missions have been ac da ast it makes the American effort 

complished - by armed escort. The V»re understandable. With the en- ; 

President has made it clear the mis- i^my using Laos as a sanctuary and a. 

Sion of our air power as far as the 1* h>gla«cal lifeline, this country has. . 

war in Vietnam, and that is all that ’ovnry right to attack him, and most 

I care to say on it at this time.” . ; i particularly since he attacks that ele- 
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royal Laotian government’s 
best fighting force, 'flic way the 
United States is helping him 
illustrates the basic change In 
tbo nature of the Laotian 
conflict. 

For many years the Mcos 
fought a guerrilla conflict with 
communist troops in northeast- 
, ern Laos. It was a sec-saw war, 
urntca miny-scason military in- 
‘ activity followed by dry-season 
offensives by Communists in- 
tent on expanding their network 
of supply lines along the Ho Chi 
Minh trail into South Viet Nam. 
250 Sorties Daily 
The guerrilla aspects remain, 
but for the last year or so, the 
Laotians have been assisted by 
American air sorties— esti- 
mated at around 250 a day now 
in the Plain of Jars alone— that 
have drawn outcries from 
congressmen who ore worried 
about the prospects of "another 
Viet Nam.” 

The tactical strikes In north- 
east Laos were an open secret 
even before Nixon’s admission 
in Florida today that "combat 
support missions” to aid Lao- 
tian forces were being flown. 
However, the President re- 
frained from listing (heir full 
extent— an omission which may 
bring renewed congressional 
charges that the administration 
should reveal more details. 

The Pentagon says that in 
October of 19I5C, the last month 
before bombing of North Viet 
Nam was halted, American 
planes dropped 122,000 tons of 


This is the second of two 
artirles examining the 
growth of United States in- 
volvement in Laos. 

BY JAM MS YUKNC.FR 
AND KURD FARRAR 

ICMcaco Tnbuii# Prcsi SmtcM 

Washington, March 0— By 
some estimates, the 
States is 250 million dollars a 
yi r, or more, in Laos. Only a 
few men in the government 
know the exact figure, and 
they’re not telling. 

But a look at a few statistics 
that have emerged helps to 
clarify the extent of American 
involvement in the landlocked 
southeast Asian nation, 

For instance, the United 
States spent 50 million dollars 
in ‘Laos i last 'year in economic 
aid. Apportion of this amount— 7 
or>-rhillion— ■ went for "refugee 
u ief." 

Means Population Moves 
This meant moving the popu- 
lation out of areas threatened 
by North Vietnamese and 
Pathet Lao troops, providing 
them with food, clothing, and 
medicine, and resettling them 
in areas considered safe. 

More specifically, it meant 
moving them from the stra- 
tegic Plain of Jars, which the 
Communists recently recap- 
tured. They had lost it last fall 
in a surprise offensive, heavily 
backed by American planes, 
that marked a sharp upsurge in 

United States military activity. 

On the question of military . botnbrj in southeast Asia. 

aid, which constitutes by far : 

the largest amount of Amcri-; Bombs I* all on Laos 
can help, an army spokesman 1 The bombing figuro for Janu- 
said it’s gettir . more sophisti- ary of this year was 117,000 
cated all the time. tons. The assumption is that 

Ships M-1G Rifles ' bombs .once dropped on. North 
. . . , , _ Viet Nam, are now falling on 

Once it went mainly for Laos 

trucks, communications equip' 


ment, and support materials. 
Now the Nixon administration 
is shipping M-IG rifles there. 

“And you can bet the first to 
get them will be Vang Pao’s 
people,” said the army source. 

Pao is the doughty, charis- 
matic leader of tjje^lS.GOO.Mci 
tribesmen who ~ ~ ~ 


What this adds up to is that 
the grim reality of super-power 
politics no longer permits the 
romantic reference to Laos as 
”lho land of the million ele- 
phants and the white parasol.” ’ 
Rather, it has been put into a 
strategic perspective as a buf- 


Norlh Viet Nam and Kca 
China,' blocking communist, ac- 
cess to Thailand on the south, 

, Burma to the west, and the 
' remainder of southeast Asia. • 

An Annual Event 

Every spring in recent years 
the Communists have regained 
control over the Plain of Jars, 
with its command of the routes 
to Luang Prabang, the royal 
capital, and Vientiane, tho 
Laotian administrative capital 

A n administration official 
says the unknown factor today 
is whether tho Communists, ] 
having lost the Plain of Jars ] 
once, will bo content witn 
regaining it, or if they will seek 
to push farther Into Laos. 

American officials guess that 
the North Vietnamese and 
Pathet Lao forces will remain 
where they arc, with the I 
possible 'exception of a few! 
forays beyond their lines for 
propaganda purposes. 

See Nothing to Gain 

"For nine years they’ve been 
coming up to the spot where 
they are now,” the official said. 

"They haven’t gone farther yet, 
and they don't have anything to 
gain by talcing all of Laos.” 

Informed sources say the 
Communists arc reestablishing 
tho supply line3 to North Viet 
Nam that were broken last fall. 

It is believed they would find 
Laos a nuisance to administer 
because of its lack of national 
identity, and that a take-over 
there would divert communist 
energies from the main goal of 
maintaining pressuro on South 
Viet Nam. 

In any event, Sen. J. W. 

Fulbright [D., Ark.], who is 
among the most vociferous 
critics of United States involve- 
ment in Viet Nam, quotes "high 
administration officials” a s 
having said that “Laos is even 
more important than Viet 
Nam.” 

Fulbright would not identify 

the 'officials, but his comrncnt| cords, and that the aid is in 
came shortly after testimony vrcspon.se to requests by the 
by Richard Helms, director neutralist 




■Government officials main- 
tain strenuously that no paral- 
lel can be drawn between 
involvement in Laos today and 
American activities in Viet 
Nam before the war in . that 
area became a hot one. 

They insist that the advisers 
reputedly paid by the CIA, are 
simply advising. The advisers 
[now called attaches by the 
American government! in the 
early days in Viet Nam, they 
explain, were; in on the actual 
fighting. 

A Partisan Target 
Tiio Laos involvement is 
being made a partisan target 
by the same senators who were 
in tho vanguard of congres- 
sional doves who opposed the 
Viet Nam war, it 'is said. 

Fulbright said he is "scared 
to death.” Sen. Mike Mansfield 
[D., Mont.] said the United 
States is in Laos, "up to its j 
neck.” Sen. George -McGovern 
[D., S. D.] called for a special 
closed Senate session to evalu- 
ate tho Laotian involvement. J 

Matter of Credibility i 

The growing criticism on j 
Capitol hill suggests - that 
j Democrats want to make Laos 
j the basis for a credibility gap 
'in the Republican administra- 
j.ticn. 

But McGovern has said that 
Congress— for failure to keep I 
an eye on Laos— ’’doesn't have: 
clean hands,” cither. ' ' 
Congressmen report that so 1 
far they have not received a ! 
significant amount of mail | 
from constituents who arc : 
worried about Laos. 

Violation of Accords • 
Government officials do con- 
cede privately that to disclose 
the total amount the United 
j Slates spends in Laos would be 
tantamount to an admission 
! that this country— for whatever 
reason— has, ■ like Hanoi, vio- 
lated the 1952 accords establish- ! 
ing Laotian neutrality. j 

Statements about American 
aid by Nixon, Defense Secre-j 
tary Melvin Laird, and other' 
high officials always arc care- 
fully accompanied by re- 
minders that the Communists 
have clearly violated the ac- 
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* " And last wcck the Democrats in the Sen*, 
y^ate, \ycre industrious at reminding hiln of 
. ‘this fact,’. Some.”, Republicans ..were ; aiso 

v . _ . ■ • ,!; u >voived.- * ■ y;\. \ ?. ' • «■> 

Washington* r^r, , ' * ' ■' ' ' . -’i 

' * *•/ /' ( t «. •*.' ‘ " • • • ' 77 ■ ■ ■ ■- r. ■ «C* 

l Tl'is capital was braced for a second "Tet bdch LdOsfigllt 

offensive in Vietnam in February, but in* O 
• stead it got an offensive in Laos in March — . 1 J ivt ■ ■ y .*;■- > 1 *• . - ' 

"and the alternative is proving fully as - ■«. — — . 

troublesome and perhaps even more diffl*. 't<", ‘ ^ \ .. „ , : 

cult to manage /• hA. - Thus when the North Vietnamese fielded a 

Indeed, Hanoi’s strategy is providing an* A substantial force capable not only of taking 
other example of how a small country can Plain of .Jars but also of pushing well 

maneuver around the bulk of a much larger beyond if it chooses, they were moving 

weakness, not his 


■: V 

Page 4 
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aplc of how a small country can vl,';* nc ■* lain 01 .jars dui also t 
around the bulk of a much larger beyond if it chooses, they 
‘.country. j/ - against Mr, Nixons weak 

Tlic general situation is as follows: * ‘ strength. 

There was still ample American ground . 0 ( , He is hobbled by the, political situation at 
.strength in Vietnam in February to cope 


•with another Tet offensive, in spite of troop ■ 
^withdrawals to' date. And there still is 
Sample strength to handle any ground effort ; 
“which Hanoi ■' , liable to launch at any time 
•‘.during the' sp. ing'in: Vietnam itself. 

. There also may be enough strength in the 
.Army of South Vietnam to deal with what- 
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may come, after. True, this is a debatable 
^proposition. However, oflicial Washington 
.increasingly believes that the armies of 
Saigon may make the grade after all. , 

But the capacity of Washington, and its 
clients, to .cope with n new Hanoi initiatives 
in Laos is quite another matter. The Lao* 1 
tians all along have exhibited a remarkable 
disinterest in fighting. And Washington is 
blocked by the existing political situation in >i 
the United States from doing very much to . 
counter any new Hanoi initiative in Laos. 

’ Last Nov. 3 in his nationwide address on 
Vietnam, President Nixon won the consent,/ 

- ‘of his countrymen to pursue disengagement 
from the Vietnam war by gradual stages. ... 
,‘But the' tacit compact between President, , i- 
, and people requires (A) that he decscalate '.C 
fthc Vietnam war, and (B) avoid any new 7) 
.wars like Vietnam, , 

It is a clear part of this tacit compact,. ' ! 
'well understood by everyone in politics in.. 1 
this city, that Mr. Nixon must not get him* 1 ‘ | 
self, caught in another war deep in the jun* )• 
,glcs of Asia if he wants to enjoy the com*'’'::. 
,'parative freedom ‘of maneuver which has 1 
tbeeh his since Nov. 3. 1 - * • • ’> ■ - ^ 


... . 7 : 


£jJhome from answering the new threat with 1 : 
•V anything more than bombs; and bombing in - 
■v Southeast Asia has never yet proved to': 
be very effective. 1 • ”* 

The strategy of the Hanoi opcration.is ob 
v-vious, and markedly effective.; It ik a clear 
-•■'and impressive answer to! the Nixon ' 
i',.' strategy. . , 

i’f**". Mr. Nixon has been withdrawing from. ; 
Vietnam at a pace which he hoped would 
give Saigon time to get ready to take over--: 
:'i the main task of defending itself. 

:*)■ The chances that this strategy may work l 
i. have been improving. As they have im*‘:,?« 
.‘//.proved, the need for a compromise settle* ') 

■ ly, ment at the Paris peace talks has declined.' .y 
The fact is that Washington is not now ■; 
seeking a compromise settlement, because 
it now thinks it can get what it wants in Viet* ' j 
j nam without paying a price at the Paris,) 
bargaining table... 

What Mr. Nixon wants in Vietnam is the, / 
survival of a non-Communist regime in.Viet*?^ 
nam at least through November of 1972.. And^: 
i of course if the, Thieu regime can survive!,' 
that long it has a respectable chance qf sur*,\; 
vivjng longer.' , . - V 

, So as reports from Saigon to the President” A * 
have grown more confident he has been 
under less need to seek a compromise in 
Paris. The only compromise which would 
interest Hanoi would be one which provided 
1 for a coalition government in Saigon. 

| ...Washington is not now interested in a* 
coalition government in Saigon. Hence, - 
there is nothing to talk about in Pans. • , 

! ' '.Hut this was a situation which was getting , 
steadily worse for Hanoi. Now, w« se*,tM. 
tthswer they have worked «ut 
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iind 

^ aypeal t<> toe Soviet 
• - n va .' 3 i iC1 Lreat .Britain to. help restore 
i- eace ia Laos under terms of the 1962 Gene- 
va accords is' understandable. 

. Tiie Vietnam conflict is spilling over 
t. 3 ? s P;°'' ldtiS a convenient corridor (the Ho 
mon iff ^NWOVUmSfSSSS 

Se'orn 7 Phe ? s °Wtoward. Laos itself is 
Ji ld n'r An ] encan . totervention in Laos, 
tectlon ' ’ be forced .as., self-pro. 

vedSd^ vStV aia » CVent ’ Mr - Nixo « 

i e merle %■ sked for otll er nations to in. 
te c.de, to remove, the appearance of uni 

SS=S the trom 

'il*kS%%S be - 3l3rt t0 the Possibility 
Laos tfXL w mine sbon lts P^ition on 
' avu . wen indications of this 
SZ ? ^587 Alehin Laird and W. . 
;!/ '-to Wimam Rogers have appeared 
bem e; seiect committees of Congress to 

br*ci teem on Laos. Perhaps rigniSlv 

r^*s SenSe , 
“- =1 ' T - Mansfield 'ex- '• V 
Lr:- c*— mie at the manner of the*® 
presentations if not the entire content.’, ‘ ' 

L • administration, in the interest of 
jv.vomd security, has not been able to it ' ' 

t ; a 1 no American people then possibly ; - 
j| v rr" c,, ' i;a S ’ ,V ' J “ ! toe people’s represent!?- 


| Ch r ’,* <?° 


j: ■ 

: “ r a 


, years, a «jjn iv'twom ■; 
the public. 1 , " f ' '■ IUte lj ouse and 

‘from’' the ft ( .torgei;/ by Mr. Nixon- 

son..in Mr. 

Public developed a yccrs ;; *e 

v >’°i‘cls from h§h o^^i S : t S re -t?5 r ‘- 

exports who nredirW 


r 


experts who p:vY:.w r i „-7- V ■ -■> 

swift withdr^wli Tf-m victory and 

, Vietnam, teste-’d ' 1 Ci;a droops from 
•'' and more c^SSs. ° we ^:; escalation 

al of specific '?/' lvi{,, araw-, 

with • - the safety * 0 f consistent < 

., con Sressional hejp^m , fulurTdeeishnis^^ 0 ^ j 

IlanS 1 now^ SvSS ? ^, tha mcn of '*' 

been -revealed SS ti,e before. It has 

- “at bhererv^i i jh?p 1Can intervention 

eminent,’’ . accordiimX^te' yf° tl2n S ' ov ' 

. least has begun. Nlxon ~ at 

are 'SlaL? ^ VOlVe t thCre 

!S?! B f £ r Sf c *“Vi Intc::- ' J3cms 


, toe least, of the headaclu 


.!? toe cmli bilify ^gap iirrec^n t" 




(CIaTVo “tol'igence Agency 

.. Wri-h have Vmai-e H Jnited Sla tes 
.'-better -.be prepared, to ^?K-”;. CpI ’ 2 f es " 
in. Laos to fe v lu * tour involved 

from Vietnam or to ° p lascd ^todrawm 
come a S Vd::lt ^ Lc 

nations widhewl vUsotu^ *? yothcr 
out .Of the fire‘hv'4h S - 3 s cne stnuts ' 
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The Laotian tar baby 


The American people, as has become 
routine in Asian matters, are being 
soothed with weasel words about Laos, 
the tiny country next door to' Vietnam. 

Secretary Laird assures us that there 
are no U. S. “ground combat troops” 

; there, and no plans to, send them without 
! congressional consultation. It only remains 
; for Mr. Nixon to tell us, as Lyndon John- 
son told us in 1964, “I am not going to 

* send American boys to do what Asian 
boys ought to do for themselves.” 

But these familiar reassurances are 
/ themselves frightening. They smack of the > 

■ reassurances that heralded Vietnam, and it 
. is no wonder that Senator Fulbright is 

“scared to death” when he hears them. So . 
are we. . > 

They always begin, these uncons titu- 
- tional wars, when the brain trusters at State 
. or Defense get it into their heads that 
even in the age of ICBM an inconsequen- 
tial little Asian country is, as they say, 
“vital to American security.” ("High offi- 
; cials,” according to Mr. Fulbright, have 
confided to his committee that Laos is ■ 
“even more important \ than Vietnam,” , 
: which assumes that Vietnam was impor- 
/tant in the first place.) < 

/ , In Laos, a war that comes and goes with 
the seasons, it is the Q I A ’s puppet army 
; against the Pathet Lao, who are in turn 
backed by the North Vietnamese. Last 
year, the CIA’s minions captured the Plain 
of Jars, but turn about is fair play, it 
seems, and this year the Pathet Lao has 
' captured it — so that this year, for the 

• first time in the history of the Laotian 
: war, American B-52s are bombing supply 

lines in northern Laos as well as the Ho 
Chi Minh trail, which they have pounded 
1 to small effect for years. 

It is neither confirmed nor denied in 
, Washington, but the U. 8. is suspected of 
: paying for a 30,000 man “secret army”, 
fighting for the Laotian government, and 
j is it to be supposed that they are not welt 
attended by U. S. “advisers”? 

As far as world-wide military and diplo- 
matic policy go, there may be plausible 
reasons for being thus involved in Laos, 
although as was the case in the early 
; stages in Vietnam the government knows ) 
best and refuses to consult the people of v; 
which it is theoretically the' servant. 

For our part, we suggest that Laos Is 

■ not worth the bones of a single American. 
We suggest that Laos is leading us unwill- 
ingly into another Vietnam. And we sug- 
gest, moreover, that an administration that 


■explaining itself. 

[ _ Ev erybody remembers the Vietnam' 


scenario. First come the "advisers"; then 
come the bombings to protect the "advis- 
ers" and their advisees; then, as at Pleiku 
barracks, comes a terroristic provocation. 

The President and his advisers respond, as 
Johnson and Bundy and McNamara re- 
sponded to the Pleiku incident, by step- 
ping up the bombing. Then you get a big 
incident like the Gulf of Tonkin which is 
seized as an excuse for sending the Mar- 
ines. And then our fists are stuck in the 
tar baby for good; or as James Reston 
once put it, the fly has caught the flypa- 
per. " , 

This fateful spiral could be more beara- 
ble to contemplate if there were any sign 
that our expenditure of over $100 billion 
. and 40,000 American lives in Vietnam had 
bolstered a decent, democratic regime 
there (as opposed to Thieu and Ky, who 
jail their critics without trial and shut 
down critical newspapers), or had even 
stabilized the military-political situation 
so that the U. S. could withdraw with the, 
sense of a job well done. 

But the key point just now is the 
smiling evasions of Mr. Laird. We are 
being taken for a ride and have no way of j 
getting to the brake. As Rep. Allard Low- 
enstein told a Guilford College audience 
1 the other night,, this country does not 
relish' wars about which it is hot consulted 
and to which it does not consent. The 
Vietnam war, for that very reason, came 
close to tearing this country apart two 
■ years ago; it utterly destroyed Lyndon 
Johnson and a Laotian facsimile will de- 
stroy Richard Nixon in the same way. 

Mr. Nixon’s failure thus far to “end” the 
Vietnam war, as he solemnly pledged, 
needs only the added touch of a similar 
new war on the Asian mainland to touch 
off a major domestic explosion. Mr. Nix- 
on asked for time; he has had a year and 
two months. He asked the war’s critics to ' 
be patient and the patience is remarkable, ^ 
although it has produced no evidence to j 
support the Johnson-Nlxon-Agnew theory ; 
that it is the critics, and not the war- j 
makers, who prolong the war. 

So we fully share the fears of Senator ■j 
Fulbright about the .secret maneuvers in j 
Laos, not only dreading a second war on -j 
the Asian mainland but dreading what a - 
second go-round of deceitful executive J 
warmaking can do to this country. Ameri- 
can patience with this kind of sly leader- 
ship is not inexhaustible, and the tpresent 
silence should not be interpreted by Mr. 

Nixon as consent. When the repkoning 

: -2 

will stay tne wrath of, a people twice 
deceived. 
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By BOB HOUSER 
Political Editor 


•* The "dirty work” d£.; ! .He said Nixon's gradual. 

American-paid 'meiccnar- ; ‘ withdrawal plan and lhe.| 
i les and of civilian pilots / ^unprecedented attack, on, 
_ us S-m. '" hired by. the v CU.and Alil/thc mass media” are two. 
i mi ' (’rans ton charged *to fly mercenaries' -and : devices the . President w 

ii ire TCrHav night \merica supplies around Laos is .using to dampen criticism, 

covered UP, the W. of the Vietnam waf.. 

r esidenl NixSn is down ■ aro lost in ' "bad , SENATOR Cranston 
H ' a ‘ f n(T the Communists" i weather conditions”;’ urged getting all American 
In violation 0 of the Geneva'; whether friendly villages troops out of Vietnam as 


Burton said "We've got 
to start thinking about the 
distribution of wealth. You 
won't solve violence until 
you solve economic inequi- 
ties. Wc should take a 
hard look at possible na-, 
tionalization of the oil in- j 
dustry. Oil is taken from . 
the ground and the ground 
belongs to all of . us, not to] 
just a few.” 

to 


. , are hit “or whether worn- : rapidly as can be accom-. - -He, sa d the route 

accords -. en , md children in un- 1 plished with their safety in .Democratic Party success 

Keynoting a "vree-day «n ana thuwett m un an an . includes registration of the 

mdidate endorsing con-) d to 7 death, g nobody j nounced timetable, not a Vpoor, the olderly and the, 

who counts will ever see i secret one. • •• •, "disadvantaged plus con* 

the results— and since no- "A secret tiromlili is Evincing the middle, class of 
body knows,' nobody need not a timetable as aW. ft is j),the hoodwinking Gov. Ron- 


candidate - 

vention of the .California 
. Democratic Council, Cran- 
ston said there aro clear 
“ signs the Laos escalation 
■ parallels the Vietnam es- car® 

calation of 1964, thus mus:';* » La0% 


/T\ 


calation oi ivoo, uma im«: . f -xaoi Is, 
trating a Nixon Adminis- 1 \ venieat place for our mi 
tration "double risk policy , ' 
tliat could keep American 


troops in 
for years. 


Southeast Asia 


a device for an advxotto* 

tration to claim credit for 
short, a °° n ‘ the things it does, and to 

r — f * of Tlu " hide from the public all 

nor league Metterrucks to ^at it isn’t doing or could 
.defend ttenr own fttMe* be doing fast cr.*,' 
termined. ccwxpte oV our 


I’/ aid Reagan is giving them. 


THE AIR war over Laos 


national interest-,” 
stun said. • 
CRANSTON hi 


has jumped from 4.500 , Ambassador G. McMurtrie 1 
American sorties per g 
month during tlie time we 
were bombing North Viet- \ 
nam to between 12,500 to 
15,000 per month now, , 

Cranston said, lie did not; I 
reveal the source of the ; 
figures. | 

Mercenaries equipped, 

-.nU, naM hv Amer 

icans are 
• commanded 

cers, according to Crnns"tho kind of mentality 
stun. "The Administration got us into the. Southeast 


f,( CONGRESSMAN John 
V. Tunrvy of Riverside, a ; 
iS?lf styie i moderate in j 
» aouig raster. < 'jitliis liberal den. told news-j 

The scenario, said Cran* .men he seeks the CDC en- 
ston, “is alarming. The A-dorsemcnt for his U.S. ; 
, war goes on in Vietnam Senate candidacy because 
LiH,s i and in Laos. The kind of K a candidate for statewide 
thinking which caused it in, | office must make an ap- 


Cran- 


Godley for stilling and ar- one adm i n j S tration (Presl 
resting newsmen who re- den t Johnson’s) now per- 
purted on American, air nt eales the. new adminis- 
operations out of Laos, tration and the end'is not 
The secrecy of this dirty. ( O slg ht.» . 
htUo war has probably gvj/ He said the Nixon Ad 
• en Ambassador Godley th^ 


; peal to , all factions of the 
Democratic R . i ty “and I 
fed my candidacy repre- * 
sents Ux main stream." 

Tvmn«y acknowledged 


has between 15,000 


r iiu o« i w ***>' * ’ •'"» ■ » . that fl>« CDC, over the past 

. ..... ministration "is not telling r : f Wv vi tfar s. has demon-' 

illusion that lie i,* a Rorneiv jt thc wav it j s when it '' S (_ r au*A that it is more lib* 

, proconsul. It s no wonder says no American military j > fr;u t h an the party as a 

said that win- 
CDC endorsement 
indicate the organi- 
Vzation is Interested in his 
. program and platform and 
' in having a winner against 


Asian, quagmire in ■ the 1 


CDC '< 1 President John 
, Burton, a Son Francisco 
' assemblyman, ; who made-, 


**0,000 of them on the pay-, ir^st place, . • ‘ the convention an open one.! Republican incumbent 

ro L , „ sal( *' 1 The „Njxon Admiiustra-- b y •. .-.inviting , Democratic -t George Murphy. His more 

"Godly, we are copying j- ,tion,.> :Cranston, charged, de j 6 g a t e8 whether or not ■{;. liberal primary opponent, 

fa* ' They 
' the 'Geneva 
the> won _ . _ 
won’t admit that we are , 
violating the accords ei- 
ther. The last tiling I ex-' 
peeled to catch Richard 
Nixon doing was copying' 



; tho Communists,” said 
■ Cranston.:- - •/' */■* 


'Vietnamizauon has oe-i moderating in its posture. " ..Sunday's final «e»sion.-^ ( >, 
come just another wayoi ; • 

paying foreign troops t< j N A NEWS conference,''! ' 

ho 6aid CDC is not seU-1 
c o n s c i.o u a over being 
called, ‘/controversial be-/ 


fight a war wo want 
fought ... King Georgi 
Used Hessians , . . Rich 
ard 


on.:-, 
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THE GHEAT ©OUT 

Mr IC K?ate E o «fatf member 0/ the North American Congress ■ 
or, Latin America, is completing a book on counterinsurgency 
planning in the United States. 

To gain a world-historical perspective on the war in 
I Vietnam, one must see it as but one episode in a , 
; Great South Asian War that began almost immed!- . 

; ately after World War II, and can be expected t o 
continue into the 1970s, if not well beyond them The 
Great War has already encompassed the Indo-Un 
nese War of Independence (1946-54), the guerrilla 
war in Malaya (1948-60), intermittent warfare m 
Laos (continuing), guerrilla ddnrtA* » ttatort 
(continuing), and other armed struggles m Burma, 
Malaysia and Indonesia. Combatants in these con- 
flicts^have included, in addition to troops of the coun- 
tries named, the armies of Great Biftan. France 
; Australia, New Zealand, South Korea, Nationalist 
i China and, of course, the United States. 

These episodes constitute a common war no on y 
•because they occupy overlapping : zones in a sing e 
theatre of war but also because they spring f om . 

common cause: the determination of the advanced 

industrial nations of the West (led by the United . 
States) to intensify their control over the destinies of 
Se underdeveloped lands of Asia. The Western pres- 
ence in South Asia is naturally a military and eco- 
nomic challenge to Communist China, whose real or 
imagined influence has been a factor in each of 
these struggles. But it is not the threat of Chinese 
bellicosity that lends unity to all these episodes; it 
' is rather the determination of the region s in digeno 
, peoples to secure a future that will be free of foreign 
control. Because the nations of South Asia are frozen 
in a state of underdevelopment, and because nation- 
al boundaries (which, more often than not, were 
established by European powers) do not always con- 
form to ethnic distribution, these conflicts often take 
the form of “insurgencies”— i.e., local struggles 
against centralized authority— and the response to 
them has been a succession of “counterinsurgen- 
' cies.” Although the doctrine of counterinsurgency 
was originally formulated to substitute a strategy 
of “limited warfare” for the obsolete strategies of 
“all-out” (i.e., nuclear) warfare, in South Asia coun- 
terinsurgency threatens' to become unlimited in -its 
.duration. ‘ ■ , A . A *•■•••• 



At the end of World War II, the United States and 

its allies in Western Europe a S r? - e ^ t r 0 p< f^Senct 
re-establishment of one another s spheres of influence 
in Asia. The United States, having c °nq^re d Japan, 
was to be dominant in the western Pacific (China, 
San the Philippines, etc.); France would remain 
Sdo-China, a!X Britain in the Into. Ocea" 
finrlia Burma Malaya, Singapore, etc.). The Allies 
ilso apportioned responsibility for the , 

of a defense perimeter, corresponding. to toeir co^ 

: nial holdings, which encircled the east^^^ I 

from Korea to Kashmir, and pledged to assist one 

1 another tt any point on toe 

heavy attack. This “gentleman s agreement was 
• ' soon put to the test, for the restoration of coton ml 
regimes in South Asia (revoking wartime promises 
of independence) produced guerrilla warfa 
throughout the region. Several countries won their 
independence this way, where continued 0CC VP at i° a 
would have been unprofitable (Burma) or . bey 
the capacity of the home economy (Indonesia). But 
' in Southeast Asia proper, the colonialists were p 
Dared to engage in protracted counterguernlla strug 
S to maintain their control of the area's resources 
V in Malaya it took Britain (with the aid of Australia 
and Gurkha tribesmen) twelve years to force the 

• remnants of the Malayan RacesLiberaUon Army 
across the border into Thailand In Indo-Chma, 
France faced an even more formidable foe In l 9 ou, 
confronted with a deteriorating mihtary situation m 

\ Vietnam and growing discontent at home, r ranc , 

J appealed to the United States to honor its commit- , 

- ment and help prevent a breach of the Asian defense, 
perimeter. Although the United States had alrea 7 ; 
deployed its troops in South Korea to protect the 
northern flank of the perimeter, it J^ertteless 
agreed to supply France with arms and badly needed 
funds (the total U.S. contributions to the French 

* military struggle in Indo-China amounted to S—o o 
lion, or 80 per cent of the cost of the war). 

Despite this help, the Viet Minh wop /at Dieiibien- 
phu and the French army withdrew from Southeast, 
•. Asia, leaving a substantial military-vacuum at the 
mid-point of tlie Asian defense perimeter The United 
■ States— which until this, time had considered South-, 

east Asia to be of secondary importance to its Pacific- 
< territories— quickly moved im The French. colpmal 
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An Unresponsive 'Clarification' 

, ii. mi £ 


According to President Nixon, it Is 
false to charge that the U. S. is escala- 
ting the war in Laos; North Vietnam i3 
to blame. It is wrong to suggest that 
the Air Force operates independently 
over Laos; the bombers fly missions 
only on request of the Royal Laotian 
government. 

These are among the assertions' 
made by Mr. Nixon in his statement 
on Laos yesterday. They echo most of 


truth. The families of the U. S. air 
crewmen lost in the war, for example, i 
will hardly be solaced by the report ■* 
that “no American stationed in Laos 
has ever been killed in ground combat.” 

But perhaps more fundamentally, 
the President continues to maintain 
that the interests of the Royal Laotian 
government and the still more imperi- 
ous South Vietnamese government are 
also those of the U. S. government. < 
And in that context, as American ( 

_ .. , , •• L A1_ _ 4 


on i-iaos yvBivmuy. aucj And in tnat context, as /vnienutui j . 

his public declarations on Vietnam. But p51ots a nd CIA “advisers” support the iV 
+Tiav fin not. constitute, or even begin to T ttio Thicii rce-ime ini 


they do not constitute, or even begin to 
describe, a practical policy for peace in 
either nation. 

In some of its sections, the Pres-* 
ident’s “explanation” relies more on le-, 
gahstie language than on the 


Laotian amyTas the Thieu regime in^j 
Saigon ruthlessly jails. its political foes, 
the President’s expressed hope that “a 
genuine 1 qufest 1 for peace in Indochina 
can now begin? has a: futile, reminiscent 
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■ Text of Statem ent Issued by President .Nixon 


jon U.S. Policy . and Activity in, Labs 

KEY BISCAYNE, Fla., March 6 (UPI) — Following is the text of 
f a statement by President Nixon today on the history and present nature, 

1 of United States involvement in Laos: , 

What We Found 


In light of the increasingly massive T 
presence of North Vietnamese troops j 
and their recent offerisiv e irtLaos, I f 
have written letters today to British j* 
t Prime Minister Wilson and Soviet Pre-; 


1. 


I 


A. The 1962 Accords 

When we came into office, this Ad-' 
ministration found ahighly precarious 
situation in Laos. Its basic legal frame-’ 


l 


mier Kosygin asking their helping in re- Sj 
storing the 1962 Geneva agreements for 

^AVT-cSirmen of that conference; 'V ccords entered into by the Kennedy 


i . work had been established by the 1962 

Lt# iVt a TTammaiIiI I 


o! 


' the United 'Kingdom and the Soviet ' 

> Union have particular responsibilitieis , 
| for seeing that its provisions . arc hon- j 

> ored. My letters note- the persistent j 
t North Vietnamese violations of the ac- | 
i cords and thoir current offensives; sup- ! 
I port the Laotian Prime Minister’s own 1 
i current appeal to ■ the' co-chairmen for 

consultations; urge the co-chairmen to 
work with other signatories of the Gen- . 

v eva accords; and pledge full United 
States cooperation. 

Hanoi’s most recent military bulld-up 
V.in Laos has been particularly escalatory. 

I They have poured over 13,000 addition-. 


'Administration. 

Laos l\as been a battleground for most 
of the past 20 years. In 1949 it be- ! 
came a semi-independent state within 1 
the French Union. The Pathet Lao Com- j 
munists rebelled against the Government 1 
in the early Ninteen-fifties, and fight- ; 
ing continued until the 1954 Geneva set- 
tlements ended the Indochina war. Laos | 
at that time became an independent ) 
neutral state. The indigenous Commun- 
ists, the Pthet Lao, nevertheless retained 
control of. the two northern provinces. 
Since then, this small country has been 


i al troops into Laos during the past few I* the victim of persistent subversion and 
•■’months, raising their total in Laos to'.' finally invasion by the North Vietnames 
>,-■ over 67,000. Thirty North Vietnamese. 

►•battalions from regular division units 
f participated in the current campaign in ! 

’.'the Plain of Jars with tanks, armored. 

* cars and long-range artillery. The in-' 


, dignous Laotian Communists, the Pathet 
1 Lao, arc playing an insignificant role. 

North Vietnam’s military escalation in 
1 Laos has intensified public discussion in 
v this country. The purpose of this state-. 
, ment is to set forth the record of what 
we found in January, 1969, and the! 


posed by the Communists. In approving 
j 1 ’ the 1962 arrangements, the Kennedy . 
Administration in effect accepted the 
basic formulation which had been ad- 
vanced by North Vietnam and the So- 1 
viet Union for a Laotian political set* t 
tlement. 

Before the in was dry on the 1962 ■ 
Geneva documents, and despite the fact 
that they embodied most of its own 
proposals, North Vietnam started violat- ’ 
ing them. IN "compliance with the ac- i 
cords, the 666 American who had been ’■ 
assisting the Royal Lao Government j 
withdrew hnder I.C.C. supervision. In t 
contrast, the North Vietnamese passed ; 
only a token 40 men through I.C.C. < . 
checkpoints and left over 6,000 troops ’ 
in the country. 

A steadily growing number of North i 
Vietnamese troops have remained there 
ever since, in flagrant violation of the 
Geneva accords. They climbed to about ^ 
33,000 in mid-1967, 46,000 in mid-1968 , 

_ and 55,000 in mid-1969. Today they are 
, at an all-time high of some 67,000 men. * 
These are not advisors or technicians 
or attaches. They are line units of the 
North Vietnamese Army conductinn opo 
, aggression againsta neighborthat poses 
no threat to Hanoi. 


In May, 1961, negotiations for a Lao- 
tian settlement opened in Geneva, with 
Governor Harriman as the chief Ameri- 
can negootiator. During the course of ’ 
those long ncogitations fighting con- 
tinued and the Communists made fur-’ , . 

thcr advances. Faced ith a potential . ■ ,i n addition, since 1964, over a half 
threat to Thailand, President Kennedy; ■ minion North Vietnamese troops have 
ordered 5,000 marines to that country crossed the “Ho Chi Minh Trail” in 
in May, 1962. ^ Laos to invade South Vietnam. This Irv 

FINally, in July, 1962, after 14 months filtration route provides the great bulk 
of negotiations, 14 nations signed the.-.* 0 f men and supplies for the war in 

South Vietnam. 

The political arrangements for a three- 


’ policy of this . Administration since' that •. Geneva accords providing for the ncu- i 
' time. * r ,*‘4] 1 tralization of Laos. Other signatories be- 

v ‘ ■T"'*- *'•''''*"* ** sides the United States included the .«•< ,i* t , - . rnm . n . e it . , ... . 

Soviet Union, Communist China, North •} p d f “ ^ 1 y , unt, L Ap * 
.Vietnam, the United Kingdom, France, ' nl * . 196 ?’ when the Pathet Lao Com-. 


the Southeast Asian nations most di 
•" v ■••• rectly involved and the members of the • 

• , International Control Commission,' Can- ' 

, ada, India and Poland. ' 

These accords came on month after.: 
' the three contending forces within Laos ; 
announced agreement pn the details of , 
, a coalition government composed of the 1 
three major political factions and head- ‘j 
ed by tho neutralist, Prince Souvanna 1 
Phouma. North Vitnam claimed that it -( 
favored a coalition government. Both -; 
North Vietnam and the Soviet Union! 
backed Prince 
post. The present 

Approved For Release th “' ki5 ' to - tl,<> ^ 


munist leaders departed from the cap- 
ital and left thoir cabinet posts vacant. 

!’ Fighting soon resumed and since then 
i there have been cycles of Communist 
offensives and 'Royal Laotian Govern- 
ment counteroffensives. The enemy forc- 
1 cs have been led and dominated through- 
t out by the North Vietnamese. In re- 
cent years Hanoi has provided the great 
i majority of Communist troops In Laos. 

| . North Vietnam appears t 0 have two 
: alms in Laos. The first Is to insure its 

u..u U1C ».»«»:, i»^ i i it L^vL La0S a V supp - ly route . 

Souvanna for his new. 1 |r for North Vietnamese forces in South; 
nt Government of Laos: • Vietnam. Tho second is towe aken and- 

subvert the Royal Lao Government — - 

“ iiwiflflffOfifflfinftnifc-arginK — - 
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Nixon Expected to Fill 
State Department Post] 


By RICHARD HALLORAN j 

Spccinl to The Kcw York Times | 

WASHINGTON, March 6 - Rejects * °3 ' 

Authoritative sources in the | c c "n c ° ssc c sitor who foughtj 
Administration report that inst rac j a i politics in the' 
President Nixon intends to Sou th in the 1870’s. The pref-j 
name David M. Abshire as As* ace of the book was by the late| 
sistant Secretary of State for ^J* to ? c 0 SLS^d1»ldcly, /. 
Congressional relations. regarded as a Southern liberal. 

Mr. Abshire, 43 yea is old, ^ ^ r . Abshire will succeed! 

now executive director of the «y:ii! am B Macomcr Jr. who 
Center for Strategic and Inter- promoted to Deputy Under 
national Studies at George- f g tatc for Ad-j • 

town University here. • ln October ! 

The Congressional relations ministration in ycioocr. , 

post is among the most sensi- Harlow Called Sponsor , , 

tive in Washington. The Assis- Mr< Abshire, who met Mr.] 
tant secretary is among the key Njxon w h cn Mr. Nixon was in 
• officials charged with obtaining c onEress W as reported to] 
Congressional support for the bave bcen rcc bmmended for 
Administration’s foreign policy. the congressional relations] 

At the Georgetown Center, t by Bryc „ Harlow, Coun- 
Mr. Abshire has directed a £ etor to Ulc p res idcnt and gen- 


/ 


Mr. aosinic “ se ior to the Prestacnt ana gcn- ; 

wide range of research pro- 1)y cons jdercd the top man 
jects in foreign affairs over on t £ e whitc House staff, 
the last nine years. Earlier, he Abshire who was born 1 

served on the staff of the ™ "J™* "as graduated: 
House Republican Policy Com- , ,. Military Academy at 

mittee. He also was a . consul- 195KHe sefved ; .. 

tant on foreign policy at the . ^ war resigned 
last three Republican national ^^f^y to take grad- , 
conventions. uate work at Georgetown in 

Rightist Label is Denied 1955 . He received his doctor-1 
Sources close to Mr. Abshire, ate in history and government 
whose appointment has been in 1959. ! 

rumored for several weeks, ofastudv' 

took tie ins to describe him as was staff director of a study, 
a mod (.rate conscrvatime He on American strategy ®ndi 
h a s^becnrpo rt ray edTn some re- strength under Representative 
nortsas a right-wing extremist. Gerald Ford, the Michigan Re- 
P The sources pointed to Mr. publican who is now the minor-; 
.Abshire’s speeches and writing ity leader. I 

as evidence of his political During 1961 and 1962, Mr.; 
views lie has urged a gradual Abshire was director of special 
but not precipitate withdrawal projects at the ^ cr ‘™ n , 

from Vietnam and a reduction tcrprisc Institute. He then went, 
of American forcos abroad In to the Georgetown center, the, 
an orderly manner. chairman of which is Adm. 

Mr. Abshire has also written Arlcigh A. Burke, former phlefl 
.a book, entitled "The/South of Naval i Operations^ ... 
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By LAWRENCE M. O'ROURKE, review of tho>st six years ; of jP“ ce a * n J f S ‘to^Soadc^Se; 


Of The Bulletin Staff 
Miami— The picture of Amer- 
ican presence in Laos sketched 
by President Nixon yesterday 
left unanswered a basic ques- 
tion: Where do we go' from 
here? • ’ ’ 

Or put another way: Is Laos 


Nixon Text on Page 2 


going to turn into another Viet- 
nam? 

Neither the President nor 
White House officials who met 
with newsmen here would deal 
directly with those questions. 

Small Involvement 
The 4 .COO -word statement on 
Laos issued by Mr. Nixon from 
his winter White House at Key 
Biscayne will not likely quiet 
the critics of the Administra- 
tion’s policy toward Laos. 

iraent was largely a 


review or the last six years oi h ' oaden the 

U. S. involvement. Mr. Nixon ^s ^^e ort tOobroaden me 

stressed throughout that he i»|f rt La d 0S( P , he United. 

States rfnd North Vietnam. 

But the'question remains: What 
if Hanoi continues to pump 
men and supplies into Laos, if 
the.Communlsts continue to ad- 
vance militarily, if Russia and 
Great Britain cannot— or will 
not-bring about progress to- 
ward peace and neutrality in 
Laos, what then? 

A White House official said 
, that under no circumstances 
/would "the United States use 
combat forces in Laos without 

^asking first for Senate ap- 
proval. 

Open-Ended Commitment 
The official was asked what 
the Unifed States will dp if 
Hanoi continues to. escalate the 
war. * ’ 

He replied that the Nixon Ad- 
ministration is very much 
aware ot the concern that the 
United States might slide into 
a Vietnam-like situation. 

The official said that the Unit- 
ed States is not going to Slide 
into an open-ended commitment, 
like the one in Vietnam, without 
carefully controlling and asses 
sing each step along the way. 

But it would not serve the na- 
tional interest, the official said, 
for the Administration to give a 
flat description of what it would 
not do in circumstances that 
have not yet arisen. 

The Administration believes it 
has been careful up to now and_ 
will continue to be so, the of- 
ficial said. But he also main- 
tained that peace in Vietnam 
and Sotuhcast Asia will be af 
[fected by . development*. 
Avoids Predictions ’ 


continuing policies first estab- 
lished by the Kennedy and 
Jolinson Administrations. 

Overall, as portrayed by Mr. 
Nixon, the extent of U. S. in- 
volvement now in Laos is small. 

There are only 616 Americans 
directly employed by the U. S. 
Government in Laos. Some 320 
Americans are military advisers 
or instructors to Royal Laotian 
units. Of the 320, there are 228 
military personnel and 92 civil- 
ians, probably employes of the, 
Central Intelligence Agency.,/ 
There are no • U. S: ground 
combat troops in Laos, he said, 
there have been ■ none there 
since the 1962 Geneva accords 
declaring Laos neutral, and 
there have been fewer than 300 
Americans, all airmen, killed as 
part of the Laotian fighting in 
the past six years. , 

The statistics cover a period j 

in which for the most part there j 
was very little Communist ac- 
tivity in Laos. It was only in 
the past few months, as Mr. 
Nixon pointed out, that tlife 
North Vietnamese government 
began sending combat troops 
into battle in sizable numbers 
jin 'Laos, -1 ; ; •' ’•« 

Some 30 North Vietnamese 
'battalions from regular divi- 
sions joined in the current, cam- 
ipaign in the Plain of Jars re- 
gion, the critical military area 
of Laos. It was .the fighting 
oyer the Plain of Jars which 
largely instigated the criticism 
'and questioning in Congress 
which led to yesterday’s presl- j 
dential' statement. ■ , J 

i Effort to Widen Scope 

Mr. Nixofi’s statement was 
1 unequivocally a call for a stand- 
still by the Communists. His 
appeal to' Russia and Great 
Britain, signatories to the Gen- 
eva accords, to , yvork for the 


The President, avoiding pre- 
dictions or threats of U. S. es- 
calation to match Communist 
activities, nevertheless tied in 
this country's policies to those 
of the Communists. ] 

He said that »« authorized: 

U S. air combat missions 
against the North Vietnamese 
and Laotian Communists in Laos 
only after they stepped-up their 
military offensive and' at the 
request of Prince Souvanna 
Phouma, the Laotian prime min- 
ister. 

U. S. air operations current- 
ly consist, the President said, of 
bombing the Ho Chi Minh Trail 
as it runs through Laos; bomb- 
ing and strafing in support of 
Royal Laotian troops, and fly- 
ing reconnaissance over north 
ern Laos. 

“The level of our air oper- 
|; ations has been increased only 
as the number of North Vietna- 
mese in Laos and the level of 
their aggression has increased, 
Mr. Nixon said. 

Appeal to Communists 
A White House official, asked 
if the Administration is not put- 
ting itself at the mercy of the 
Communists by allowing the 
Communists to set the extent of 
U. S. involvement, suid that the 
fashionable answer is no. 

But that is nonsense, the of 
ficial went on. Of course, he 
said, the United States will be 
affected by what the Commu-L 
nists do, and to that extent, thi sB 
country Is at their mercy. 
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Nixon on Laos: j 

:;’'j 

Room for Doubts | 

’if President Nixon finally made a , 

* ’ public statement on America’s involve- ;| 

l onent in Laos. His words contained 1 j 
f. some good news and some bad news, -j 
p • The good news:. 1 

• We have no ground troops ; 

1 l there and will not send any. j 

’d © He is asking Russia and Great u 
Britain, the nations responsible for J 
: maintaining the .1962 accords on Laos, I 
' to help restore peace. 

{■: We are not escalating the war 1 

'■there. 

■ . : The bad news: "j 

© North Vietnam has sent 13,000 , 
more ground combat troops into Laps, ;4 
l bringing the total to 67,000. j 

j o Americans are flying combat 1 
support missions for Laotian forces. 1 
j O These missions are flown “only 1 
f when requested by the Laotian gov- ' j 
t emment." J 

1 ' O This means that Americans are 1 

’ in combat, and on orders of Laotians. 

• The President did not say if we have j 

reserved the right to refuse such mis- 1 
sions. J 

President Nixon said only 616 U.S. j 
government employes are in Laos. A \ 

White House official added that only j 
4 228 of these are military men. Pre- . 
sumably most of the others are. CIA_ i 
■ men who train, direct and pay the 
: : Laotian army, but the President did ' 
j;. not touch on that. 

K; It is good that the President final- ' 

! ly spoke up on Laos, even if it did 
i .take ’ months of prodding by various * 

{senators. It is good to know that he j 
Hi has no intention of expanding our in- : 
j dvolvement. But he did say the level . 
i? of U.S. air operation had increased in > 
t” response to increased North Viet- 
rf-namese aggression. That is one way to 
.escalation if the Reds step up the < 
t pressure. ’ 

The President will have to make i 
j, certain the line stays drawn. His be-, , 
j latcd candor is welcome, but we would . 
i- like to hear more details, especially ! 
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The Truth About Laos 


! . president Nixon’s explicit description 
yesterday of the nature and scope of 
Vmerican involvement in Laos will do 
ittle to quiet his congressional critics. 
But that is because Fulbright, Mc- 
Govern, Symington & Co. seemingly are 
more Interested in the reassertion of . 
Senate prerogatives in the field of for- 
eign affairs than they are with the reali- 
ties of the situation in Southeast Asia. 

The extent of the American involve- . 
ment in Laos has been one of the 
worst-kept “secrets” in the histories of 
war or diplomacy. On September 28 in 
these columns we noted that not “more 
/'than a couple of thousand U.S. govern- 
ment personnel— military, paramilitary 
3 or CIA— are involved” in that small but 
, strategic mountain kingdom. Yesterday, 
•the President said the precise 
■ number— including all contract person- 
nel— Is 1,040. In contrast, according to 
Hhe President, the North Vietnamese 
now have 67,000 regular troops in Laos. 

We stated on September 28 that 
'."some 97 U.S. airmen have been lost 
.■over Laos," adding that it is doubtful if 
•■ “more than 200 American lives have 
, been lost” there “over the past decade." 

■ 'Yesterday, the President said that no 
'"American has been killed in ground 
1 combat operations in Laos. 

’ The President’s critics cannot have it 
’ both ways. They cannot protest bitterly 
.because American ground troops are 
‘ committed in large numbers in Vietnam 
-and complain equally stridently when 
* .this is not so in Laos, which means that 
v-Laotion regulars and iregulars must re- 
ceive air and logistical support. Unless 


they propose that we do nothing at all in 
Laos, thus endangering the lives of 
thousands of Americans in Vietnam. 

In short, we find no fault with pres- 
ent American policy in Laos, which the 
Prcsiderit rightly describes as request- ■ 
ed, limited, supportive and defensive. We 
only wish he had made his statement 
sooner; and we await with extreme ln- 
, terest— although we are not holding our 
breath — a similarly detailed statement 
from Hanoi describing the extent of its . 
Involvement and goals in Laos. 

Where do we go from here? The Pres- 
ident said yesterday that he has “no 
plans for introducing ground combat 
troops into Laos,” despite the deteriora- 
tion of the situation there in recent days. 
v '. That is sensible and right. 

Yet it is clear that the North Viet- : 
namese and their Pathet Lao auxiliaries 
must be kept clear of the Mekong Valley . 
to preserve the remnants of Lao inde- 
pendence and territorial integrity (guar- 
anteed by the U.S. in the Geneva accords 
of 1962), to prevent a serious deteriora- 
tion in the situation in Vietnam, and to 
prevent a clash between the North Viet- 
namese and the Thais, td whom we have 
treaty commitments. 

If that means more air and logistical 
’ support — even more advisers — we sup- ’ 
port such temporary measures. If all our 
wars cost as little American blood, we 
■ would be fortunate. And if the Presi- 
dent’s critics are concerned about the 
escalation of the “secret” war, they 
ought to “tell it to Hanoi”: It is the ■ 
North Vietnamese, ultimately, who will' 
decide how much of a war it is to be. ■ 


» 

1 lit' 
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CROSBY S. NOYES 


Nixon Facing 't 


Delicate* Choice in Laos 


The current congressional 
upronr about our "secret war” 
In Laos is largely a reflection 
of the improved situation in 
our non-secret war in Viet- 
nam. 

In Vietnam, things arc grad- 
ually coming under control. 
President Nixon’s program of 
"Vielnamizntion” seems to be 
working better than even its 
arcliitects dared hope. The 
fact that almost alt of the 
news out of Saigon in recent 
. days has centered on the trial 
of an accused Communist 
sympathizer is a promising in- 
dicator that the fighting is 
winding down. 

In Laos, on the other hand, 
it is winding up, though on a 
far smaller scale. And so it is 
only natural that critics of our 
commitments in Asia who pro- 
fess to believe that the Presi- 
dent is anxious to get us in- 
volved in another war there 
should suddenly rediscover . 
Laos as a cause of primary 
concern. 

Still, with all due respect to 
Senate Majority Leader Mike 
Mansfield, it is not really true ‘ 
that we are already "up to our 
necks" in the war in Laos., 


ire 


Coihpnrcd to Vu-i 
more like up to our < , 

, And that nlso is tm - ■' .'i 

likely to stay. 1)« , • lire 
cries of alarm, it is almost 
unthinkable that there ever 
will be a massive American 
presence in Laos. 

We shall continue, no doubt, 
to supply arms and equipment 
to the Royal Lno forces as 
long as there arc any left. The 
CIA will continue to support 
and advise the dwindling num- 
ber of Mco tribesmen who 
have been fighting a delaying 
guerrilla action against the 
advancing Communists. 
Bombing missions from Thai- 
land and South Vietnam 
against North Vietnamese reg- 
ulars in Laos may go on. Nix- 
on in his policy talk yesterday 
said Hanoi had 67,000 combat 
troops in Laos. 

There is some danger, how- 
ever, that these efforts will not 
■ be enough. The possibility of a 

f eneral collapse of resistance 
y forces loyal to the govern- 
ment in Vientiane certainly 
> cannot be ruled out. If that 
should happen, the Commu- 
nists might find themselves in 
. control of the whole country, 
even if that It not their pres- 
ent intention- .. . 


The North Vietnamese have, 
in fact, some legal basis for 
coveting Laos. Ironically 
enough, the French, in the late 
lflth century, revived an old 
claim that all of the’ land cast 
of the Mekong River belonged 
to Vietnam. The claim con- 
ceivably could bo revived 
now to justify what would bo, 
in reality the military con- 
yfjuest of the country. 

Diplomatic moves to save 
the situation arc unlikely to be 
of much help. Souvanna Phou- 
ma, the Laotian premier, has 
" , been calling for a revival of 
. the 19G2 conference of 14 na- 
■ tions which "guaranteed” the 
neutrality of Laos and set up a 
coalition government of right- 
, ists, neutralists and Commu- 
' nists in Vientiane. Mansfield 
has suggested that the scope 
of the conference could be ex- 
panded to include all of South- 
east Asia. 

. What was possible in 1962, 

' however, seems improbable 
, today. Among the 14 nations 
that met in Geneva that year 
were Russia and China, who 
- no longer see eye to eye on 
, most problems. Neither are 
North Vietnam and the United . 
•; Stotos : likely to find them** 



selves in agreement on the fu- 
ture of Laos. 

Even if resistance in Laos 
< should collnpsa, It is most im* 
probable that Nixon would 
throw U.S. forces into the vac- 
uum, as President John F. 

■ Kennedy came close to doing 
in 1962. The far stronger possi- 
bility is that Thailand would 
see a Communist takeover 

j there as a direct threat to its 

■ security and take military ac- 
tion on its own. 

, What could then result 
. would be an international war 
.between Thailand and North 
J Vietnam, with - the unhappy 
; Laos in the position of the ham 
: in the sandwich. This, needless 
’ ' to say, hardly would represent 
' an improvement in the situa- 
tion from anyone’s point of 
view. 

; Nixon, in short, is up against 
one of those "basic and deli- 
, : cate” choices that he spoke of 
in his recent foreign policy 
. statement. "If , we limit our 

■ own involvement in the inter- 
est of encouraging local self- 

'. reliance,” he wrote, "and the 
. threat turns out to have been 
> more serious than we had- 
,1 judged, we will only have cre- 
ated still more dangerous 
; choices.” 

' And indeed, in the case of 
. Laos, that’s about the size of 
.’it. The United States has an 
interest in preventing a new 
international war in Southeast • 
;Asia that should be clear 
enough to all members of the 
Congress. If we can do this 
- within the scope of the limited 
i effort being made in Laos to- 
.day, wo can consider our- 
' selves very fortunate indeed. 
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The President said he conclud- 
ed that “our national, interest 
will be served by putting the 
subject into perspective through 
a precise description of our cur- 
rent activities in Laos.” 

He emphasized that all the 
United States has done and is 
doing in Laos is in response to 
“flagrant violations” of the Ge- 
neva accords by North Vietnam 
that began “before the ink was 
dry” on the 1962 neutrality 
agreements. 

North Viet Troops 

Instead of withdrawing all its 
armed forces from Laos in keep- 
ing with the accords, the North 
Vietnamese left more than 6,000 
troops in the country, Nixon 
said, while all the 666 Americans 
who had been assisting the royal 
Lao government were pulled 
out. 

Steadily growing over the. 
years, the number of North Viet- 
namese armed forces in Laos 
climbed to about 33,000 in 
mid-i9S7, 46,000 in mid-1908 and 
55,000 in mid-1969. More came in 
. during the last months of 1969 i 
i support, by a total of 643 Ameri- and in January this year to 
can military and civilian person-, bring the total now to an all- 

jncl on the ground in Laos. Ofti- time high of some 67,000 men, 
cials put the total ofU.S. mill- the President related, 
tary personnel in Laos at 228. By contrast, he said, the total 
\ Nixon, said he had not consid- number of Americans directly 
ered it in the national interest to; employed by the U.S. govern- 
disclose details of the American ment in Laos stands now at 616. 
role because it might hinder ef- In addition, there are 424 Ameri- 
forts to get North Vietnam to cans employed on contract to 
honor its pledge in the 1962 Ge- 1 the government or to govern- 
neva accords to respect the neu- 1 ment contractors, 
trality of Laos. • , ■ ■ . 7 ■> Of these 1,040 Americans, Nix- 

• . . on said the total number, mili- 

Change of Muul ' j tary and civilian, engaged in a 
He changed his mind because: 1 military advisory or military 


a Slor Slotf Wrltor ■ 

KEY BISCA YNE, Fla.- 
Public pressure spurred by Sen- 
ate critics has forced from Pres- 
ident Nixon the first official de- 
scription of what the United 
States has been doing for six 
years to help neutral Laos com- 
bat Communist aggression from 
North Vietnam. 

A “precise description” in a 
presidential statement yester- 
!day afternoon of what he termed 
limited, requested, supportive 
and defensive aid acknowledged 
that American warplanes “fly 
combat support missions for 
Laotion forces.” 

It also listed military advisory 
and training aid and logistics 


part in combat operations, he 
said “no American stationed in 
.Laos has ever been killed in 
'ground combat operations,” 


Peace “Highest Priority 1 
Declaring that “peace re- 
mains the iiighcst priority of this 
administration,” tho President 


His aide said that during the ? aid he ho P° 3 a “genuine quest 
some six years of American air , P eacc ” in both Laos and 
operations over Laos, a total of South Vietnam can now begin, 
less than 400 airmen have been i £ or Lac ! s < h ? said, the quest 
killed or reported missing in ac- 
tion. 


Uso of Bombers 


will require the efforts of the 
cochairrnan of the 1962 Geneva 
Conference — the Soviet Union 
and Great Britain — and tho 


This aide said presidential au- other signatory countries, 
thority is necessary for the use Ho saici he sent letters yester- 
of big B-52 American bombers in da y to British Prime Minister 
support of Laotian forces fight- Harold Wilson and Soviet Pre-' 
ing the Communist invaders in 1 ™ IC : r A 1 ® 3 ®* Kosygin “asking 


of intense public speculation and 
“grossly inaccurate” reports “to 
1 the effect that the United States 
‘involvement in Laos has sub- 
stantially increased in violation 
'of the Geneva accords, that 
• American ground forces are ’en- 
gaged in combat in Laos and 
j that our air activity has had 
J thc ; effect of escalating the con- 
jflict,” he said. . 

Things got to the point, a key 
presidential aide said, ' where 
Nixon had to judge between the 
impact of continued official se- 
crecy on tho confidence of 
Americans in their government; 
and the international impact of 
telling more about what is going 

Things 'got to the point, a key. 
presidential <jide said, ’ where 
Ni Sn had ,to judge between the 
impact, of'-eontinued official se- 
crepy^ on the confidence of 
A- ericans in their government, 
and the international impact of 
telling more about what is going 
Ion in Laos, 


' . _ 1 and logistic 
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training capacity is 320. Logistic 
personnel number 323. Officials 
said these 323 are almost entire- 
ly civilian contract personnel. 

CIA Personnel 

Neither the President nor his 
aide, who provided some addi- 
tional facts ’ in briefing news- 
men, broke down tho figures to 
show how many of the Ameri- 
cans helping the Laotian forces 
are employed by tho Centr. 
Intelligence Agency. 

The implication is that at least 
the difference between the total 
of 320 Americans engaged in 
military advising and training, 
and the total of 228 military per 
sonnel— or some 92— are CIA 
personnel. 

The President reaffirmed that 
“there are no American ground 
combat troops in Laos,” and 
■ there are no plans for sending 
| any. 

| Indicating that the Americans 
j engaged in advisory, training 


their help in restoring the 1962 
Geneva agreements” for Laos’ 
neutrality, independence and in- 
tegrity. 

The Geneva accords on Laos 
grew out of a concerted effort to 
resolve a 1961 crisis brought on 
by what Nixon called “open ag- 
gression” against Laos by North 
Vietnam. 

Nixon recalled that the late 
President John F. Kennedy said 
in March 1961 that “the security 
of Southeast Asia will be endan- 
gered if Laos loses its independ- 
ence.” 

Negotiations for a Laotian set- 
tlement opened in Geneva in 
May 1961. Fourteen months lat- 
er, in July 1962, the agreements 
for the neutralization' of Laos, 
under a coalition government 
headed by Souvanna Pbouma, 
were reached. Both North Viet- j 
nam and the Soviet Union 
backed Souvanna Phouma at the 
time. 

Record of Fighting 

Reciting some history to make 
the point that. Laos is an inherit- 
ed problem for him, Nixon said 
fighting resumed in 1963 and has 
continued since, with forces op- 
posing the government being led 
and dominated throughout by 
the North Vietnamese. 

President Kennedy started 
providing American aid in the 

j ferm of supplies and munitions 
at Laotian request in 1963. 

I In May 1964, President Lyndon 
Ti. Johnson responded to re- 
quests to meet North Vietnam- 
escalation of the fighting by 


the vicinity of the Plain of Jars 
— and has been granted only 
once. Other support missions are 
flown by fighter-bombers. 

He emphasized that there has 
been just one B-52 raid in north- 
ern Laos — as distinct from 
bombing of the Ho Chi Minh 
Trail to interdict the flow of 
North Vietnamese men and sup- 
plies into South Vietnam. 

During tho Communist buildup 
for the recent offensive that 
swept over the Plain of Jars, he 
said, the President constantly 
rejected proposals to use the 
B-52s against tempting targets 
because he did not want to pro- 
vide possible provocation for the 
attack on the Laotian defenders 
that came anyway. 

Despite the “flagrant violar 
tions” of the Geneva accords tit- 
led by the President,' ho risked 
Communist charges that the 
United States is violating those 
accords by disclosing as much 
detail as he did in his statement 
yesterday. North Vietnam, with 
67,000 troops in Laos, never has 
admitted having anybody there. 

But he was not admitting vio- 
lation, 

U.S. Attitude ' _ T _ 1 

The presidential briefing aide 
was asked specifically if Nixon s 
statement was an admission 
that the United States also had 
violated the Geneva agreements 
in response to Communist viola- 

tions. . , . „ , 

The aide replied to this effect: 

There is no judicial process 
that determines what you a; 

US trainibg »J ,=- 
Vi . , t “ rtnv3rnment is gistic support. At the same time, 
Si" TtS e S in “if S» United Stales “began flying 
defense. Our view is that the certain interdictory missions, 
Geneva agreements are still val- against invaders who were vio- 
ld Wc want them restored. Ail ing Lao neu rahty ” 
our activities are at tho request I Nixon’s briefing aide made the 
of r the government headed by point that the total number of 
Prince Souvanna Phouma that ; U.S. personnel in Laos has re- 
was totalled by North Vietnam jmaincd constant since his ad- 
and the Soviet Union. They have | ministration came into oftice. 
been in response to North Viet- He said there is no plan to rn- 
violations, and at the | crease it. 


namese 

request of the Laotian govern- 
ment. ; 
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The aide said he did believe it 
would be in the national interest 


continued 



2 
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to say categorically what the 
United States will or will not do 
in response to further escalation 
of the conflict by the North Viet- 
namese. 

He emphasized, however, that 
under no circumstances will the 
President send ground combat 
troops into Laos without asking 
congressional approval first. 

And he said he does not believe 
this is likely. 
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Air America C-123 cargo planes land supplies at 
the Sam Thong air strip, 20 miles southwest 


—United Press International 

from the Plain of Jars in Laos, while work on 
the strip is still in progress. ' . A 
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U. S. Involved In Laos? 


1 Despite disclaimers by the Nixon 
administration, is the U. S. getting 
too deeply involved in the conflict 
1 in Laos? 

Some members of Congiess 
think so and there is, indeed, con- 
siderable evidence of a pattern sim- 
ilar to that of our Vietnam exper- 
ience. 

i The Nixon administration says 
I we are not going to get involved 
in the war other than to lend air 
support to non-Communist Lao- 
tians. 

But U. S. television audiences 
have seen, evidence o LXLA and 
intelligence operations in Laos and 
there have been numerous recent 
incidents of U. S. aircraft apparent- 
ly operating in support of Royal 
, Laotian forces. 

Laos, of course, is right next door 
to Vietnam and the country through 
which the Ho Chi Minh Trail, a 
major Communist supply line, pass- 
es. 

It its not hard to see how two 


wars could easily become mixed 
up. Indeed, a lot of hair-splitting is 
required by the U. S. command to 
determine whether our aircraft are 1 
pursuing Viet Cong forces or, in' 
fact, are facing at times the Pathet 
Lao, the Reds who are hand in' 
glove with the North Vietnamese. , 
Laos was a problem fpr the U. S. j 
even before we became so deeply 1 
involved in Vietnam. Like Vietnam, 
it is a divided country and efforts, 
to form a coalition government 
have not been notably successful. 

The country has from two to 
three million inhabitants, no paved 
roads, no railroads and two-thirds! 
of it is a mountainous jungle. '' 

Our military involvement in suchj 
a land would, to put it mildly, be 
most distasteful. j 

The Nixon administration is‘ 
aware of this fact and there is rea- 
son to believe every effort will be 
made to draw the line somewhere. 

But the situation is fraught with 
danger. ^ ^ __ •; • \ ; . > 
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War in Laos- 
strange 



'l-.l 
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By Raymond R. Coffey 

Laotians call their country "The Kingdom '*■ 
of the Million Elephants and the Royal White r 
Parasol.” j 

And that unlikely name Is no more unlikely j 
than everything else about the mountainous, 1 
thickly jungled Southeast Asian land where ,1 
the United States finds itself deeply Involved '‘j 
in a long-running war that some fear may 
become another Vietnam. 

To start with, Laos is not really a country; 
it is more the whimsical creation of old' 
French colonial map makers. j 

It has two capitals, the royal capital at 
Luang Prabang, where the king resides in 
thorough obscurity, and the administrative ' , 
capital at Vientiane. But the whole country ■ 1 
has only one high school and the courses are j. 
taught in French. j 


,i? ,: .wT'! 

pitelal i 

|g§|| | 

and watching movies made in Red! 


leyball 

China. j 

- , The head of government, the prime mlnX 
ister, is Prince Souvanna Phouma. The nomWJ 
nal head of the Pathet Lao Is none other than 1 
his half-brother, Prince Souphanouvong. 

But the man the United States is betting 
most of its chips on In the struggle for Laos is 
a major general named Vang Pao, a member 
of the minority Meo tribe, who ha 3 half a 
dozen wives, used to be a sergeant in the 
French colonial army, and has been treated 
.by his American sponsors to a trip to Dls- 
neyland, and back. - ^ 

-Vang Pao heads a "clandestine" army of 
about 40,000 men, which Is financed and 
trained by the Central Intelligence Agency j 
and is r v being supported by U.S. Air Force 
bonitum; i aids, . , * . ■ 

OUT PERHAPS THE unlikellest thing of all! 
about the Laotians, who have been engaged in 
a nonstop war for well over a decade now, is 
that they are, surely, one of the world's least 



f THE PRINCIPAL INDUSTRIES v - *• 

f traffic, gold smuggling and official corrup- i 
i Won. the last made possible and profitable'! 
t mainly by the hundreds of millions of U.S. j ! W “ Lke , people - 
dollars poured into Laos in the last :12 years ' j ! ■ The idea °* ki *ling each other has absolutely 
| or so. ’ no appeal to these incredibly easygoing, live* 

f, The native Communist Pathet Lao, along and-let-Uve people. j 

with the North Vietnamese, are one of the ; 

‘ forces engaged in the war against the govern* j 


An American military adviser once "re~ 
marked that being a company commander in! 
the Royal Laotian Army was like being a' 
scoutmaster in the United States, "except that 
the Boy Scouts are a lot more bloodthirsty." 

And a Gree n Beret master sergeant in Viet* 
aimed high, deliberately missing, when they] 
fired their carbines in combat. They ex-f 
pected, .of course, that the enemy would re- j 
Raymond R. Coffey, national Wrn the courtesy. . j </ 

correspondent of The Daily BEFORE GOING INTO combat, the Green < 
News, has covered the war Beret said, the soldiers, who like all Laotians i 
in Vietnam and other major put great trust in assorted spirits, would -i 
stories in Southeast Asia, make small clay figures of Buddha and then ■* 

-A At-* ,1 . . -> 



Coffey 


This clear report on the 
Kingdom of the Million Ele- 
phants Is an important prim- 
er on what may become a 
new Vietnam. 


But these same Pathet Lao maintain a 
small headquarters compound in the capital at', 
Vientiane where h small detachment of sol-! 


•take potshots at them until they missed one. 

They would then wear the one they missed^ 
ground their neck as a good luck :omen. J 

, And that Is the kind of place arid kind of ] 
situation In which there Is now fear that the i 
United States may find Itself. With -.another! 
Vietnam on its 1 hands, 


diers on gum0 ftlc£M4Qiwcn &lii 
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Laos ‘Secret War’ Stirs Fear. 


of Second Viet Nam for XJ.S. 


... A , , ... Nixon has acknowledged American planes 

This Is the first of (wo articles on the cx- ^ bomb . t , )0 Ho c)li Minh trail in southern 

tent and nature of our Involvcmcat In the war • ... -- — 


Laos In an nttempt to slow the pace of sup- 
in Laos and how that involvement grew. . pljcs an(1 rC pi aeC mcnt 9 from North Vlct Nam 


BY FRED FARRAR and JAMES YUENGER into South Viet Nam. This was at a press 
Washington, March 5-As the Nixon ad- ; conference last December 15. But he ended up 

•ministration proceeds with its announced j b y ( Say mg:. 

thr* mniorifv nf American* _ . 


Also the United States does 
havo military men stationed in 
Laos who in effect function as 
advisers to the royal Laotian 
army and air force. 


- 41 _ . . . . ... « 0I1 1 think the public interest would be : 

policy of pulling the majority of American scrvcc j b y any £ ul tlier discussion." I 

troops out of Viet am, there is increasing # prcss con [ crC ncc last Sept. 15 he said .', 
concern here that the United States is head-. , *Qj e United States is. "providing logistical sup-';' 
ing toward another Viet Nam in the strategic }• ^ an{ j ^ training" for the .royal Laos, 
kingdom of Laos. ’ gover nment to keep it from falling under 

This concern is not only' over whether the#-*’ 


United States is . getting into another Viet ( 
Nam in Laos, but also whether ths adminis- 
tration— or any administration— can get theC 
United States involved in a war without tho 
expressed concent of lhe,Congrcss„ 

Tribesmen Aided by U. S. ’? 

This' concern began to mount last Septem'-,. 
ber when a pro-government force of about., 
15.000 Meo tribesmen, with the help of United 
States fighter-bombers based in Thailand,, 
caputred the strategic Plain of Jars in north- 
ern Laos for tme first time in four years; i.] 
It continued to mount in the last few weeks 
"when communist forces rc-took the plain’, 
despite increased pressure from the American 
fighter-bombers plus the first use so far of, 

' giant B-52 bombers in northern Laos. 

The B-52s reportedly were used for only , 
two days and then called off when they foiled 
to halt the enemy drive. 

\ The result was a series of charges, many; 1 
of them coming from members of the Senate 
foreign relations committee, that the ad- 
ministration is running and escalating a secret . 
war in Laos without letting the people of 
this country know. what is going' on there 
and without consulting Congress. 

There also were charges, based mainly on 
what the critics say are published reports 
from Laos, that the Meo force is paid, trained,. 
? advised, and supplied by the central intelli- 
gence agency. 

And depending on what report is being 
; quoted, the CIA is using special forces tor 
Green Beret] troops on detached duty and 
•wearing civilian clothes from the army or 
former special forces men recruited espe- 
cially for the job. 

Answers Not Easy to Learn 

Those are the charges, and charges are . 
■relatively easy to come by. But what actually. 
doc3 American, involvement in Laos amount 


i communist domination. He 
. .added: "We do have aerial ; 
! reconnaissance: we do perhaps 
have some other activities. I 
• won’t discuss those other activ- 
ities at this time.” 

As pieced together from a ; 
variety of sources, this is a 1 
review of what the United 
States is doing in Laos. 

' It has been an open secret for 
years that American planes 
flying from Thailand and else- 
where have been making air 
strikes against North Viet- 
namese and Pathet Lao [the 
, Laotian equivalent of the Viet 
Cong] troops and fortifications 
in the areas they hold in 
northern and northeastern 
Laos. 

i ■ The cover story is that these 
arc armed reconnaissance mis- 
sions flown at the request of 
the royal Laotian government. 
■But they are in effect tactical 
i air strikes made in support of 
government forces. 


193 Flyers Missing 
’ Thcso strikes, along with air 
strikes on the IIo Chi Minh trail 
, in Laos, have not been made 
Without losses; Since Jan. 1, 
1961, a total of 193 air force, 
p navy and marine flyers havo 
|. been listed as missing in action 
over Laos. 

V In recent weeks. Informed 
; sources say, American aircraft 
havo been flying from 450 to 500 
i- sorties a day over Laos. 

- But thcso are approximately 
i equally divided between sorties 
against the Ho Chi Minh 
, . trail— which therefore must bo 
counted as part of the war ini 
; Viet Nam— and the rest of 
i Laos. • . jj 


to? 


'The 
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Forbidden by Accords 
But the Geneva accords of 
1902, which were supposed to 
make Laos a neutral buffer 
slate between North Viet Nam 
i and Red China on the north 
' and Thailand on the south, 
forbids the introduction of 
outside military forces into 
Laos. 

So these American service- 
men are officially^ listed as 
: attaches to the An .irican em- 
bassy in Vientiane/the admin- 
istrative capital of Laos. 

The state department’s 
foreign service list issued this 
month lists only eight military 
attaches as being attached to 
the embassy, but published 
reports from Laos say the 
figure is closer to too. 

The state department also 
1 iays that the United States 
government has only about 500 
Americans In Laos. But again, 
reports from Laos put the 
figure at approximately 1,000. 

The cover story of listing 
advisers as military attaches is 
i so transparent that in the 
(■ Pentagon the so-called attaches 
t ays that the United States 
government has only about 500 
Americans In Laos. But again, 
reports from Laos put the 
figuro at approximately 1,000. 

The cover story of listing 
advisers as military attaches is 
'so transparent that in the 
' Pentagon tho so-called attaches 
: arc often openly referred to as 
advisers. 

As late as last Feb. 26 Laird 1 
referred to ■ "our advisors” 

■ in Laos while talking to news- 
men. The department later 
explained that Laird really* 
meant to say attaches. 

The central intelligence 
'.agency responds with its usual 
"no comment” when asked 
about its reported support and : 
direction of the Meo force and 
i its employment of either for- 
V mer or current Green Berets to 
j work with the Mcos. 

I' But. as far as is known, it 
: hasn’t been assuring newsmen 
iorrpttrihutioa 


—mainly because of the refusal of the admin- 
, istration to go beyond generalities. President 


Ofllg so. 
conti nm^ 
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House and Senate during which the dKTering 
views of both the majority and minority of 
the Tusk Force will be considered and I in- 
vlto your attention again to the separate and 
opposing views which were included In the 
Task Force report. 

Sincerely, 

Clifford F. Hansen, 

U.S. Senator. 


ORDER OP BUSINESS t 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tern- t 
pore. The Senate will now proceed to the 
transaction of routine morning business,, I 
with statements limited to 3 minutes. < 
Mr. SYMINGTON. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that I may proceed 
for 5 minutes. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- , 
_pore. Without objection, it is so ordered. ; 

G McMURTRIE GODLEY-— AMBAS- , 
SADOR OR PROCONSUL IN LAOS 

Mr. SYMINGTON. Mr. President, last 
month an Associated Press story with a 
Vientiane, Laos, dateline reported on the 
activities in Laos of three American 
newsmen; and also gave a statement, 
purportedly made by U.S. Ambassador 
to aos, G, McMurtrie Godley, that "the. 
American mission has lost any interest 
in helping out the press whatsoevoi be- 
et 56 of what happened this afternoon. 

i ask unanimous consent that this 
newsstory of last February 24 be in- 
serted at this point in the Record. 

There being no objection, the news 
article was ordered to be printed in the 
Record, as follows; 

Laotians Arrest Three Newsmen 
Vientiane, Laos. — Laotian army "troops 
today arrested three Western newsmen who 
made their way unannounced to the gov- 
ernment base at Long Cheng. They were 
later released to a U.S. Embassy official. 

G. McMurtrie Godley, the U.S. ambassa-, 
dor to Vientiane, said in a statement that 
“the American mission has lost any inter- 
est in helping out the press whatsoever^ be- 
cause of what happened this afternoon, He 
did not elaborate. 

The newsmen, arrested were John Saar oi 
Life magazine, Max Colffalt, of Agency 
France Press, and Timothy Allman, a part- 
time employe for the New York Times and 
Bangkok Post. 

Newsmen attempting to cover the fast- 
breaking developments In Laos have been 
forced to rely largely on American mission 
sources for thol r Information, and on the 
mission for tra; ;portatlon to battle areas. 

The U.S, mission has been reluctant to 
Intercede with the Laotian government to 
help newsmen visit areas where fighting Is 
going on. 

Saar, Colffalt and Allman were among a 
group of newsmen who last week made a 
visit to Sam Thong, a supply and medical 
center southwest of the Plain of Jars. They 
had chartered an Air America transport plane 
with the consent of the U.S. Embassy and 
the Laotian government. 

The three newsmen were last seen walk- 
ing along a road leading to Long Chong, 
headquarters for Gen. Vang Pao, 15 miles 
away. 

Vang commands Laotian forces In the 


Commitments Abroad of the Senate For- 
eign Relations Committee, I have had 
with the Secretary of State in connec- 
tion with the desire of the subcommittee 
to hear Ambassador Godley. I ask 
unanimous consent that a letter from 
me of February 25 to the Secretary of 
State, also a letter from me to him a week 
later, March 2, plus thc'Sccretary’s reply 
of March 4, plus my reply of March 5 to 
that letter, be inserted at this point in 
the Record. , 

There being no objection, _ the letters 
were ordered to be printed in the Rec- 
ord, as follows; 

Subcommittee on UA, Security 
Agreement and Commitments 
Abroad 

February 25, 1970. 

Hon. William P. Rogers, 

Secretary of State, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Secretary: In view of recent 
press reports of serious lighting In Laos, and 
the difficulties which have been reported by 
press representatives in Laos in ascertaining 
the facts, we request that Ambassador G. 
McMurtrie Godley be directed to return to 
Washington as soon as possible " to appear 
before the Subcommittee on United States 
Security Agreements and Commitments 
Abroad. 

Sincerely yours, 

Stuart Symington, 

Chairman. 


Mr, SYMINGTON. Mr. President, yes- 
terday the State Department released 
a summary of some correspondence 
that, as chairman of the Subcommit- 
tee on U.S. Security Agreements and 


March 2, 1970, 

Hon. William P. Rogers, 

Secretary of State, Department of State, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Secretary: On February 25 we re- 
quested that Ambassador Godley appear at 
his earliest convenience before the Subcom- 
mittee on United States Security Agreements 
and Commitments Abroad of the Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

Would you kindly let us know when we 
can expect his appearance. 

Sincerely, 

Stuart Symington. 

The Secretary op State, 
Washington, March 4, 1970. 
Hon. Stuart Symington, 

Chairman, Subcommittee on U.S. Security 
Agreements and Commitments Abroad, 
Committee on Foreign Relations, U.S. 
Senate. 

Dear Stu: I have received your letter of 
February 25th requesting that Ambassador 
Godley bo brought back to appear before 
your Subcommittee on United States Secur- 
ity Agreements and Commitments Abroad, 

I am sure you will understand that because 
of the serious situation presently existing in 
Laos, it is not possible to say at this time 
exactly when Ambassador Godley will bo 
available. As soon as the situation makes it 
feasible for him to return to this. country, we 
will arrange to have him do so and ho will 
of course be prepared to appear bofore your 
Subcommittee at that time. 

With best personal regards, 

Sincerely, 

William P. Rogers, 
March 5, 1970. 

Hon. William P. Rogers, 

Secretary of State, Department of State, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Bill: Acknowledging your note of 
March 4 rc Ambassador Godley, could you 
let us know when we can expect him? We 
are anxious to have him as soon as possible, 
Warm regards. 

Sincerely, 

■ Stuart Symington. 

Mr. SYMINGTON. Mr. President, I 
[ regret that apparently Ambassador God- 


ley will not be available for some time 
because it would seem that it is in the 
public interest for him to appear before 
the subcommittee as soon as possible. 

If our fighting is to continue in Lao 
however, I can understand why there i~ 
no desire to return the Ambassador, be- 
cause when I was last in Laos, some _ 2 Vst 
years ago, the Ambassador at that time, 
in addition to his normal State Depart- 
ment functions, was not only directly 
supervising the extensive military and 
nonmilitary activities of the various 
U.S, intelligence agencies in that coun- 
try, but was also directing the time, 
place, and nature of all other U.S, mili- 
tary activities against North Laos. 

In passing, although traveling on offi- 
cial business as a member of both the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee and 
the Senate Armed Services Committee, 
even then I was not fully informed of 
some of our military activities, at the 
time of this visit or on previous visits; 
and only learned of these activities as a 
result of sworn testimony before the 
subcommittee in question during hear- 
ings held last October. 

I did learn, however, that at that time 
the Ambassador was also acting as chief 
of staff of U.S. military efforts in the 
northern part of that country; and if 
that is what he is doing now, and because 
. recently there has been heavy escalation 
of U.S. participation in this northern 
Laos war. I can understand why there 
is some resistance to bringing him back 
at this time. 

I would hope, however, that as soon as 
possible we can And out more about 
just what is going on in that country; 
and Ambassador Godley — based on his 
duties, perhaps it would be better to call 
him Proconsul Godley — is obviously the 
best person to supply that information. 

As background to the importance of 
this request is an article in the press this 
morning, which article says that Prince 
Souvanna Phouma of Laos is apparently 
now following the sanctuary policy of 
1 Prince Sihanouk of Cambodia; this m 
’ that he is now offering to the military 
forces of North Vietnam free access to 
£ the Ho Chi Minh trails that are supply- 
r ing the enemy in South Vietnam; this 
3 offer provided the North Vietnamese de- 
" sist in their offensive action against 
Northern Laos, 

a I ask unanimous consent that this 
e article this morning in the Washington 
° Post, entitled “Laos Offers Hanoi Trail 
■t use if it Quits Rest of Country" be in- 
serted at this point.in the Record. 

, There being no objection, the article 
" was ordered to be printed in the Rec- 
ord, as follows: 

[From the Washington Post, Mar. 6, 19701 
• Laos Offers Hanoi Trail Use if It Quits 
Rest of Country 

Vientiane, March 6. — Prime Minister 
Prince Souvanna Phouma reiterated today 
e ‘ he would tolerate North Vietnamese use of 
- the Ho Chi Minh trail through southern Laos 
01 if the North Vietnamese would withdraw 
from the rest of the country, 
i ® "X told the ambassador from North Vlet- 
e ‘ nam last year that we will accept the use 
of the trail by North Vietnamese troops with 
the condition that those troops withdrew 
from the important regions of Laos,” he 
I told a news conference. 

Souvaijna’s renewal of the offer comes al- 
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most on the eve of an expected White House 
announcement this wcele shedding new light 
on the U.S. role in Laos, where the main 
U.S. involvement is in blocking the North 
Vietnamese supply route to South Vietnam 
over the Ho Chi Minh Trail. The renewal 
oiler also comes ns the Laotian government 
is under Increased military pressure from 
the North Vietnamese. 

Wlicn he first mnclc the offer, Hanoi 
looted it because ho would not invoke his 
authority to tell the Americans to stop 
bombing the trail. Ho said publicly that . 
he had told the North Vietnamese that what 
went happened around the trail was be- 
tween them and the Americans. 

The Premier said: "The Ho Chi Minh Trail, 
after all, runs across the deserted part of 
our country. What we would like to sec is 
that the North Vietnamese will not come to 
destroy our towns, villages and economy. 

Prince Souvanna was asked if American air 
raids over Laos constituted a violation ^of 
the 1962 Genova agreement. He replied. "No. 
Yon must distinguished between two 
things — cause and effect. The cause is the 
North Vietnamese Interference In Laos. 

“After 1962, there was no withdrawal of 
North Vietnamese troops, and X asked for 
American intervention only In May, 1064, 
after the North Vietnamese had attacked the 
neutralist forces in the Plain of Jars. Re- 
move the cause and the effect will disappear, 
withdraw the North Vietnamese troops and 
the bombing will stop." 

Asked If American planes would also stop 
bombing the Ho Chi Minh Trail, he sad, "X 
cannot say. That is a matter for the Ameri- 
cans to decide." 

Prince Souvanna said ho did not consider 
the fall of the Plain of Jars dramatic bccauso 
this was only a return to the situation of 
five years ago when the North Vietnamese 
first overran the plain. 

He said, however, “This offensive is differ- 
ent by virtue of the use of tanks, of new 
model artillery . . ." But, he added, "no mat- 
» ter what will happen, we remain confident 
in facing the danger." 

The Premier said he would not accept aid 
In the form of foreign troops to fight against 
the North Vietnamese. “We want to limit the 
invasion and we don’t want other foreign 
troops other than the North Vietnamese 
who are already here,” ho said. 


Mr. CHURCH. Mr. President., will the 
Senator yield? . 

Mr. SYMINGTON. I am glad to yield 
to my able and distinguished colleague 
from Idaho, 

Mr. CHURCH.. Mr. President, I want 
to commend the Senator from. Missouri 
for his persistent efforts to get the facts 
concerning the nature and extent of the 
American involvement in Laos. During 
my lifetime, this country has fought two 
undeclared wars. This is the first time 
it has fought an undisclosed war. _ 

The American people arc entitled to 
have all of the facts, and to have them 
now. If the President does make a 
full disclosure this weekend, I think 
much of the credit will go to the Sena- 
tor from Missouri and to other members 
of the Foreign Relations Committee who 
have been insisting that the cloak of- 
secrecy be removed from our involvement 
in the combat in Laos, and that the 
American people have a complete and 
full statement given them concerning 

the facts. , , 

I think the Senator renders a great 
service to the country, and I simply want 
to associate myself with his effort and 
commend him for what ho is doing. 


Mr. SYMINGTON. I thank the dis- 
tinguished Senator from Idaho, one of 
the wisest of all members of the Foreign 
Relations Committee. He is much too 
kind in what he says with respect to my. 
activities. I would say that he, as well 
as two distinguished Senators I see on 
the floor this morning, the able majority 
leader and the able senior Senator from 
Oregon (Mr. Hatfield), have had at 
least as much to do with the bringing 
out this problem. . . , . . 

I have not necessarily criticized what 
was going on in Laos, from the stand- 
point of whether it is right, or whether 
it is wrong. I have my opinions, but I do 
not know. What I do know, however, as 
the able Senator from Idaho has so ably 
pointed out, is that this is the first undis- 
closed war, to the best of his or my 
knowledge, we have ever fought with the 
military forces of the United States; ana 
our military forces are just as much air 
and sea as they are ground. 

Therefore, the primary thrust of what 
I have been trying to do, and, what is 
more important, what the subcommittee 
which I have the honor to chair has 
been trying to do, is to get the facts be- 
fore the people. In this connection wo . 
are only following the recommendation 
of President Nixon presented in the first 
paragraph of his televised speech last 
November 3. I ask unanimous consent 
that the first paragraph of that address, 
be inserted at this point in the Record. 

There being no objection, the para- 
graph was ordered to be printed m the 
Record, as follows: 

I bellcvo that one of the reasons for the 
deep division about Vietnam Is that many 
Americans have lost confidence In what the 
Government has told them about our policy. 
The American people cannot and should no 
he asked to support a policy wMchlnvolvcB 
the overriding Issues of war and peace unless 
thye know the truth about that policy, 

Mr. MANSFIELD. . Mr. President, I 
wish to associate myself with the re- 
marks of the distinguished Senator from 
Missouri, who has been doing an out- 
standing job, in executive session, in 
trying to lay the facts before the com- 
mittee, at least, and, hopefully, the Sen- 
ate and the American people, in terras 
of just what our involvement is in tne 
arc all the way from Thailand to Korea 
in the north, with a number of coun- 
tries in between. 

I am glad to note by press accounts 
that there is a good possibility that the 
administration will make a statement 
on Laos very shortly; and I am very 
hopeful that an accord can be reached 
between the distinguished chairman ot 
the Symington subcommittee and the 
State Department, which will bring 
about a release of at least as much ot 
the hearing's — and without violating se- 
curity. — which have been held up by the 
State Department and which have been- 
held in a state of limbo for 5 months 
up to this day. ... ,,, 

Mr. SYMINGTON. Mr. President, will 
the Senator yield? 

Mr. MANSFIELD. I yield. 

Mr. SYMINGTON. I appreciate the 
remarks of the distinguished majority 
leader. It is universally recognized in 


this body as well as in. the other body.; . 
where he served long and well that no i 
one knows more about the history of/ 
what was Indochina and the Far East, 
than does he, I am grateful that' he 
emphasizes the fact we are all trying 
not to criticize necessarily what is go- 
ing on, but to find out what Is going pn, 
policies, programs, and actions that have 
to do with lives of young Americans and 
the treasure of all of us. 

Mr. MANSFIELD. May I express my 
thanks to the distinguished Senator 
from Missouri and say that the sugges- 
tions which have been made should 
react, in my opinion, to the benefit of 
the administration. I am well aware of 
the fact that the President did not start 
this war. He inherited it and he is sad- 
dled with it. I am hopeful, when he has 
made his statement, and an accord can 
be reached between the State Depart- 
ment and the distinguished Senator 
from Missouri, that the fires which are 
rapidly spreading will at least be 
damped as a result. 

Mr. HATFIELD. Mr. President, will 
the Senator yield? 

Mr. MANSFIELD. I yield. 

Mr. HATFIELD. Mr. President, I as- 
sociate myself with the comments of 
the distinguished Senator from Missouri 
this morning. I would hope that out of 
these disclosures, or out of further con- 
tact with the Defense Department, 
among other things we might obtain any 
new definitions of what constitutes a 
“combatant” or a "military action.” 

There has been a great deal of dis- 
cussion, both in the public press and 
otherwise, that we have people in civilian 
clothes operating in a military capacity. 

If we have some new definitions as 
to what constitutes involvement, de- 
pending upon the kind of clothes that 
people wear, I think we ought to get 
that clearly understood as well. 

So I hope the Senator will press mr- 
ward as he has been doing, not only 
to obtain full disclosure of the facts, 
but for any new definitions being ap- 
plied today that are not in the con- 
ventional or familiar form of the defi- 
nitions as we have known them, as to 
what constitutes "military involve- 
ment,” and what might constitute ‘ CiA 

involvement.” „ , 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The time allotted to the Senator 
from Montana has expired. 

Mr. MANSFIELD. I ask unanimous 
consent to proceed for 3 additional min- 

U The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so ordered. 


DR. MENNINGER FAVORS LOWER- 
ING THE VOTING AGE TO i3 

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President. Dr. 
W Walter Mcnninger is the youngest 
member and the only psychiatrist on tne 
13-member National Commission, on lag 
C auses and Prevention of Violence. This 
C ommission was appointed by President 
Johnson in June of 1968. Its report was 
made in December 1969. 

Dr. Menninger is the third geneiaUon 
member of the famous Topeka psyehiat- 
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about the structural changes In tho ccon- n 
omv and the barriers In tbo way of con- 1 
numeral and small businessmen who would 
contribute to moving us closer to a U'oo 1 

enterprise economy. 

We arc caught up In the greatest merger i 
wave in history. The result 1 b that in 1968, 
the 100 largest corporations controlled ns- c 
seta equal to those of the 200 top companies ] 
In 1950— and of tho top 1,000 com- i 
panics 111 1041. Tim top 200 companies i 
now control GO percent of all manufacturing ] 
assets. The distasteful democratic and social i 
Implications of this Increasing concentration ' 
of economic power, to me, aro self-evident. 
The impact on competition Is still being ex- 
amined and line-by-line, the book of experi- 
ence is being written, i 

But one fact Is clear: Increasingly tho 
competition which docs exist centers on 
such tilings as product differentiation or 
the clever ad — rather than to delivering tho 
best quality at tho best prlco, tho hallmark 
of a competitive system. In Tact, I some- 
times get the feeling In listening to testi- 
mony before the subcommittee tbat prlco 
competition has been moved over to the list 
of characteristics of "destructive competi- 
tion" by many businessmen. 

It Is small wonder that tho phenomena of 
the '60s— consumerism— ennio about. 

Consumerism — like all revolutions — Is 
merely the lava flowing from a volcano of 
frustration. 

Consumers who sought to mako the best 
buy" In supermarkets, department stores, 
discount houses, and cuch were frustrated 
In not having the proper Information to mako 
a rational Judgment. Consumers who mado 
purchases were frustrated In attempts to get 
complaints adjusted. Consumers who bought 
warrantled products were frustrated by tho 
Inadequacy of service. Consumers who re- 
sponded to clover ads and bought tho prod- 
uces were frustrated to find they didn’t get 
what tho nd had led them to believe they 
would. ...... 

And beneath It all, was the suspicion that 
when X-dollars wero spent. X-dollars worth 
of product wasn't received. 

In other words, consumers may have been 
the first to detect that this indeed Is not a 
free enterprise economy. For Instead of the 
buyer being king, he docs not — and cannot — 
make his commands be acted on. At firct this 
awareness was a personal — and a quiet— 
thing. For consumers. I suspect, were a bit 
embarrassed to admit that they were not 
able to cope with the challenge of spending 
their money wisely. 

But gradually awareness grew that tho ex- 
perience was not unique — but universal. 
Further, Introduction of such , bills us Truth 
in Lending and Truth in Packaging gave 
birth to hope that It wan, after all, posslblo 
for the little man to fight tho big corpora- 
tions. President Kennedy gave them new 
spirit when ho declared that consumers had 
rights. 

Congress — at least the Democratic por- 
tion — ever since has been trying to deliver 
protection for thoso rights John Kennedy 
spelled out. The progress has not been 
easy . . . nor has thcro been enough. 
But I think tho ball Is rolling and will 
continue to roll. 

However. I'm concerned that wo may be- 
come so busy with mopping up tho lava and 
building fences to contain it, that wo will 
not got to tho more Important Job of tear- 
ing down tho volcano of frustration. 

It Is to this demolition Job that I call for 
dedication from the Democratic party today. 

What Is needed. I think, Is an offensive) 
and defensive team approach. 

The defensive role la government's. 

First. If we are to enjoy tho freo enter- 
prise system in a form as close to perfection 
os humanly posslblo, govemmont must uso 
the antitrust laws to their fullest In guar- 


antconlng a marketplace full of vlablo. and » 
honestly competing competitors. ° 

The concentration wavo must be halted n 
by prohibiting all mergers that may sub- 
nluntlally lessen competition — bo It In a f 
market, tho nation, or the world. t 

In 19G8, thcro wero 192 acquisitions or 
companies having assets of $10 million or t 
more— these would bo tho companies In tho i. 
middle strata, which normally would bo vl- r 
able competitors with the promise of growth, l 
Elghty-n In o of those acquisitions were not s 
even casually looked at by cither the Federal I 
Trade Commission or the Department off 
Justice. Yet they were the mergers most 1 
likely to hamper competition. In my book < 
each merger Involving companies of this 
Eire should bo examined. To do so will ro- 
ciuiro adequate funding for tho antitrust 
agencies— something they have not had in . 

^ Also! care fill y study must bo made of exist- j 
in" concentration to determine where It is 
hampering competition to the disadvantage 
of consumers. 

Competitive Impact must bo considered 
not only when matters aro being studied by 
tho antitrust agencies but each tlmo another 
government agency moves — bo It tho FCO, 
tho ICC. tho FDA or even tho State Depart- 
ment. (The latter agency we learned during 
our Investigation had a significant rolo In 
aiding tho quinine cartel In cornering the 
world market In the drug.) 

Tho offensive team would bo made up of|— ’ 
both government and tho public — divided! 
Into consumers and competitors. When the\ 
antitrust laws wore enacted as the best means 
of protecting a competitive system, Congrcs-s 
6aw tho importance of private enforcement, 
ns a supplement to government actions, Rec- 
ognizing that government neither could — • 
nor should— bo tho policeman In every com- 
mercial outlet. It encouraged thoso citizens 
hurt by unfair or anticompetitive actions to 
sue for rollof. Treble damage provisions wero 
, included In the antitrust laws as the carrot 
on tho stick to encourage such suits as woll 
as to provide a deterrent to would-be ylo- 
lators. . 

Unfortunately, private enforcement nos 
been a disappointment. 

This is partly because an antitrust suit is 
an expensive proposition — discovery costs 
alone can run $100,000 In an average suit— 
and the burdens of proof are extremely hard 

for a private plaintiff to bear. 

Obviously, government must case the path 
somewhat If It expects assistance from the 
public bringing such suits. 

Several bills which would do this are now 
pending In Congress— and I urge your dedl- 
. cation to their enactment. 

Of most significant Impact no doubt 
would bo action to mako It easier to bring 
. class action suits — either on behalf of busl- 
i ncssmen or consumers commonly injured. 

My proposal in this area Is to open up en- 
forcement of section 6 of the Federal Trade 
' Act— which flatly prohibits all unfair or de- 
, ceptlvo nets In commerce — to privato class 
action suits, by both businessmen and con- 
sumers. . 

• Two other bills now before the Senate Antl- 
1 trust and Monopoly Subommlttce represent 

tho basic philosophy— that privato notions 
■ aro to bo encouraged. Theso would mako 

* . section 3 of tho Robinnon-Patman Act a part 
1 0 f the Clayton Act so businessmen could suo 
" for sales nt unreasonably low cost. The other 

could, make a judge troat n nolo contondcro 
r plea in a government enso tho same a3 a 
'• guilty ploa when considering an ensuing pri- 
o vato action. This could alleviate tho neces- 
sity for tho private plaintiff repeating tho 
oxponslvo investigatory work nlroady done by 
tbo government. 

a Tho other typo of help govemmont must 
e> give If consumers aro to be nblo bo holp chip 
... away at tbat volcano of frustration them- 


solvos Is a pormanont, Independent, oon«urner 
organization with branches In local com- 
munities. 

My proposal In this area Is to cot. ml ...h a 
federally chartered. Independent corpora- 
tion, tho Independent Consumer Council. 

The Council would have three functions; 
to represent consumers' economic Interests 
bolero governmental agencies; to disseminate 
product Information, arid to net as the om- 
budsman for complain ts against government 
and mediator for product and service com- 
plaints against business. 

Mr. Chairman, we hear a lot today aoout 
the "silent majority.” Maybe my rnai.plle 
contains different types of communiques 
than tho President's, but I think the silent 
majority hies become quite vocal. 

For example, In the past 13 months, tho 
Anllrust Subcommittee has received eomo 
3,000 letters of complaint cm auto repair 
problems alone. One rule of thumb estimate 
Is that thoso letters represent six million un- 
happy car owners. . 

If In fact thcro ever was a sl.ent majority 
it was merely because they got tired of yell- 
in'’ into the wind. But tho winds axe chang- 
ing and they ore carrying tho voice* of con- 

sumers loud and clear to Congress. 

What thoso voices say Is: Wo want fc 
ohanco to got our money’s worth. 

It seems a reasonable request to me ana 
one wo should bo committed bo doing all In 
our power to answer. 


Remarks op U.S. Senator Harrison A. 
Williams, Js., Fedruabt 25, 1970 
I welcome thl3 opportunity to testify be- 
fore tho Committee on National Priorities of 
tho Democratic Policy Council and com- 
mend the Committee for Its efforts to eval- 
uate tho pressing national problems. 

At the outset lot mo suggest that any 
evaluation of our national problems and any 
recommendations that may flow from theso 
hearings must bo rooted in two simple, de- 
clarative sentences from our Nation’s birth 
certificate: , „ 

“We hold these truths to be self evident, 
that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights, that among these are 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 
That to secure theso rights, governments 
aro Instituted among men, deriving their 
Just powers from the consent of the 
governed.” ■ 

As we all recall, the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence has two more structural segments. 
First, it discusses the need for revolution; 
and secondly, it recites the litany of abuses 
attributed to George HI of Great Britain. 

I do not advocate revolution and I bcliovo 
that It is not In tho Nation’s Interest to 
devote tlmo and energy to tho fixing of 
blame on tho present administration. Nor ao- 
I believe we can afford merely to stake out 
sound political positions for 1070 and 1072. 
Rather, we must find workable solutions to 
tho problems that exist now, whether they 
wero created by tho current administration, 
or whether they are tho legacy of our Par- 
ty’s years In power. 

And let us at least bo candid with our- 
selvos— tho military-industrial complex was 
not created on January 20, 1960. 

Our national problems ore many and va- 
ried. They Include: 

Vietnam; 

National Security; 

Pentagon spending; 

Domestic priorities and tho domestic 

budget; 

; Tbo economy and taxes including burden- 
some state and local taxes; 

Urban problems, race rolatlona and law 
and order; and 
Civil rights and civil liberties. 

Read tho nowspaper* for tho last week; 
our national problems s cr ea m out at us. 
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f’uTiuc Taum Sunsimrs 

American taxpayers pour f-t.5 billion nn- 
* nually Into farm MibrUllra that do not work , 
ami It's about time Congress sees tlio light 
and starts phoning out the propnim. 

Over the weekend Senator Charles McC. 
Mathias railed the ftve-year-old program a 
dismal failure and recommended that tlio 
billions poured Into it bo used Instead for 
education, medical research, medical enro 
and other pressing needs. 

Many Washington County farmers disap- 
prove of tiro program under which prices re- 
ceived on such commodities as wheat, corn, 
feed grains and cotton, have not provided 
adequate Incomes. 

The futility of the subsidy program Is Illus- 
trated by the fact that the CO per cent of 
agriculture not covered by government pro- 
grams, such as production of cattle, hogs, 
eggs, fruit and vegetables, Is butter off as for 
as farm Income Is concerned. 

Thcro Is no reason for the farmers or 
taxpayers to bo happy with tlio costly sub- 
sidies. It seems ridiculous to pay farmers for 
not growing certain crops — or at least out 
down on production — when thcro Is so much 
hunger In many parts of the United States 
. anil e lsewhere In the world. 


THE LAOS CONFLICT 

Mr. IIARTKE. Mr. President, on Feb- 
ruary C, 1905 — 2 days before the United 
States started bombing North Vietnam — 
I first spoke out against the deepening 
American involvement in Southeast 
Asia. At that time only 267 of our young 
men had been killed there; our total 
forces numbered only 21,000. And we had 
spent all of $4 billion in military and 
economic aid to South Vietnam during 
the entire 10 years preceding my speech, 

I said then that the American peo- 
ple were confused about our commit- 
ment. I observed that the Vietnamese 
people "wonder where we stand.” I 
pointed out that the councils of our own 
Government were divided and uncertain. 

Above all, I cautioned the President 
not to proceed by stealth and subterfuge 
along whatever path he had chosen for 
us in Vietnam. I pleaded with him, in- 
stead, to give a clear direction to our pol- 
icy so that the American people and 
their elected representatives in Congress 
could make some judgment on the course 
we were asked to follow. 

Today those words have a bitter and 
ominous ring. Five years and 1 month 
after they were uttered, I and a handful 
of my colleagues in the Senate feel com- 
pelled to say them again — this time sub- 
stituting "Laos” for "Vietnam." 

Five years and 1 month later the 267 
young Americans have become almost 
50,000, the $4 billion have become $110 
•billion, the troop commitment of 21,000 
has gone over the half million mark and 
is now only slightly below it. The Na- 
tion stands divided, large numbers of our 
youth are bitterly alienated, and a poten- 
tially great President has been driven 
from office. And the terrible question that 
hangs over us now is — is a new set of 
leaders preparing to take us down yet 
another blood-soaked Jungle path in our 
self-appointed role of world policeman? 

On November 3 of last year, President 
Nixon said, “The American people can- 
not and should not be asked to support a 
policy which involves the overriding is- 
sues of war and peace unless they know 
the truth about the policy.” 


Yet war without policy, and policy 
without truth characterizes our activities 
in Laos today. PrcsM-.it Nixon is, of 
course, not rcsponsiLl ; for our initial 
involvement in Laos, bu 1 hi must bear the 
responsibility for his administration's at- 
tempts to obscure and confuse the facts 
of our involvement. 

More than 4 months ago, a subcommit- 
tee of the Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee conducted hearings on Laos, but 
the State Department has not allowed 
the hearing transcript to be released to 
the public. The State Department has, 
however, leaked favorable reports to 
preferred columnists. 

The Pentagon has refused point blank 
to allow reporters to talk even oil the 
record on the subject of either North 
Vietnamese or American involvement in 
the Laos war. In Laos, American officials 
have refused to cooperate with reporters 
or discuss our involvement there. In fact, 
three reporters were arrested for trying 
to investigate a secret American base in 
Laos. After their arrest, the Ambassador 
to Laos said the American mission had 
lost any interest in helping out the press 
whatsoever. 

This is hardly the action of an admin- 
istration that believes that the public 
should know the truth about its policy. 

Members of the Senate are in the 
ludicrous position of hoping that some 
enterprising reporter will tell us what is 
going on. 

I will attempt to describe the Laos sit- 
uation as best I can. Laos is a sort of 
winc-bottle-shapcd country sharing a 
long common boundary with Vietnam. It 
is about the size of the State of Oregon, 
with a population of that of the District 
of Columbia. Up to 1954, it was ruled by 
foreign powers and since then it has been 
beset by strife. The present Government 
is headed by Prince Souvanna Phouma 
and ho is opposed by his lmlf-brother 
Prince Souphanovong. For many years 
the battle has raged back and forth, with 
neither side gaining a decisive advantage. 
Much of the fighting for the Government 
has been done by an Independent army 
of Mco tribesmen, who are neither Lao- 
tian nor Vietnamese, commanded by a 
local warlord and paid for and equipped 
by the CIA. Because of the continuous 
fighting about a third of the population 
has been killed, wounded, or driven from 
their homes. Last summer the stalemate 
was suddenly broken when the Moo 
tribesmen, encouraged by their American 
advisers, staged a strong attack which 
swept the Pathet Lao from the Plain of 
Jars for the first time in 4 or 5 years. 
Everyone expected the Pathet Lao to re- 
capture the Plain of Jars and in the last 
weeks, they have staged their successful 
counterattack. At this time no one knows 
if the Pathet Lao and their North Viet- 
namese allies will stop their offensive on 
the Plain of Jars, as they have in the 
past, or will push forward against the 
cities of Vientiane and Luang Prabang 
and on to the border of Thailand. 

Over the years American involvement 
has steadily increased. Wo are now fly- 
ing from 200 to 400 sorties against Lao- 
tian positions every day. We have drop- 
ped more bombs on Laos than on North 


military groups, probably less than 5,000, 
aro presently In Laos. We are spending 
from $200 to $300 million annually in 
military aid for Laos. And almost 200 
Americans, mostly flyers, have died in 
this conflict. From the known facts, it is 
clear that while the Vietnam struggle 
is allegedly being Victnamizcd, the Lao- 
tian struggle Is being "Americanized." 
It is clear that even after our experience 
in Vietnam, we are getting further in- 
volved in an Asian country without the 
knowledge of the public, without the 
consent of Congress, ana indeed in direct 
violation of the expressed intent of Con- 
gress. 

It is argued by high administration 
officials that to discuss our involvement 
in Laos would be to acknowledge our 
violation of the Geneva Accord of 1062. 
Our violation, however, responded to the 
clear and repeated violations of the Ac- 
cord by the North Vietnamese. 

Frankly, I worry more about the unin- 
formed American opinion than unfavor- 
able world opinion. What profits u.s if we 
win the propaganda war abroad but lose 
freedom at home? Let us stop worrying 
what foreigners think of us and start 
worrying what wc think of ourselves. 
Frankly, I believe some high administra- 
tion officials fear not adverse world 
opinion but critical American opinion. 
There is a creeping elitism In our Gov- 
ernment, a feeling that only the bureau- 
crats aro competent to make foreign 
1 policy decisions. They seem to believe 
that the American public is too unin- 
formed, too uneducated, to appreciate 
and appraise the various considerations, 
necessary in the formation of foreign 
policy. History has shown, however, that 
decisions made in secret by small groups, 
have little likelihood of success. I also 
believe that some bureaucrats think that 
Americans are unwilling to sacrifice. Eut 
Americans have made necessary sacri- 
fices in the past, and they are willing to 
do so again in the future. 

Tire question is not our willingness to 
sacrifice but our willingness to be de- 
ceived. The question is not support of our 
President — we all support the President 
in times of trouble — but faith in our 
Government. 

The resemblance between the impend- 
ing danger in Laos and our past predica- 
ment in Vietnam is unmistakable. 

Are we going to allow ourselves to 
make the same mistakes again? 

Are we going to again send young men 
to die without a clear idea of why? 

I very much fear if tire American peo- 
ple do not speak out, the Nation’s fate 
will be decided without them. 

Besides public awareness and public 
participation in whatever decision is 
made, I shall urge the U.S. Senate to 
take the following steps: First, we should 
demand the full disclosure of the recent 
hearings on the situation In Laos. As 
Senator Symington noted, most of this 
information has already been reported in 
the papers. With the release of the testi- 
mony, there should also be a full dis- 
closure of our involvement and purposes 
In Laos. Second, if a full disclosure of 
our involvement and purposes in Laos 
is no* ■ possible, then the U.S. Scnato 


/ 


Vietnam. Unknown numbers of American should convene in secret session to deter- 
CIA operatives and Green Beret para- jfiine whftt is the proper course for this 


J 
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'Debate Off, 
SC Says 


j 


CIA at Bay 

AKCATA — Central Intelli- 
gence Agency. fl'T A ' cruitcrs 

canceled employment inter- 
views scheduled for yesterday 
at Humboldt State College. 

But college officials said the 
Cancellation had little or nc 
connection with a previously 
publicized "debate” supposed 
‘to take place yesterday be- 
tween the recruiters- and mem- 
bers of an anti-war group at 
the college. 

A sparse audience was on 
(hand at 1 p.m.. when a spokes 
[man for the debate's sponsor, 
the Student Mobilization Com 
mittce. (SMC) announced that 
the CIA had "chickened our." 
The event was supposed to take 
place in front of the Sequoia 
[Theatre. 

College officials said that 
neither they nor the CIA knew 
anything about the purported 
debate other than what they 
had seen on SMC posters. 

Just Informal 

Frank Onstinc, a student 
who said lie was a spokesman 
for the SMC, admitted that the 
CIA had not been formally in- 
vited to debate. "Our procla 
mations were the only invita- 
tion extended. We thought they 
were widely-enough distributed 
so that they got the word." 

Dave Travis, HSC .placement 
director, said that the impend 


Jng "debate" first came to, his 
'attention when he saw a poster 
j about it on Monday afternoon. 
He said that he called the CIA 
! office in San Francisco that 
evening and the next morning 
| to check on the matter, "They 
j said they definitely had made 
no arrangements for a debate," 
ii Travis continued. "The recruit- 
er called back later Tuesday 
and canceled,” he went on, 

"They have a standard pro- 
cedure," Travis added. "They 
don’t come \vhenever a dem- 
onstration is planned or if they 
hear of any chance of one." 

According to Travis, the re- 
cruiter would have canceled 
his trip anyway,' because of a 
limited number of sign-ups. He 
said that a CIA representative 
will contact the individual stu- 
dents who did sign up for in- 
terviews. 

The interviews were to be 
with women interested in “sec 
retarial" positions, Travis said. 

A similar incident resulted in 
cancellation of CIA Interviews 
at Humboldt State last year. 

The SMC posters denounced 
the CIA ns "the Interlocking 
hidden machinery that carries 
out the policies of the United 
States in the Cold War," 

"The CIA has been working 
overtime to panic the U.S. pub 
lie into supporting a massive 
escalation of U.S. involvement 
in Laos," the flyer continued, . 


v; 
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By TED KNAP 

Sorlppi-IIoWMd 8UCI WrIUl 

vcv r, 7 cfAYNE Fla.— President Nixon, '] 
und K eMncSnfp^ssure to lift the veil ot 
secrecy put the finishing touches today on a 
statement* explaining what the United States 
is doing in Laos and why. i 

Nixon flew to his vacation home here last , 
night with Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, his chief 
foreign policy adviser, after the White House 
alerted several Washington news bureaus that 
a statement on Laos would be made this week- 
end, probably late today. ,, 

Sen. George S. McGovern, D., S.D., refer- 
ring to press reports about B-52 bombings and 
the 5 presence of U.S. personnel on the ground 
said yesterday the United States Is engaged 
in a secret war" In Laos. Senate foredgn rela- 
tions committee chairman J. William Ful 
bright, D., Ark., also has been pressing for 
full disclosure of U.S. involvement in the 
kingdom bordering both North and South Viet- 
nam. 

U.S. PARAMILITARY personnel, report- 
lv operating undcf the Centr^LJutfijJjS^tice 
Agency, havo been in Laos for several years. 

It has been Nixon administration policy-just 
as it was with former President Lyndon B. 
Johnson-not to acknowledge publicly that they 
were there. 

These operations have been clandestine 
because Laos is defined as '‘neutral’; by terms 
of the 1962 Geneva Accords, which forbid out* m 
side forces to intervene. But fear that Laos \ 
( may become another Vietnam is forcing a , 

| more complete official explanation. 

1 ' And Nixon Nov. 3 said the American peo- 
ple should not be asked to support a war 
' about which they had not been fully informed. 


NIXON WILL contend, as Johnson did, that 
the U.S. presence has been forced by the 
massive intervention of North Vietnamese 
troops. Nixon said earlier this year that 50,000 
North Vietnamese troops were in Laos. 

"Our activities there are solely for the a 
purpose of seeing that the Laotian government ■ 
(forces) ... are not overwhelmed by the 
North Vietnamese and other Communist } 
forces,” he said at his Jan. 30 press confer- \ 
ence. He added that these activities are 
their request,” referring to the Laotian gov- 
ernment. . 


The President has insisted that no Amer- j 
lean "ground combat troops” are involved in 1 
Laos and that B-52 bombings are aimed at 4 
interdicting North Vietnamese troop and sup-/ j 
ply movements down the Ho Chi Minh Trail/-. * 
Which crosses Laptipn territory on to way m 
'outh Vietnam. -.V 'iOy/.;; 'I 
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Osn Laos 


By WARREN HOGE 

N. y. Post Correspondent 
KEY BISCAYNE, Fla. 
—The White House was 
preparing to break its si* 
:lence today over U.S. in- 
volvement in Laos with an 
Administration statement 
; outlining American activ- 
ity in the area. 

The declaration was ex- 


*U. Si is more heavily 
^committed than the Ad- 
ministration has revealed, 
and the repeated White 
House refusals to elabo- 
rate on the earlier ex- 
planation have fed this 
suspicion. 

Critics have noted that 
the President in his No- 


■ ' «1 


veinber address to the na- 
tion on Vietnam said that 
Americans could not and 
should not support a war 
effort that was not fully 
explained to them. 

; "We are flirting dangerous- 
ly with a new Vietnam,” Sen. 


pected to stress that the 1 w — , — 

U. S. is not slipping into McGovern (D-S. D.) charged 
, . .. ; nn Onnltnl Hill vesterdaV 


another Vietnam situa 
lion, a fear which has be- 
come widespread in recent ■: 
weeks with reports of in- j 
creasing American partic- ■, 
[.ipation in the widening 
Laotian conflict. i 

■ Throughout the past • 
month, the White House ; 
has refused to comment , 
on the situation other 
\ than to rcitcrato Prcsl- ■ 
j. dent Nixon’s claim during 
his press conference last | 
|- month that no combat j 
troops are engaged in j 
Lao 3 and that American 
air activity is confined to 
, reconnaissance flights 
i and bombing raids along 
the Ho Chi Minh Trail. 

I Accounts from the war j 





on Capitol Hill yesterday 
while Sen. Fulbrlght said his 
Foreign Relations Commute e 
was contemplating a search- 
ing new look at the U. S, role 
in Laos. 

Said McGovern: “I contend 
that the Administration Is 
covering up the facts of a 
bloody military operation In 
Laos that has already secret- 
ly cost the lives of scores of 
American bombing crews and 
American aircraft.' 

Tho Administration Is fac- 
ing,! severe test of Its cred- 
ibility, and the upcoming ex- 
planation will be an effort to 
restore confidence In the gov- 
ernment’s word. 

How much of the clande- 
stine American jhilitary opc; 
ration the Administration is 
prepared to Cdmit Is uncer-^ 
The CIA operating two 


airlines and providing other 
extensive suuport to Meo 
tribesmen battling the Com- 
munist Pathet Lao and North 
Vietnamese regulars In tho 
land-locked Aslan nation. ' 

Complicating the Admin- 
istration’s task IS its aware-;! 
ness that if it ' confesses ' 
everything it is doing in 
Laos it will be admitting 
violations of tho Geneva ac- if 
cord, of ,1962 guaranteeing 
Laotian neutrality.. 

Other Signers 

Other signatories to that 
document, Including North 
Vietnam, Communist China 
and the Soviet Union, could 
exploit such a confession to 
Justify formal Intervention 
of their own Into the Laotian 
war, the Administration 
fears. 

In announcing the White ;j 
House intention to give the 
public a fuller accounting of 
U. S. involvement in Laos, 
press secretary Ziegler said’ 
Nixon himself would not per- 
'sonally deliver the statement . 
or participate in any brief- ' 

' lng. He made It clear, how- 
, ever, that whatever was 
'done carried the full nuthor*. 
It.y of the Chief Executive. 

The President flew hero 
from Washington last night 
for a long weekend at his 
Bayslde home. His departure 
was delayed for more than 
an hour when a firing pin in 
one Ojf ,th? Air Force On? en- 
;ing3.1^ad to ije replacpd. The 
’resident stayed aboard while 
the repair was made. 


LUmwV’j 
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Has 3 Months Before Rain 
, Blocks Roads — White . 
House to Give Details 


loosely organized and said by 
Government and American 
sources to be of lesser effec- 
tiveness. 


However, there is no hope of 
defeating tho Communists from 
the air and little faith in the 
power of the Laotian forces to 


Approximately the same nunv withstand a major attack. The 
her of enemy troops, similarly' [initiative Is conceded to Hanoi, 
divided, are reported in the ' 


By HENRY KAMM ' J 

Special to Tho New York Times '■ 

VIENTIANE, Laos, March 5 
With about three months of 
dry weather ahead, the North 
Vietnamese were holding the 
same ground in Laos today that 
.they occupied last year at the 
|cnd of their annual dry- 
■senson offensive. This puts the 
Communist forces in a strong 
position. 

The beginning of the rainy 
season, which makes the supply 
’routes impassable, normally 
marks the retreat of Commu- 
nist troops from some of the 
ground that they have gained, 
[In Washington, the White 
House said that the Admini- 
stration would disclose some 
information this weekend on 


southern panhandle region, but 
tho war there is not affected 
by the seasonal seesaw. The 
Communist objective in south- 
ern Laos is to safeguard the 
Ho Chi Minh trail, a complex 
of jungle and mountain paths 
along which North Vietnam j 
moves men and supplies to the 
south in circumvention of the 
demilitarized zone astride the 
border of North Vietnam and 
South Vietnam. 

The United States Air Force 
is making a maximum effort 
to prevent the enemy from 
marshaling men and supplies 
for a renewed offensive as 
speedily as its forces regained 
the Plaine des Jarres. The recap- 
ture, while fully expected, oc 
curred against almost no ef- 
fective opposition on the 
ground, which may account for 
some of the sense of panic 
felt abroad. 

Hoped to Slow Advance 

American officials had hoped! 
that the advance would be; 
slowed, without great sacrifices 
of Government troops, by delay- 
ing actions that would force) 
the enemy to mass for attacks.; 
I This would have offered targets 


and the question is how far 
Hanoi wants to push. 

Optimists in the present con- 
text say that Hanoi’s goals 
have not changed. The goals 
arc, in this view, to take all 
the territory that the Commu- 
nists and neutralists held at 


States Air Force, they achieved 
the surprise victory last year 
on the Plaine des fares' which 
had been held for five years 
by the Communistsi 
The most painful blow that 
could be dealt to 'the general, 
the chief of the Meo mountain 
tribe, would be the capture of 
Long Cheng, his headquarters 
and the Meo capital southwest 
of the plain. 

The loss of this secret, partly 


the time of the Geneva accord American-staffed base, In the 
of 1062, which proclaimed a view of knowledgeable Ameri-. 
neutral Laos under a coalition can officials, might be fatal tef 
government. the effectiveness of the most 

The neutralists have split able general and fighters on 
since then, and the Commu- the Government side. 


the situation in Laos.] , . ... . 

. North vim™. 

their Pathet Lao allies are paus-| Thailand and on carrie rs and bv 
,ing to allow their logistic sup- 
port to be built up before ex- 
ploiting their recent recapture 
of the Plaine des Jarres for 
further offensive actions. At 
-the same time, Laotian and 
American officials try io antic- 
ipate where the Communists 
[will strike and, more impor- 


nists have left the Government. 
In the optimistic view, the 
Communists would halt on the 
1962 line, declare that the 
true neutralists are on their 
side and demand a new three- 
sided government under Com- 
munist domination. 

The pessimists — they include 
sectors of the American estab- 
lishmcnt—contcnd that Hanoi 
has the power to fo further and 
may use if for the sake of 
turning the war in Laos and in 
Vietnam in their favor. 

■ They believe that the Com- 
munists may push their mili- 
tary advantage to the point of 
presenting Premier Souvanna 
Phouma with an ultimatum to 
order the Americans to halt 
bombing In Laos — carried out 
clandestinely since 1964 under 
the guise of armed reconnais- 
sance with the right to return 
fire if attacked— or face the 
advance of Communist troops 
beyond the old neutralist line 
into the Vientiane Plain to the 
Mekong River. 

A bombing halt would allow 


the small but active Royal Lao- 
tian Air Force flying converted 
World War II trainers carrying 
bombs and rockets. 

Maj. Gen. Van Pao, com- 
mander of Government forces 

on the Plaine des Jarres as 1 , 

well as of the clandestine army [he North Vietnamese the un- 
— guerrillas trained, equipped, impeded use of the Ho Chi 
supplied, advised, transported Minh trail, on which they now 
land paid by the United States Itfse perhaps as much as a 
tantly, how far they intend to : through the Central Intelligenceyquarter of f the supplies they 
go. I-Agency— had been persuaded move southward. This would 

" However the excitement over 'to_ adopt this strategy over his make it possible for them to 
the situation in Laos has not wishes to try to ho d the. divert .“e^essive use 
yet spread to Laos. plain- , that now S uard 

While the press of the world . Tho holding actions failed to trad, 
and the most respected liberal 

" ‘ ~ 'Oral vang, ritu s luj waiu neau-|j 

quarters, at an old French air- ; I United States anu 

port code named Lima Lima. 

His perimeter forces of regular 
troops broke and fled under 
fire of 122-mm. rockets and the 
sight of two to four Soviet- 
built tanks, and spread their 
panic to the clandestine army 

• I nl_!l««l,. 


voices in the United States 
Senate predict imminent catas- 
trophe, Vientiane, the admin- 
istrative capital, and Luang Pra- 
ibang, the royal capital, appear 
i as drowsy as they did after 
Jtho signal military successes of, 
.Government forces last Sep- 
tember. 


! The North Vietnamese have defenders. Similarly, Muong 
about 25,000 troops in north-i the westernmost point or 
era Laos, consisting of two l; ^ e Communists advance last 
iinfantry divisions, a number iy?® 1 "’ was a b andoned 0 uic ' t 


[Of unattached combat units and 
isupporting troops. They have 
more rockets and bigger artil- 
lery than before. They are 
I backed by about the same num-i 
[ber pf Pathet ptq troops, mqre 

Approved For 


the 
the 

develop, particularly at Gen- The result would be intcr- 
cral Vang Pao’s fonvard head-,; national embarrassment to the 

'United States and a serious 
blow to the American- nego- 
tiating position at the Paris 
peace talks. 

whatever the eventual politi 
cal goals, military sources ex-j 
pect the Communists to strike; 
a determined blow at General- 
Vang Pao’s Irregulars. These 
troops are the nest fighting! 
force on the Government side. 
With thoj, help of the , ynlte4j 


Other iikely Comunist obr 
jeetives are throught to be a 
drive westward from Muong 
Soui along Route 7, which leads i 
from North Vietnam through' 
the Plaine des Jarres to a junc- 
tion with Route 13, the north- 
south highway linking Vientiane* 
and Luang Prabang. ■ 

The capture of the hill posi- 
tion of Sala Phoukhoun, wheTC 
the roads meet 30 miles west of 
Muong Soul, would place tho 
Communists in a position to 
threaten either capital. Another 
likely objective is Vangvieng, 
the headquarters of the pro* 
Government neutralists. 
Communist forays in the re- 
gion of Paksane in recent days 
have raised the threat of a 
drive on the city on the Mekong 
border with Thailand, severing 
northern Laos from the pan- 
handle region. 

In the absence of solid indi- 
cations of Hanoi’s aims and in a 
possible effort to discourage 
North Vietnam from setting its 
sights higher than in the past, 
United States officials here and 
in Saigon have left unchal- 
lenged a report that on at least, 
one occasion B-52's, the biggest; 
American bombers, have been; 
used in northern Laos. 




order. 

United States planes are con-j 
ccntrating bombs and rockets 
on tho major supply routes. 
Tho hope is to thus delay the 
enemy offensive .tor., tyro ta 
'-sir m&ati aukurtdv m**' ' 
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^Secret’ U.S.-Run Base Deep in Laos Seems Placid 
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. _ By T. D. ALLMAN 

',‘.X Si*cl«l to Hie New York Xlmt* 

VIENTIANE, Laos, March 5— 
•Despite Government setbacks in 
■ recent fighting, the big base 
at Long Cheng run by the 
United States for the clandes- 
tine army in Laos appears 
’.placid except for a buzz of 
riAmcrican activity around the 
landing field. 

j- Long Cheng Is Just southwest 
jof the Plainc dcs Jarrcs from 
..'which Laotian Government 
’ troops were driven last month, 
V«<nd it is the center of opea- 
"lions of the United States mi • 
jtary and the Central Intclll 
igpncc Agency in northeastern 
Laos. 

- With 40,000 people, it >s one 
„*)E the largest Laotian scttlc- 
rsments. But its existence is sup- 
posed to be secret, so it appears 
sron few maps, and no regular 
airlines stop there. 

-.Hi No journalist has been al 
[slowed to visit Long Cheng. Last 
•week, however, three journal- 
ists — Max Coiffait of Agence 
ii.Krance-Prosse, John Saar of 
.■"Lifo magazine and this corrc 
respondent — walked to Long 
i -Cheng to report on the United 
’■.States air, logistic and intelli- 
jigence activities there. ' 
-■s** /.The lull costumes of the Meo 
v.tribesmen contrasted with the 


Laotian military commander in 
n Northeastern Laos. 

„ /The three journalists’ visit to 

milWUVUiur - v -v/LOng Chen was neither author- 

iBerets, hired on C.I.A. c r °P^f_ c _li?.cd nor anticipated. But they 


jeeps and carrying M-16 rifles 
and pistols. Theso young 
Americans are mostly ex-Grccn 


and train Laotian 


were able to reach it by walk- 




to advise „ , 

troops. ing about 15 miles from Sam- 

The fact that they are tern- tbon „ through a number of 
porarily C.I.A. personnel and Govcrnmcnt checkpoints and 
no longer connected with their tbcn wa ndcred freely about the 
Army units allows the united town for nearly two hours be 
States Government to say that forc bcjng discovered and com’ 
it has no soldiers fighting in p e n ct j to leave. 

Laos. . Well-Equipped Airfield 

The town of Long Cheng is Tbo airfield a t Long Cheng 
almost brand new and every- sma n bu t very well equipped 
thing there has ’been flown in w jth a paved all-weather run 
by United States aircraft. Inc way about 3 000 f cct long com 
most permanent-looking build- p i ct0 w jth landing liglits. 
ings were a glassed-in Laotian sheltered in a parking area 
officers club and the scores of carv ed out of the’ hillside were 
C.I.A. buildings, identifiable by ba if a dozen United States 
their windowless walls with i ranS p 0 rt planes, including 33 
projecting air conditioners and p assen ger Caribous, although 
roof aerials. the Longchcng field can ac 

The center is home for about CO mmodate larger transports 
50 Americans who supply, Also in the parking area were 
plan, finance, direct and some- 10 sbort pakc-off and Landing 
times even participate In the ( S poL) aircraft, the lifeline for 
fighting against the Pathct Lao dozens of Isolated Government 
and North Vietnamese afound enclaves in northeastern Laos, 
the plain. . ... . Their American pilots— -mostly 

Sinco the United States ac- civilian employes of Air Amcr- 
tivitles violate the 1962 Geneva j ca a nd Continental Air serv 
accords on. Laos, which forbid i ces — f err y soldiers, arms and 
foreign military intervention, supplies to battle zones. 

Long Cheng is off limits to all Farther down the runway 
but United States and Laotian wero a dozen or more un 
officials who have special per- ninr k C d T-28 single-engine pro 


on bombing missions by Meo 
tribesmen and Laotian pilots. 
But everything else regarding 
the T-28'a is done by Ameri- 
cans. We saw members of the 
United States Airforce repair- 
ing engines, loading bombs ana 


rockets, instructing Laotian pi 
lots and taxiing the planes up 
and down the runway. 

Near the T-28’s were 

[three American reconnaissance 
planes, flown by United States 
pilots from Long Cheng and 
used to mark targets for the 
United States jet bombers. 
Kcscuo Helicopters Stand-By 
At the end of the paved run- 
way were three Jolly Green u - 
ant rescue helicopters. Their 
presence is believed to be one 
of the reasons the UnitccL 
States tries to keep Long 
Cheng secret. The Jolly Green 
r’i-.ni’i ore regarded as proof, 
that the United States bombs 

not iust the Ho Chi Minh Tra i 
but northeastern Laos as well. 
[Their crews are always o 
stand-by to rescue downed 
United States bomber pilots, oi 

their crews wore United 5tate* 
Air Force flight uniforms. • 

mfnute laI UnUed r States helicon- 
gSSd aSanes were linhog 
Ing pattern above valley, 

trrSJ 


over 6 northeast Laos 
many of them Meo forward air 
guides Who direct United States 
bombers to their targets,.. 


* 


r 
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Bulletin News Analysis 

Nixon's Laos Problem: 
Whether to Be Frank 



By RICHARD FRANK 
Bulletin Washington Bureau 

Washington— The White House, 
under increasingly critical con- 
gressional pressure, has decid- 
ed to break its long silence and 
tell the public about the Ameri- 


supplying It . with equipment, 
training and combat advisory 
missions staffed by military 
men how on civilian status and 
reportedly assigned and fi 
nanccd by the Central Intclji 
gence Agency. 

American bombers, openly 


,tlMnn of the Vietnam expert- responded to questions about 
.ence. ■ Laos, but declined to go into de* 

Many congressmen— especial- tall on U. S. involvement there, 
ly members of the Senate— are On Sept. 28, he said the U. S. 

also disturbed at what they was providing logistical support 
view as the unwillingness of the and training for the neutralist 
Administration to let the Leris- government of Prince Souvanna 


can role in the not-so-secret war etl g agc d j n bombing the Ho Chi 
in Laos. Minh Trail along the southcast- 

A statement by President Nix- cirn edge of Laos, have 


- edge of Laos, have also 
on is expected in the next few been used against North Vict- 
days. It will, for the first time, nameso troops operating in 
give the Official Administration; central Laos against Lao- 
position on the war in the tiny,: gjan government troops,’ . • ' * 

landlocked Southeast Asian) -American , Jightcr-hombcrsl " c oan,aB,,, K abroad” 

; der 8 i°ith SthNo!S r Sd a swth-y« nncd by American pilots “committee members saythc^ Refusal 
i Vietnam ■ have been f, y ,n 8 ,n close SU P‘ ’transcript was returned with so , - / after co^rming 

Tbe President's decision to EL* ^ JJL^) *W. ^ United StaU, was ^ 


lative Branch participate In de- 
cisions which .. cnmiplt the 
United States to International 
courses of action. 

One Dispute 

'A particular Irritant Is. the un- 
published transcript of several 
days of elosed-door hearings on 

Laos before a foreign relations were any American combat 

subcommittee studying U. S. troops In Laos, and there Is no 
enmmifmnnt* abroad evidence that this is the case. 

Those hearlngs were held last 

October, and (he transcript was!* 
routinely submitted to the State 


Phouma "In order to avoid Lana 
failing under Communist doml- 1 
nation," 

He said that the U. S. also 
flow reconnaissance flights over 
Laos and engaged in "some oth- 
er activitlcs"which he would not 
discuss, 

Mr. Nixon denied that there 


advisers are active in the field. 
On Dec. 8, the President said 


/ 


Z L "sanilirinE ' Unpeople of Ibis country "are 

Department for the eT , titlc(1 , n knOW everything lhat 

! process perform'd to chmlnMe thfy y ^ 

'£srs<£S, » - *• 


.. „ . „ c STm.lii Plain of Jars, in the north-ccn- 
discuss the U. S. involvement . } an 

! 5 Ja i * -:«rr.,ti, k s d rc 


hcrited when he took office and 
which he has perpetrated dur- 
ing the past thirteen months. 
The evidence, fmm newsmen 
in Laos and from congressional 
sources with access to unpub- 
lished data on the war, is that 
the United States and North 
Vietnam have each been in 
clear violation of the 1962 Gen- 
eva accords which established 
the official neutrality of Laos. 
The Choices 

Thus Mr. Nixon has two basic 
choices: 

—He can admit to the world 

-that his country has violated 
an international agreement to 
which it is one of the parties. 

—Or he can withhold some of 
the most damaging facts and 
‘find that his Administration’s 
credibility has been placed in 
serious doubt. 

A less-than-frank statement 
by tbe President might also 
seem to signify that the U. S. 
is far more deeply involved in 
Laos than the evidence which 
so far has been revealed would 
indicate. 

What Is Known 
What is known, officially or 
unofficially, about tho American 
role in Laos is this: 1 
— ' Ihc U. S. is spending more 
than $200 million a year to sup- 
port the royal Laotian army, 


active battleground 
dred miles away from the 
routes used by North Vietna- 
mese infiltrators into South 
Vietnam. 


it in that form would mislead lhe -^-dieting" the Ho Chi Minh 
public. tr'rail through Laos, he said, 

Four months of negotiations ^evond thft . I don’t think the 
between committee staff eny. b ,, h |. c interest would be served 
ployes and the State Depart- 1 . f url her discussion.” 
ment have narrowed down the his most recent press con- 
disputed parts of the hearings . r . fnce on j an .: 30, the . Presi- 

—An estimated 150 American transcript, but the differences ..... n <, trd that North Vietnam 

civilian airmen are missing, remain so substantial that the I .*ome 50,000 troops in Laos, 

captured or dead In Laos since committee refusci to print the J,. ... r u v threatening the sur- 


ithc Geneva accords of July, 

1 1962, established the official neu- 
trality of Laos. 

Under the Geneva accords, 
both the bombing and the [mil- 
itary assistance offered by the 
jU. S. is illegal. All that . the] 
■American Government has of- 
ficially admitted is the massive 
'bombing of the Ho Chi Minh 
(trail, intended to "interdict" the 
Infiltration from North Vietnam 
through the southeast comer of 
Laos and into South. Vietnam. 

The Pressures 

j The President has been under 
particular pressure from con- 
gressional doves and sonic 
hawks to speak out on Laos and 
dispel the growing feeling that 
the war there coutd engulf his 
Administration- as the Vietnam 
war overwhelmed the regime of 
Lyndon B. Johnson. 

Secretary of State William P 
Rogers spent more than two 
hours with members of the Son 
ate Foreign Relations Commitr 
tec earlier this; week, but appar-| 
ently failed to eliminate all the 
fears: that the U S. Involve 
mcnt^aLa ov mi ght, beg; rep* | 

'*> t 


present cen- 


transcript In 111 
sored version. 

The Issue 

Some who have had access to 
the hearing record say there 
is very little in it which has 
rot already appeared in the 
press, either In the form of pub 
lie statements by members of 
Congress or the Administration 
or through news reports from 
Laos and Washington. 

Others who have read It say 
it offers evidence that the U. S. 
Involvement in the Laotian war 
has secretly and . significantly 
escalated. 

There is no necessary contra- 
diction in these two views, since 
those who say America has be- 
come more deeply involved also 
acknowledge that much of the 
evidence has previously been 
published. , 

Their primary concern, they 
sav, Is that Congress is being 
left out of important foreign 
policy decisions in this area. 

Nixon's Comments 
• At his last - three televised 
pres* conferences, the President. 

'/• ' : -:U 


rival of' Laos,” and said Amer- 
ican activities tn'tnat country | 
were "solely for the purpose of; i., 
seeing that the Laotian govern- j 
ment (was) not overwhelmed by / 
the North Vietnamese and other) 
Communist forces.” 

In his 40,000-word, book-! 
length foreign policy report to 
Congress last month, Mr. Nixon 
devoted only part of one sen- 1 
tence to Laos, linking it to the 
war In Vietnam. 

He said the U. S. was seek-: 
Ing, through negotiations with 
the North Vietnamese, to 
achieve "a compromise settle- 
ment which would assure the 
self-determination of the South 
Vietnamese people and would 
also ensure the continued neu-, 
trality of Laos." < 

Created in 1949 

Laos, which did not exist as 
a separate country until 1949,. 
when France gave it Its inde- 
pendence, is clearly a part of 
the over-all’ Indochina battle-: 
field. . 

" Its less' than three ' million 1 - 
people live . Jn a mountainous 
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And now Laos 


Rep. L. Mendel Rivers, head 
, of the House Armed Services 
Committee and , confidant of 
the military, has denied the U.S. 

■ is getting into a Vietnam-like 
• commitment in Laos: “Anyone 
who says we are just doesn’t 
know the facts.” 

Perhaps. But what, then, are 
[( the facts? That is the essence of 
the complaint, for the informa- 
,, tion which the public gets comes 
in driblets. 

, The worst kept secret of the 
i little war is the heavy participa- 
' tion of the XIA— and military 
, advisers. The air war has been 
, busier, and by extrapolating U.S. 
Command figures, it is a safe bet 
that 300 planes and 100 airmen 
, were lost in neighboring Laos 
f last year. 

1 As fears have mounted, more 
: and more officials have stepped 
forward to defend the U.S. role, 

, without saying what that role is. I 
: Theirs is an unspoken plea to 3 
; “trust us,” a particular South- 
east Asia road that has been j 
! gone down before to everlasting ) 
regret. 

Secretary of State William 
‘Rogers has been more effective 
by talking to the Senate Foreign 
: Relations Committee and promis- \ 
ing that it will be consulted in 
advance of any increased U.S. in- 
volvement. , This may, still criti- 
Lcism for a time, as the persua- 
sive Mr'. .Rogers has done before, , 


' But the total Administration 
effort thus far has been to try to 
improve its public-relations im- 
age on Laos. No one has come 
up with a satisfactory way of 
doing that short of telling all, 
which is viewed in some quarters 
as a horrendous idea. 

James Reston reminded us 
the other day that Mr. Nixon, in 
his notable November speech on 
Vietnam, said: “The American 
people cannot and should not be 
asked to support a policy which 
kinvolves the overriding issues of 
iVar and peace unless they know 
the trptli about that policy.” 

True, in Vietnam, true l 


1 





1 
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The fighting in tiny Laos, where North Viet- 
nam i? thrusting sporadic attacks on the weak 
Laotians, has undoubtedly been stepped up. And 
United States air bombing, mainly upon Com- 
munist forces and supplies traveling the Ho Clii p 
Minh trail toward South Vietnam, has been 
increased. 

But the frlght-mongcring charges that the 
President and the Pentagon are escalating 
Laos warfare into “another Vietnam” have 
about as much foundation as a straw man in 
a hurricane. 

Richard Nixon has made it clear he intends 
to shrink commitments involving United 
States arms. Why would he be withdrawing 
American troops from Vietnam if he sought, 
or would tolerate, “another Vietnam" in 
Southeast Asia? 

Neither the President nor his Administration 
is about to invite a new Indo-China conflict 
surreptitiously. The idea that Washington may 
be sneaking the American people into another 
Asian war has all the look of a pumped-up 
poltergeist. 

★ ★ ★ 

Defense Secretary Melvin Laird has said un- 
equivocally the Unifed States has no ground 
forces in Laos. The tenor of his statement in- 
dicates there is no intention whatever of send- 
ing troops into tbat little state. 

If the situation should change drastically, 
he said the President and defense establish- 
ment would consult with Congress before 
making any further decision. 

Why then, has a furor, largely inspired by* 
Senate foes of virtually every Viet policy, sud- 
denly been raised in Congress over the usual 
winter offensive of Red Vietnamese In Laos?, 
And over reports some .CIA agents and Green,,; 
Berets are tutoring Laotian Soldiers in defense ' 
— Incidentally with miniscule results? 

One reason Is because Viet •watchers In the • 
capital are understandably suspicious of any 
military operations s in the Vietnam! theater^';/, 
after tbe credibility gap during; the Johnson v ■' 


Administration. Some Senators are honestly 
fearful we are under hazard of having our' ■ 
military feet burned again.' X.- • 

Besides sincerity among some Congress- 
men, there Is the political possibility that 
compulsively partisan Democrats resent the 
fact Mr. Nixon has relegated the Viet issue 
toTimbo by hls Vietnamization program and 
gradual troop pullout. 

Every year at this time the North Vietnam' - a 
have loosed offensives in Laos, taking the Plain 
of Jars and bcefihg up protection of the Ho ChU: 
Minh highway into South ‘Vietnam. As regular- 
ly as clockwork, the Laotians have won back 
the plain. Whether they can this year or wheth- 
er Reds now intend to take over all Laos by 
force has caused some worry in Washington — 
not a great deal. 

* * * 

Laos is a plot of real estate no bigger than 
Oregon and with a population of about 3 mil- 
lion. Its only strategic value is the Ho highway 
for Hanoi troops and supplies. Because the 
; United States has been heavily bombing this , 
reinforcement route, cries of "escalation” have 
been raised. Americans nave, however, beer, 
bombing the Ho Chi Minh supply road steadily 
for years. The only real hazard that might be 
raised by a Red grab of Laos would be the t 
Communist armed threat to Thailand. This ia/;j 
not immediate and could likely be staved off. -U 

* * * A; 

A roundup of opinion among Washingtcn^l 
analysts by the Wall Street Journal concludes;!] 
the Laos problem is not at all likely to mush- 
room into another Vietnam, even threaten such 
a bog, • 1 " 

' New' war over Laos is not wanted by the 
Administration, nor apparently by the Viet Com- 
munists. $ ... - , 

The thoracic uproar over a Laotian military 
Crisis, involving us and Reds in Southeast Asia, 
appears no more than a .jittery fribble in a 
brief surge of headlines. : ’• 1 V; ' XV : v~ 
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By Scrlpps-Howard Newspapers 

KEY BISCAYNE, Fla., March 6 — President 
Nixon, under increasing pressure to lift the 
veil of secrecy, put the finishing touches today 
..on a statement explaining what the U.S, is 
doing in Laos and why. 

Mr. Nixon flew to his vacation home here 
last night with Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, his 
' chief foreign policy adviser, after the White 
House alerted several Washington news bu- 
I reaus that a statement on Laos would be made 
‘ this weekend, probably late today. 

■ Sen. George S. McGovern, D-S.D., referring 
to press reports about B52 bombings and the 

r „ 1 lU n m-niind C91/1 


These operations have been clandestine be- 
cause Laos is defined as '‘neutral" by terms of 
the 1962 Geneva accords, which forbid outside , 
forces to intervene. But fear that Laos may ■ 
become another Vietnam is forcing a more : 
complete official explanation. . 

Mr. Nixon Nov. 3 said the American people ■! 
should not be asked to support a war about . 
which they had not been fully informed. : 

Mr. Nixon will contend, as Mr, Johnson did, J 
that the U.S. presence has been forced by the j 
massive intervention of North Vietnamese . 
-troops. Mr. Nixon said earlier this year that 


to press reports about B52 bombings and the , 5000(l North Vietnamese troops were m Laos, 
presence of U.S. personnel on the ground, said activities there are solely for the pur-i 

, e5 .erday the IbS ft. L.oll.n ?ov=rnm«t 


war” in Laos. Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee Chairman J. William Fulbright D-Ark., 
also has been pressing for full disclosure of 
U.S. involvement in the kingdom bordering 
Vietnam. . 

U.S. paramilitary personnel, reportedly op- 
erating under the CIA have been in Laos for 


“Our activities there are solely for the pur-i 
pose of seeing that the Laotian government j 
(forces) ... are not overwhelmed by North 1 
Vietnamese and other communist forces, he j 

said at his Jan. 30 press conference. He added I 

that these activities are “at their request, i 
referring to the Laotian government. 

Mr. Nixon has insisted, however, in response 


erating under the CIA nave oeen in ™ Mr. isixon nas nisisieu, 

several years. It has been Nixon Administra- (0 cr iticism, that U.S. involvement in Laos has 

tion policy -jhst as it not increased since, he became President ; 

dent Lyndon B. Johnson -r- not to acknowledge . 

publicly that they were there..;. . , v - g ;; | 
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Whiic Ilousej 
Statement 
Due on Laos 


By Murrey Mnrdcr 

W»»hlinlon Po»l Blalf Writer I 

The White 1 louse Is expect- 
ed to Issue t statement, prob-j 
ably today, on Amcrlcaft In- 
volvement In the semi-secret 
war In Laos In an attempt to 
quell domestic alarm about 

escalating warfare in South- 
east Asia. 

There is open concern in-; 
islde Ihc administration that! 
suspicions about clandestine!- 
warfare in Laos can shattcri 
the relative American calm', 
about U.S. strategy in adjoin-! 
inn South Vietnam. General- 
ised denials that there Is any 
[current administration inten- 
jtion to send American ground 
I troops into Laos have failed , 
to head off congressional ap-i 
prehensions. 

White House Press Secre- 
tary Ronald L. Ziegler 'said: . 
j yesterday that “we have been 
considering this matter and! 

I there is a very good posslblll-f 
Ity that we will have some ad-l 
ditlonal information to give 
you this weekend.” 

President Nixon left Wash- 
ington last night by Jet for 
a three-day weekend at Key 
Biscayne, Fla. He was ac- 
Icompanied by his principal 1 
aides, including Henry A. 
Kissinger, his national securi- 
ty adviser. 

What is expected is a 
While House statement on 
Laos with a press briefing for 
newsmen. h 

The Nixon administration 
is expected to tell only part 
of the facts about the full 
U.S. role in the Laotian war 
because the conflict directly 
(involves the Central Intclli- 
gence Agency, whose detailed 
activities in such a situation 
[never' are officially disclosed. 


President Nixon, ns Presi- 
dents Johnson and Kennedy 
before him. is operating on 
the principle that nny one- 
sided disclosure of covert ac- 
tivities In Laos would put the 
United Slates nt ft' major dip- 
lomatic disadvantage and also 
damage the, prospects for halt- 
ing (he Laotian conflict. 

The internal argument has 
been that North Vietnam 
never admitted Hint it failed 
to comply with the 10(12 Gen- 
eva agreement lo pull Us 
troops out of Laos, hut Instead 
greatly increased them. U.S. 
military support, training, aid 
nir power was then requested 
clandestinely by Laotian Pre- 
mier Souvanna l’houma to 
preserve his neutral regime. 

Tills has put both sides, for 
some years, in actual violation 
of the Geneva neutrality ac- 
cords. But whoever admitted 
it officially would put himself 
on the spot. President Nixon 
publicly tried to hold that line 
as recently as his Jan. 30 
press conference. Since then, 
however, a rolling North Viet- 
namese-led offensive in Laos, 
reportedly with 15,000 new 
troops added to the 40,000 to 
50.000 Hanoi soldiers there, 
has escalated U.S. ntnrm 
about “another Vietnam,” put- 
ting pressure on . the White 
House to speak out. 

President Nixon in the re- 
cent past has acknowledged 
that U.S. air power has been 
engaged In "interdicting" the 
flow of North Vietnamese in- 
filtrators across Laos into 
South Vietnam. The United 
States has said very little offi- 
cially, however, about Its role 
in the other war in Laos, for 
control of Laos itself. 

Now, U.S. strategists them-j 
selves arc wondering whether ; 
.the Communists plan either to ' 
intensify the level of warfare 
in Laos to checkmate U.S. 
strategy in Vietnam, or to try 
to gain enough control in Laos 
to force the United States to 
halt the bombing of the so- 
called Ho Chi Mlnh infiltra- 
tion trails. , The latter has been 
a longtimeHanoi objective. . 
* On Tuesday.. in.l*'. private 


STATINTL 

RDP80-01601 R00 

meeting with the Senate For- 
eign Relations Committee, 
Secretary of State William P. 
Rogers sought to case senato- 
rial fears that the United 
States is contemplating send- 
ing ground troops Into Laos if 
the situation worsens. 

: Administration nnd congrcsV 
slonnl Sources yesterday both 
denied published reports that 
Rogers gave the committed n 
binding, assurance that the 
Nixon administration never 
will do so. 

It is impossible to give any 
such absolute guarantee, ad- 
ministration sources said. 
What Rogers did tell the com- 
mittee, sources In both 
branches of government said, 
was that the administration 
has no current plans to send 
any ground combat troops into 
Laos nnd would consult with 
Congress in advance if such 
an emergency should arise. 

.Rogers also notified Sen. 
Stuart Symington (D-Mo.), 
chairman of a Foreign Itcla 



sidcring a report to the Amcrl 
can people that will be “help 
ful” on this count, too. 

Mansfield, said he Is en- 
couraged to hope that more 
facts about U.S. activities Jn 
Laos wilt be released. Other- 
wise, he said, “The people 
Will become more and more 
suspicious and the situation 
will become more difficult.” 
.Mansfield snld, “We are up to 
our neck in Laos and over 
our head In Vietnam." 

Ren. George McGovern 
(D-R.D.) renewed his charges 
yesterday that in Laos "we 
arc flirting dangerously with 
a new Vietnam. 

“The administration is vio- 
lating the Geneva settlement 
of 10G2 by interfering mili- 
tarily in Laos,” McGovern 
told the National Newspaper 
Association in the Senate 
auditorium. McGovern said, 
“I firmly believe we are at 
war in Laos on a dangerous 
scale," and “the Nixon ad- 
ministration is guilty of deli- 


lnvcstigated U.S. involvement 
in Laos, that the "serious situ- 
ation , presently existing in 
Laos” makes it impractical for 
Ambassador G. MeMurtie 
Godlcy to return to Washing- 
ton to testify. When feasible, 
said Rogers, that will be ar- 
ranged. 

The Symington subcommit- 
tee has clashed with the ad- 
ministration for months over 
security censorship and re- 
lease of the ) record of its 
dosed hearings on Laos. 

Senate Majority Leader 
Mike Mansfield (D-Mont.) told 
newsmen yesterday that he be-, 
llevea President Nixon 1* com 


tions subcommittee that has/berate deceit” in its explana- 


tions about that war. 

Sen. Harry F. Byrd (D- 
W.Va.) told the Senate, ”Un- 
der no foreseeable circum- 
stances must we become in- 
volved In another ground war 
in Asia.” Byrd said a state- 
ment this week by Premier 
Souvanna Fhouma suggests 
“that he may be becoming 
desperate and is seeking wid- 
er and more comprehensive 
support from the United 
States.* .(■ - •••>**• 
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Senate Pressure 
Stirs Nixon Action 


By GARNETT D. HORNER 

Star Staff Writer 


w» 


Maintains Silence 

. „ „ me U.S. government has re- 
KEY BISCAYNE, Fla,— ma i ne( j silent about news re- 

MUrnn in f/loHlf . 


The 


President Nixon is ready to pnrts 0 f 3352 bombing missions in 
make public now some informa- Lhe v ici n ity of the Plain of Jars, 
tion he has tried to keep secret reccnt iy overrun by North Viet- 
about how deeply the United na mese ground combat troops, 
States is involved in helping )and of Americans out of uni- 
iLaos combat Communist invad-'f orm working with the Royal 
ers from North Vietnam, Laotian forces on the ground. 

The new information was ex-j The Nixon administration has 
pected to be released by thelbeen under pressure, primarily 
winter White House soon, prob- 


ably some time today. 

Indications were that the in-j 
formation made public would be 
substantially that which has* 
been provided to congressional 
committees in executive session 


from members of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, to 
make public more detailed infor- 
mation about the extent of U.S. 
involvement. Democrats kept 
up that pressure In the Senate 


during recent weeks by Secre-j yesterday, 
tary of State William P, Rogers I There Is good reason for say- 
and Defense Secretary Melvin;; w officially, as little as possi- 

n Y fi tn TiAAV 


bio about tho U.S. rolo In Laos. 
The little Southeast Aslan coun- 1 
try is officially neutral. The 1962 
Geneva accords, signed by the 
United States, North Vietnam, 
Communist China and the Soviet 
i Union guarantee the neutrality 
"of Laos and forbid foreign troop 
intervention. 

Requested by Premier 


r, Laird, 

The whole Laotian Issue— what 
the United States should do 
there and how much should be 
ftold the American people and 
the world about it— is an inherit- 
ed one for Nixon. 

The problem of what to do 
about Laos dates back to at least 
1062 when the late President 

Jblm F. Kenned^ tried to put it " ‘ thfi {j nited States ; s to'make" the "trip hastUy signed . 
on the’ shelf with the acc ° rd ^ do ^g ^ been requested by|up for the White House press 
reached at Geneva for a neutral- Laotian p rem i er Souvanna plane, 
list Laos. Phouma, who said a few days Zie fl® r 

i Nixon does not see the present a go American air support was s^Sivity in^SofwS not 

jissue as one of “admitting" this, the only t ^S^ e ®P in T f^; 5 h c v 0 i ^; | C qme from the President person- 


policy in Laos have said noth- 
ing, however, about violations 
of the accords by North Vietr* 
nam or its two divisions in Laos, 
There has been considerable 
soul-searching within the admin- 
istration about the risk of saying 
anything more publicly about 
U.S. activity in Laos. 

Daily Questioning 
The issue apparently was re- 
solved within the last 36 hours or 
so. Until yesterday, White House 
Press Secretary Ronald L. Zie- 
gler would say under almost 
daily questioning, that he could 
add nothing to what Nixon had 
said In his press conferences 
about Laos. , , j 

But yesterday Ziegler toldi 
newsmen there was a “good pos- 
sibility" of "additional informa- 
tion" about U.S. involvement In 
Laos being provided them here 
this weekend. 

Nixon flew to his winter home 
beside Biscayne Bay last night 
for a long weekend of work and 
relaxation. 

After Ziegler’s advice yester- 
day afternoon, a dozen or so 
reporters who had not planned 




' f onrHine U S activity. f’T from falling to North Viet- 
,°r that regarding . • namese aggression. 

Rather, he sees it as a question Nq evjdenC0 hag dcvelopcd to 

!of meeting U.S. obligations con- dispute statements by Nixon and 
cerning preservation' of the neu- others that no U.S. ground com- 
'tralitv of Laos, with the mini- bat military forces are in Laos, 
(trauiy ’ f Amer j ca n But reports of ground activity 

mum possible risk ?5 there of nonuniformed Ameri- 

linvolvement in another ground canS( presumably CIA person- 
war in Southeast Asia. pel, coupled with demands from 

All Nixon has admitted oft , ^senators that the full story be 
daily so far is that U.S. bomb- told> have tended to stlrsua- 
era are attempting to interdict 

North Vietnamese reinforce! critic* ■<*,. tho jdjnlniafra^ 
irients and supplies mojdnrf; , " ' ~ 

along tb® Ho Chi Mlnh trail; 
through Laoe is Soute 
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Charges Laos Bloc 


K 


Market Money Deals 


UY KlU'.D FARRAR 
IChieaso Tilbunt Ptttt Seivlcel 

Washington,' March 4— Sen, 
Abraham Ribicoff fD..Comi.|, 
' charged today that black 
, market currency manipulations 
have spread from Viet Nam to 
■Laos and American pilots are 
I involved. 

[ Ribicoff made the charge as 
his Senate permanent investi- 
gations subcommittee reopened 
hearings into the misuse of 
! noncommissioned officers club 
! funds and black market cur- 
rency dealings in Viet Nam. 

Ribicoff did not elaborate ou 
the currency black market in 
Laos, except In say that the 
kip. the basic Laotian unit of 
| currency, is involved and 
• profits from the transactions 
| have been tunneled into bank 
' accounts in the United Slates. 

1 Operated by CIA 

| He also did not specify 
.whether he was talking about 
military or civilian pilots. Two 
private air lines operated by 
the central intelligence agency 
use civilian pilots to fly supply 
and olher missions thruout 
much of Laos. 

Ribicoff's allegations came 
after Secretary of the Army 
Stanley Resor disclosed in a 
statement to the subcommittee 
that the army’s continuing 
investigation of club fund ir- 
regularities have uncovered “a 
few additional incidents , of 
possible misconduct apparently 
unrelated to the incidents high- 
lighted in your hearings.” 

Declines to Tell Details 
, S ubcommittee investigators 
were the first to uncover 
evidence of irregularities in the 
use of club funds. Last fall the 
subcommittee held extensive 
public hearings on that matter 
and on black market currency 
manipulations in Viet Nam by 



Ken. Abraham Ribicoff 

American military men and 
civilians there. 

. Resor declined to give details 
of the new cases In today's 
public session because, he said, 
of “the possibility of criminal 
actions in these cases.” 

Resor also said that two 
army ttso by various police 
retired Maj. Gen. Carl Turner, 
former army provost marshal, § 
have been completed and "in* 
accordance with an agreement 
with the department of justice, 
copies have been made availa- 1 
ble to the internal revenue ; 
service.” j 

Turner allegedly sold fire- ! 
arms he had been given for • 
army ues by various police 
departments, including Chi- 
cago’s. ! 

Could Mean Single Trial j 
Resor said that information 1 
turned over to the justice 
department about five present 
and former army sergeants 
who formed a company to sell 
supplies to srevice dubs "could 
result in a single trial of all five 
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(Rvprlntrd from rtilcrdar'l l»t« •dtllontl 

Washington, March 3 wi - 
Son. J. William Fulbright [D., 
Ark.] said loday that "high 
officials of the administration” 
have told members of his Sen- 
ate foreign relations commit- 
tee that “Laos is even more 
important than. Viet Nam.” 

! "The fact that high officials 
of the administration think this 
scares me to death,” Fulbright 
told the Senate. "It suggests an 
ominous and dangerous future 
for the United States in that, 
remote country.” 

His comments came in the 
middle of a speech he placer 
in the Congressional Record 
after delivering only the first 
and last paragraphs because 
of time limitations. 

He Joins McGovern 
It came after he joined la 
a call by Sen. George Mc- 
Govern ID., S. D.] for a secret 
Senate session on Laos. 

The Senate’s senior Repub- 
lican, George D. Aiken IVt.l, 
said he docs not share the 
concern of many senators that 
Laos could turn into another 
Viet Nam. 

Fulbright asked: If Viet 
Nam was important enough to 
justify the commitment of halt 
a million American troops, then 
in this view how many more 
could justifiably be committed 
to Laos, which is one of the 
few worse places than Viet 
Nam to fight a war?” 

May Have to Decide 

He said the United States 
"may soon havp to decide 
whether to go all the way in 
Laos— that is, to make It an- 
other Viet Nam— or to get out. 

Aiken was asked after a com- 
mittee hearing on United States 
military aid procram in Viet 
Nam if he thought Laos might 
•become a new Viet Nam. His 
reply: "No.” 

"If it did,” Aiken told re- 
porters, “it would create such 
an upheaval In this country 
that any good resulting from a 


Invited Red Offensive 
"It also seems clear,” he 
said, “that wc invited the re- 
cent Communist offensive in 
the Plain of Jars by encourag- 
ing an American trained, 
equipped, and directed Laotian 
army to seize this area last Sep- 
tember, thus unsettling a more 
or less stable military lino that 
' had existed for several years." 

It "There is growing evidence 
that the CIA [central Intelli- 
gence ngcncy] and American 
militnrv personnel— apparently 
in civilian garb— are directing 
Laotian military operations, 
he said. 

Secretary of Defense Melvin 
Laird, talking to reporters, said 
there has been no buildup of 
United States manpower— either 
civilian or military — in Laos. 

Laird was asked about Mc- 
Govern’s statement that there 
“has been more and more 
American airpower, 'American 
advisers, and CIA operatives 

in Laos. , - '■ 

I “I can categorically state 
there- has been no buildup of 
individuals whether civilians or | 
military on the ground in Laos 
or within the* country,” he said. | 

Tone Is Critical 
On the Senate floor, the tone 
continued to be critical of the 
Nixon administration, with 
three Democratic senators — 
M c G o v e r n, Fulbright, and 
Stuart Symington of Missouri- 
on the attack. 

“In spite of the painful les- 
sons' of Viet Nam, we are going 
down the same road in Laos, 
and we nrc doing it in secret, 
McGovern said. 

McGovern, one of the earliest , 
Senate critics of the Viet Nam . 
war, said United States B-52 
and tactical bombing.raids over 
Laos “aro comparable to or 
greater than the raids ov<s? 
North Viet Nam : at their heavi- 
est." 
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forces for pence In Vietnam "will enter Into 
tnlks to set up a provisional coalition gov- 
ernment. . . Seemingly Hanoi expects the 
latter to happen; It does not havo to be ne- 
gotiated at Paris. 

What might all this mean? 

1. For the first time Hanoi has told us how 

to meet the "total and unconditional with- 
drawal" requirement — by announcing It 
publicly. t , .. 

2. Tho key to the announcement Is the 
certainty that by a specified date all of our 
troops will bo withdrawn. 

3. While Hanoi says six months, this could 
be read as A bargaining gambit. Xuan Thuy 
said that tho U.S. "must accept the principle 
of withdrawal, then put It Into practice/’ and 
that some U.S. forces could remain In South 

'Vietnam even ns late ns the elections to be 
conducted by the provisional coalition gov- 
ernment. 

4. Hanoi's "total and unconditional' phrase 
remains, raising the question ns to what wOjlpne 
might get In return for our withdrawal m — L 
nounccment. Hnnol backed away from tlUs 


tho U.S., further reduce tho level of military 
activity and return all American POW’s. 

President Nixon last May said: "If North 
Vietnam wants to Insist that it has no 
forces in South Vlotnam, wo will no longer 
debnto tho point — provided that Its forces 
cense to bo there, and that wo have reliable 
assurance that they will not return.” 

But, while asking questions about some, 
of Hanoi’s shifts of position, the Nixon Ad- 
ministration has refused to make any new 
proposals. It Insists that It has already made 
so many concessions that the next offer 
must come from tho other side. 

If Mr. Oelb h right, North Vietnam has 
now conceded several points. The return 
of Politburo member Lo Duo Tho to Paris 
from Hanoi Friday makes this a strategic 
moment to attempt to revitalize tho nego- 
tiations. Hanoi's reaction to tho Oelb pro- 
posal, If It wore now advanced In Paris, 
would quickly reveal whether this con be 


lowed by only 2 days the far-reaching 
message of President Nixon on the en- 
tire subject of the environment. Secre- 
tary Hardin’s response to the President’s 
challenge to all of us to summon "our 
energy, our Ingenuity, and our con- 
science In a cause as fundamental as life 
Itself” was directly to the point. 

Both the American farmer and the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture have 
been engaged for decades In practices 
•which enrich and protect our environ- 
ment. , , 

Since the dust bowl days of the 1930 s, 
Secretary Hardin pointed out, more than 
two million individual farmers, ranch- 
ers, communities, and other land users 
have voluntarily signed cooperative 
agreements to put conservation plans 
into effect— plans that involve three- 
quarters of a billion acres of land. 

Yet, as the Secretary correctly ob- 


nounccment. Hnnol backed away from tlbs Yet, as the Secretary correctly 

same phrase in October, 1968. When Ao THE INVOLVEMENT OF THE UNITED served, new technology has presented 
the bombing. Hnnol accepted the STATES IN LAOS new problems affecting environmental 


tUUIlU pill 4VOV *1* - 

stopped the bombing, Hnnol accepted the 
condition that the Government of South 
Vietnam be seated In Paris along with the 
National Liberation Front ns part of a your- 
sldc-our-sldc arrangement. We also assumed 
and had reason to believe that Hanoi under- 
atood that It should "not take advantage" of 
our bombing cessation by shelling major 
cities and by abusing the DMZ. To a degree, 
Hanoi has lived up to our assumption of “no 
advantage.” . , . 

This past experience Is suggestive of what 
we could ask from Hanoi now. Politically, wo 
might extract the condition that Hanoi and 
the N.L.F. agree to talk with the Govern- 
ment of Vietnam about political settlement. 
Militarily, we could give Hanoi to understand 
that we expect Its forces In the South to be 
reduced accordingly, tho level of military 
activity to decline, and require the return of 
all American fow'b. 

This proposal Is not Inconsistent with 
President Nixon's speech of May: "Peace ^on 
paper Is not as important as peace In fact. ' 

We should not consider the Paris pence 
talks a forgotten chapter of the war. Presi- 
dent Nixon's objective of free self-determi- 
nation and Hanoi's objective of full U.S. 
withdrawal are not mutually exclusive. 

Leslie H. Gelib. 

Alexandria, Va„ January 22, 1970. 

(Note. — The writer, former Acting Deputy 

■ Assistant Secretary of Defense for Policy 
Planning and Arms Control, worked on the 
Parle negotiations.) 

• [From the . New York Times, Feb. 1, 1070) 

- Pahis Peace Opening 
*\ high Pentagon official of tho Johnson 

■ 6a. d early Nixon Administrations, who worked 
on the secret Paris negotiations on Vlet- 
r'ltii, believes the North Vietnamese may now 

f)> trying to tell tho United States how to 
break tho deadlock In tho peace talks, 

Tho shift In Hanoi's position described In 
today's letter to the editor from IaviIIo It. 
Clclb. former Acting Deputy Assistant Hrcrc- 
tary of Defense for Policy Planning and Arms 
Control, seems to provide an opportunity for 
the United States to employ again a device 
■ similar to that used In 1908 to get the ne- 
gotiations going In tho first place. Mr. Oclb’s 
suggestion Is that the United Stntes lnlornt 
Hanoi and Moscow privately that It will pub- 
licly announce a terminal date for with- 
drawal of all Its troops If It can also an- 
nounce that It assumes and has reason to 
believe the other eldo will comply with two 
conditions. These are: first that Hanoi and 
Use National Liberation Front will' promptly 
enter Into negotiations with the Saigon Gov- 
ernment for a political settlement and sec- 
ond. that North Vietnam will withdraw Its 
forces from the South at tho earn* rate as 


STATES IN LAOS 

Mr, P ELL . Mr. President, the time for 
candor about the deepening involvement 
of the United States in Laos has ob- 
viously arrived. The American people 
have a right to a public accounting from 
the administration. They have a right to 
an official explanation of what we are 
doing there and why. They have a right 
to know what the intentions of the ad- 
ministration are. They have a right to 
know what the actual military situation 
In Laos is. 

Certainly there have been some alarm- 
ing reports In the press. We ore told that 
hundreds of American warplanes are 
providing direct air Support to a guer- 
1,1, _ rnlcpd and financed bV the altogether nuing ana proper, a <10 nuuuu 

Jii 1 In and ( Istrotlon of our sixteenth President left slg 
CIA.. This Is all taking P*ace in my mar jts 0 n agriculture— for it wa 

around the Plain of Jars, scores of miles rtuximt those years that three lasting piece 


new problems affecting environmental 
quality. He cited the Department’s de- 
termination to help solve these problems 
and outlined the policy objectives It is 
following to reach early solutions, 

I believe the Secretary’s speech merits 
the attention of all who are concerned 
•with the agricultural aspects of envi- 
ronmental quality and I ask unanimous 
consent that It be placed in the Record. 

There being no objection, the state- 
ment was ordered to be printed in the 
Record, as follows: 

Address by Secretary of Agriculture 
' Clifford M. Hardin 

It may be concldonco that wo are meeting 
on Abraham Lincoln's birthday— but It Is 
altogether fitting and proper. The Admin- 


from the so-called Ho Chi Mlnh Trail 
where our bombing raids are said to be 
necessary to hinder North Vietnamese 
Infiltration In South Vietnam. 

I need not remind the Senate that our 
present tragic and seemingly endless in- 
volvement in South Vietnam began with 
Intervention on a somewhat smaller scale 
than now seems to be the case in Laos. 
One clear lesson we should have drawn 
from Vietnam Is that an increase In our 
own involvement leads inevitably to a 
similar increase by the other side. What 
will we do then? 

We must ask ourselves just how vital 
are our interests In Laos and how much 
in lives and money we are willing to pay 
to preserve them. But wo cannot answer 
these questions so long as tho pertinent 
facts aro kept behind a shield of official 
secrecy. 

In short, Mr. President, the public and 


AUIIASUIV HHMIW O - ----- — — ' 

during those years that three lasting pieces 
of legislation came Into being — the Morrill 
Act providing for the Land-Grant Colleges 
and Universities, the Act creating the United 
States Department of Agriculture, and the 
Homestead Act. Together they set the pat- 
tern for American agriculture. The Home- 
stead Act resulted In the settling of half a 
continent and placed the management of our 
basic soli and water resources In the hands 
of Independent frce-hold farmers. 

The 19 th century brought progress and it 
brought exploitation. The century began with 
a patent for the first cast Iron plow; It euded 
with the Invention of the gasoline engine 
and the automobile. 

Today we are very much aware that our 
technological advances which have done so 
much for us and for tho world also are ser- 
iously offending and polluting our environ- 
ment. Tho alarm has been sounded, and Just 
tho day beforo yesterday, President Nixon 
nont to the Congrc.'i# a comprehensive 37* 
point program, embracing 23 major legisla- 
tive proposals and 14 new mennurcs being 


III short, Mr, uicsiaciit, wn: puouv 

the Senate badly need a public statement tdken by administrative aoUon or Executive 

of administration policy. ■~j In V [ ew ^ rising public concern and 

* against the backdrop of the President's new 


ROLE OF AGRICULTURE IN IMPROV- 
ING THE ENVIRONMENT 

Mr. MILLER. Mr. President, Secretary 
of Agriculture Clifford M, Hardin, ad- 
dressing the National Farm Institute 
In Dcb Moines on February 13, described 
the important role of agriculture in Im- 
proving our environment. 

The Secretary's significant address 

, ■ * > »_ a ai. 


n^UIUOV VAAV uuvuuivp W» — -V - - 

Initiatives, It Is Imperative that those of us 
with agricultural responsibilities ro-thlnk 
and re-assess the special role of agriculture. 

As the President sold In his message, "The 
’fight against pollution, however. Is not a 
search for villains. For the most part, the 
damage done to our environment has not 
been tho work of evil men, nor has it been 
the lnovitablo by-produet elthor of advanc- 
ing technology or of growing population. It 
results not so much from choices made, as 


tho secretary's significant aa areas results not so muon irom cnoieee — 

wsa particularly timely in that.it fol- from choices neglected; not from malign in- 
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I'd Pulliam, n retiree, who hnnn’t "stopped 
out of the house" since his only son, Eddie, 
wns killed .Tim. 11, during' ft night sweep hy 
the Viet. Cong, mourns the "extra sorrow In 
this little community." 

The dond soldier's mother wns nenr col- 
lapse Monday. 

"We Just got the last letter from my son 
today," she said in n quavering voice. 

They were pleased that Hep. V. If. Odom, 
ft Democrat from Wngoncr, Is calling heavy 
war losses from Coweta to the nttcntlon of 
Oklahoma's congrcsslonnl delegation "to sco 
If something can bo dono” nbout the dis- 
proportionate number of Vietnam casualties 
from the town. 

Seven young Cowctans have been killed 
there — three from the high school class of 
10G7. Two members of that class were killed 
In the past GO days. 

The dead are Franklo Faught, Dallas Fer- 
ryman, Billy Carver, Grover Boston, Phillip 
Sanders, Donald Sloat and Pulliam. 

Jerry Zachary, Junior high principal and 
high school counselor, said thoro were 37 
boys In tlio class of 'G7. Fourteen members 
of the class went to Vietnam, 11 of them 
survive. 

In writing to Senators Fred Harris and 
Henry Bcllmon and Hep. Ed Edmondson, 
Odom said: 

"Surely this small community has already 
given nioro than Its share of these flno young 
men In this conflict. The people there think 
these men should bo scattered out In some 
other branch of service with tho possibility 
of losing fewer In tho future.” 

Odom became Interested In Coweta's casu- 
alty price, Zachary said when Bob Hatfield, 
father of one of the boys still In Vietnam, 
called on him to see If something couldn't 
be done. 

“He came to school and wanted a list of 
those still there to sco If they couldn’t be 
scattered out because they were all In a 
bunch,” Zachary said. 

It Is possible that Broken Arrow may wont 
to make a similar request. In December 
Broken Arrow unveiled a momorlal to seven 
native sous lost in Vietnam. Its population 
is 12,200. 

Honored by a granite marker In Broken 
Arrow are Sammy Jones Jr„ Walter C. Black, 
Jr., James W. Pendergrass, John Robert 
(Bud) Gainer, Poul David Lucas, Gary Keith 
Barnett, and Kenneth Dean Rankin. 

"I Bupposo we’ve paid no higher price than 
many others have — 40,000 other U.8. homes 
' hove been Invaded,” Pulliam sold, "and yet 
wo hope It la possible to do something about 
the wanton loss of life. 

“I guess It (Coweta) has one of tho highest 
casualty lists. It Is terrible In one small town. 
I know It la terrible when you lose an only 
son — one you’ve built your world around,” 
Pulliam said. 

"Every time we turn around we become 
more aware of It (tho war loss) Zachary 
said. About a week after Pulliam woq killed 
word camo of tho death of Donald Sloot. 
Several wcckB before Pulliam died In tho VO 
attack Cowctans learned of tho death of Sgt. 
Phillip B. Bandera. All three young men had 
been In the clans of ’07. 

Sloat stepped on a land mine. Sanders, first 
reported missing In action In May, died with- 
out ever seeing his G-month-old daughter. 


Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. President, I Rsk 
unanimous consent that a statement X 
made today before the National News- 
paper Association be printed at this point 
In the Record followed by an editorial, 
“And Now Laos,” which appeared In the 
March 7, 1970, issue of the New Re- 
publican, 


There being no objection, the state- 
ment and editorial were ordered to be 
printed In the Record, ns follows: 

The Secret War in Laos 

(Statement by Senator Georoe McGovern) 

I chorgo again today that tho Nixon Ad- 
ministration Is misleading tho American 
people in waging a secret war In Laos. 

We are flirting dangerously with a new 
Vietnam. 

The Administration Is violating tho Geneva 
settlement of 1002 by Interfering militarily 
In Laos. 

In addition to providing military and CIA 
ground personnel, wo are sending American 
bombers against Laos at a rate of 500 mis- 
sions a day. I wns on dally operations as a 
pilot In World War II over some of tho most 
strategic targets In Europe with bomb loads 
that did not approach what wo are now 
dropping on little Laos. 

Secretary of Dcfcnso Laird speaking for 
tho Nixon Administration line replied to my 
basic contention by cleverly denying that we 


That explanation should have come long 
ago. I demand It now. Given an honest state- 
ment of what wo arc doing, I believe tho 
American people will demand that we stop 
wasting the blood and treasure of this great 
country In another hopeless military opera- 
tion In the Jungles of Asia. 

I firmly believe we are at war In-Laos on a 
dangerous scale,. Let the President tell u* 
that and tell un^why and then let tho Con- 
gress and the American people make a Judg- 
ment ns to whether wc want to declare war 
In Loos or call It ofT, but for God’s sake and 
for tho snko of our children and our troubled 
nation let us not drirt Into another Vietnam 
without even knowing what we are doing. 


[From the New Republic, Mar. 7, 1970 ) 
And Now Laos 

The funeral urns that give the Plain of 
Jnrs Its name Is a somber reminder that 
American military entrapment In Laos Is Just 
what wo don’t need, especially when the 
Administration 1* patently falling to dlaen- ’ 
/fcage at reasonable npoed from Vietnam. For 


have Increased the number of military and 7 months now, US planes Including B-52s havo 
CIA personnel on tho ground. V been laying thick carpets of explosives on 


, Tho Nixon Administration Is guilty of do- 
■ liberate deceit In that reply. It Ignores tho 
fact that wo aro using B-52s nqd tactical 
bombers to blast not only the trails in east- 
ern Laps but tho Northcnstcrn section of 
Lnos around the Plalnc dcs Jnrres. 

Furthermore, the Administration should 
explain why wc have ground personnel op- 
erating in conjunction with tho Laotian 


eastern Laos. In September, very heavy Amer- 
ican bombing of tho Plain of Jars enabled 
Laotian government forces to capture areas 
tho Patlict Lao had held for six or seven 
years. On February 18, unnamed officials In 
Washington were assuring reporters that tho 
Intensive bombing — tho current rate Is over 
10,000 tons monthly — had "substantially im- 
proved” tho military situation of the Laotian 


army. They should explain why wo aro vlo- government. Almost Immediately, the Laotian 
latlng the Geneva commitment of 1062. They government troops had to fall back and the 
should explain why we are participating In Plain seems to havo been lost again to the 


another Vletnnm-type Involvement. 

I was astounded to learn from the Chair- 
man of tho Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee that Administration witnesses have 
told his committee that our policymakers are 


Pathet Lao and their North Vietnamese allies. 

This country has lost at least 100 aircraft 
and their air crews apparently for nothing. 
Laotian government troops are unable to pre- 
vent the Pathet Lao and the North Vlct- 


now more concerned about holding tho line nomese from recapturing tho Plain of Jars; 


In Lnos than In Vietnam. 


they loot control of It In September only 


Are wo about to sacrifice moro young because tho sudden American air assault 


Americans In another war In Southeast Asia? 
Have wc learned nothing from tho long years 
of bloodshed and blunders In Vietnam? 

I contend that the Administration Is cover- 
ing up the facts of a bloody military opera- 
tion In Laos that has already secretly cost 
the lives of scores of American bombing crews 
and -American aircraft. , 

Tho Administration Is violating Artlclo I, 
Section 8 of the Constitution which places 
In tho Congress the power to declare war. 

Tho Administration Is deceiving tho Ameri- 
can people and their elected representatives 
In tho CongrcsB. Tho Administration Is be- 
traying our International commitment In 
waging a secret war after pledging with other 
nations In 1002 that we would not Intervene 
militarily in Laos. 

I demand os a citizen and as a Senator of 
the United States that the President Inform 
the Congress and the Nation what we are 
doing In Laos. 


took them off guard. Since at least 10G4, the 
two sides in the Laotian civil war have an- 
nually gained a little ground on the Plain 
and lost a little ground, see-saw fashion, 
without tho overall position changing. (The 
civil war itself has been going on for 20 
years.) But there wns never any doubt that 
If they wished, tho 40.000 North Vietnamese 
who aro illegally In Laos could proceed on 
from the Plain to conquer the whole coun- 
try. They did not choose to. for their real 
interest and the reason for their presence Is 
not to overrun the country and toss out tho 
royal Laotian government, it Is to protect 
tho network of trails In eastern Laos by 
which North Vietnam supplies and replen- 
ishes Its forces In South Vietnam. The Ill- 
fated American attempt to make tho Laotian , 
government a present of tho Plain has no 
relevance to the Ho Chi Mlnh trails, which 
enter Laos from North Vietnam southeast 
of It. Our forces havo nevertheless Jumped 


I am convinced that any kind of American ' into tho thick of tho Laotian fighting. Amer- 


mllttnry Involvement In Laos, as In Vietnam, 
is a dreadful mlittnko. 

But tho primary question:! uro Ihcao: 

To wlint extent aro wo Involved militarily 


lean military "Instructors” In command of 
American-armed Mco tribesmen havo been 
thrown In on the side of the tjiotlan govern- 
ment troops, against the ratliot Lao and tho 


In Lnos? What Is tho reason for our Involve- North Vietnamese. All this Is taking placo 


ment and why havo tho Congress and tho 
American people not had this Information 


under a thick cloud of official silence or dis- 
claimers. In an anguished letter to Senator 


given to thorn? For seven years I have done p ra nk Church, an air- force pilot in Laos 


my best to stop tho war In Vlotnam. I am 
terribly distressed that that war drags on. 
But what I cannot tolerate and will not 
tolerate Is the thought that we would even 
oonsldcr going down this same bloody path 
again In still another Southeast Aslan nation. 

I refuso to accept this prospect, and I wont 
the Administration to know that I will con- 
tinue to protest with all my strength until 


wrote: "Why Is it. Senator, that the Ameri- 
can public Is not permuted to know what’s 
going on In Lnos, and the extent of American 
sacrifice there? American planes are lost 
every day [andj dozens of our airmen are 
killed or missing each week. Yet not a word 
to our pcoplo.” The young mah protested 
that bis comrades were dying lh "a futile, 
hopeless and nameless contest,"-. 1 Lost week 


the President either fully and satisfactorily American correspondent* in Laos attempted 
explains the war. In Laos or fully ends it* ■ to break through tho s e cre cy. They managed 
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Role 


B-52 Bombings 

■ The olficials also admit, in 
privalc, that U.S. B-52 bombers 
have been attacking North Viet- 
.iiamcse and Pathet Lao forces 
; on the Plain of'Jars. There also 
I have been repeated bombing 
1 sorties carried out by smaller 
; planes in support of the CIA 
“army” and the Royal Laotian 
forces. . 

I Administration officials are 
, well aware that press dis- 

■ WASHINGTON, D.C. — The' patches from, Laos reporting 
administration is deeply trou- the sleppcd-dp boiribing raids 
bled over the credibility prob- and the CIA activities have 
lorn that has arisen from its heightened the American pub- 
clandestine military operations lie’s fears and suspicions, 
in Laos. 


Feasible? 


Public Wary of 
‘No-Viet’ Claim 

By William McGaffin 

<Oes Moines Tribunp-Chlcaqo 
D.nly News Service) 




It is now wrestling with a 
dilemma, a key element of 
which is whether it is feasible, 
/j after the American public’s 
! painful memories of the Bay of 
jPigs and Vietnam, to conduct a 
war in secret. 

Officials insist privately 
that the policy being followed 
in Laos will not produce "an. 
other VIotnnni." They say the 
administration is so deter, j 
mined this will not happen 
that it would not send U.S. 
combat troops into Laos even 
if Communist forces were 
about to overrun the country. 


Officially, however, Defense 
Secretary Melvin It. Laird 
and others have given eva- 
sive answers in public. The 
reason is (hat if the adminis- 
tration admitted what it was 
doing, it would be an admis- 
sion that it was violating the 
1962 Geneva accord. 

it could point out that it was 
only doing this because tho 
Communists also are doing it 
and, in fact, had been the first 
.] to violate the accord. It has 
avoided any such ’ admissions, - 
however, for fear it might re- ■ 
suit in a very difficult diplo- 
matic situation-. 

It could, conceivably, force 


/ 


But it's difficult to convince; - 

the American public of this in] the Soviet Union to intervene 
view of some of the things now! ar >d als ° open the way for 

going on there. | Hanoi and other countries, who 

Officials do not deny, in pn-' signed the Geneva accord, to 
vale,- that -the Central ] n . I bring pressures, 
telligence Agency (CIA) operJ . Red Offensive 

— ] The United States has 

No\V^ A ivilvcie r stepped up the bombing of cnc- 

■ c £ I : my forces on the Plain of Jars 

( . , ■ , I because, officials say, the 

ales two air lines in Laos. | North Vietnamese are con- 
inese arc used to supply an] dueling an offensive with 50,000 
army of Meo tribesmen organ- ; troops and some heavy equip- 
ped, financed and directed byjmcnt. This is 15,000 more 
'CIA agents. , Uroops than they had in the 

• They contend, however, that , Country before. 

1 rfii Ambassador George M. ji! The officials note that the 
.. Jr y 15 ‘ a f "' m control of the ; United States is active in Laos 
situation. The State Department only because of its impor- 
is kept fully informed, they , tancc in relation to South 

■ f ay ’ aad lherc 1S no dan ficr of| Vietnam. The North Vietnam- 
the CIA blundering into another 
Bay of Pigs fiasco. 


, bul UK, 
iVl a! i 


ese use the IIo Chi Minh Trail 
through Laos as a main route 
for sending troops and sup- 
plies to South, Vietnam. 

The United States publicly’- 
admits it has been bombing thei 
trail to slow up the infiltration." 
It also hah, been secretly pro- 
viding military help to the Roy-] 
al Laotian forces to try to' 
make sure that a government 
friendly to the United States 
remains In power, 

The officials insist, however, 
that the Americans killed In ac- 
tion — mainly Air Force pilots 
— and the number of Ameri- 
cans involved in leadership po- 
sitions, as military advisers 
and CIA agents, is very small. 

Political Storm I 

The officials appear to feel 
that some of the critical sena- 
tors are only raising a storm 
about Laos for political pur- 
poses. They credit others, how- 
ever, with a sincere intent to 
keep the United States out of 
another Vietnam-type war. 

The officials say that if a 
clean breast could be made 
of the U.S. operation in Laos, i 
1 the public would be im- j 
pressed by the small number ; 
of personnel involved. 

A debate • in the adminis- 
tration now is whether it would 
not be possible to tell the public 
more of what is going on rather 
than risk a deepening of the 
(credibility gap with all the po- 
;litical implications it involves. 


(Copyright, mt) 
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iiLaos 


Having intervened in Vietnam at. a terrible 
cost of their young men’s blood, the American 
i people watch uneasily as part of the secrecy 
1 that conceals the American role in nearby Laos 
j is tom away. 

i Only glimpses of the American commitment 
[ in Laos have reached the public, just enough to 
I create widespread wariness and suspicion about , 
[•, what is happening there. 
l' ; The few American correspondents, who have : 
been able to get near the combat areas of Laos 
have sent back reports of activities by the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency that go beyond the role ■ 
in which most people envisage 

The CIA is running a civilian airline in Laos 
jj called Air America, with which it supports an 
f army of Laotian irregulars. According to eye- 
; witness reports, the line uses C-123 and Caribou 
' transport planes “borrowed” from the U.S. Air 
[ Force. Their Air Force markings have been.; 
r painted over. 

i * Correspondents have been forbidden to visit 
f secret bases, but have sent back reports that 
j Americans in civilian clothes, including former 
| Green Berets, seem, to be sharing in the fight- 
ing. - 

Military and other governmental spokes- 
men in Washington sidestep questions about : 
these reports. President Nixon, like Presidents 
Johnson and Kennedy before him, is saying as ;; 
little as possible about Laos. 

The Laotian - fighting is tied to the Vietnam 7[ 
j war, because the North Vietnamese in complete 3 
iV disregard for Laotian- sovereignty bring supplies 'j 
: to' the Vietnamese fropt down the Ho Chi Minh j 
! trail. American air power attacks that supply ; 
T line, as a protection for U.S. and South Viet- | 
: namese troops. That role is openly admitted ' and | 
; easily justified.- 

i : But how much more are we doing? How ’ 

! far is our government ready to go in support of ' 
j the "Laotian government? A commitment to use 
] American forces in defense of Laos if the North 
i Vietnamese chose to attempt conquest of that ,! 

[ country would draw bitter opposition here. j 
\ • The American people are entitled to a frank J 

A report. Until they receive it, they understand- ] 
| \ibly look upon/pews from Laos with distrust. £ 


/ 
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(Senators to Be Advised ,'of Any ' 
lU.S. Buildup m Laos-Fulbright . 

! Rogers Gives This Assurance During Secret .Session', V 

of Foreign Relations Committee, Chairman Reports . ; 

i 1 * ■ « • 


wvie earner and more 
blatant. It is' generally 
t recognized that the Royal 
1 Laotian army is advised 
and supported clandcs- 
! tincly by the Central Intel- 
ligence Agency. 

■ , Restoration of the Gene- 
va accords 1o insure the 
actual neutralization of 


BY DON IRWIN 

TIimi J 1#lt Writer 


}"* territory which North 
\ ' Vietnam has used freely U 
! seen by U.S. officials as an . 

7 / .1 ~ ft imi; ft PfI 


WASHINGTON — Secretary of 


c.^ic ■William V. Rogovs has prom- 
- nalc Foreign Relations 

• it 1 - _ aa.iimiIi rr r I 


iced the Scnaie rvics" . 

Committee that it will ^ consulted 
in advance about any met ease in 
■U.S. involvement \n haos. Sen. J 
William Fulbright (D-ArU »iid 

^Fulbright. the committee chmr-. 
min, S Rogers gave the aamrtmce 
at a two-hour secret session on the 

Laotian situation Tuesday. 

Fulbright. termed the mceiint, 

satisfactory. lie novv feels he bed 
ate will. not be asked ™ nn \*"l 
- Kr ave new decision on Laos— which 
■ some senators have -Wied l can 
become "another Vietnam —tin ( ie» 
‘hasty pressure like that m which 
iassed P Uie 19G4 Tonkin Gulf Resolu- 
L UmtcnabHng the unchecked cscala- 
f, tion of the Vietnam war. 

> , Opportunity for Discussion 

"The main thrust of the secretary s 

j testimony," Fulbright ■ said, _ was 
i that before aratWiB S “ ““ 

1 SetS wm iS 

j -advised and have an opportunity to 

i di The S session grow out of mminting 
! concern in the committe and 
I elsewhere in Congress .about the 
scope and implications of ' th? sUL 
! ■ ' peerct U.S. involvement in the wai 
■ St North Vietnamese troops 
?hat have invaded Laos and occu- 
pied the strategic Plain of Jan*. 

1 B 0 th the White House and the 
( state Department were noncommlt- 
tal Wednesday when asked for. 
rom merit on widespread ' reports 
that a top-level Administration 
‘ statement on Laotian policy is in the 

: S and will be ta»£l 

The official answer >n^ k P lac ^ 

was that tvo confinmation, was avair 

’ table "at this time. ■ ■ .. 

1 The qustion of what can he .said 
officially on Laos is known 'to be 


under urgent review. The Adminis- 
tration appeared to be caught in a 
. Ktiucezc between the mounting pres- 
' sure for an authoritative statement 
on U.S. involvement in Laos and a 
desire to retain freedom i of 
maneuver in a fluid situation that is 


v inextricably linked w I 1 h_ 
( the U.S. effort in neigh- 
! boring Vietnam. 


. out. is the lack of ilear 
■Intelligence in Washing- 
! boring Vietnam. ’ toil on the Intentions of 

i‘ There are strong indica- ' the North Vietnamese for- 
tions in Washington thut - ccg {n La0Si officials say. 
the Administration has ot u.S. in- 

SS£i ?8 S£S | 1 « e » a & 

IffSih TrTwh% the ; &00 

supply TS a f!rc S es to* the attempt to advance their 

1 south* runs through east, conf | r . 

“Ko^oWefftor, the ! In support otB^y^Laottj 
can operations against the P 0 ^.^ act ivities in 

tr L ‘s is considered so Laos . which it inherited 
closely Red with South j from its predecessor., 
Vietnam that the so-called 


important step toward 
- achievement of peace in j 
. Vietnam. To achieve this 
! end, the Administration 
i feels it must support the ■ 

! Royal Laotian govern-, 
i . ment as the alternative to 
' a Communist takeover. - 
Rogers apparently dis- ■ 

' cussed that involvement » 

\ in sufficient detail to case . 

,6ome_of the concern of 

f Senate' Majority Leader 
jllke Mansfield (D-Mont.), 
a Foreign Relations Com-, 
mittce member. 

"I was very pleased witn 
the free-wheeling discus - 1 

sion," Mansfield said. The 

secretary was quite re- < 
sponsive, made a very 
good Impression and l 
think the meeting wa3 
very worthwhile." 


eiy wuiuiddm'-* 

Rogers .was invited to 


r 


the Capitol, Fulbright 
said, as the result of 


co n versa tions anting 
Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee members last Sa- 
turday. Fulbright said he 
relayed their concern 


about Laos to Rogers at a 


VlCUliilir mak 

"Nixon Doctrine" through 
which Asians are supposed 
to take primary responsi- . 
i bility for defending them- 
selves may not be applied, 
according to some sources. 
iThat could leave the way 
open for an escalated 
American involvement in 

_ t.t 1 . 


Used by Critics 
It is argued that official 
admission of U.S. in vehe- 
ment would be used by 
critics abroad to charge 
U.S. violations of the 1962 
accords on the neutraliza- 
tion of Laos. 

U.S. officials arc sensl- 




meeting on Monday and 
that the secretary agreed 


Open * w * , .• u.J>. uuiu»“ ' — - v . 

■ American involvement in . tive l0 t ^ e possibility that 
I Laos although officials are u s . activities could be 
i working hard to find some . cons tfued as violations of 

' other solution to the prob- the 1962 accords, even 
j • “ ■ ••*.«• zlmh iiictct thpre 


lcm. 


thoushthtytoltt there 


Immediate I.eU* .1- ■ uTcomSt lorees 

fectlng a decision to speak ^ — — A «« f anc a «d 


are no u.o. wh*-— — - , 
> on the ground In Laos and 

■,totNorthyteMme«evl. 


tnat norm 

olatlons of, the accords 

iMHW — 


Then to appear at .aei- 

day’s informal sesnon. It 
was kept secret at Roger^ 

request— until the fact of 

the meeting wasHlisclosetf 

Wednesday at i 
Department prow orfet 

ing._ - 
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Some Chilly Forebodings^ 
About 'Important Laos 

rjuN J W. Fulbright’s assertion and 1 Pathol Lao forces have been , 
b that “high officials of the ad- making substantial gains and the. 
ministration” have told members reaction of military strategists^in 


of his Set ate committee that “Laos 
is even more important than Viet- 
lia m,” is something that carries 
chilly foreboding. 

The little war next door to the 
big one in Vietnam has been going 
on for years, but for the most part 
it has been an exchange of skir- 
mishes between the troops of the 
Royal Lao government and the 

Communist-led Pathet Lao. 

' 

Former Secretary of State Dean 
Rusk once referred to the Laotian 
i conflict as " “spooky,” and it has 
• been that, involving as it does Cen- 
t r i s t s, fragmented neutralists, 
rightists, Communist guerrillas, 
'Meo’ tribesmen, North Vietnamese 
and mercenaries V paid by the 
Americans— -or the CIA. if one 
i must bq: precise., i ^ • 

1 Laos is a landlocked country , 


Saigon has been predictable. But 
with Washington officialdom testi- 
’ fying that Laos is even more im- 
portant than Vietnam, Senator Ful- .. 
bright doesn’t seem too far off the 
mark when he foresees an ominous 
and dangerous time ahead. 

Secretary Laird vowed that 
President Nixon would go to the 
Congress if there was any change 
contemplated in the U.S. role m 
Laos. That role obviously has been 
changed already in recent weeks, 
and Mr. Nixon is still not speak- 
ing about Laos. 

The whole thing sounds suspici- 
ously like the series of events that 
‘ led ’ this country deep into the 
• quicksand of Vietnam almost be- 
fore the public was aware of what 
r was happening. 

Surely the Nixon administration, 
which by now is all too familiar 


pyriNUiiu '.vwuwiu, ■. v rnuntrv is 

: famed Ho Chi Minh trail rups : Iv iiv 0 l vc d S the 
[ down through Laos and into South , Amcrican pe( 

v , know the extent c 


, JjdOS Jb a «u«*iuv.»vu yviueu uy mivy - — - 

stretching along the two Vietnams w jth the methods, the errors and 
and bordering also Red China, the evasions of the Johnson ad- 
Burma, Thailand and i touching ministration in wading waist aeep 
Cambodia. In that sense it is- j nto Vietnam, .has learned some- 

strategic, especially since it opens -thing from the past: l < 

the way southward for infiltration - 

by. 1 North -Vietnam; Jh Jact.Hhe , , ; This country i S already. topdeep- « 

- ■ ' ‘ ■ the Laotian wa.\ and ; 
people. do not; really ; 

, ;v« uu v i "^r'<'7 , ; i :?f'' : - ■ ; • v.: • know the 'extent .of the-, involvement 

' ' But the, idea of involving U;S. _ as ^ today, much' less, what the j 
L troops ; in a land war- - there* < .in ashiflgtow^^^ 

; keeping . them supplied, was s6 ..Sdhe :4ays;'afiead.;^;,':|. :, ’ , '.‘ : :v’^Vft ” 
[ r nightmatish that the late President ^ ipjjere arh. still some weeks of the . 
?, Kennedy,. who briefly considered; ^ that pari of the. 

it, dismissed it as impossible;;- <Jid before' the rains turn the ter-; 

Now 1 ,' 1 ' and' ’Once 1 again 5 , though,:. rai nl into .rivers of -mud.- Perhaps . 
'•Laos -has become a hot box with ri\ V ith the' rainy season, the war m 
•‘North Vietnamese evidently , using .j jLhos will sink back into stalemate; 
lit .in Labs , as! A kind.of flanking prospect, - ho\vever,;, hardly 

■■‘maneuver’ to increase pressure on ;v-5„ e tifio« a rinliev of silent 
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They also admit, In private, 
that our B-52 bombers have 
been attacking North Viet- j 
namese and Pathet Lao 
forces on the Plain of Jais. 
There also have been re- 
peated bombing sorties car- 
ried out by smaller planes in 
support of the CIA "army’’ 
and the Royal Laotian forces. 

They are well aware that 
press dispatches from Laos 
reporting the steppedmp 
'bombing raids and the CIA 
activities have heightened 
the American public’s fears 
and suspicions. I 

Officially, however, De- i 
fense Secretary Laird and , 
others have given evasive 
answers In public. The rea- 
son Is that if the Adminls- 


Ity WIIXIAM TUcGAFI'TN 
"WASHINGTON (CDN) — 

The Administration Is deep- 
. ly troubled over the credibil- 
, ity problem that has arisen 
: from the clandestine military 
. operations it is conducting 
; in Laos. 

It is now wrestling with a 
- dilemma. A key clement is 
/Whether it is feasible, after 
/ the Amerlan public’s painful 
I memories of the Bay of Pigs 
' .and Vietnam, to coniuct a 
r war In secret. 

' Officials insist privately 
, that the policy being follow- , 

■< e d in Laos will not produce: 

•: "another Vietnam.’! They say gon ^ 

's that the Administration is so trailon admitted what it was 
. determined this will not hap- ; lt would be an admis- 

» pen that it would not send that lt waS violating the 

\ U. S. combat troops into , 1962 Gcneva acc0 rd. j 

5 Laos even if the Communist . cou pi po lnt out that It » 

' forese were about to overrun ^ on i y doSng this because \ 
.the country. Its difficult to 1 ^ Commun ists were also 

convine the American pub ' ) doing it and, in fact, had , 


of this in view of some of 
ie things now going on 
'there. 

They do not deny, in priv- 
ate, that the CTA operates 
two air lirf^W'TAOs. These ( 
are used to supply an army i 
of Mco tribesmen organized, J 
financed and directed by CIA , 

agents. ! 

They contend, however, 
that U. S. Ambassador <->■ 
McMurtrie Godley is in firm 
control of the situation. The 
State Dept, Is kept fully in 
fomed, they say, and there 
Is no danger of the CIA blun- 
dering into another Bay of 

Pigs fiasco. . . 

- But they know lt is hard 
to convince the American 
public of this.- : -=- 


doing it and, in fact, had 
been the first to violate the 
accord. It has avoided any , 
such admissions, however, . 

for fear it might result in a .; 

very difficult diplomatic Bit*, 
uatlon. 
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In The Nation: Waist-Deep in the Little Muddy 


By TOM WICKER 

WASHINGTON, March A— 
While watching the television 
film from Loas, if you sense 
' that this is where you came 
■ in back about 1961, you may 
bo right. The Nixon Adminis- 
tration appears to be involved 
,\ in the same old game of lethal 
leapfrog that carried first the 
Kennedy and then the Johnson 


back, scored surprising suc- 
cesses, and in .what now can 1 
be seen as an excess of zeal 
occupied the Plainc des Jarres. 

Given the differences in the 
American andNorth Vietnamese 
positions in Laos — theirs is 
relatively open, at the end of 
short supply lines, well-supplied 
with manpower in familiar 
country — and since Laos has a 


"the i 


ade will be completely upset, . Hanoi by encouraging 
and the net effect in Southeast enemy" to fight on. 

Asia and the United States will Mr. Nixon did’ not create this 
be approximately the same as situation; he inherited the Laos ’ 
if Hanoi were to launch in position from previous Admin- ■ 


South Vietnam another offen- 
sive of the magnitude and ef- 
fect of the 1968 Tct campaign. 
There is no good place to 


istrations, and it is entrely pos- '■ 
sible that Gen. Vang Pao’s un-,* 
wise offensive last year went t 
beyond what Washington in- ' 


stop playing lethal leapfrog, .tended. But that only tends -to . 

r J ° . • r-V» rMii tbn rtvtont Mrnirn cm. 


[*'- Administrations inexorably into ‘ direct geographical relationship 
- war in Vietnam. to North Vietnamese security. 

Following the 1962 Geneva 1 it was only a matter of time 
t-.- accords on Laos, there was a 


r'.-long period of relative equilib- 
rium in that remote and moun- 
;• tainous kingdom, although both ■ 
j* the United States and North 
Vietnam were in constant viola- 
s' tion of the accords by keeping 

J andestine military forces {in 
le American case, mostly 
ercenaries supplied and or- 
_ inized by the C.I.A.) on the 
"t -scene. Until last summer, they 
mostly countered one another; 

1- but then the North Vietnamese 
•i began what seemed to the 
V Nixon Administration an omi- 
nous buildup. 

Now in this world one omi- 
•; nous buildup begets another, 


■ before Hanoi struck back, which 
its forces now have done. But 
1 if that were all, nobody here) 
would be greatly exercised. 

A Further Threat 

iin fact, however, when Gen. 
Vang Pao stuck his neck out 
last year, it was Mr. Nixon’s 
chin that was left exposed. Not 
only was Hanoi almost certain 
to recapture the plain; with 
combat activity reduced -to a 
low level in South Vietnam and 
Mr. Nixon's domestic position 
improved by his troop-with- 
drawal policy, Hanoi was given 
a splendid chance to counter. 
What its Laotian offensive 
threatens as a result, it is 


■ once the game is begun, but 
Mr. Nixon's ability to strike 
back in Laos is limited. He is 
already using B-52 raids with- 
out much success, and he would 


show the extent to which seri- 
ous matters in an over-extended 
foreign policy can slip out of 
the control even of the Presi-- 
dent, both in the long run and 


be inhibited from putting in immediate tactical matters.^ 
American ground forces both : i^thal Leapfrog 


by specific Congressional en- 1 
actments and by public opinion. 
He might well feel he had to 
maintain his "position of 
strength" by striking back in 


The whole history of- they 
American involvement in South" . 
east Asia, moreover, suggests 
the futility of lethal leapfrog 1 ,'. 


South Victnam-or, If he sue- - played at such long range, -on' 
cumbs to the deceptive charms ! suc ^ disadvantageous ground,, 
of air power, directly against 


North Vietnam. 


with such tenuous political-- 
support; anything we can’ do,' 

In either , case, there would • ^ ch can do better ’ or at ^ 

And how many more times' 
can a President appeal to Amcr- 
leans to support him blindly so. ' 

« . . . j _ : 1 


■ because the faith of statesmen 
t , is always placed, no matter how feared here, is a move beyond 
mindlessly, in what they in- the Plainc des Jarres, perhaps 
f evitably call “positions of ». even to the border of Thailand, 
f- strength." In this Instance, If that proves to be the case, 
pthe C.I.A.*organlzed mercenary , the uneasy equilibrium prevail 


be considerable risk of arous 
ing the quiescent American 
antiwar movement, which Mr. 

Nixon succeeded so well in 
. damping last Nov. 

irfUSKs -tea*. ' SKSisna 


, , : he can take unspecified action-' 

wnat in pursuit of unstated interests?. 


As inevitably as the night the 
day, another strong appeal to 
the patriotic tendency of Amer- 
icans to support the President 
and the flag, together with dire 


fort to the enemy” may be-, 
given by those who resist a/ 
negotiated settlement of give-:* 
and-take in Southeast Asia and - 
rely instead on positions • of 


warnings that protest and dls- u strength' and recurrent rounds.-, 
sent play , into /the , hands ofr of lethal kapfrog. 




•4 ,r , 
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[He Is Said to Assure Senate 
Panel U.S. Will Not Send * 
Ground Forces There 1 



J 


By RICHARD HALLORAN 

Spfclil to Th« N«w Votk Times 

' WASHINGTON, March 4 -—" Mr. Mansfield said that “the 
Secretary of State William P. Secretary was quite responsive, 
Rogers has met with the Sen- .made a very good impression 

w t t MAKfinra ttr'i p 


ate Foreign Relations Commit- 
tee and reportedly assured it 
that no American ground forces 
(would be sent to Laos. 

■ The meeting, two hours long, 
(took place yesterday and was 
disclosed today by the State De- 
partment. The department’s 
spokesman said in response to 
questions that the session was 
devoted almost exclusively to 
Laos. He declined to give de- 
tails. 

Other sources disclosed the 
assurance on troops and said 
Mr. Rogers had also pledged 
that the United States would 
■not become involved in a major 
war in Laos. He conceded, how- 
ever, that American air activ- 
ity over Laos had been in- 
creased as the Communist-led 
Palhct Lao rebels and their 


and I think the meeting was 
worthwhile." The Senator has 
been a critic of the Adminis- 
tration's policy on Laos. 

Yesterday’s meeting, hastily 


The sources said that mem-| 
bers had been demanding that' 
the Administration disclose 
more of the American involve- 
ment in Laos on the principle 
that such action should not be- 
undertaken without the consent', 
of Congress. This was seen as] 


arranged by Mr. Fuibright and (part of a growing effort by. 


Mr. Rogers on Monday, re 
fleeted an increasing concern 
with the Laotian problem here. 
The director of Central Intelli 


Congress to assert itself in the 
making of foreign policy. I 
In addition, several of thej 
Senators who have been out 


ence, Richard Helms, testific&Yspoken will be up for re-elec-; 


before the committee earlier 
this week 

Administration sources said 
today that the Administration 
recognizes that President Nixon 
could lose much of the public 
support he has gained from 
his plans to withdraw from 
South Vietnam if the situation 
in Laos became critical. They! 
indicated that the Administra- 
tion was considering moves to 
publicize some of the American 
involment there to head 
off charges of misleading the 
public- ' 

The sources said, however, 


tion next fall. These include 
Senators Mansfield, Democrat' 
of Montana, Albert Gore 4 Dem- 
ocrat of Tennessee, and Stuart 
Symington, Democrat of Mis* 

Knurl. /. -i' , 

lr->iiilin ir - Vi- 


souri. 

i ( i ii immi* 


n) 


North Vietnamese allies moved 
forward on the ground, the that the Administration was 

( rcstraincd by diplomatic con- 
sources adde - p , ,'sidcrations.. Any official ad- 

, Yesterday, Senator J. W. Ful- m j Ss j on 0 f American role 
bright, the committee chair- jn L aoSi they sa id, would 
man, ’said that, he had been jeopardize efforts to return to 
"scared to death” by a senior the Geneva Accords of 1962, 
Administration official’s con- which provide for the neutrality 


tention that Laos was more im- 
portant to the United States 
L than South Vietnam. 

‘ The Senator declined to 
name the official. State Depart- 
ment sources said that it was 
not Mr. Rogers. Senator Mike 
Mansfield, the majority leader, 
said today that he was pleased 
jwifh.the free-wheeling discus- 
sion on Laof- with Mr. Rogers] 




and independence of Laos. 

At tho White House, Ronald 
L. Ziegler, tho press secretary, 
again declined to answer a se-| 
ries of questions on Laos. i 

Meanwhile, Congressional 
sources indicated that some of 
the criticism over Laos had 
been politically motivated, even 
though there has been genuine 
fear of,a wider war in southeast 
Asia, 
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Wind now Laos . 

f\ Rep. L. Mendel Rive/s, head 
oKjhe House Armed ' Services 
Committee and confidant of 
the military, has denied the U.S. 
is getting into a Vietnam-like 
commitment in Laos: ‘ Anyone 
■ who says- we are just doesn 

i know the facts.” 

Perhaps. But what, then, are 
the facts? That is the essence of 
the complaint, for the informa- 
tion which the public gets comes 

in driblets. \ 

The worst kept secret of the, 
little war is the heavy participa- » 

- . * rtT A .1 ' 


James Reston reminded us] 
the other day that Mr. Nixon, in ] 
his notable November speech on ■ 
Vietnam, said: “The American ! 
people cannot and should not be 
, asked to support a policy which i 
l involves the overriding issues of 1 
1 1 \ war and peace unless they know# 
|\the truth about that policy.” f \ 

1 v “-' True in ‘ Vietnam, true ill 
Laos. ; v •' • * 


£IA an d 
e air war 


d’U-VlOVi.o. , ***- " — — _ , 

! busier, and by extrapolating U.b.i 
Command figures, it is a safe bet , 

- that 300 planes and 100 airmen 
were lost in neighboring Laos J 
last year. 

: < As fears have mounted, more 
and more officials have stepped^ 
forward to defend the U.S. role, j 
| without saying what that role is. i 
Theirs is an unspoken plea to ; 

| “trust us ” a particular South- 
east Asia road that has been 
gone down before to everlasting 

: regret. I 

Secretary of State William! 
/Rogers has been more effective 
by talking to the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee and promis- 
ing that it will be consulted in 
- advance of any increased U.S. in- 
' volvement. ' This may still cnti- j 
f cism for a time, as the persua- ‘ 
sive Mr. Rogers has done before, i 
t . But the total Administration ; 

; effort thus far has been to try to j 
improve its public-relations im- 
age on Laos. No one lias come 
up with a satisfactory way of 
doing that short of telling all, j 
which is viewed in some quarters 
as a horrendous idea. J 
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Air Strikes 
Vital, Laos 
Premier Says j 

Vientiane 

Lao;* would be t a k e n 
over by.' North Vietnam if 
United ..States air strikes 
were -.halted, says Prince 
Souvanna Phouma, the 
Laotian premier. 

“It is the duty of the Unit- 
ed Sfates to protect us be- 
cause, like other nations 
which signed the Geneva ac- 
•jerds, : t roust assure the in- 
dependence, territorial integ- 
rity and neutrality of Laos,” 
be said.' 

Souvanna made the com- 
ment in an interview with the 
Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem, p transcript of - which 
was* released by the Laos 
government Tuesday. •. 

Souvanna denied any 
knowledge of U.S. B-52 raids 
In Laos and refused to com- 

/ ment on the activities of the 
U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency in Laos. : *— — * 


Asked about the extent of 
U.S. military involvement in 
; Laos, Souvanna said: ‘When 
the need is felt, we ask for 
supplies. We also ask for ; 
American air intervention to ! 
■watch the infilitration routes : 
. and bomb the invaders.” 

He said that without U.S. ! 
air support “the entire coun- 1 
try will become Communist 
— the entire country will be 
taken over by the North Viet- j 
namese." 

He said he has asked for j 
more American aid, mainly i 
rifles, to replace obsolete ] 
'ones now used by the Laotian j 
army. • j 

Asked what aid he . would j 
like from the United States, 
Souvanna replied: “I hope j 
Washington . . . will finally 
take intQ consideration the 
proposal I made to President 
Nixon last October.” j 

This proposal concerned 
the application of Article ! 
Four of the 1^62 Geheva ac- 
cords on Laos which banned 
foreign troops jfrom the coun4 
try. . . * 1 

'■ Attocltited Preu f 

.Ui : a .1 
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SOUVANNA PHOUMA 

A "duty to protect Laos" 
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Our Laos Stand, 

x ' 

We Want 


* — , 

"Laos is not worth the' life of a single 
‘Kansas farm boy, ’’ Secretary of State Dean 
3*usk said in 1961. 

7 'The Laotian turmoil, which had been 
fgoing on for years, was also' summed up 
yy another Washington official, who said: 
f- "The situation there is disastrous but, 
inot serious.” '• 

L- * • • 

IN OTHER WORDS, our government 
.used to look on Laos as. an Impossible 
jtountry to defend, partly because its pro- 
vincial leaders were interested only in 
?heir own state’s welfare and not the coun- 
try’s. 

Now, all that has changed. The Central 


South Vietnam, where their efforts have’ 
largely been stymied, and either draw usj 
- into a new war or show the world that we 
• are incapable of stopping their armies. 

Defense Secreta ry La ird tells congres- 
sional critics that we do not have ground 
combat troops in Laos and do not plan to, 
send any. 

Nevertheless, we have put ourselves ini 
a very cloudy and difficult position, allow-! 
ing the CIAJn engage us In a civilian war, 
and now our sending bombers to strike 
North Vietnamese troops. ; 

It would seem we have to step back and; 
clarify our position. We must either fol-j 
low our withdrawal plan from Vietnam!. 


intelligence Agency has been helpfng the wThout deTr a -a ,K>m Vietnam 
ilaotians fend off the Communists if */!']?? ° U A?®y lat, ° n ’ or d ? c i de we are going 


to expand the effort to defend Laos. 


r . — — * WJO 

{Laotians fend off the Communists in the 
Jfiorth, but the North Vietnamese’s latest 
phrust has brought our uniformed men info 
rthe conflict, as our, bombers plaster north- 
ern Laos with bombs. ' 

t: Loud outcries are heard from the Sen- 
ate. stemming partly from political opposi- 
tion of the Nixon administration and part- 
ly from the fear that we will drift into an- 
other Vietnam. 

| • 

* THE NORTH VIETNAMESE have appar- 


IT IS DOUBTFUL that anyone in thej 
Nixon Administration or many in the' 
country Would be willing to take on the; 
defense of Laos, In that case, we should , 
not be fighting there under the secrecy of’ 
the CIA or with our officially secret bomb-' 
ing raids beyond the Ho Chi.Minh trail. 

Our present Laotian position is either 
going to lead us into a new war or embar-' 
rass us through our failure to defeat the* 

” ’ ‘ . J 
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By R. H. SHACKFORD 

Scrlpp» Howo'-d Stnff Writer 

The Nixon Administration is 
increasingly uneasy as its first 
I potential foreign crisis — in 
Laos — draws fresh criticism 
almost daily at home and 
. heightens uncertainty in 
Southeast Asia. 

Old anti-Vietnam war pres- 
sures in the United States, 
which President Nixon suc- 
cessfully dampened at the end 


as a result of the war in Laos. 

Uncertainty about Commu- 
nist objectivesin Laos is 
creating nervousness thruout. 
Southeast Asia, especially in 
Thailand, and inhibiting the 
Nixon Administration’s ability , 
i to point with assurance at its 
‘. program of phased withdrawal 
from Vietnam. 


bat role in Laos — despite.’ 

: many years of an American ’ 
clandestine role thru the Cen- y 
tral Intelligence Agency -**!' 
have had no visible effect on 
the mounting criticism. J 

The almost daily warnings ■■ 
of Senate Democratic Leader 
Mike Mansfield, Mont., about 
• the dangers in Laos and the 
statement of Senate Foreign 
i Relations Committee Chair- 
I man J. William Fulbright, D- j 



of last year, are being revived - I T! n J ’, William Fulbright, D- 
as a result of the war in Laos. ; Ark - lhat 0 high Admimstra- 
1 7 n />/i r , I tion official’s comments on 


Laos "scares me to death" • 
are merely the latest compli* \ 
cations for the Administration 
since the Communist offensive 
recaptured the Plain of Jars. - 
The Administration claims It ' 
Is unfairly handicapped in the > 
debate at home because it ,( 
considers it would be unwise -i 


, w , ... .. . ... • tujisiucrs ii wuuiu ue uiiwi&w 

The Administration s un will- . .. 

ingness to say anything public-.;*, to reveal American activities 
ly about the American mili- ; ;in Laos, 
tary rote in Laos exacerbates To do so, U.S. officials 
^Mr. Nixon's problems and ere-. • | maintain, would make bad 
ates the possibility of a credi- ' matters even worse by upset* 
\ biiity gap. , .ting what is at best a preca- 

J This is most distressing to rious balance in Laos. The Ad- 
tht» Administration, which dal* *■' ministration denies that It has 
ly reminds the public that It : any intention of sliding into 


didn’t -create the Laotian situ- 
ation — that, like Vietnam, it 
is one of the unpleasant lega- 
cies from previous Adminis- 
trations. 


rious balance in Laos. The Ad- 
ministration denies that It has 
any intention of sliding into 
;; "another Vietnam" in Laos 
-even tho it admits the war in , 
Laos and the Vietnam war 
I really arc parts of the same 
; problem. 

An admission that the Unit- 


■ wvsiiiiooivn uiai uiL' villi- 

(The UPI reports these de* > < C(1 States is violating the 1362 

mnmnnfe • ’ _ 


• • >vpvi to Uiuc 

velopments: 

s . 

f * The Nixon Administration, ' ■ 
j feeling the pinch of the grow- i 
, mg credibility gap over Laos, - 
i ts seriously considering mak- 
ing some frank disclosures 
about the situation. 

• Congressmen who re- i 
, ceived a two-day briefing from 
Defense Secretary Melvin > 
Laird say they are convinced 1 
i President Nixon will not send • 
regular ground troops into 
, Laos — even if that is the only,' 
fjyay sav e that nation from 
' the Reds.) 

TOUGHEST PROBLEM 
e . The, link between the situa- 
tions in Laos and Vietnam and 
j the fear that Hanoi’s game in 
Laos is to try to undermine 
the Nixon policy of "Vietnami- 
nation” puts the President in 
the toughest spot he has occu- 
pied while in the White House, 
r Daily denials that the United 
States plans any formal com- 


Geneva accords — even tho 
. North Vietnam violated them 
first, or rather never honored 
them — would in the eyes of 
■■ the Administration destroy; 
( whatever fragile hope there is ' 
for a reasonable Laotian set-', 
dement.,, ... .4;."%- v ,,,••< 


The Administration’s policy ' 
i In Laos is described this way: . 

• To preserve for some fu- ! 
ture use the badly battered 
and, in practice, almost unre- j 
cognizable 1962 Geneva ac- i 
cords that were intended toi ’ 
make Laos a neutral nation. • 

i Each side claims it is willing | 
to go back to them and some- { 
day that may be the only , 
answer. . j 

• • A willingness to give Ha- j i; 

noi within reason a guarantee *■ 

_ that Laos will not be used as a . 

military base for operations - 

against North Vietnam. 

% • 

• An understandable desire, 

■ in view of the difficulty of get- 

ting out of Vietnam, to avoid 
. any expansion of the war in . 

Laos. But this is qualified by 
I the fact that Hanoi uses a j 

i i ■ — . . - . \ * 

i large area of Laos — thru' 

I which the Ho Chi Minh Trail 
[ runs — as a transmission belt 
I for supplying its forces ln ; 

; -South Vietnam. 

;■ 'The Administration argu- 
, ment that it would be irration-. 
al for it to seek to slide wit- 
tingly or unwittingly into an-, 
other Vietnam is clear. But it 
is complicated by the fact that 
the United States does not 
"really know what Hanoi — 

, which introduced 15,000 more;- 
troops Into Laos this year — is 
planning. 

I The American view still is 
! that Hanoi probably does not 
i seek conquest of all of Laos 
because of the probable inter- 
' national consequences. B u fr 
i this is not considered as cer? 
Uain as it w«s a few month* 
l,$8®* *" w.nM i it 
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and that the United States is] 
trying to restrict both. 

Inside the administration it is 
argued that fuller public expo- 
sure of American Laotian opera-1 


: Laos Disclosures 

i 

tir Policy 

By GEOItGE SHERMAN 

Star Staff Writer 

The Nixon administration is deep in an internal dispute over 
how much more to make public on American involvement In Laos. 

The State Department revealed yesterday that Secretary of 
State William P. Rogers sought to soothe Senate fears in a secret 

“informal” meeting Tuesday afternoon with the Foreign Relations 

Committee. He and Sen. J. William Fulbright, D-Ark., had ar- 1 tions could play right into Com' 
ranged the meeting—' which last-— «n 0 n’t Know Facts” munist hands. Therein lies the; 

•ed two hours— in a private talk trap, 

in Fulbright’s office the day be- Afterwards, with Laird at his i 

fore . 6 side, committee Chairman L.! Geneva Accords in Peril 

Ttiit vesterdav Fulbrialht inch- Mendel Rivers, D-S.C., said jf the Nixon administration 
cated he 1 wS ISS i those who a»y (to States , , ly admit, deep military 

Laos. | is getmg . over-involved in Laos in vol ve m C nt, the argument goes, 
“just don’t know the facts.” it effectively undermines the 
But competent sources admit 1902 Geneva accords establish- 
that the administration is caught a neutral Laos. Other signa- 
in an agonizing trap over how tories, including North Vietnam, 
many of those facts to make Communist China and the Soviet 
public. They realize the enor- Union, would then have a formal 
mous danger of a “credibility excuse for open intervention on 
gap” growing over • Laos like'their own. 
that which undermined former Furthermore, the argument 
President Lyndon B. Johnson’s continues, Hanoi would have the 


'Rogers’ explanation on 
After the State Department an- 
nounced the meeting— which Sen- 
ate sources said Rogers pre- 
viously had insisted be kept se- 
cret— Fulbright said, “You don't 
settle something in just one 
meeting.” 

As chairman, he said he would 
have the Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee press more deeply into 
American involvement in the 
Laos war. 

Troop Assurance Given 

Majority Leader Mike Mans- 
field, D-Mont., said, however, 
that Rogers had been “quite re- 
sponsive, made a very good im- 
pression, and I think the meet- 
ing was very worthwhile.” 

Mansfield indicated Rogers had 
given new administration assur- 
ances that Nixon’s commitment 
not to put U.S. ground troops 

into Laos without congressional 
approval would be honored. Rog- 
ers tried hard, other sources 


Vietnam policy 
For instance, the administra- 
tion has not denied press reports 
both here and from on the spot 
about the increase in American 
air activity in Laos during the 
current North Vietnamese offen- 
sive there in the North. 

Daily Sorties Disclosed 


added lever to question the legit- 
imacy of the current Laotian 

government, which allows 
American military intervention. 
The -United, States wants to 
maintain that government— 
which, ■ ironically, officials point 
out, was originally a virtual cre- 
ation of the Communist side. 

The unresolved question here 


On Sunday The Star revealed: is how to restore the Geneva 


that U.S. Air Force planes are 
now 1 flying between 400 and 500 
sorties daily— half in the north- 


accords. 

The administration has hinted 
that it is willing to give North 


said, to c t ° K u ^^ North Vietnamese troops on the 

pression -that the United States . , T 

is expanding the war in South- |Pla>n°f Jars. 

cafit Asia. 

According to congressmen, 

Secrotary of Defense Melvin R, 


ern contest, and half farther [ Vietnam any guarantees neces- 
south over the Ho Chi Minh trail, i 

and that Nixon had approved sary that Laos will not become 
two ineffectual B52 raids— Feb. an American base for attacking 
17 and 1&— against advancing, , North Vietnam. 

It is hoped that Hanoi will not 


Tho fear in official quarters is 
that these reports, which also 
detail unofficial American advi- 


L^iird repeatedly made the same «*y efforts on the ground in 
nriin.fr> duninc his testimony yes- kaos, arc exaggerating tho 

involvement. The ad- 

Commit- ministration privately contends 
House Armed Services Commit-: ^ ^ waf ^ Laos [ s reaUy an 

of the war in Vietnam,, 


push its military advantage to 
oust the government of Laotian 
Premier Souvanna Phoumu, 
since North Vietnam is currently 
proposing the same kind of coa- 
lition government for South Viet- 
nam. Hanoi, therefore, is fight- 
ing a credibility battle of its, 
own* :• - r*. '*> 
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U.S. Officials Concede Cl A 

■ i ■ 

mating in 


r.TT*3 
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By -JOHN’ 1*. WALLACII 

, Record American Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON — Ad-' 
ministration officials private- . 

conceded Tuesday that' 
'Ihe Central Intelligence 
' Agency . ( CIA) is involved in 
military operations in Laos 
against the Communist Path- ' 
et Lao. 

But the officials denied re- 
ports that perhaps as many; 
as a thousand .civilian agents ' . 
were helping to train the ir 


they would release the names 
of the two men in the next 
few days. 

The acknowledgement of 
the CIA. role in Laos, an open 
! secret for several years, is 
evidence of the difficulty that 
the U. S. government is hav- 
; irig keeping confidential the< 
nature and extent of American 
involvement. 

In the apparent absence of,, 
a uniform White House direc- 
tive on what is public and 
•what is private, State Dept. > 
and Defense Dept, spokesmen 


■'1 

4/ 

if 

?i 

- 'i 


i; 


. American personnel assigned 
V for thvee-to-six months tours 
• of duty, or CIA men who 
commute back and forth 
. --from a border village In Thai- 
land. 

The U, S.’has attempted to , 
cloak its activities in Laos be- 
cause the 1962 Geneva ac- 
. cords, which provided for., .-*i 
. Laotian neutrality, prohibited . - J 
the introduction of foreign - ' 1 g 
troops in any capacity. i 

>\ The U. S. began to train the_‘ _■ 
i clandestine* army of Maj. Gen. . ' J 


yij'i- 


' " 6 " " 1 „ 11 and Defense Dept, spokesmen 1 clandestine- army of Maj. Gen. ; J 

munist r nw! n f-t’ 0f - SiMBS-Conflicting Versions V- Vsn^Pafl Ebd *t<r Provide tac^"“7 

°- tri ‘hesnWlL iriey $ of -what, they assert is the ■«; 1 tical air support for Laotian L 
said that - at mo«t-there,Jf; Siluatmn. _ government tLn, .» t," 



said that - at most--there ; | situation. . " " government troops when it be- 

are a hundred intell.gence ^ T . f week, the Pentagon came evident that North Viet- 

Asim 8 kingdom ^ -crvfJK.cn. since 196? ^ was training rebel Pathet 

A Th”s k di d sTl'osure was '.',' M T lay a Defense Dept, ,v ( ;.La° tribesmen to overthrow 

P ™Pted d l*y *a Kn^St iS ” ^ neUtraHst 

mission Monday that two >'-.- sin C e i964-a threo tear if®. 

recninr S ii '^ ere ... amon K the take in sombody’s figuring, 
regular U. S. military person- , , b 

nel feared dead or missing in officials are so 

Laos. .concerned about figures leak- 

A pentagon spokesman re- ' llL° Ut the . Laotia S desk ? ,verslon 01 bombers 

fused to confirm whether the''" ,cer re *V s ? s ^ cqnffrm a >i.i from attacks on the strategic 
two civilians, later identified* ' flBl ! re u . se ”.J? y . ® senior de-f. «Ho Chi Minh trail to Commu- 

— payment official in public i t. mist strongholds in northern 

testimony before a congres- V Laos. »i. , 

sionnl subcommittee. rp. . . i 

b 4 Aik . inis has brought n barrage 

■ ■ According to the American , u of criticism from Congress 

• »»•'* P|nwwimn sun- ■ ■’ embassy in VicmtJone, Hioro'V.i that the U. S is fallinir intu 

closed that one of the civilians'- ' ore 2350 Americans in Laos ( i the same kind of bottomless 
was seen being captured and -833 U. S. government em- , V -Vietnam ptf" that^wlU takl 
presumably Is still alive. De- ! -’ployCes and the rest depend year/ of fighting and count- 
fense Dept sources said that ■».« dpnts. This does not Include lew-cas^itfes to get ouTot 

• • I/*’**' *-• * • «' *».. *y i*' ti/» t • '.•* 


When the Communist train- ' 
ed Pathet Lao recently step-, 
ped up their attacks, the U. S. 
increased its military opera- • 
tions, reportedly including the r 
diversion of B-52 bombers , 


two civilians, later Identified 1 
ns intelligence agents, were 
originally included in the 193 1 
airmen acknowledged Inst ' 
week as missing. 

But the spokesman dls- 








>.i HV-r. 
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A Growing Involvement '? j 

Sens. Gore and Fulbright report increas- ; 
ing concern over Laos after a briefing by ' 
CIA Director Richard Helms, and there has 
been general apprehension that the currently 
successful Pathet Lao and North Vietnamese 
forces might strike south from the Plaine des ; 
Jarres. ' / 

Sen. Mansfield, a student of Laotian af- ■ 
fairs, says the Communists “may stop short 
of the cities of Vientiane and Luang Prabang; 
that would be in the pattern of previous opera- ; 
tions. Then again, they may push forward : 
against these two capitals and press to the ■ 
border of Thailand. However, we are both in 
it— North Vietnamese and Americans— and ; 
we are in it up to our necks.” - 1 

On the ground in Luang Prabang, Neiv ' 
York Times Correspondent Henry Kamm, re- - 
ported nevertheless on Monday that “the 
sense of security is rooted in an implicit be- : 
lief that the Communists would never attack : 
the royal capital. The optimism is not consid- 
ered naive. The Pathet Lao and the North- 
Vietnamese have never challenged the au- 
thority of King Savang Vatthana, and well-in- 
formed Laotians believe that as long as they . 
seek to maintain an appearance of legitimacy ; 
the Communists will continue to spare, this : 
town of 30,000.” 

In any case, many Americans deservedly ’ 
want to know whether, in Sen. Gore’s words, 
Laos is becoming an exception to the Nixon- 
policy of lessened military involvement in ’ 
Southeast Asia. Limited extensions of air sup- 
port may be necessary to protect our position 
in Vietnam. But any substantial increase of 
our involvement on the ground— whether it is 
training Meo guerrillas, flying helicopter as- 
sistance missions or otherwise servicing the 
spotty performance of Laotian troops does not; 
in our judgment have the support of the Amor-' 
ican people. 
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Pentagon refuses to talk 




t By George W. Asliworili 

Staff correspondent of The Christian Science Monitor 
■■ . Washington 

1 Amid a rising furor, the Nixon administration must 
come to grips with the question of whether it cun 
n (Terri continued reticence on the difficult issue of Luos. 

Officials have stepped forward to defend the United 
States role in Luos, but they have steadfastly refused 
to say precisely what that role is. 

The result is an unspoken plea to "trust us," but 
there may have been too many difficulties over South- 
east Asia in the pnst decade to make that agreeable 
to Congress or the public at this point. 

The administration is busily trying now to figure out 
ways to improve its public-relations image on the Laos 
issue. But no one as yet has come up with a satisfactory 
. answer as to how precisely to do that short of telling 
all, which is viewed in some quarters as a horrendous 
| idea. 

Suggestions arc being bandied back and forth in 
““■* .officialdom, but there is nothing final yet. 

In the Pentagon, the solution so far has been a rather 
simple one: Don’t discuss Laos at all, In answer to a 
• specific -query, the Pentagon refused point-blank to 

O allow a reporter to talk either on or off the record 
• with any official on the subject of either American 
or North Vietnamese involvement in the war in Laos. 
^Knowledgeable officials- have been directed not to 
'discuss any aspect of the situation with any member 
' of the press. 



m 


of the Plain of Jars , if that 
was its intention 9 




Danger point watched? 

•, It is known that the Central Intelligence Agency 
and U.S. military advisers are substantially involved 
In Laos, U.S. fighter-bombers conduct about 90 percent 
of the air-support missions being iflown in battles b c * 
, tween the North Vietnamese and Pathet Lao on one 
hand and Lao Irregulars and Army forces on the other. 

There are a number of reasorts why the U.S. does 
not wish to discuss at this point the situation in Laos. 
/Perhaps the primary one 1 b that full disclosure would 
make it rather clear that the U.S. is violating the 1962 
, Geneva accord. 

The North Vietnamese, of course, were the initial 
. violators, ns they have pursued their course of attacks 
against the officially neutralist government of Prince 
Souvanna Phouma, the Lao Premier. 

The North Vietnamese, sources believe, could at some 
point or other have taken over the country and over- 
thrown the government, had they wished, but there 
have been no indications that they wonted to carry the 
fighting beyond a certain danger point. 

Sources here arc agreed that that danger point would 
be one at which the U.S. felt it necessary to do some- 
thing substantially more than heretofore. . Past U.S. 
policy has been to increase U.S. help in an attempt to 

( 

kv; . 

% The B-52 strike . . . did not 


keep the Lao Government viable and its position tenable 
in the face of North Vietnamese and Pathet Lao incur- 
sions. 

Beyond North Vietnamese concern over _the U.S., . 
however, sources say, is a suspected North Vietnamese t 
desire to keep the Royal Thai Army from a general 
commitment to the war. It is one of the generally ac- 
cepted beliefs here that the Thais would not allow North * 
Vietnamese troops to endanger the border area at ther 
Mekong River. 

' It is considered likely that Thai forces would cross 
the Mekong if there were a strong possibility the North ■■ 
Vietnamese were close enough to endanger it. 

One of the confusing points at this stage of U.S. in-.: 
volvement in Laos is why the B-52 strike was ordered.; 
‘recently In jlh« midst of the fighting for the Plain of 
Jars. • 

L The one-time strike was ordered in a small valley 
containing North Vietnamese headquarters and supply 
facilities. The strike, which was urged by U.S. Am- 
bassador to Laos G. McMurtric Godlcy, did not stop 
North Viet occupation of the Plain of Jars, if that was 
' its intention. 

' There has been speculation that the strike— the first 
■Use of B-52’s in northern Laos fighting— was intended 
'as a signal to tho North Vietnamese that the U.S. and 
. the Laotians could not be pushed too far. 




■ Senate pressure 

Sources here say that if the bombing was a signal 
'‘to tho North Vietnamese not to take the Plain of Jars, 

: the bluff was called. If it was a signal not to Continue 

■ on to the Mekong, sources say it was of dubious merit 
in that the North Vietnamese were already undoubtedly 
aware of the dangers of advancing to the Mekong. 

The reasons, whatever they may be, are not gen* \ 
fcrnlly known throughout the government in that the / 

'decision was made in the White House after consulta- 
tion with highest administration officials. ,t t 

But the B-52 bombing is 'really just another one of ai 
long series of developments that have caused a grow*' 
ing concern in Congress. Sen. Charles McC. Mathias! 

Jr. (R) of Maryland argued, "Laos has. become- an 
arena for the repetition of the mistakes of our Viet- 
namese involvement." 

There has been considerable Senate pressure upon the 
administration to agree to. the release of secret testi- 
, mony taken last October by a Senate foreign relations 
^subcommittee on American involvement in Laos. Sen. 
i Mike Mansfield (D) of Montana' said failure to release 

■ the report “can only raise additional questions as to 
| what we are doing in Laog.“ 
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versify connccilon nhoitld make H n lively 
plmro <« live. 

The U.n.CV.i major projects In New York 
City— -the New Town on Welfnro Island and 
the Ilnrlrm lllver 1’ark (which will provklo, 
when completed, a combined total of 0,500 
housing units— will displace no present hous- 
ing. That. according to Loguo, la the ea/icnco 
of sensible renewal In a city where land and 
housing are senree. The theory la that first 
you build the new housing, then you move 
people Into It and then and only then do 
you destroy or renovate the places whero 
they previously lived. 

All over the stnto that la what U.D.C. la 
doing — looking for vacant and, hopefully, 
publicly owned land on which to build Now 
Towns. Th. 0,500 now units of housing will 
not cure t.ne city's ills. Nor will the 4,770 
otheri smaller developments that tho U.D.C. 
Is planning to add to tills total. But It could 
bo "tho beginning of a chain" of develop- 
ments, stretching over tho next two decades, 
that might substantially relievo tho pressure 
here. Loguo does most firmly believe that 
U.D.C. "can create a new pattern for devel- 
opment" with New Towns and New-Towns- 
in-Town like Welfare Island, "The mnglo 
thing about Taplola [a New Town outside 
Helsinki, Finland] Is that It works." 

}• Hut the New Towns will not work here 
> ” unless they can attract the middle class. 

“ Loguo Is convinced that no one will bo 
able to resist their obvious advantages.- But - 
. Logue himself, who lived In the Yale Club for 
a year while selecting a place for his family 
to live In New York City, lives at One East 
End Avcnuo. He docs not live on the West 
‘ Slde - where ho could easily enjoy rubbing ■ 
shoulders with members of another class ' 
„ (Similarly, he believes the flight to the sub- 
urbs could bo halted if the middle class 
would stay In tho cities and fight for good 
publlo schools there. But ho sends his two 
, children to Dalton, excusing this abandon- 
' . 04 Principle on the grounds that his 

kids have “made plenty of sacrifices bccauso 
their father Is a public servant, and they 
,~S' aTB entitled to compensations.") 

W One doen not criticize Loguo for this be- 
havior. lie Is a man who has worked devilishly 
for success and is, perhaps, cntltlod to Its re- 
wards. Tho writer of this piece Is an East 
' _?J older and a Dalton Daddy, after all. Still, If 
Logue will not do what ho asks others to do, 

• the New Towns are in trouble— unless, as 
■ '-. someone has suggested, George Plimpton can 
v •• be persuaded to move to Welfare Island 
• to give It some chle. 

These poIntB, raised late In the day ns Ills 
: v llmo threads Its way through the rush-hour 
. - - traffic, do not runic Loguo. He Is a tough 
' who knows what ho thinks he knows. 

( How do you like Ed Loguo?'! a lady Jour- 
.' : nallat who profiled him once was asked, 

' 'About 80 per cent," was tho reply— and 
thoro *» a hard warmth-resistant, protective 
coro to the man.) 

On the other hand, his Impatience, his 
anger at Inoniclcncy, his no-nonsense ability 
to speak plainly. In the vernacular, about 
what hos for and what lio's against (con- 
sider his unfashionable admiration for an- 
other door, Robert Moses) , his really amazing 
sense of urgency abou t tho Job at hand In the 
cities, ore in refreshing contrast to standard 
cmclal style these days. Just at the moment. 

. no matter what his critics say, It may bo 

more Important to do something— anything 

In the cities that Is quickly visible than It is 
to study the problem to death. It may oven 
be that plain old-fashioned action Is more 
to the point than community action, which 
Is “ten merely obstructionist, sometimes tr- 
rat onal. The emcacy of this now political 
style cannot, at this point, be considered ob- 
jectively proved. It is, in short, an attractive 
academic theory that has made a scandalous 
amount of trouble in the streets. 

. ^Any ca *®> asked about his relationship 
i Governor Rockefeller, Logue reveals * good 


deal of bin own best self when ho happily ro- 
plleo. I ho Guy la tough when ho leans on 
somebody." He paunes to muso for a moment 
nnd adds: "He’s an enthusiast, and I'm In 

favor of that. What this . country 

needs Is more enthusiasts." 

With which the car pulls up In front of his 
building nnd ho bounces enthusiastically mit 
to face tho night's homework. Watching him 
go one recalls a statement of Ills long-tlmo 
associate, Allan Talbot, who Huts Ills nsnets 
ns ‘a senso of drama and urgency, a huge 
capacity for work and a great love, for cities,” 
plus his greatest gift — "inuklng a picture of a 
puzzle." 

There Is also a statement by Arthur Drcxler, 
curator of architecture nnd design at tho 
Museum of Modem Art, to weigh In the 
balaneo: "I’d be Inclined to give him tho 
benefit of tho doubt. Sure, without a real 
Federal commitment to tho cities, something 
like UG.O. Is Just a great big Bnnd-Ald. And 
I suppose it’s all very well for you and mo. 
to Bit back and tako a historical point of 
view about It and about men like Logue. But 
that doesn't mean everyone should sit back 
and wait for someone else to do the Job. 

People like Logue have to keep trying if 

only for humanitarian reasons.” 



human 


offended 
decency," 

Bearing in mind that aggression Is an in- 
frbno, And that tho Soviet Union 
committed this crime for which It Is con- 
deemed by Its victims and the Just worlds* 
actual victims of Soviet, aggression and op- 
premlon It Is up to tho Lithuanians and 
others of the same fate to speak out more 
loudly and forcefully and to demand a right- 
ing of the wrongs Inflicted by tho Soviets— 
to froo Lithuania and Its peoplo. 

— demand Is mado In accord with tho 
Unltod Nations Charter and the Kovlct 
Union s own demands upon others. Here la 
tho latest (September in, 1009) Soviet pro- 
posal to tho United Nations; V 

"All States-members of the United Na- 
„' 0 "" have assumed under the Charter the 
obligation to settle their disputes by peaceful 
means, to refrain from the threat or use of 
tho territorial or political m- 

abnve any ,tc “ B • ' • 14 10 necessary 

2r„,y, , J \ ,nsuro ' wlt -hout delay, the wlth- 
r0OpS rrom fore) t7t territories oc- 
cupied as a result of action by the armed 

and C the f ne° m f S H a y® 3 an ‘ l gainst other states 
and the peoplo defending their Independence 

‘ a " ltor ' al Integrity, and to abide In 
International relations by the principles of' 
sovereignty, equality, territorial Inviolability 
of each State— non-interference In Internal 

” ftnd respect for the rights of all people 
, freely to choose their social system.” 

ei^ 1 °^J 7 . , f rore tha4 ’ on JuI 7 10.1960, For- 

- cl 1 ! ?', 1 5* the 807,64 Union Andrei 

Gromyko had stated: 

,s Impossible to keep foreign areas 
6 . result °* aggression . . . they 
ehould be returned ... to whom they be- 

„JY e 1,1 PfFeement with the above-stated 
thi» Cl Fi CS ant L ex P 4ess od Ideas. Guided by 
.... _ r — idiu tutu hmrifi International law, wo do- 

sasHByss - -' * as 

I commend the Consul General’s re-., Lithuania-soviet reaco Treaty mVm*™ 
marks to my colleagues and ask that they 4ho , soviet Union docs not uoVl wufrS' 
be included hi the Record. man a hypocrlt, an lmperlalisttheen^ver 

There being no objection the address "2Lf' 14 huanU and other states, an enemy of 
was ordered to be printed In the REC 0 HBL-i om and Justlce ' 
as follows: TT 

Anmmss or IWs P. DouzvAaufs h .SENATOR WILLIAMS URGES PRESI- 


LITIIUANIAN INDEPENDENCE 

Mr. PERCY. Mr, President, on Febru- 
ary 15, 1070, the Honorable Petras P. 

Dauzvardis, Consul General of Lithuania, 
addressed the Lithuanian Independence 
Day commemoration meeting at the Ma- 
rla High School auditorium. Lithuanian 
Plaza, Chicago. He expressed the pride' 
of Americans of Lithuanian descent and 
of Lithuanians everywhere in the ac- 
complishments of the years of Lithu- P r, n“pics and expressed ideas. auldedbv 
i l ni^ n TT indcpCndcncc between 1018 and ^‘®™ ld 6 ft * ttn dbylnternationallaw,wodc- 
1940 Ho also expressed the determination Sov , lct , t7nlon ftbld » by its 


. On February I8th, Lithuania's Indepen- 
dence Day, wo rejolco that Lithuania had rc- 
galncd her Independence nnd hnd taken her 
rightful place among other Independent, sov- 
ereign states. Wo express our gratitude and 
respect to thoGc who were instrumental in re- 
storing Independence of Lithuania. 

Wo take joy and prUlo In the organization, 
performance and accomplishments of tho 
Stato of Lithuania, In her rapid progress and 
her commendable representation of herself in 
the world. Tins Is confirmed by tho reaction 
of tho freo world to Lithuania's misfortune; 
by tho non-recognition of tho Soviet Union’s 
seizure of Lithuania. 

For this great nnd significant legal-political 
support of Lithuania’s rights, Lithuanians ex- 
press their profound nnd slncoro thanks to 
the United States of America and to all free- 
dom-loving arid law-respcctlng states. 

As we roltcrnte our appreciation .to Lithu- 
ania’s friends and respecters of law and Jus- 
tice, wo denounco the enslavers of Lithuania, 
tho violators of agreements nnd International 
law and disseminators of falsehoods, and de-' 
mand restoration of freedom to Lithuania. 

President Nixon (October 24, 1908) char- 
acterized tho conduct of Lithuania’s onemy 
and occupant as follows: ’ 

"In committing aggression against th® 
Bnltlo countries — Lithuania, Latvia and Es- ’ 
torn a— the soviet Union violated not only 
tt»® spirit and letter of international law, but 


«~>w N rni^? prevent a repetition 
ST LAOS TRAOEDY OF VIETNAM 

' n WILLIAMS of New Jersey. Mr 
President, last year the Congress clearly 
and unequivocally declared America's in- 
£ n «on not to allow the war in Vietnam 
to spill over into Laos. Congress barred 
the use of American ground troops in 

rm? S Rnd Tlialland - This action, of 
course, was consistent with the Geneva 
accord of 1962. 

It is now apparent that both North 
Vietnam and the United States are vio- 
lating the 1962 accord. 

Furthermore, it is now reported in 
every day’s newspapers, that the con- 
gxessional intent is being violated and 
frustrated. It is reported that hundreds 
?l y-S- special forces have joined 

the CIA forces in Laos. Daily, B -53 
sorties are now being flown over Laos, 
u?** J , 4434 to interdict shipments over the 
Ho Chi Mlnh Trail, but to fight the bat- 
tle for the Plain of Jars, to participate 
in what is apparently a civil war in 
northern Laos. We aro spending over a 
quarter of a billion dollars yearly there. 
Some 200' American airmen have re- 
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The Nixon Dilemma: 
How Far in Laos? 


It follows, said Ihe source, that with the North Vietnamese*) 
, being stunned, militarily, in Vietnam, they would turn to the ; 
easier picking of Laos. It has been expected for years. 
PRESIDENT NIXON’S rigid stance of silence on "So, what do you do? Sit there with white gloves on and let 
P“ m emrn Laos hat brought him nosc-to- ; U- to* ™> »- * t^«~***^ , 
nose with the first serious "credibility gap" charges I The amlta mm** S* . “ m “S .S™ 


that tarnished his predecessors. v •, - 

The people of. the United States and a mounting 
number of members of Congress want to know' if we 

are standing on Laotian quick-, ,v;, 

sand that could sink us into 
another war. 

Involved in withdrawal 
from V i e t n a m — and getting , 
general public support on his 
orderly procedure — Mr. Nixon vt 
now finds himself in a pre- 
, carious position as Laotian 
fighting accelerates into what 
the U.S. Pacific commander-in- 
chief describes as ,s a de- 
teriorating situation that is of 
serious concern to us 



done about ihc extremely sensitive Laotian dilemma; that "those 
folks” should' remain silent and let the President herd us through 
the crisis. And then he admitied that "it is a critical prcdica- j 
ment.". ./ 

Military men in sizable numbers have shilled over to civilian J 
Laos after service in Vietnam has been com-V, 
’pick'd. fir "advisory” capacities ihey have directed sabotage, 


'•] target* detection and designations and contributed greatly tp tre- ) 
/ mct.dous relief jobs for Ihe harassed little nation. 

(I But even with the hard, indisputable fact that much of the 
. L U.S. involvement in Laos is geared to security for American; 
forces in Vietnam and the halting of communism’s spread, there 
still public uneasiness over more actual military participation 
in Asia'. ’ , . . 

ft ft ’ ft 

Senate critics keep reminding President Nixon of hij Nov. 3 I 
ech to the nation when he said: 


McKNlGHT 


speed, .v ...~ 

"I believe that one of the reasons for the deep division about 
, Vietnam is that many Americans have lost confidence in what 
V: the government has told them about our policy. 

T U„ harrl-to-accent fact is . that the United States ; J/ "The American people cannot and should not be asked to 
. The hard to accept laCTi. same support a policy which Involves the overriding issues of war 

has been involved m Laos for years 1 But and pcacc unIcss lhcy know the truth about that policy 

“advisory capacity that drew US into • 4 • Thosc wol . ds h uve brought President Nixon to his cr 


the “advisory” status is getting tb look more like 
plain warfare. 

Infuriated members of the Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee are pushing pressure on the Nixon p ‘Y n conferences and other 'public statements, the j 

administration to “tell the people what is . going T- President declines to discuss what is 

I . , II t ■« . * J I _ ....I.Jaiiuia t Unni iah! knmLmne 

over there. 


MIHVKU - , 

Those words have brought President Nixon to his credibility f 
crisis; The average citizen, and more members of • Congress, < 
fearful that the United States has become too deeply enmeshed \ 
In Laos, are asking why his words on Vietnam do hot now ’ 
! apply to policy in Laos. * 

In pre.^s conferences 

- - ,. i .wsldent declines to discuss what is going on in Laos other 

’ ' than acknowledging frequent bombings of the Ho Chi Minh trail j 

■ Senators McGovern, Mansfield, Symington, Ful- 1 -the North Vietnamese supply line that splits the beleaguered j 

’ bright and Gore arc screwing the vise ort ji C0 President Nixon /may soon have to be more definitive with ,! 
dent; moving closer to a full Senate acoatc. - ;i it. nattont ^Wiat is the eventual U.S. course in Laos? . 

Govern warned his colleagues Tuesday that in spite , > —THE EDITOR , 

0 f the painful lessons of Vietnam, we are going down 
the same road in Laos— and we are doing it in 
r secret . . 

•V . ft ft 

But one highly placed public figure, who has been an eyeball, 

• witness to the developing crisis in Laos, observed*, '4 

, "When you are playing with robbers, thieve?, murderers and ; | 
political crooks, you don’t play under the Marquis of Qucensbuty 
rnleV. They don’t observe Item, or any «uIm of war. They re not 
honest., , . ' 
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U.S. Role in Laos’ 


i Combined News Services 

I 

! Washington— -Sen. J. William Ful- 
jbrigbt said yesterday that an tissces- 


committee on release of ’ ' : n's on 
U.S. activities in Laos. J 1 adminis- 
tration's apparent reasoning, Fulbright 


Ul ■ f, 1 1 1 .NtlU >ft'UCU«V uutt UH citocot- , , , , | • I* T f n rpL-'l — .1 ..‘II 

me.1t Riven Him by high Nixon » that it Laos fa Is, lha. and will 

administration officials- that Laos is 1 * next. Ho offronls alAo were 
'even more important than Vietnam 


[‘‘scares me to death.” 


his wife lives. Merkel was from Fort! 
Worth, Tex. The plane departed with- 
out ceremony. Last Friday a Laotian 
army lieutenant, Dncng Sonanikono, 1 


concerned .that Hanoi might threaten! 25, was killed when his spotter plane' 
to wipe out the government of Sod- crashed near Paksanc. The Laotian 

, Fulbright asked: “If Vietnam was ! ~ P1 T™ ™ ]c ™. h ? t c,a , bora , te funcraI ’ 
'important enough to justify the com- Americans to halt bombing of the Ho Procession. The contrast undcrscoraa. 

fitment of half a million American Chi M.nh TraiL that nrns through; omt about the war m Laos. The 
troops, then in this view how many ! Laos connccting the two Vietnams. young Laotian was fighting for his, 

Fulbright s statement came after! country and received a warriors 
Secretary of Defense Laird categoric- j funeral. The American was doing a job 
ally denied there has been a U.S. " 
buildup in Laos in either civilian or 
military men. He made that statement 
before the House Armed . Services 
Committee. 


o 


Jnorc could justifiably be committed 
to Laos, which is one of the few worso 
places than Vietnam to fight a war?” 

;He said that the U.S. “may soon have . 
to decide whether to go all the way in 
.Laos — that is, to make it another 
Vietnam — or to get out” 

1 ‘‘The fact that, high officials of the i Laird also told newsmen that U.S. 
administration think this scares me to.; policy toward military support of the 
death,” Fulbright told the Senate. ‘‘It Laotian government is under continu- 

suggests an ominous and dangerous ing review. “Whether there will be a, . . _ - 

future for the United States in that .change of policy, 1 1 would not make '^gyjtefJff /jghting.reportwlyesterday. 
remote country.” * [any prediction,” he said. ■ 

The Arkansas Democrat, chairman Sen. George D. Aiken of Vermont, 
of the Senate Foreign Relations Com- j the Senate’s senior Republican and 
mittee, declined to identify the offi-lhigh-rankirig member of Fulbright’s 
rials. It was learned, however, that he committee, said that he doesn’t share 
referred to a high State Department the fear of many senators that Laos! 


just as dangerous but got no recogni- 
tion. There are at least 229 Americans! 
like Merkel who have died or are miss-, 
ing in Laos. 

In Saigon, meanwhile, South Viet- 
nam mercenaries led by U.S.' Green 
Berets killed 49 guerrillas and seized 
an arms cache, in the Seven Sister* 
Mountain area along the Cambodian 


official who twice in recent weeks 
made the argument in conversation 
/with committee members.. Richard 


could become another Vietnam. 

In Vientiane, informed Laotian ! 
sources said that Premier Souvanna 


Helms, director of the Central Intelli- JPhouma has told top military_com 

jence Agency, was before thrcoramT- £ mnndcrs that North Vietnamese^ 
iteo . Monday, but Fulbright gave no 1 J 




indication that Helms was the man. 

‘ Fulbright’s comments were in the 
middle of a speech he placed in the 
Congressional Record after delivering i 
!only the first and last paragraphs bc- 
,causo of time limitations. It came 
after he joined in a call by Sen. George! 
S. McGovern (D-S.D.) for a -secret 
r Senate session on Laos, 
i The Senate held a secret Session in 
.December in considering a proposal — 
.later adopted — to bar American 
ground combat troops from being used 
■ in either Laos or Thailand. That was 
before the new wave of concern over 
;U.S. involvement in Laos — concern 
..triggered by a North Vietnamese of- 
fensive, reports of stepped-up U.S. 
.-bombing there, and a clash between! 
tfhe, administration; .and^JFpllnj^ls 


" troops appear to be staging a major a 
offensive to win back territory held at! 
the time of the 1962 cease-fire. 'jj 

There were no reports of war action * 
in Laos, but the U.S. Embassy in-J, 
Vientiane released the official obituary 'j 
of the first American known to have ? 
been killed in the current North Viet- >, 
namese offensive in northeast Laos. It 1 
told of the death of Air America Capt..^ 
J. C. Merkel as he was lifting off from | 
Xieng Khouang Feb. 19 in an H-34 
supply helicopter. “At an altitude of | 
400 feet, a single sniper round hit him ■: 
and killed him instantly. The controls 
were taken over by Capt. John Ford j 
who brought the plane back to a'] 
. government-held landing strip,” the / 


report said. t 

* Merkel’s body was shipped in a ' 
t,plain,<$0^ 
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Only Cloak-And-Dagger M 
Are On The Ground m Laos 


i 


WE THINK it is likely that what 
is taking place in Laos is neither as 
dangerous as the peace bloc in the 
Senate would have us believe, nor as 
insignificant as the Pentagon contin- , 
ues to insist that it is. 

Except for the bombing of supply 
1 routes and strategic targets, the 
American operation in Laos proper 
is the baby of the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency — and “baby” is 
not, from all reports, too far-fetched 
a descriptive term to fit the case. 

The CIA has been helping to train 
•Laotian irregulars under the com- 
mand of General Vang Poo, widely 
respected as one of the few honest 
military leaders in Southeast ‘Asia. 
Unquestionably the CIA is paying the 
[ wages of the young , men, recruited 
; from the tough Mao hill tribes, who 
i compose Poo’s “army.” 

F THE REGULAR Laotian army is 
i supposed to be neutral* while Gener- 
.al Poo’s army is not. But the facts 
' seem to be that neither the regulars 
nor the irregulars are the kind of 
i soldiers who see desperation in 
I every battle. They tend to take the 
f view that there will be another day 
and that there is no sense in getting 
j. killed over a little real estate. 

* The i Communist forces which 
i continue to upset the balance of po- 
litical and military power in Laos 
| are, of course, breaking the Geneva 
j. accords of 1962 under which Laos 
|;!was supposed to have a neutral 

the 
the 




government representing both 
Communists of the north and 
non-Communists of the south. 

BUT-*-aside from what the CIA is 
doing and has been doing for 
time — we would very likely have no 


that so much resemble skirmishes if , 
it were not for the fact that the North , 
Vietnamese and the Viet Cong make ‘ 
free use of Laotian territory. 

Laos, stretching alongside the; 
two Vietnams, is wedged in between 
Red China, Burma and Thailand and ■ 
thus its strategic menace to Ameri-j 
!• can troops in Vietnam is very great, j 
If our enemies would respect the in-j 
tegrity of Laos, perhaps we would 1 
too, although the CIA might wish to 
continue to trpn and subsidize.' 
troops who coula one day be a for-! 
midable barrier against Communist; 
expansion.. 1 

THOSE ARE the basic facts’ 
abbut Laos insofar as they are known 1 
to American correspondents on the; 
scene and to the press corps in Wash- 1 
Mngton.lt is apparently true that we-' 
f have no combat troops in Laos. Pres-] 
ident NiXon, has assured Congress j 
that he will not send ground troops to ! 
fight in Laos without Congressional > 
consent, and not even the peace bloc 1 
in the Senate doubts that he will keep 
his word, . 

But it is impossible not to doubt; 

,, that the responses being made by! 
Defense Secretary Melvin Laird toj 
r . questions about the American pres-] 
i, ence in Laos are at best evasive and { 
at worst half-truths. 1 j 

These would be more palatable if , 

. the help we are trying to give the 
'■ ; ; non-Communist Laotians were more 
7 effective. But complete U.S. com- 
• mand of the skies in Laos has not 
been enough to prevent steady incur- < 

, sions of Communists from the north J 
i . : It is really the relative impotence off 
our intervention, rather than the ini 
tervention itself, that makes the situ-\ 

: CIAh»RR8aKD1601 R00070005CW01 -2 
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The iiews from Laos is grimly de- 
pressing, and it isn’t just because an 
: enemy offensive there has wrecked the 
.last pretense of “neutrality” under 
Geneva accords. More urgently, the ques- 
; lion of America's depth of involvement 
there, and the cloak of secrecy surround- 
ing that involvement, is causing conster- 
nation at high levels. 

The official administration position 
is that our role is limited to “military 
assistance.” But equally persistent in re- 
' cent days, from newsmen who have 
. gotten close to Laos, from Congressmen 
who are unconvinced, come stories that 
our involvement .runs to considerably 
"more than “assistance.” There are tales 
of CIA -led operations involving plain- 
• clothes"’American military personnel in 


Laos? 

advisory capacities. There are- allega- 
tions that the bombing levels are higher 
than at any time during the bombing 
of North Vietnam. Two newsmen have 
reported watching American planes take 
off on bombing runs from a Laotian 
airport at the rate of one a minute for 
a two-hour period. 

Enemy activity in Laos has reached 
dramatic new levels in recent weeks. 
Simultaneously, the persistent clamor 
for more knowledge about what this 
country is doing has reached such a 
pitch that probably only President Nix- 
on, personally, could speak authoritative- 
ly about the situation. We add our small 
voice to those who are now urging the 
President to address the nation on the 
scope of American activity in this un- 
declared war. 
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So now wo arc bombing Laos to pro- 

■ tcc t South Vietnam, and tomorrow wo 
can bomb Malaysia to protect Laos, 
and the day after that we can bomb 

• Formosa to protect Malaysia, and then 

■ maybe we can lay one on Hiroshima 
for old times’ sake, to protect Japan 
from itself, and after that we can go 

. right on in and demolish China and get 
it over with once and for all, gang. We 
; ca!1 i(; the domino theory. Except it’s 
not those bad old slant-eyed little Com- 
mie devils who are pushing over the 
■ dominoes. It is us. 

To be an American these days, you 
; ically must wake up in a state somc- 
! where between wonder and lunacy. It is 
1 happening ail over again. No more Vlct- 
nams, the President said, and there we 
s&e m Laos, with all those crew-cut 
L' . overgrown boys in the CIA playing 
: “ ean Connery, and all those braVe pilots 
■dropping explosives from on high, and 
there doesn't seem to be anything at 
, all we can do about it. We now have a 
Laos/Vietnam War, and there is no 
vyay to disguise that by announcing 
that you are bringing home 70,000 men 
while you are simultaneously spreading 
death across the Plain of jars. 

* * * 

And the spread of the war into Laos 
. raises some crucial questions. One’: who 
in the United States government asked 
our permission to spread that filthy 
. "ar into still another country? Two:- 
who in the Congress is voting in favor 
of appropriations for use in Laos? 

; Three: who gave us the right to go into 
Laos In the first place? Four: how much 
^“J^costing? Five. What military gen- 


ius, after the lessons of Vietnam, con- 
vinced Nixon that bombing can win 
anythin;/, or that fighting in a land- 
locked country in Southeast Asia makes 
any logistical sense at all?' 

The questions are crucial because 
the lessons of Vietnam seem not yet 
to have been learned by the people 
who run this government. To begin 
with, we know by now that we should 
not be in Southeast Asia a.t all, We 
certainly should not be bullying our 
way into conflicts in which we have 
no real stake. John F. Kennedy did 
not think Laos was worth the con- 
cern of a great power; it is stall not 
worth our concern. There is no pos- 
sible threat to the United States from 
the Cbnimunlst forces in the Pathet 
Lao. There is no way that Laotians 
can come storming ashore in South- 
. em California. There isn’t even a good 
old-fashioned Imperialist reason to be' , 
there: after all, how many tubes of 
toothpaste can we sell in that ninth- 
rate country? 

And yet we are going In there be-' 
cause a group of self-serving Ameri- 
can careerists want us to go in. Laos 
is the great country where the CIA 
and the Pentagon invested $300,000,000 
to create a right-wing government 
which was later overthrown by a 26- 
year old Laotian captain, without fir- „ 
ing a shot. Laos is the great country 
whose major crop is opium (but even 
Uic Mafia wouldn’t fight for, squat- 
ters rights there). Its people, after 15 
years of American meddling, are 85 
par cent illiterate. The money that has 
fe^fl.Pg^lEgdJnto this dumg of a coun* 


try could have rebuilt Brownsville, * 

■ Bed-Stuy and Newark. 

I suppose Agncw the First will soon *• 
begin the counter-offensive. After all, s 
the CIA and the Pentagon were hav- 
ing a nice little war in Laos until the ' 
reporters started blowing the whistle, i 
What the hell: what's 100 planes and 
300 pilots from a country that believes ‘ 

■ in teamwork? 

But even now, when the questions 
arc being asked, answers are not avail- ■ 
able. We can’t find out how many 1 
troops wc have there, if any. We can’t 
find out whether we have any agree- 
ments for the commitment of troops ! 
to the Laotian government. We can t *’ 
find out who orders the raids. 


I would suggest that every Congress- 
man who votes funds for Laos be re- 
quired to serve in combat In that coun- 
tiy. I would suggest that the groat 
pilots who make a living bombing 
those people be bought home and put 
to work with their hands in the slums. 

I would suggest that it is a little late 
in the day for Nixon and Co. to get 
away with still another dose of the 
Asian infection. The Laotian Army is 
not interested in fighting against the 
Communists; in their last full-scale bat- ■ 
tie in the edrly 60s, the Communists 
smashed them, and the two leading 
.Laotian generals commandeered a Jfcp 
and beat it to Thailand. But the im- 
plications are clear: if we think enough 
of Laos to drop bombs in its defense, 
then we must think enough of Laos 
to send American troons to its defense. 
The soldiers coming home could find 
. therncpjves in a revolving door. Tney 
mlr-ht be in it now. 

The Laos/Viotnam war is not going 
away, ahd if you buy the Nixon public 
.relations job, you can be sure that the 
son you have in the first grade thi: 
year will end up eventually in the slii 
..... .. . ■ 
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The High Stakes in Laos 

US. Worries That Hanoi Is in Position 
To Decide Effect of Fighting on Vietnam 

. ■ i 

t By MAX FRANKEL 

Sp«l«t Is Tbt SwTwk nm« 

WASHINGTON* March 3— ‘to decide to make Laos a sig- 
For almost a decade, the offi- nificant battleground in the 
ciaJ though private judgment struggle tor Vietnam. The, 
here has been that the defense Nixon Administration does not 

i regard itself as committed to 
defend the self-determination 
or territorial integrity of Laos 
as such. But it does feel itself 
vulnerable 1 to political and psy- 
chological pressures that North 
Vietnam can generate by way 
of Laos. 

\ Campaign Has Begun 
In the view of some knowl- 


of Laos, the Asian kingdom of 
two and a half million people, 
is not in itself a vital interest 
of the United States. 

1 Even Dean Rusk, when he 
fwas Secretary of State and be- 
fore he was cast 
as a superhawk, 
used to tell visitors 
in 1961, during; 
crises in old Indo-i 


New* 

Analysis 


1 china, that "Laos, 

is rot worth the life of a single 
Kansas farm boy.’* Then- asi 
now, Washington admired the 
leisurely Laotians and wanted 
them left to their interminable 
.strife. The diplomats saw no 
need to rush to their defense! 


edgeable Asian diplomats and 
informed members of Congress, 
such pressure has already be- 
gun. Though military in form, 
it is believed to be political in 
purpose: to persuade the United 
States Government (and-or the 
American people) that peace in 


rieiidc; — , V * , , * _ . 

with American troops. More! Southeast Asia can be obtaine 
persuasively, the generals here i ^through j further Arnenca 


wanted no part of an assign 
tnent in Laos. 

Having meddled throughout 
■ the nineteen fifties in their in- 
ternal affairs, Washington final- 
ly decided in the nineteen six- 
ties to Jet the Laotian princes 
live in fragile coalition and 
pulled away with a quip: ‘The 
.situation -there is disastrous, 
[but pot serious.’ 1. 


.compromise ,at the bargaining 
({table. ■ . 

By threatening advance in 
Laos, these observers agree; 
Hanoi intends ■ . to frighten 
Laos’s neighbors in South Viet- 
nam and Thailand, to drama- 
tize the diminishing strength of 
the retreating United States 
forces in Southeast Asia, to re- 
kindle antiwar agitation inside 
h „ 1 the United States and thus to 

It is Now a Hope j ^ the point, that ne- 

That remark can still bo | rotiatlon rather than Viet-. 
Jie'rd among the fop men of' namizatlon” is the only way 
thf Nixon Administration, but] ou t 0 f the conflict, 
it is uttered only in hope, nol j us t as President Nixon is 
longer in jest. For the North c ) a jming progress for "Viet- 
Vietnamese did not pull away. narnjzation » _ the process for 
-from Laos. They have kept ^ urn jpg all aspects of the war 
their troops there as insurance. ovpr t0 Saigon forces — Hanoi 
In the war in South Vietnam. js bought to be executing a 
and the fear among United d d -j vers (on in Laos to prove 
S'etes officials here now is that. ^ at . jts forces win never be 
<H nol may,- decide to send them contained by South Vietnamese 
in. „ . trnon* and American air Dower 


— and sooner in the dry sea- ! 
son — than ever before. They 
could, by risking a further ex- 
tension of their supply lines 
against, heavy bombing, cut the 
already partitioned Laos in 
half yet again. 

If they move on, they will 
'no doubt be subjected to an 
even harder pounding \/j B-52’s 
land stiffer resistance by the 
C, LA. -run ground forces, But 
military planners doubt that 
they could be stopped with the 
available force and no one in 
i authority here believes that 
Congress or the American peo- 
ple would sanction the use of 
American ground troops to 
repel the. challenge. 

So the Administration has 
becen forced to consider other 
counter-measures, ranging 
from diplomatic protest to the 
Soviet Union to the re- 
sumption of some bombing of 
North Vietnam. President Nixon 
ihas repeatedly warned that he 
would take strong action if 
North Vietnam attempted to 
take advantage of the Amer- 
ican withdrawal from the war 
zone. With the accelerated 
, bombing of Hanoi’s forces in 
Laos, he has already served 
notice that he regards the 
fighting there as an extension 
of 1 the conflict itself. 



; the region. 

Choice Is Hanoi’s 


, So the Pentagon is flying . alone and that United States 
hundreds of bombing raids w j thdl . awa i without negotia- 
against the North Vietnamese tj wj „ never br ing peac8 t0 
/in Laos, risking the lives of tk . emitinn 
/ Kansas and other boys. The 
/ Central Intelligence Agency 

j v an a g f! ,u American officials have 
n bered little defense force ^ re urgently re-examined the situa- 
President N jxon 'weaves ^ amj tion and concede that such a 
ducks wh “*ver the subject <>j, turn of events is now possible. 

American involvement arises at . ar8 not sure t b e 

his news conferences And even ^ cam p a ( Rn has actually begun, 
of'm men such as ^‘^e Mam . u( . they recognize the choice 
JS&riSd into° ^ber a declara-!to be entirely Hanoi’s,and they 


tions of alarm’ on the floor of 
the Senate. 

, The reason fof the anxiety 
Is not the fear that Laos may 


are more worried than ever 
[before. \ 

Elements of the more than 
40,000 North Vietnamese 




Possibilities Are Few 
Some officials think that the 
North Vietnamese want to 
trade off restraint in Laos for 
cancellation 'of the B-52 raids 
in South Vietnam. But either 
way, the stakes are high and 
the measures available to, 
Washington are few. 

Thus the first point of ap-; 
peal is once again Moscow. 
That is where President Ken- 
nedy found a sympathetic 
hearing in 1961 from Premier 
Nikita S. Khrushchev, who 
als 0 did not wish to become 
1 more deeply involved in Laos. 
Between them, they an- 
ranged the 1962 Geneva ac- 
cord on coalition and neutral- 
ity for Laos, but the agree-, 
ment could not withstand the 
j; strains of major war in Viet- 
nam, The war has changed 
everything, including the op- 
portunities for Soviei-American 
collaboration. 

In stating his minimum 
peace terms, President Nixon 
has already firmly linked neu- 
trality for Laos With self-de-, 
termination for the South Viet-; 
namese. Two weeks ago. in his; 
address on foreign policy, he; 
said the only alternative for 
Hanoi to a bargain that meets 
those terms would be contin- 
ued "Vietnamization,” mean- 
ing "costly sacrifices while its 
bargaining power diminishes. 

Hanoi, with Moscow’s bless- 
ing is obviously determined 
to prove the opposite. A few 
more weeks will show wheth 


Is not the fear that urns way beljeved to be in Laos 

•become another Vietnam,, but,,, P, w ^ h|ive m0 v«Utrtherl "^¥3 
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Laos Propped U p by Secret Army 
Of U.S . . Civilians and Servicemen ' 

This correspondent, a para- defense establishment that Lao Mekong River from Laos, and a 
troop veteran, has covered ■”’' 1 * “ ■ - - - 



both the Vietnam war and the 
“Secret War” in Laos. Here 
he examines the role of U. S. 
•advisers in Laos. 

By ROBERT KAYLOR 
Vientiane, Laos — (UPI) — It 
was early morning. A sandy- 
haired young man in faded blue 
jeans and a sports shirt sat on 
a bench in the Air America ter- 
minal, waiting for his flight. 

He looked almost like the guy 
next door back in the United 
States. The only giveaway were 
his short haircut and his green 
and black jungle boots like the 
ones worn by U.S. combat 
troops in Vietnam. 

He said he was headed for 
the airfield at Long Cheng, for 
ward headquarters of the 
•’Clandestine Army 1 ' of Maj. 
pen. Vang Pao, and from there 
back to his Job in the hills of 
northern Laos. 

The American declined to say 
just what that job was. When 
his plane was ready to leave he 
said good-by, picked up a mi- 
litary suitcase, and left. - 
Still the Same 

That encounter took place 
some months before the current 
Communist offensive in Laos. 
Lao military sources say that 
nothing has changed in the in- 
tervening months , and that 
there arc other Americans like 
the one at the terminal. 

.They are p^rt of a compli- 
cated infrastructure that has 
been built tft prop up a Laotian 


and American officials agree 
would long ago have collapsed 
without their help. 

Part of the infrastructure Is 
visible on the surface in the ca- 
pital of Vientiane. Part of it, 
like the American in blue jeans 
and jungle boots, normally is 
not visible in a country that is 
technically neutral and where 
U.S. military involvement is not 
openly admitted. 

Of a total of about 830 persons 
the U.S. mission acknowledges 
are employed by the U.S. Gov- 
ernment in Laos, about 80 or so 
are military personnel, working 
for the U-S. Army and Air 
Force attache offices at the 
American Embassy here. 

But military sources in the 
Thailand-Laos region say there 
is an American advisory, train- 
ing and support system going 
far beyond these numbers. It 
cuts across the border between 
Thailand and Laos. Soma of its 
members have civilian status 
and some are military men on 
tours if temporary duty in 
Laos.. 

Hub of System ’ -• 

In Laos, the hub of the sys- 
tem Is at Long Cheng, where 
Vang Pao’s army of Lao and 
Thai mountain tribesmen is 
known to be administred and 
supervised by the U.S. Central 
Intelligence Agency, an organ- 
ization with a passion for secr- 
ecy. • 

In Thailand, the system 
works out of several centers. 
Among them are the U.S'. air 
base at Udorn, about SO miles 
from Vientiane; an air base at 
Nakorn Phanom Just across the 


military complex north of bang- 
kok at Lopburi, headquarters 
for the Green Berets of the U.S. 
Special Forces in Thailand. 

Military sources say the U.S. 
advisers are in a support and 
training role that meets the 
Nixon Administration's guide- 
fine of no ground troops in 
Laos, but that sometimes it can 
come close to combat con- 
ditions.- * 

Army Man in Copter ; 

For example, a U.S. Army 
warrant officer flies an H-34 
military helicopter based at 
Udorn and belonging to Air 
America, a civilian company 
under contract to the U.S. Gov- 
ernment. 

His official job is training 
Laotians to fly their own helicop- 
ters. But when the tricky job of 
evacuating artillery pieces 
from a Laotian base in danger 
of being overrun by the Com- 
munists came along, It was the 
warrant officer and an Ameri- 
can crewman who did the flying 
rather than Laotians or Air 
America’s pilots. 

According to military sources, 
most of the ground advisory 
functions are run out of Long 
Cheng, with only scattered 
groups of., advisers working 
wifi volunteer units in the 
southern part of the country. 
Estimated at 300 

It has never been disclosed 
how many such advisers there 
are. An estimate of about 300 
was once published. Lao milita- 
ry sources described this figure 
us exaggerated. ; 

When the U.S., Special Forces 


moved info South Vietnam in 
1961 to take over a somewhat 
similar program from the CIA, 
they did it with about 400 men. 

Military sources say that 
some of the men who work with 
the clandestine army have 
Green Beret backgrounds. 

In addition to the ground ad- 
visory efforts, military sources 
say there is also a sizable U.S. 
Air Force contingent operating 
in northern Laos on temporary 
duty status from Thailand. • 

These airmen support the. 
U.S. air war in Laos, manning 
radar stations which pick out 
targets and run surveillance on 
North Vietnam and providing 
liaisdn between the Lao and 
U.S. air support. 

"Jolly Green Giant” helicop- 
ters and their big brothers, the 
"Buffs,” operate on rescue and 
support missions in northern 
Laos and have harboring sites 
there, military sources say. 

In addition, there are the offi- 
cially acknowledged civilian 
contract airlines, Air America, 
Inc., and Continental Air Serv- 
ices, which support Lao milita- 
ry forces. Air America flies un- 
marked H-34 helicopters which' 
haul troops and ammunition 
and pick up wounded. 

Air America has about 210 
American employes working in 
Laos and more based at Udorn, 
from where the helicopters fly. 
•It has Americans working at 
forward communications sites 
ir. Laos and is known to have 
Thai pjlots'flying choppers. . 

Continental Air Service, 
newer and smaller, acknow- 
ledges about 70 U.S. employes 
in Laos. Many of the contract 
pilots have military back- 
grounds, . ' , . . , 
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MAR 4 1970 

Senators Ask 


'{I ■’’U S. B-S2 and tactical bomb- ’['hearings, has tried utisuecess- 
"i Jng raids over Laos "are com- j fully to obtain State Depart- 


B , ; ni-nnt nr than the ^nt clearance for publlca- 

' parable to or greater than the., ^ o{ thc transcript , , , .■ 

t rnicls over North Vietnam att, 


r . r . h ° c v n c v r ic ^ t orth [full discussion 

\pPfP| \PCC|nn L "It also seems clear,” he I Fulbright, recalling the way 
VV> vl JV/JJIWI I [ sait i| «'that we Invited the re-; the United States became in-' 

cent Communist offensive in Lvolved'ln Vietnam, said he is 
the Plain of Jars by encourag- determined that "this time,,; 1 
ing an American-strained, ; whatever the result will be,,, 
couipped and dircctfcd Laotian | that it is discussed in full. 

"If .then they made a dycl-i 
sion to go . down that road, 

. that’s /their privilege,", , the 


■i 


On Laos Policy 


WASHINGTON, March 3 
i(AP).— Sen. George S. McGov- 
,crn (D., S. D.). backed by 
* chairman J. W. Fulbright (D.,- 


o Tuesday for a secret Senate 
[ session on U. S. operations in 
Laos. 


army to seize this area last 
September, thus upsetting a 
more or less stable military 
line that had existed for sev- 
eral years. 

Ark.), df thc Senate Foreign pppcoxNFI, d 

S. Relations ' Committee, called CIA PERSONNEL J 

R “There is growing evidenced 
that ,.tb^LW-sw<l American j 
' mllltVirv nprsormel — anoar-. 1 






K 


But Sen. George D. Aiken of 
(■Vermont, thc Senate’s senior 
^Republican, said he does not 
V share the concern of many 


; military personnel — appar. 
ently in civilian garb— are di- ; 
recting Laotian military op- 
erations,” he said 
Defense Secretary Melvin j 
|R. Laird, talklpg to reporters 


[senators that Laos could turnT sa j^ there has been no build 


[linto another Vietnam 
\ j! CREATE UPHEAVAL 

."If it did,” Aiken told re 


-jup of U. S. manpower 
llher civilian or military — 
Laos 

>an upheaval in this .country ■ L , *v»py«o i<L nQ Hpcn more 

'! S°stand S wotdd bc'un- ' and more American airpower,; 
#5™ u ' , s - stand would be un- >,. American , adv lsers and CIA 

jdormined. .operatives” in Lao^. 

k Aiken said that, in some re- 1 - - • 

v spects, thc shift in the focus of 
[the Southeast Asian war from 
a Vietnam to Laos is “a good 


I earn categorically state 
there has- been no buildup of 
'| nd l yidu8^.^b ath^»^olvlllifl^ 

jsign." He said it means or. military on the [ground ip? 
("North Vietnam is getting a j L aos 0 r within the country/* 

( little discouraged in the South r. h . , , 

i and is devoting more attention , ; ' : i .' : ■ 

(to Laos for bargaining pur-) POLICY REVIEW 
poses." ! Laird also said U. S. policy’ 

On the Senate floor the tone toward military support of 
Continued to be critical Of the. * 1 .., T, an tj an pnvprnmf'tif Ic lm. 


■ = ... v 

\ : i ^ V^ V'-.'VV :• 

H . j /■: 
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it v :-y-; . . ! ,!V Af <!i t .1 i -• - 

• vV 
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McGovern, Fulbright ad Stu- 

1 art Symington of Missouri— on j change of policy, I would not 


the attack. 

LESSON OF VIETNAM 

"In spite of the painful les- 
sons of Vietnam,” McGovern 
asserted, “we are going down 
the same road in Laos, and we 
arc doing it in secret.” 

The South Dakotan, one of 
the earliest Senate -critics of 
the Vietnam War and a likely 
contender for his party’s 1872| 


moke any prediction." 

Fulbright, noting thc Ad-| 
ministration's refusal to per- 
mit publication of the tran- 
script of Senate hearings on' 
U. S. Involvement in Laos, 
[said "unless it is made pub- 1 
lie, I don’t see any alterna- 
tive” to the kind of secret 
session urged by McGoyerp. , 

Symington, chairman of the.; : | 
Foreign [Relations subcommlt-. 
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jin Laos Will Escalate 
ilnto Another Vietnam 


They Say Neither Side Plans 
Expansion; Debate Is Seen 
Aimed at Pressuring Nixon 

But U.S. Involvement Is Wide 


gressmcn, 


V „ rr 

; army” of Gen. Vang Pan) who do fight the bullets (and probably some opium) for these 

The Hidden War 

Q Analysts Doubt 22ZZf$S. ST 

J ifiional pressures to-' “do something more” about That’s not all. American helicopters move 

! the Reds in Laos, the White House (with much Gen. Vang Pao between battles and press ecm- 
help from Defense Secretary Melvin Laird) Terences, Thailand-based U.S. jets blast Ha- 
i deems determined to keep American foot sol- nol’s troops as they try to overrun his moun-, 

: diers out of that country. tain outposts (he has lost nearly 200 in the past 

—And some distraught Senators and Con- couple of years) and American-imported Thais, 
though sincerely concerned about Nationalist Chinese and Filipinos perform as- 
sorted technical and military tanka In Laos. 
Guessing at the Cost 

There are no official statistics worth tho 
name about how much manpower and money 
the U.S. participation costs. Some guesses 
claim that roughly 200 U.S. airmen have been 
lost in Laos in recent years, and thut the war 
effort costs Washington some $250 million an- 
nually; the official aid figure Is currently $43 
million. 

However, the apparent objectives of all par- 
ties concerned still seem to be limited, despite 
the current furor about alleged “escalation.” 
Consider the Communist side. 

Officially, the Red troops are Patbet Lao, or 
Laotian Communists nominally headed by 
Prince Souphanouvong, a half-brother of Pre- 
mier Souvanna Phouma. Actually, most of tho 
combat forces are North Vietnamese, and 
Hanoi exercises tight control over all Pathet 
Lao actions. Of the 14,000 troops who recently 
captured the Plaine des Jarres (named for an- 
cient burial urns found there), some 70% are 
said to be North Vietnamese; Hanoi’s men 
comprise the fighting units while the PatheC 
Lao natives serve largely as coolies. 

Hanoi was obviously upset by Gen. Vang 
Pao’s unexpected seizure of the plain last fall; 
huge Red arms caches were uncovered, includ- 


By Robert keatley 

■' Staff Reporter of Thh Wall Street Journal 
j WASHINGTON— "Once again, we seem to 
'be heading down the same tragic road of esca- 
lation. . „ . Onco again, the American Govern- 
ment seems to bo trying to hide from tho 
American people the extent of our involvement 
there.” 

vThe speaker is Sen. Frank Moss, not nor- 
mally outspoken on foreign affairs, and the 
’subject Is Laos-more a geographic whim than 
is nation— whose fragile neutrality has been 
marred by gunfire' ever since the 1962 Geneva 
.conference supposedly established peace. .The 
Utah Democrat, like many of his Capitol Hill 
, colleagues those day3, fears the Nixon Admin- 
istration may sneak this country Into another 
frustrating Asian war (much as critics charge 
the Johnson Administration did In Vietnam) 



while pretending that nothing much is really the possibility of an escalating Laotlan war lng aging Russian tanks and trucks, pus, aim- 

hatraenine 8 may have other motives for speaking out. By pj e revenge was one motive for the recent 

Quito a bit, In fact, is happening in Laos, complaining about Laos, critics of the Vietnam; counterattack. But rather sophisticated politi- 
But chances *f Laos becoming "another Viet- war can revive public concern about Aslan con- cal reasons seem more important to most ana- 

nam”— 'with U.S. ground troops slogging after; fHcts, perhaps hoping to speed troop withdraw- j ysta here. 

an elusive enemy-seem extremely remote to' als from Vietnam or at least to deter the Nixon The plaln Ia traditlona]]y the stronghold of 
most analysts here, despite considerable and. .team from suddenly, seeking some illusory « neu traliat” forces who form one part of the 
ntlnuing U.S. involvement there. . “victory” over Saigon s loes. ..official tripartite government established in 

^ A11 tllis indicates thttt big-time war in Laos 1962 _ jygliUats and Communists are the other 

OflfeiaTs who worrv about Laos flatly reject . ta, ’ t The Communists aren t seeking it, {actlonSi However , the neutral forces have split 

^ the- Americans want to avoid it and many crlt- j n to “our” neutralists and “their’’ neutralists, 

with the Plaine des Jarre3 campaign having 
put “their” neutralists firmly in charge. 

Thus, if and when another peace , conference 

, ... , is held for Laos, the new government could bo 

tafel aelUcment 1 C ‘ , h fi.vi.i composed of American-backed Frcmter Sou- 

, men. Hanol-dominatcd Communists 

'-swir 1 ' -rr':, rv rr 

iiiirRiiinc food and elrls aro being killed dally '■ ivcs - This would insure that a future govetn- 

is ali ment would be subservient to North Vietnam, 


predictions that big battles involving Ameri- herc don > t rea n y expect it. The current up- 
cans are coming In that odd mountainous King- f most partie3 concerned, is largely a 

dom of the Million Elephants and tho Royal complcx political and propaganda exercise di- 
White Parasol (its official title). Talks with in- rectcd toward the iVetnam war and an even- 
formed sources lead to these conclusions: 

—The Communists, who have just recap- 
tured tho Plaine des Jarres (usually labeled 
"strategic") and rostorod battle lines roughly 
to 1082 positions, have about halted their south- 
westward offensive, though some small-scalo 
attacks continue nearby. Instead of moving on,, 
most units are resting, regrouping fend trying 
to mend their overextended supply lines, which 
a re being blasted by U.S. and Laotion planes. 

, —More important, according to U.S. ana- 
lysts, Communist troops don’t seem interested 
In pushing much further. For political and mili- 
tary reasons, Hanoi apparently has no plans to 


without any clear idoa what tho shooting Is all , , , ...... 

about. And yesterday tho U.S. Embassy in and would make much easier a possible total 
Laos confirmed that the first American known' take-over by the Reds some day. 
to have died during the Plaines des Jarres Creating a Dilemma 

campaign was J. C. Maerkl, a civilian hell- Other motives also seem to guide the Corn- 
copter pilot from Fort Worth, Texas, was munlsts. The Americans must “first of all, stop 
killed by a snitpor while flying a supply mis-; using the U.S. Air Force to bomb Laotian terri- 
sion there. ;tory,“ demanded an official North Vietnamese 

Moreover, the Nixon Administration, like foreign ministry statement last week. But 
(use its 60,000 or so soldiers In Laos to over-j the Johnson, Kennedy and Eisenhower regimes many in Washington believe Hanot isn’t weep- 

throw the official government or to grab add!- 1 before it, has been deliberately misleading nig for Its Laotian allies; it really wants a 

tional chunks of real estate, even though the a t, 0 ut the extent of U.S. involvement in Laos, bombing halt along the Ho Chi Minh trail, 

Ill-led troops of Laos’ opium-trading, tennis-: It . g known that the Central Intelligence AgcncjN^hich funnels men and material into South 

playing generals probably couldn’t stop them if finances a "secret war” of sorts there. Ex- Vietnam. 

.they tried. j Green Berets In mufti train and sometimes. This theory holds that the Plaine d'es Jarres^ 

’ —Secret American support, essential to. j command antl-Communist Laotian forces. !Ca mpaign, plus other Red pressures, is an ef- 
•those, moun^ij^ Jge| ptthe F^fease s -^ n »vefe e 'WrtWW/^Wl. JWeeK kHWiwliiJMk rffcemiAr Souvanna into . call 


continue 
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trouble, analysts say. 

One example of a tactic abandoned: Thai 
artillery units financed by the Americans 
fought last year as Laotian troops, in clear vio- 
lation of the Geneva accords. However, they 
have been removed. If Thai troops had been 
captured by the Communists, a major political 
uproar could have ensued. Hanoi's allies would 
Purely display such prisoners and give maxi- 
mum publicity to such an obvious Infraction of 
the Geneva agreements— giving the U.S. a, 
■major headache. 

However, some Thais still fly Royal Laotlami 
Air Force planes, it is claimed, and others per-' 
form technical tasks. For this and other rea- 
sons, covert U.S. involvement is likely to con-, 
tinue. And if the Communists do make some 
unexpected push in Laos, a reflex reaction by 
the Nixon Administration could at least tempo-; 
; rarily enlarge the American role there. 

' • But such a move by the Administration isn’t 
considered likely, partly because Congress has , 
grown so aroused about Laos, Says GOP Sen,*; 
Charles Mathias of Maryland: “I was a mem-* 
ber of Congress as we slid into Vietnam, and I 
didn’t ask the questions then that I should 
have, and I can tell you that I am going to ask 
them now.” 

Such hard questioning will make it difficult 
for the White House to escalate in Laos even if 
it wants to. The Senate yesterday afternoon de- 
voted considerable time to dire warnings about 
the consequences of-U.S. actions in Laos. In a 
National Press Club speech tomorrow, Demo- 
cratic Son. Edmund Muskie of Maine is ex-i 
pected 
and 


ted to attack Nixon. policy on both Vietnam ■ 




him for an enli of the bombing raids would crc 
ate a dilemma for the Nixon Administration. 

It could agree, making Red resupply in South 
Vietnam infinitely easier, or it could reject the 
appeal and bomb a friendly nation whose gov- 
ernment wants a halt. 

■ Propaganda considerations arc also Impor- 
tant to the Communists. Hanoi has renewed 
war fear in tho U.S, by demonstrating that Its 
forces can go anywhere in Laos they desire de- 
spite American-backed efforts to thwart them. 

One goal Is probably to pressure Mr. Nixon 
Into making new concessions in search of Viet- 
nam peace. 

However, all these stop short of any Com- 
munist attempt to take over Laos. North Viet- 
nam still pays lip scrvicy to the Geneva ac- 
cords that established the tripartite govern- 
ment and declared it neutral. Presumably, Ha- 
noi’s leaders feci this oft-violated agreement 
may still prove useful some day when peace 
treaties are written for both Laos and South 
Vietnam. 

Unpredictable Americans 

In addition, an element of fear probably re- 
tards the North Vietnamese advance in Laos; 
they just don’t know what the unpredictable 
Americans will do next. Analysts here doubt 
that Hanoi expected U.S. bombing raids follow- 
ing the Gulf of Tonkin incident of 1964 or Amer- 
ican troop deployments in the south a year 
later. A big push in Laos could trigger yet an- 
other “irrational” American response, in their 
view, even including bombing of Hanoi itself. 

Also, the Communists may be worried about 
continuation of aid from Russia. The Soviet 
Union recognizes the Souvanna government 
and, with the Americans, occasionally exerts 
pressure to settle internal political disputes. 

For Moscow, this is a rather comfortable^ sta- 
tus quo that diminishes Communist Chinese in- 
fluence. The Russians probably wouldn’t out 
off their considerable arms aid if Hanoi upset 
tho balance in Laos, but tho North Vietnamese 
may not bo entirely sure, say analysts here. 

If this leaves North Vietnamese objectives 
somewhat limited, tho same is even more true 
for the Americans. 

The U.S. hope is that Laos can somehow re- 
turn to obscurity, serving mainly as a rugged 
buffer between Communist North Vietnam and 
China on one side and the U.S. ally of Thailand 
on the other. The country is largejy a product 
of whimsical French colonial mapmakers; it 
has few claims to nationhood such as ethnic or 
linguistic unity, or a viable econdmy. Smug- 
gled gold and opium arc the main exports ; the 
Laotian finance minister some timo ago told a 
visitor things had improved because his col- 
leagues were only stealing enough state funds 
to eat and not enough to get ricli (if that doubt- 
ful claim was ever true, there has been a re- 
lapse since then, according to all reports). • 

Military Credibility 

Thus, the U.S. will continue to bankroll; 

Prince Souvanna and his government, and 
Gen. Vang Pao’s tribal army will continue to j 
get American air support and arms, by all ac-’ 
counts.. The justification is that this prevents a 
rout by,. Hanoi and gives the Laotian regime 
some pillitdry credibility, j 

But it's claimed that senior officials here' ' ■ 

ask hard questions whenever worried hawks' 

'’ertiand “action” against the Reds in Laos.i , 

yYbat will'll accomplish, and where will It lead 
us? U19 skeptics demand; Hence tho U.S. 
passes -up or abandons „iwqyj&a that, might haye a 
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Fulbriqht quotes 'high administration aide' 






STATINTL 


\ J. William Fulbright, D-Ark., says a high 
'official in the Nixon Administration has told 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee Laos 
i is even more important to the United States 
'than Vietnam. 

\ In a senate speech yesterday, Sen. Ful- 
‘bright, committee chairman, said it “scares 
'me to death. It suggests an ominous and dan- 
gerous future for us in that remote country.” , 
Sen. Fulbright declined to identify the offi- 1 
icials. Richard Helms, CIA director, was before 
the committee Monday but Sen.- Fulbright 
gave no indication Mr. Helms was the man. 


tion program to end gradually American parti- 
cipation in the war. ' . ■ ■ $ 

The real U.S. concern, Sen. Fulbright said, * 
“is the power of mainland China, or more 
accurately the extension of that power beyond 
China’s borders." He said it was in the nation- 
al interest to deal with Chinese “hostility” to- 
ward the U.S. but “fighting wars in peripheral, 
insignificant countries is certainly not the best 
,way to do this." ftlPD ; , 


In other developments involving Laos: 

• Defense Secretary Melvin R. Laird, testi- 
fying before the House Armed Services Com- 
mittee, said "I can categorically state that | 
there has been no buildup of Individuals, j 
whether civilians or military, on the ground or ) 
within the country.” , . _ j 

•' • Sen. Stephen W. Young, D-Ohio, told the 
Senate that U.S. defense contractors and gen- j 
erals “seemed to be leading us into another 
ground and air war in Southeast Asia.” Sen. 
Young said Laos is “certainly not worth the 
life of one American soldier." 


• The State Department gave a “no com- 
ment” to reports Laotian Premier Prince Sou- 
vanna Phouma has asked for increased U.S. 
[air support against North Vietnamese forces 
! in Laos. 

: The State Department said Sept. 24 there 
(were about 2,100 Americans in Laos, including 
500 U.S. Government personnel; 1,300 depen- 
dants; 11 Fulbright scholars, businessmen and 
newsmen; some missionaries, and a few mem- 
ibers of two foundations. 


[ The administration’s apparent reasoning, 
.Sen.. Fulbright said, is that if Laos falls, Thai- 
land will be next. He said officials also were 
(concerned Hanoi might threaten to wipe out 
i the government Of Souvanna Phouma unless 
' he orders Americans to halt bombing of the Ho 
Chi Minh trail that runs thru Laos, connecting' 
the two Vietnams. 


If this happens, the administration was said 
’to fear, Hanoi would be free to infiltrate as. 
many men and supplies as needed into South 
.Vietnam and severely .retard U.S. troop with-.- 
-drawals. 


ub Sen. Fulbright Said all fhistdfenJojffltriatestthe''. 
“fragility” of the administration’s vietnamiza- 
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VIENTIANE, Laos (AP)— Laos would be taken over by 1'Monriay in the far southern 
North Vietnam if U.S. air strikes were halted, says Laotian! reac hes of Laos near the border 
Premier Souvanna Phouma. (with South Vietnam and Crm- 

“It is the duty of the United States to protect us because, like ;bodia._ The attackers, officials 

— — 1. ? 1— ' *■< j a .4 Mia o it tvnirik n eollt'Cl flirt i SSiCl 


1 other nations which signed the Geneva accords, it must assure the 
independence, territorial integrity and neutrality of Laos,” he 


said. 

Souvanna made the comment 
in an interview with the Colum- 
bia Broadcasting System, a 
transcript of which was released 
by the Lao government yester- 
day. 

Souvanna denied any knowl- 
edge of U.S. B52 raids in Laos 
and refused to comment on the 
activities of the U.S. Central In- 
telligence Agency in Laos. 


Vang Pao Doesn’t Attend 

Souvanna and his military 
commanders were said to have: 
agreed to press more noncom- 
battant soldiers into service in 
the front lines to alleviate a 
manpower shortage. 

Gen. Vang Pao, whose Ameri- 
can-supported clandestine army 
has done most of the fighting 
against the North Vietnamese 


Asked about the extent of U.S. , arounc ] the Plain of Jars, did not 
military involvement in Laos, a tt e nd the session as is his habit 
Souvanna said: When the need w jth such high-level talks, 
is felt, we ask for supplies. We 
also ask for American air inter- 
vention to watch the infiltration 


used a flame thrower am 
bazookas and knocked out the 
post’s communications shack in 
the first salvo. 

A report from Saigon saMt, ; 
meanwhile, that waves of car- 
rier -based U.S. Navy jeta t 
bombed the Ho Chi Minh Trail 
last- night and today in continu- 
ing strikes in southern Laos. 

U.S. communiques said (he 
Navy jets from carriers on Yan- 
kee Station flew no missions In 
Vietnam for the second time in 
three days. Official sources re- 
ported they were all busy bomb- 
ing instead in Laos.. 

Navy jets bave teamed 


i #«• 


routes and bomb the invaders.” 


’ S' 


Van Pao’s army is now com-! The . . 
posed of about 6,000 people — 1 with Air Force B52s in pounding 
many youths about 15 years of the Ho^Chi MU* Twuf.^ 
age. 

The general was reported to 
be too busy with tactical duties 
to fly to Vientiane yesterday. 

There wna no word on his recov- 
ery from what were described 
as minor head injuries suffered 
in a plane crash Saturday, 

Lao Outposts Fall 

Since the North Vietnamese! 
took the Plain of Jars and 
Muortg Soui, there has been a 
relative lull in the area of the' 
plain, although the Reds are 
continuing to build up their sup-j 
plies of food and ammunition. 

In southern Laos, however, 

Laotian military officials said 
two government outposts were 
captured by the Recto— one Mon- 
day, the other early today. 

One high-ranking o f H c i a 1 
called the increase of military 
activity in the panhandle ‘‘of 
Very great concern,” perhaps a 
(diversion froaq the Plain of Jars. 

The camp captured this morn- 
ing was situated 15 miles south 
of Thakkek on the border with 
Thailand. Three Laotian army: 


aim 

land 


He said that without U.S. air 
support ‘‘the entire country will; 
become Communist— the entire] 
country will be taken over by, 
the North Vietnamese.” 

He said he had asked for more! 

American aid, mainly rifles, to] 
replace obsolete ones now used j 
by the Lao army. 

“We still have World War II 
carbines, Garand rifles and so 
on. Yet the enemy has terrible 
fire power with its AK47s,” he 
said. 

Souvanna said he would ask 
for still more aid “if necessary.” 

[f “I think the United States 
should agree to increase the aid 
we have received and which 
we need,” he asserted. 

Souvanna said North Vietnam 
had always “wanted to dominate 
us.” He said he was not afraid 
that Laos would become another) 

Vietnam. 

“That’s uhy I opposed the in- 
troduction of foreign troops into 
our country,” he said. 

Government informants said, 
meantime, that Souvanna told 
hto military commanders yester-j trucks were reported destroyed', 
day he thought the Communist but there were no accounts of! 


N 


was to recapture all the! casualties, 
they held when the 1962' a delayed report said North' 
Geneva convention declare d vietnampse troops had seized, 
Laos neutral, United Press th^sfiopwi o.ap>p, at Pakgopg, 


ternational reported.. 


IMJ Util» 
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Sen. J. William Fulbright, 
D-Ark., says that high-ranking 
Nixon administration officials 
• have indicated that they consid- 
'er Laos even more important 
,than Vietnam. 

. "The fact that high officials of 
the administration thinks this 
scares me to death , V Fulbright, 
chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, said yes- 
terday. “It suggests an ominous 
i and dangerous future for us in 
that remote country.” 

Fulbright dclined to identify 
what officials he meant, but The 
Associated Press reported he 


calling it “most' illuminating.”: 
Fullbright, who 'placed his state- 
ments and The Star article in’ 
the Congressional Record, indi- 
cated he believed the story pro 
sented insights into administra- 
tion views of Laos. 

“For the first time, American 
bombing of the Plain of Jars is 
explicitly related to American 
bombing of the Ho Chi Minh 
Trail, but in a most curious 
way,” he said. '• !' , 

Cites "A Suspicion” 

“On the one hand, we are told 
that bombing in the north— 
which, be it noted, did not pre- 
was referring to a high State ; vent a Communist takeover of 
Department official who twice in i the Plain of Jars— has already 


■ o 


recent weeks made the argu- 
ment' in conversation with com- 
mittee members. 

[ “The government of the United 
‘States may soon have to de- 
cide whether to jgo all the way in 
Laos — that is, to make it an 
other Vietnam — or to get out,” 
Fulbright said. 

Asks ‘Close Hard Look’ 

“If Vietnam was Important 
enough to Justify the commit- 
ment of half a million American 
troops, then in their view, how,| 
many more could justifiably be 
committed in Laos, which is one 
of the few worse places tha Viet- 
nam to fight a war?” he said, 
Calling it “wildly absurd” to 
say that Laos and Vietnam, sin- 
gly or together, • have the capa- 
bility of harming the United 
4 States, Fulbright said that the 
time has come to take “a close 
jhard look” at the American in- 
terest in Laos. 

j The Senator referred to an ar- 
■tide by George Sherman which 
wipearedi .in. yhe , Sunday. ~ 


diverted planes from attacks on 
the Ho Chi Minh trail,” FuL 
bright said. 

“On the other hand” he said, 
"we are told that if we do not 
prevent a Communist victory in 
the north— presumably by more 
bombing— then we wUl have to, 
stop bombing the trail anyway .f 

Further, Fulbright said, thoi 


administration view appears to 
be that if American air strikes 
against the Ho Chi Minh Trail; 
arc stopped, then hopes for Viet 
namizatton will be destroyed. 

; "This confirms a suspicison 
many of ps have had about the 
fragility of-the policy of Viet* 


i 1 ^ 

b ■ Hi> 
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Editorials — • 

There Must Be No Delay 
j In Gearing Up Laos Role 


West Virginia’s Sen. Robert C. Byrd, r 
the No. 3 man in the Senate’s majority 1 
leadership, was absolutely right in call- \ 
ing on the government to reveal the full t 
extent of this country’s involvement in 
Laos— a situation that could well lead to t 
another Vietnam in Southeast Asia. i 

Byrd, whose stature and conservative < 
viewpoint should add to the effectiveness ] 
of his petition, thus joins a growing , 
group of senators— mainly liberals but 
including both Republicans and Demo- ] 
crats— in demanding that the Nixon ad- 
ministration disclose what Sen. Frank 
Church, D-Idaho, described as a need for 
“the truth and the whole truth” on U.S. 

; activities in Laos. 

So far, the administration has been so 
| secretive, evasive and misleading about 
: what we’re doing in Laos that Sen. 
[.Albert Gore, D-Tenn., has suggested we 
may be in violation of the 1962 Geneva 
Agreement guaranteeing Laos’ neutrality 
j ; and a big power hands-off. 

, Secretary of Defense Melvin R. Laird, 

[. for example, 'has assured Congress that 
[^President Nixon would not send ground 
A troops to fight in Laos without the con- : 
/ ’ sent of Congress. 

4/ Yet, CIA agents, former Green Berets, 
and fltlWt3fy"advisers” are falling over 
• themselves in Laos, causing Sen. Charles 

1 Mathias Jr., R-Md„ to charge that “du- 
j bious disguises” are being used in Laos 
j and “each one subverts the constitutional 
[powers of the Congress.” 

, “Can the reservation of warpowers to 
ithe Congress be circumvented by rede- 
/ jsignating soldiers as agents of the Cen- 
v krai Intelligence Agency or as military 
advisers?” Mathias asked— and it is per- 
tinent to point out that this is precisely 
how we got so deeply involved in the 
mess in Vietnam. 

Carrying the pretense still farther, 
President Nixon takes comfort in charg- 
ing that a big difficulty in Vietnam is the 
credibility gap of prior Democratic ad- 
ministrations. The President is correct in 
accusing his Democratic predecessors of 
a credibility gap— but never has there 
been such a credibility gap as now exists 
in Laos. 

One thing about Vietnam is that it 
always has been given full news cover- 
age— by newspapers, press associations, 
television, radio and the news magazines 
—but newsmen in Laos have been sub- 
jected to all kinds of obstacles. 

Indeed, when three Western newsmen 
made their way to the government base 
at Long Cheng— where they reported 

A PP r ° ved ««^„WW«S' 

by Laotian army troops, and the U.S. 

ambassador to Vientiane. issued.* state- 


ment saying “the American mission hal 
lost any interest in helping out the presi 
whatsoever because of what happened 
this afternoon.” 


While Influential members of the Sen- 
ate-including Majority Leader Mike 
Mansfield, Stuart Symington, Frank 
Church and Albert Gore, as well as 
Republicans Charles Percy, John Sher- 
man Cooper and Charles Mathias— have 
been unable to break the veil of secrecy 
imposed by the White House, the Penta- 
gon and the State Department, there is 
growing evidence we are getting more j 
and more deeply involved. j 

In the growing military activity, CIA 
agents directed Gen. Vang Pao’s opera- 
tions and U.S. fighter-bombers based in 1 
Thailand bombed North Vietnamese and 
Pathet Lao forces. And on Feb. 18, for 
the first time in the history of the 
Laotian war, U.S. B52s flying from 
Guam and Okinawa were reported bomb- 
ing Communist forces in the Plain of 
Jars. The American and French news- 
men who got to the Long Cheng base 
reported seeing more than 50 armed U.S. 

■ personnel, U.S. Air Force helicopters and 
U.S.-made planes during a two-hour stay 
in the camp. 

As Mathias pointed out, these activities j 
would appear to “clearly violate the . 
spirit” of two congressional actions last ■ 
year: the “National Commitments Reso- | 
lution” requiring specific Congressional 
approval for every new engagement of 
American troops abroad, and the Coop- 
er-Church amendment to the Defense 
Appropriations Act, which prohibits fund- 
ing of any U.S. ground combat troops in 
either Laos or Thailand. Also, since the 
U.S. has no treaty commitments in Laos, 
this also appears to be in conflict with 
the “Nixon doctrine,” which calls for a 
reduced role for U. S. forces in Asia 
consistent with the keeping of our treaty ; 
commitments. 

In the face of our sad experience in S 
Vietnam— and the signs of a parallel j 
adventure in Laos— the Nixon aclminis-a 
tration, as Sen. Byrd suggests, owes a ] 
full explanation. We also should act j 
promptly on Sen. Mathias’ call, support- 
. ed by Sen. Mansfield, for a reconvening 
of the 1962 Geneva Convention on Laos, 
which produced the “neutralization” of 
the country, to settle the situation. And, 

, as Sen. Cooper proposes, the congression- 
al prohibition against funding of any U.S. 4 
ground combat troops in either Laos or 
Thailand should be extended to air, na- 
^aral andxiviljan forces. 
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Combinoil News Services . 

Washington— Senate Democratic Leader Mike 
Mansfield (D-Mont.) charged yesterday that Amer- 
ica is “up to our necks” in Laos and the presence 
{here of U.S. forces “cannot be: camouflaged any 

longer.” , , , 

"The time is short; the time is now to face up to 
the implications of this worsening situation in Laos, 
Mansfield said in the Senate after CIA Director 
!, Richard Helms testified before a dosed session of the 
1 Senate Foreign Relations Committee. • 

Mansfield’s fears were echoed today by Sen. 
George S. McGovern (D-S.D.), who said in a pre- 
pared Senate speech, “In spite of the painful lessons 
• Vietnam, we are going down the same road in 
ios, and we are doing it in secret.” 

McGovern challenged the administration to dis- 
ose its policy in Southeast Asia, called for a full- 
'._-caIe Senate debate, and said that the public should 
be told the nature and scope of 'he U.S. involvement. 
-~''j Others who expressed fears about t *os after listen- 
Q ^ig to Helms were Sen. Albert Goic <D-Te;n>.), who 


incredible that a great nation such as ours could be i 
waning a major military operation in a . foreign ; 
country without the knowledge of either its citizens oi ; 

its Congress.” . . . ■ 

lie charged that there has been an increasing ■ 
buildup of American airpower, advisem and CIA op- 
eratives. “Our i<iwern«''p.nt — -and the Laotian govern-^ 
ment — nos a deliberate policy designed to prevent | 
either the press or the Congress from learning the ( 
nature and extent of American involvement in Laos,** i 
he said. 1 

But at least one Laotian official reportedly feels • 
that the U.S. involvement is too restreteti. The NewJ 
Ypt’ said today that Laotian Maj. Gen. Tiaoj 

Fa. has complained that U.S. aerial support! 

has been denied his forces in northern Laos because ! 
the U.S. has put the area off limits to its bombers. i 
Sayavong and the four other commanding gen- 1 
erals of the military regions in Laos have been sum-' 
moned to an emergency meeting today in Vientiane 
by Premier Prince Souvanna Phouma, informed gov-j 
eminent sources said last night. — ■ - : 

Across the border in South Vietnam, American B- 


nsvvcrrd yes j'^w^Fulbright (It | [ Across the border in South Vietnam, American 15- 

more crll .“: aI in 0 ’ "extremely apprehensive.” “T i ; 52 bombers rained tons of explosives yesterday on the 
Ark.), said that he was < ^ Mekong Delta's Seven Mountains region. The jets, 
am going to do everything I can to j pounde d staging and storage enclaves in four m 

the administration of the dangers of increased m ,r ! £ miles from the Cambodian border. 


missions 

Dam- 



were 
helicopter' 
trouble and 

crashed. The two other helicopters were shot down, 
j but all of the crewmen were rescued, a U.S. spokes- 
man said. 

On the political front, a Vietnamese military court 
"recessed until tomorrow the trial of National Assem- 


o 




inlo greater fighting. , , 

Mansfield said, "The danger oi ?ur overextended 
commitment in Southeast Asia needs *o couri- 
ered frankly and without delay. We arc Udh mil— 

North Vietnamese and Americans— and we a.o .n it 

up to our necks. The involvement is EO , °" ] [ blyman Tran Ngoc Chau on charges of pro-Commu-; 

botli sides as to make le«; than useless * ie ( nist activity' after his three' attorneys, boycotted the 

maintain the fiction of the (Geneva) necou ir . >f . proceedings and two other lawyers refused to fake the, 

to exchange charge and counter-charge of violations. ■ • 

Mansfield said that a close U.S. connection with * «*• 

Laotian government forces had resulted m a «w- 
i ther ‘American zntion’ of the war in Laos . . . which 
^ems to be mulching the effort to ‘V.etnamize the 
{ Situation -in South Vietnam. If the military scesaw-j 
cots down in Vietnam only to rise in Laos, our 
S situation will not have improved; it will have wor- 
sened, ” he said. Mansfield called for a new conference 
of parties to the 1982 Geneva accord and suggested 
that the scope be widened. 

McGovern, in his speech today, said, We not only 
do not know the truth about our heavy involvement 
in Laos, but we are increasingly in the dark about- 
what is really going on in Vietnam. It. is abso lutel y 

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700050001-2 



Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : ClA-RlSW-kN'© 


MIAMI, FLA. 
HERALD 

MAR 3 1970 

U - 375,469 
S - 468,167 



S' 


‘Up to Our Necks' 
In Laps- 



, f 

Mltfrij p«rild-WMWn»lon Port Wirt 

i WASHING+6hfc£ Senate Majority Leader Mike Mans- 
^ field (D., Mont.) Said Monday that the United States is in- 
volved militarily in Laos "up to our necks” and that the pres- , 
[tehee there of American forces "cannot be camouflaged any | 
. _ " longer." ..] 

Mansfield and other critics j 
of the U.S. involvement In ! 
Southeast Asia spoke after 
CJA^JDirector Richard Helms 
.. "Testified in a closed session of j 
the Senate Foreign Relations v 
; Committee. 



Son. Mansfield 

. . * corral involvement* 


ALTHOUGH HELMS was 
called to testify on the need 
for expansion of the Safe- 
guard anti-ballistic missile 
system, many of the questions 
dealt with the scope of U.S. 
activities in Laos, according 
to senators who were present. 
“There wafc some considerable 
discussion on it,” one said. 

Sen. Albert Gore (D,- 1 
Tenn.) said that after hearing Helms he was "more concerned ^ 
now than I was before the meeting." Committee Chairman J. 
•William Fulbright (D., Ark.) said he was “very afraid we are 
‘gradually being sucked into a new Vietnam-type war.” ■■ 

f Mansfield, in his strongest statement on the shadowy ’ 
iiU.S. presence in Laos, urged the President and Congress to-, 
j “corral” the “open-ended military involvement in a part of 
Tthe world which is not directly vital to our security." 

(,( in a speech on the Senate floor, Mansfield said: 'j 

V "Notwithstanding the Geneva accord of 1962, the North 
( i Vietnamese are deeply involved in this military situation. So, 
‘too, is the United States.,Prcss reports indicate that the Thais 
■} may also be engaged. 

'A 

, “THE INVOLVEMENT is so transparent on both sides as .! 
[to make less than useless the effort to maintain the fiction of 
{.the accord or even to exchange charge and counter-charge of ' 
| violations. We are both in it — North Vietnamese, and Ameri-1 


J 


Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700050001-2 


\ N 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 

AfflMANSft For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601 

E - 209,023 1 

FXAJiTNFR & CHRONICLE ! 

S - 648,231 

- WAR 3 1570 . 

PT A A _ ■ 


STATINTL 





By John Wallach 
Examiner WashinRton Bureau 


I dons of what they assert is 
the situation. 


WASHINGTON — Adminis- 1 


^ration officials privately 
4 / conceded today the Central 


/ conceded today the Central 
Intelligence Agency is in- 
volved in military operations 
in Laos against the Commu- 
nist Pathet Lao. 

But the officials denied re- 
ports that perhaps as many 
as a thousand civilian agents 
were helping to train the ir- 
regular army of anti- 
communist Meo tribesmen. 
They said that at the most 
there are a hundred intelli- 
gence agents in the belea 
. guered Asian kingdom. 

This disclosure was 
prompted by a Pentagon ad- 
mission yesterday that two 
civilians were among the 
regular U.S. military person- 


Last week, the Pentagon 
disclosed the United ijtctes 
had lost l!)3 servicemen] dnee 
1961. Yesterday, a Defense 
Department spokesman cor- 
rected the record to reflect 
that loss since 1964 j — a' 
three-year mistake in some- 
body's figuring. , j 
State Department officials 
are so concerned about fig- 
ures leaking out that the Lao- 
tian desk officer refused to 
confirm a figure usedf by a 
senior department official in 
public testimony before a 
congressional subcommittee. 


for three to six-month tours 4 
of duty, or CIA men who 1 
c 0 m.m u t e back and forth » 
from a border village in'! 
Thailand. ■ ' 1 

The United States has at- > 
tempted to cloak its activi* 1 
ties in Laos because the 1962 j ' 
[Geneva Accords, which pro- 
'vided for, Laotian neutrality, j 
prohibited the introduction of ' 
foreign troops in. any capaci- ■ 

frw V-'.r '-a 

f* 


j rel feared dead or missing in 
Laos. ; ' ■ 


2 Civilians 


A Pentagon spokesman re- [ 
fused to confirm whether the j 
two civilians, later identified, 
as intelligence agents, were; 
originally included in the 193 
airmen acknowledged l a s t 
; week as missing. 'j 

But the s p o k e s m a n dis- 
closed that one of the civil- 
ians was seen being captured 
and presumably is still alive.j 
Defense Department sources! 
said they will release tho{ 
names of the two men in the 
next few days. . . 

The acknowledgement of 
'the CIA role in Laos, an open ■ 
secret for several years, ls ; 
evidence of the difficulty the 
: U.S. government is having 
keeping confidential the na- 
ture and extent of American 
involvement. 5 


2350 Americans I 
According to the American 
Embassy in Vientiane, there 
are 23o0 Americans in Laos j 
— ■ 833 U.S. government em-| 
ployes and the rest depend- 
ents. This does not include j 
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Conflicting Versions > 
In the apparent absence ofj 
a uniform White House direc-’’ 
tivc on what is public and ’ 
what private, State and Dc* ' 


citing conflicting ver- r 
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TT1E V/ASIIINGTON POS3 


Mansfield 
Cpn Laos: ‘Up 
To Our Necks 9 

ny Richard Homan 

Waslilnirlon Tost Stall' Writer 

Senate Majority Leader 
Mike Mansfield (D-Monl.) said 
yesterday that the United 
States is involv d militarily in 
Laos "up to our necks” and 
that the presence there of 
American forces "cannot he 
camouflaged any longer.” 

[ President Nixon has said 
that American planes bomb 
fthe Ho Chi Minh Trail in 
I southern Laos but neither he 
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In a .speech on the Senate 
floor, Mansfield said: 

“Notwithstanding the Ge- 
neva Accord of 1962, the North 
Vietnamese ate deeply in- 
volved in this military situa- 
tion. 

"So, too, is the United 
States. Press reports Indicate 
that the Thais may also be 
engaged. 

"The ( involvement ' is, so 
transparent on both sides as 

_ to make less than useless the 

nor any other administration I c ff or t t 0 maintain the fiction 


of the accord or even to ex 
change charge and counter- 
charge of violations. We are 
both in it — North Vietnamese 
and Americans— and we are 
in it up to our necks.” 


official has revealed the U.S. 
role in northern Laos beyond 
saying there arc no American 
combat forces in the country. 

From other sources, how- 
ever, it is known that U.S. r __ 

military advisers have been Mansfield said that "what 
with the Laos forces and that fijstui’bs me is not only that 
American aircraft have pro- both nations are forbidden by 
yided those forces with tact-' (| ie agreement to use forces in 
ical support. Laos but that the President 

Mansfield and other critics bas a j s0 ma( j e c i car that he 
of the U.S. involvement in ,j oeg no j. desire to see U.S. 

> — . Southeast Asia spoke after f orcea used in Laos.” . 
(Y/CIA .Director Richard Helms Ma , nsficld said ho has 


vje testified in a closed session 


Forelen ^Rei'a- " eve W confidence in the Prcsl- 
V?f nc h L n dent'ii intentions. Yet the pres- 

; Although Helms was called 
!to testify on the need for ex- 
fpansion of the Safeguard 
anti-ballistic missile system, 

'many of the questions dealt 
jwith the scope of U.S. activi- 
ties in Laos, according to 
senators who were present, 

"There was some considerable 
discussion on it,” one said. 

Sen. Albert Gore (D-Tenn.), 
said that after hearing Helms 
he was "more concerned now 
than I was before the mcet- 
‘ing.” Committee Chairman J,i 
William Fulbright (D-Ark.) 
said he was "very afraid wc 
are gradually being sucked 
Into a new Vietnam-type war." 

Mansfield, in his strongest 
statement on the shadowy i 
U.S. presence in Laos, urged 
the President and Congress to 
“corral” the "open-ended mili- 
tary involvement in a part of 
the world which is not directly 
gltal to oursecurity," 


visors’ and others in Laos 
cannot be camouflaged any 
longer'.” 

There arc Indications, he 
said, that U.S. bombing in 
Laos is heavier than it was in 
North Vietnam "and that 
there could now be as many as 
20,000 sorties a month." 

He urged that the United 
S,t nt.es "face up to the implica- 
tions of this worsening situa- 
tion in Laos” and said the 
"danger of our over extended 
commitment in Southeast Asia 
needs to be considered frankly 
and without delay.” 

Mansfield commended the. 
proposal by Laotian Prince; 
Souvanna Phouma that a; 
meeting be called of- the signa l 
torics to the Geneva Accord 
to work out a way to . bring I 
stability to Laos. 

State Department spokes- 
man Robert McCloskey said 
yesterday ; that the United 
States would welcome infor- 
mal consultations among the 
14 member nations of the Ge- 
neva Conference. 

McCloskey made it clear 
that, rather t/»an a formal con- 
fewnca;.At^,,t^^time,^tj^ 



United States had in mind in-' 
formal consultations which 
arc provided for by the agree- ■ 
ment and which the various 
signatories have used in the 
past to discuss Laos. 

Sen. Frank E. Moss (D-Utah) 
told the Senate he endorsed 
Mansfield’s' remarks and Sen. 
Stephen M. Young (D-Ohiof 
said, “Laos is not worth th»* 
life of' one American soldier- 
... yet the fact is that our W 
ivolvement in recent 'weelrtj 
Isccmjs to be growing.”^,,;; & 
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Senate Majority Leader Mike 
Mansfield, deploying increasing 
,v military contlict in Laos, has 
warned against extending U.S. 
■.involvement. 

“If the military seasaw goes 
' down in Vietnam only to rise in 
I,aos, our situation will not have 
improved, it will have wors- 
ened,’’ Mansfield said on the 
'Senate floor yesterday. 

One of a number of senators 
expressing increasing concern 
over the situation in Laos, Mans- 
field said that .both the North 
Vietnamese and Americans al- 
ready 1 are involved' “pp to our 
necks” in the Laotian conflict. 

Meanwiiile, Sen. J. W. Ful- 
: bright, D-Ark., chairman of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee, said that he was "very 
afraid we are gradually being 
sucked into a new Vietnam-type 
war in Laos.” 

Fulbright called use of U.S. 
B52 bombers in Laos “certainly 
an escalation of our role. He 
said he plans to invite Secretary 
of Defense Melvin R. Laird and 
Secretary of State William P, 
Rogers to testify on Laos and 
the deepening situation there. 

Sen. George S. McGovern, 
D-S.D., called for a full-scale 
Senate debate on the situation, 
t and said the public should be 
.'told the nature and scope of the 
;.U.S. involvement. 

.Mansfield made his statement 
tHelms testified before a 
closed-door session of the For- 
teign Relations Committee, 

■ After listening to Helms, Sen. 
Albe rt Gore.D-Tenn.. answere d 


yes when asked if the situation 
is becoming more critical in 
Laos. 

Mansfield, in his comments on 
the Senate floor, urged support 
for reconvening the 1062 Geneva 
Conference that sought to guar- 
antee neutrality for Laos. 

Prince Souvanna Pbouma of 
Laos has requested that Britain 
and the Soviet Union call the 
1962 conference back into ses- 
sion. The two nations co-chaired 
the conference, which lead to 
agreement by 14 nations, includ- 
ing the United States and North 
Vietnam, on stabilizing Laos. 
Mansfield said that the scope 
of such a new meeting might be 
enlarged to include the situation 
in all of Southeast Asia, with the 
participation of other nations, 
such as Cambodia and Thailand., 

“The time Is short; the time is; 
now to face up to the implica- 
tions of this worsening situation 
in Laos," Mansfield said. He as- 
serted that United States bomb- 
ing in Laos, is reported to be 
heavier than it was in North 
Vietnam. 

Mansfield said both North 
Vietnam and the United States 
are forbidden to use forces in 
Laos. But, he said, the war 
“seems to be pouring out of 
South Vietnam” into Laos and 
the rest of Indochina. 

Mansfield questioned how! 
deepening United States involve- 
ment in Laos accorded with this 
country’s . “vital interest," with 
the “Nixon Doctrine," which! 
calls for a reduction of U.S.for- 


tiara ’4- 

with competing domestic priori- 
ties. 

“It needs to be recalled at this 
time . , . that the full scale U.S. 
(involvement) evolved from 
much smaller beginnings,” 
Mansfield said. “I am sure the 
President does not want that se- 
quence to be repeated.” 

Sen. Harry F. Byrd Jr., D-Va., 
agreed with Mansfield that 
"more tons of bombs” have 
been dropped on Laos than on 
North Vietnam. Byrd said the 
American public should have 
“all possible facts on the situa- 
tion.” 

Despite efforts by senators to 
secure release of a censored 



the administration so lax has 
refused to permit disclosure of 
this information. 

I further Senate floor com- 
ment, Sen. Stephen M. Young, 
D-Ohio,- called Laos “just about 
the most underdeveloped coun- 
try in the world.” 

“That country is certainly not 
worth the life of one American 
soldier,” Young said, adding 
that the Central Intelligence 
Agency, reported to be heavily 
involved in Laos, is "a watchdog 
that needs a master 

Young asserted that some of 
the places bombed by B52s have 
been up to 200 mile3 away from 
the Ho Chi Minh trail, where 
bombing has been directed to 
squeeze the flow of supplies to 
.the enemy in Vietnam. , - . 
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city Washington, DC 


SENATE BRIEFING ON UAOS 

*• • r 

\ ' ' 

WILLIAM LITTAUER: Central Intelligence Agency Director, 

Richard Helms, held a secret meeting with members of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Subcommittee. Participants In the meeting 
later expressed extreme concern over the Laotian Involvement. 

i 

Committee Chairman, William Fulbrlght, said he Is very 
afraid the United States Is gradually being sucked Into a new 
Vietnam type war. 

V SENATOR WILLIAM FULBRIGHT: If we are determined to 

disengage In Vietnam, then of course that leads to a similar 
resolution in Laos. If the Vletnami zatlon program Is not designed 
j. yTdisengage In Vietnam, then we become more deeply Involved . 1:1 

^^iVTaos In protecting the Involvement In Vietnam. 

Subcommittee Chairman, Albert Gore, commented after the 
' meeting with Helms, he Is now more concerned; and added Laos 
is apparently outside the Nixon Doctrine. 

t • Republican Representative Bradford Morse declared his 

recent tour of Vietnam convinced him that the Vletnami zatlon 

' • •! , ! ! . • * 
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, , renorts from other "informed sources’* 

’■ By Morton Kondracke J “ cor ^ ct( the armed Americans in Laos are 

| Sun-Times Bureau _ ot "combat troops of the U.S. military,’’ but , 

1 . ' Armv Green Berets employed by the 

1 WASHINGTON - "The United States has a igmer Army ^ are , n La0 ^ 

i small ’army’ of armed Americans on the £ ^^ R oy aI Laotian' forces In the war 
; ground in Laos at Long Chien, 15 miles south tbe communist Pathet Lao and in- 

! of the Communist-held Plain of Jars ... i Nnrth Vietnam. 










! of the Communist-held Plain of Jars . . . h Vietnam. 

"Long Chien is an L-shaped canyon tucked adtrs imm ^ o{ ^ raldg For a 

: away in the brush. One leg of the L holds an J United States , dld not admit 


1 awav in the brush. One leg of the L holds an j United States , dld not admit 

; airstrip. The other leg holds a U.S. m litary tong t ^ ^ Ho chl M lnh Trail, 

i headquarters . . .(with) American military ommunist SU pply route running through 


headquarters . . .(with) American military Communist supply route running through 
h barracks, all air conditioned ... l sect [ 0 Vof Laos from North to 

« "More than 50 Americans’’ were seen 2 soutnea 

t "some riding in Jeeps. All were armed with So J th “ raWs are admitted, but bombing 
! M16 rifles and pistols, but dressed in civilian Now tne - ^ 

(clothes. . . { tian government forces from overextending i 

• ? "On the 5,000 foot-long t a r m a c airstrip j themselves, largely went by the board.’’ '} f 
( (were) . . . aircraft bearing U.S. Air, Force ] Allman wrote In September that “few non- \ V 
markings. There also were three U.S. Air | Laotian Vientiane observers expect these ma- j 
\ Force Jolly Green Giants, the large helicop- j or and unexpected victories to last” — a pre- » 
fters used for rescuing U.S. pilots downed over j diction appare ntly In the process of con-J 
) , Loos.” i firmatlon now with Communist victories and 8 

t Phase of secret war In Laos I ' .the retaking of the Plain, f> 

i. This is the best information now available The Manclie ster Guardian reported this! 

. i to the U.S. public about one phase of the se- weak that the war might escalate still further ] 

: cret war in Laos. It certainly does not come_ with th0 Unlted states turning the plain into a j 


; cret war m Laos, u ceiiamijf th0 Unlted state s turning the plain into a ; 

from the U.S. government. j "freafire zone” — an area of unrestricted; , 

/ It does not even come from persons who t j ; bombins by B -52s or planes of the CIA’s Air . ,/ 
./visited Long Chien, but from a reporter, Tam- f A racrica and Continental Air services. I 

^ ArhnrVip w hn writes for the Washington , A 


/ ~ — o ' * , 1 /vrilvJi iua null uumiMUitai 

Arbuc f k ‘«- w , ho writes for 1116 Washingt0n An aide to one senator on the Senate For-1 

Trb°u U cUeTo?"e information from three S "S < 

■other reporters who violated U.S.-Laotian se- ™ S border i ess than 100 miles" 

i curity rules, walked 12 miles to the camp and P r0t ' c ^f Tar* if’ Thai territorv were 

; were arrested for their pains. Their own re- ^m the Plain o ’■ 

jF“»E« ye ‘ *"» *> EZS-SPS? s»t« g Ma V T,?aly. 

’• That is how it is with this war. Information J Sen. Robert Byrd (D-W. Va.) reported last ; 
’about it comes second or third hand, for ex- : week that 25 Americans have been ki e 
ample, from "well-informed sources" who Ton the ground in Laos and 100 airmen, 
told Arbuckle that there are between 200 and i, down on bombing runs, are dead or missi g. 
*300 armed Americans in Laos. M- "Before these casualty figures rise taj 

No U.S. confirmation 0 ther ” he said “the American peoptoshould 

This information cannot be confirmed from-| | be to ld the exte ry 

official U.S. government sources. Nor can it ' volvement in Laos. . 

be confirmed by members of Sen. Stuart ! Foreign ■ Relations Committed sources sus- 
Sym in g ton’s (D-Mo.) subcommittee on U.S. pect that the Nixon administration Is trying to 

"J" 6 v ’ ... . . , i .... «. n 1..fl nnn » fn ".mletnlrne" It fpp S 


commitments abroad. The Nixon adminis- 
tration will not let Symington release his pan- 
el’s information. 

Nothing can be released on Long Chien or 


Foreign ■ Relations Committee sources sus- 
pect that the Nixon administration Is trying to 

“ ... . .. . „ . , u # I. 


test out "solutions”, to "mistakes” It feels 
,a«4a fn T/fAftvntv'i fhnf “snnl- 


were made in Vietnam — namely, that <# sanl- ,1 
tary" air power should be relied upon rather | 
than large numbers of ground troops and that j, 


Notning can oe reieasca un mug uhch u, / -- - j 

armed Americans because the ndmlnis- ' the public should not be told what Is happen- , 
tratlon’s policy, in Defense Sec. Melvin R.f' ing for fear of arousing a controversy. 

Laird’s words, is that “there are no ground t £ “What they seem to be saying," said a com- ,fj 

. . .. . • • , . . « » i 1 * miffna cnnt'/'o niihllA Ka rlnmnnyl lira v. 


combat troops of the U.S. military in Laoi at 
this time.” 

So far as Is known, Laird is telling the 
truth. He isApijatiQvedi^iQMhilibedea&Be 
truth, but it Is far from the whole truth. , 


,.i * j - — — ~ w — j —oi * , | 

mittce source, "is, ’the public be damned, we ^ 

• professionals have things under control.* The j 
: problem is, is it really under control? Does i 

2Q&m9m wi®IA^RDR8et.®t|6«PtRD0070005000doa 

Docs he even know what’s going on on the j 
ground? Once you start this secrecy business, - ■ 

t ii j. ii , k 
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chanpe our electoral votinc system so 
that the electoral votes In a given State, 
which arc based on the number of Rep- 
resentatives In Concrcss that a State has, 
be determined by concressionnl districts 
rather than at larce. The electoral votes 
which represent the two Senators that 
each State has must continue to be de- 
termined by the total vote of a State. 

At the present time a candidate for 
President must net a majority of the voto 
in a populous Slate or lose its entire 
electoral vote. This micht place a temp- 
tation before candidates and political 
parties to declare for plans and procrams 
not in the best interests of the cntlro 
United States, but necessary in order to 
reach a radical swing vote deemed nec- 
essary to carry the State. If, on the other 
hand, ft populous State elects 30 or 40 or 
more electors by districts, the pur ty and 
the candidate can strive to carry as marry 
districts ns possible and obtain a sub- 
stantial number of electoral votes even 
though they do not carry the entire 
State. Such a procedure would not place 
the temptation before the candidate to 
make unwise or unrealistic promises for 
fear of losing the total electoral vote in 
a heavily populated States. 

The election of presidential electors by 
districts would also encourage the two- 
party system. A candidate or a political 
party could realistically make a drive to 
carry a few congressional districts in a 
State where they had little chance of 
■ carrying the entire State because of past 
one-party control. It could well be an 
incentive for the building of a real two- 
party system for every State in the 
Union. 

Mr. President, Mr. White’s statement 
that direct election of the President of 
the United States is an invitation to na- 
tional chaos is not an exaggeration. Why 
should we make such a revolutionary 
change when our present system has 
worked so well and so long? Why should 
we not be content with correcting our 
electoral voting system rather than junk- 
ing It? 

Already some people have advocated a 
direct primary as a means for the parties 
to choose their candidates for President, 
If such a thing would happen, will an un- 
limited number of candidates be allowed 
to place their name on a nationwide pri- 
mary ballot? Or should the number bo 
limited to five, 50, or 100? If there is a 
limitation, who will decide what names 
go on the ballot? Will the nominations 
go to the candidates with the greatest 
amount of money who can mount the 
most massive high-powered advertising 
campaign? 

It is true that the nomination of can- 
didates for President by direct primary 
is not before us. It will be before us if 
we make the tragic step of abolishing 
our electoral voting system and turn to 
the direct election of the President. We 
should oppose the direct election of the 
President because our present system 
gives the greater protection to individual 
citizens and to their liberties and in re- 
ality gives the greater weight to their 
expressed desire to whom should become 
President, 

Mr, ALLEN. Mr. President, will the 
Senator yield? 


Mr. CURTIS. I am happy to yield to 
the Senator from Alabama. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr, President, I would like 
to congratulate the distinguished Sena- 
tor from Nebraska on this excellent an- 
alysis of the problems having to do with 
possible reform of our electoral college 
and reform of the method of choosing 
the President of the United States. Cer- 
tainly I agree with the distinguished 
Senator in his conclusion that the di- 
rect election Is not the proper route to 
go. I am impressed very much with his 
statement that the route of direct elec- 
tion of the President would bo the begin- 
ning of the destruction of our Federal 
sysem, which has worked so well for this 
country for almost 200 years. 

Has the distinguished Senator given 
thought to the provision in the proposal 
that will soon be before the Senate that 
permits a President by the direct elec- 
tion method to be chosen by a 40-per- 
cent plurality. Does the Senator think 
that provision is in the public interest? 

Mr. CURTIS. Mr. President, I thank 
the distinguished Senator for his com- 
ment about my remarks. 

As to the answer to the Senator’s ques- 
tion, I do not like that 40-pcrcent pro- 
vision. I believe, however, it tends to ob- 
scure the real danger, which is the direct 
election of the President. It is my hope 
that those who advocate direct elec- 
tion of the President will recall their 
proposal, because if they insist on that 
proposal there will be no reform in elec- 
toral voting. That would be unfortunate 
because we should make at least two 
reforms: First, to provide that we do 
not have a system under which an elector 
could substitute Ills judgment for that 
of the people who voted a certain way 
and who are entitled to have the elector 
vote that way; and second, the matter 
of deciding tics. I think at the present 
time this cannot be Justified. We should 
make some corrections there, but if 
there is an insistence upon an amend- 
ment to provide for the direct election 
of the President going to the States there 
will be no reform whatever. 

I agree with the distinguished Senator 
on the 40-pcrccnt minimum. I have 
changed some of my own thinking on 
that point in recent months because I 
felt wo must concentrate on the larger 
problem of the direct election system. 

Mr. ALLEN. Is It not true that If there 
bo fraud or corruption In the conduct 
of any election in any State, under the 
present system that fraud or corruption 
would be sealed oil into the particular 
State involved, whereas, under the di- 
rect election system any fraud or cor- 
ruption would apply to the whole body 
or pool of votes of the entire country? 

Mr. CURTIS. Counting the votes by 
States, any corruption Is quarantined, 
so to speak, and its effect limited to the 
wrong that might come in that particu- 
lar State. If it is all put into one pool 
there would be corruption In that pool. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, the Sen- 
ator has made a great contribution to 
the debate on this subject. The fact 
that the Senator Is opposed to the direct 
system but would favor some other 
typo of reform, I bolievo. foretells the 
defeat of the amendment providing for 


the direct election because I believe that 
fully one-half of the Members of the 
Senate arc opposed to the direct system 
but they would be unable to agree on 
any substitute plan. 

For that reason, It seems likely to the 
junior Senator from Alabama that there 
will be no reform at this point. Docs the 
Senator feel that that is a likelihood? 

Mr. CURTIS. I do. There are 34 of 
the 50 States that would be adversely 
affected if wc changed to the direct 
election of the President. I do not be- 
lieve they have my such mandate from 
the people back home to lessen the 
power of their sovereign States in choos- 
ing the President. 

Mr. ALLEN. The Senator’s argument 
is that the voter in Nebraska wants to go 
to the polls feeling he is going to be a 
part of the Nebraska vote, and when the 
Nebraska vote is counted it will count 
for something because It will be repre- 
sented in the electoral vote of the State 
of Nebraska. It will not be commingled 
with 75 million other votes, and will be 
identified with that single State. 

Mr. CURTIS. When I cast my vote in 
Nebraska, it will not be buried under a 
tombstone in Chicago. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Hart 
in the chair) . Under the previous order, 
the Senator from Montana is recognized 
for 15 minutes. 


r 


LAOS 


Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, I 
take the floor of the Senate at this time 
because of the serious situation in Laos. 

I do so not to criticize, but, if possible, 
to be constructive, to be helpful, and to 
wave a warning flag about this area 
which might perhaps be helpful in pre- 
venting our becoming involved too deep- 
ly and in too costly a manner. When I 
speak of costly, I do not mean money 
alone, but total cost, including man- 
power. .... 

Perhaps, the Pathet Lao and their 
North Vietnamese allies may stop the 
offensive on the Plain of Jars, short of 
the cities of Vientiane and Luang Pra- 
bang; that would be in the pattern of 
previous operations. Then again, they 
may push forward against these two 
capitals and press to the border of Thai- 
land. Only time will indicate what plans 
and objectives may be involved. In any 
event, the question of the "nonwar or 
the "secret-war” or "interlude war” iff 
Laos cannot be avoided any longer. , 

Notwithstanding the Geneva accord of 
1962, the North Vietnamese arc deeply 
involved In this military situation. So, 
too, is the United States. Press reports 
indicate that the Thais may also be en- 
gaged. The involvement Is so transparent 
on both sides as to make less than useless 
the effort to maintain the Action of tho 
accord or even to exchange charge and 
countercharge of violations. We are both 
in it — North Vietnamese and Ameri- 
cans — and we are in it up to our necks. 

What disturbs me is that it is not only 
that both nations are forbidden by tho 
Genova agreement to use forces in Laos 
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ever before. And finally, we're willing to ba 
Judged by the results of our efforts. 

Today I get special pleasure 111 discussing 
tills subject before a meeting of the Urban 
Loaguo. That pleasure springs from knowl- 
edge of t-ho special, almost unlcpio, rolo of 
tlic League. 

You will recall that I have dwelt on two 
features that mark our approach to today's 
problems. The first 13 moderation fa style. 
No florid rhetoric, no Illusory promises, no 
claim of heroics. The second Is to point our 
efforts toward results. Not to accentuate and 
polarlzo differences, not to promolo conf ron- 
tations but rather to get things done— use- 
ful, constructive things. 

Now ns I reflect on thoso approaches I bc- 
como tiwnro they nro In marked harmony 
with approaches used by the League over tho 
years. The League has always been a "doing” 
organism tlon. Tho League maintains referral 
and placement units. Tho League provides 
special counselling and community services. 
And now the League operates dozens of train- 
ing programs, many like LKAP and Outreach 
under the Department of Labor sponsorship. 
Bo tho League Itself Is highly "reaults- 
orlonted." 

Through the years we have seen tho Lcaguo 
employ a reasoned, rather than a mucous, 
voice, it has been strong and Arm In Its views 
where others were merely strident. Tho 
League knows that furor and frenzy can 
never replace constructive action If real gains 
are to be won. 

So I take special pleasure and extend spe- 
cial thanks to you for letting mo discuss 
these critical matters with you. 

This morning I have often spoken In terms 
of "problems.” There Is now occurring a 
switch In phrasing deserving a high favor. 
People Increasingly refer to “problems” as 
"opportunities.” I like this. It has a positive 
ring to It. A problem Is something you try to 
get out of the way. An opportunity Is some- 
thing you work at with zeal and Inspiration, 
Certainly that Is how the matters I have dis- 
cussed here this morning should be attacked. 
I bellevo that Is the way tho Urban League 
Is attacking their opportunities. I know that 
Is the basis for our approach to them In the 
Labor Department. As this concept spreads 
among men of good will everywhere, the end 
result Can only be real progress. And real 
progress has become a tangible and achieva- 
ble objective. Let’s all work at It, 

Thank you. 



r 


LAOS AND VIETNAM 


Mr. MeGEE. Mr. President, Columnist 
Richard Wilson, writing in today’s Wash- 
ington Evening Star, details what he calls 
•'an important distinction” between U.S. 
military operations in Laos and in Viet- 
nam. That difference or distinction is 
that in Laos, while we arc training, equip- 
ping, and advising a native army, and 
probably giving It air support, there is no 
direct involvement of American ground 
troops in combat. Indeed, the President 
has assured Congress that none will be 
sent to fight in Laos without its consent. 

This is an important distinction which 
does not preclude our Government's act- 
ing to protect the Integrity of Laos or 
other threatened nations in Southeast 
Asia. 

The point which Mr. Wilson drives 
home is that this policy is not news— 
certainly not to the critics in Washing- 
. ton. It is under attack, however, be- 
cause, to some, it appears to be a good 
time to undermine the President’s policy 
and forge a new policy of total disen- 
gagement. 


I ask unanimous consent that Richard 
Wilson’s column, entitled "Criticism Un- 
likely To Sway Nixon on Laos Policy,” bo 
printed in tire Record, 

There being no objection, the article 
was 1 ordered to be printed in the Record, 
as follows: 

Criticism Unlikely To Sway Nixon on Laos 
Policy 

(By Richard Wilson) 

Another Vietnam In Laos? Well, hardly yet. 
There Is an Important distinction between 
tho military operations of tho Nixon admin- 
istration In Laos and thoso In Vietnam. 

If this distinction Is not recognized then 
It may ns well bo said that tho President 
of tho United States Is now and hereafter 

precluded from effectively supporting tho na- 
tions of Southeast Asia In resisting external 
aggression. 

TI 1 I 3 is evidently tho basic objectlvo of 
those In the United mates Senate who now 
aro accusing the President of escalating tho 
war in Laos Into another Vietnam. 

This distinction between Vietnam and 
Laos, however, Is a working demonstration 
of tho kind of policy called for by tho Nixon 
Doctrine in lieu of tho massive direct Inter- 
vention or U.S. forces In Vietnam. In Laos 
we aro training, equipping and advising a 
clandestine native army and probably giv- 
ing it air support without the direct In- 
volvement In combat of American ground 
troops. That pattern undoubtedly would be 
followed in Thailand If the northern Insur- 
gency required It. It Is the developing pat- 
tern also In Vietnam, where it Is called 
Vietnamlzatlon. 

Implicit In the gathering storm over Laos 
Is tho basic question of tho President’s us- 
ing these methods to preserve the political 
Integrity of independent governments In 
Laos, Vietnam, Cambodia and Thailand. 

This Is well understood In Congress. The 
Benato Foreign Relations Committee knows 
what the Nixon administration Is doing in 
Laos and why It Is doing It. The present 
outburst arises mainly becauso a few news- 
papermen have observed first hand what the 
Foreign Relations Committeo has known all 
along was being done In Laos, 

A visitor to Vientiane as long ago as three 
years could readily see that the United States 
was giving military support to the govern- 
ment of Laos. There was no secret about it 
Tho CIA was there. American military ad 
vlsers were there. They also traveled back 
and forth between tho American airfields In 
the north of Thailand to Vientiane. 

Investigators for the Foreign Relations 
Committeo have been supplied with a great 
deal of information by State Department per- 
sonnel on the operation In Laos, so much In 
fact that there has been concern at the 
White Houso over the lcakago of military In- 
formation that would bo of benefit to the 
North Vietnamese Invaders. 

Then why all the fuss? It arises because 
this Is considered tho right time to under- 
mine and roverso Presiden t Nixon’s policy In 
Southeast Aula. It Anally is coming to bo 
realized that Nixon meant it when ho said 
the United States wrb not about to "bug out" 
and that ho Intended to preserve tho Inde- 
pendent political Integrity of tho nations of 
Southeast Asia. 

That Is not sufficient for tho peace group 
In tho Senate. Some of them had thought 
that Nixon was moving toward a total pull- 
out, regardless of tho consequences, as a po- 
litical necessity. Now they sco that this la not 
so and they observe that in both Thailand 
and Laos tho President has committed tho 
United States to military support of existing 
governments. 

Nixon also Is being accusod of duplici ty and 
of falling to hold the confidence of the Amer- 
ican public by being little franker About hi* 
objectives than President Johnson. 


This only means that In a brief time Presi- 
dent Nixon will take to the air waves again 
to givo a fuller explanation, but no fuller 
than Is already known to the Foreign Rela- 
tions Committeo, about what wo aro doing 
In Laos, why It Is In support of an Independ- 
ent government, why It protects our troops 
in Vlotnam and making it doubly clear, as 
Secretary of Defense Laird already has, that 
he bus no Intention of committing ground 
combat forces. 

If the President Uoc3 not do tills he will 
merely play Into the hands of those who cay 
ho is hiding his actions In tho same decep- 
tive way as Johnson. 

It 13 of even more substance that 1/ the 
President Is driven off his policy In Laos 
thou ho will havo retreated from the alms 
and objectives ho has so often stated In the 
Nixon Doctrine. 

But there la no present prospect that Nixon 
will bo driven off his policy, certainly as long 
no the North Vietnamese Infiltration through 
Laos to Vietnam continues. 

One other aspect of this matter 13 Impor- 
tant. Tho President has assured Congress he 
will not send ground troops to fight In Laos 
without Congressional consent. If this assur- 
ance Is to bo taken literally the President 
has gone a step farther than his predecessors 
in recognizing congressional participation In 
decisions on future military Interventions. 


ora 

‘•11 


ON CRIME IN THE STREETS 

Mr. SYMINGTON. Mr. President, in a 
recent interview, an outstanding trial 
lawyer, Edward Bennett Williams, ad- 
dressed himself to the problem of crime 
and the avenues for solution. 

Although his remarks were made in the 
context of the critical situation in the 
District of Columbia, they are pertinent 
and applicable to cities across the Nation 
and of interest to all those concerned 
with this national problem. 

Mr. Williams states that our system 
is broken down in three places. 

First, he asserts that the greatest de- 
terrent to crime in the street is a visable 
policeman and calls for more and better 
.paid policemen. For the quality and 
f quantity needed, a massive Federal sub- 
tdiu sidy to the cities is it bred. 

Second, if punishment is to work as a 
deterrent, it does not have to be severe 
but it does have to be swift. When those 
apprehended do get to court, the average 
lawyer can keep his clients at liberty for 
from 18 months to 2 years before a final 
decision. , 

The whole criminal justice system must 
be speeded up if it is going to work ef- 
fectively. This too will take more funds. 

Finally, the prisons, instead of reha- 
bilitating, have become breeding grounds 
for crime. 1 

I nsk unanimous consent that the com- 
plete article appearing in the Washing- 
ton Post of February 28 be printed at this 
point in the Record. 

There being no objection, the article 
was ordered to bo printed in the Record 
as follows: 

(From the Washington Post, Feb. 28. 1070) 
An Attorney's View or the District or 
Columbia Crime Situation 
(Note. — Trial attorney Edward Bennett 
Williams, ono of a number of civic leaders 
who have recently mot together In search of 
now solutions to the problem of crime in 
Washington, was asked about some of his 
conclusion# in s recent interview with Joseph 
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What About Laos? 


Surely nothing could be more important at 
this stage of events in Southeast Asia than a 
disclosure by President Nixon of U.S. involve- 
•ment in Laos. If for any reason, immediate 
disclosure to the public would be harmful to 
national security, then at least the truth could 
be told in closed congressional hearings. There 
is precedent for that. 

Senators of both parties are understandably 
distressed that most information — presumably 
reliable, but nevertheless unofficial — coming 
out of Laos is from the news media and that 
American officials concerned with U.S. ac- 
tivities in the countries neighboring Vietnam 
are attempting censorship. 

/ Nothing less than potential for another 
Vietnam is the fear' ?md the unofficial reports 
'substantiate that fear. .CIA agents and military 
advisors — supposed! jt'Tn greater numbers 
proportionately than those In Vietnam under, 
Jthe ■ Kennedy commitment — swarming 


throughout the country, secretive U.S. troop) 
incursions across the Vietnam border, massive 
B-52 raids admitted officially only recently all 
point to the growing involvement. 

Republican Sen. Charles Mathias charges . 
that even now “U.S. military activities in that 
country (Laos) clearly violate the spirit of both 
the national commitments resolution — re- 
quiring specific approval for every new 
engagement of American troops abroad — and 
the amendment to the defense appropriations 
act prohibiting use of funds for American 
ground combat troops in Laos or Thailand.” 

An airing of those activities is in order. 
Congressional acts shouldn’t be violated, let 
..alone the possibility of the American people 
being hoodwinked into another Vietnam. Even 
the most ardent advocate of the U.S. military 1 
, mission in Vietnam should not want a similar 
bloodletting next door. 
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Tlie CIA’s War In Laos 


S' 



THE UNITED STATES is so deeply 
committed in Laos it will suffer loss of 
prestige, money and men regardless of 
the path taken now. 

There is also 'the possibility that cur- 
rent policy in Laos will lead to increased 
involvement in inverse ratio to decreased 
' activity in Vietnam. Senator Mathias of 
Maryland pointed this out the other day. 
He said that Laos was turning into “an 
arena for the repetition of mistakes of 
our Vietnamese involvement.” 

Mathias cited the character of U.S. 
aotian commitment as one of “dubious 
disguises.” The villain behind the 
disguises is the Central Intelligence 
/tgency, with a supporting role played by 
'the Defense Department. For example, 
Mathias quoted a number of news reports 
that hundreds of former Green Berets 
have been recruited by the CIA to assist 
irregular groups supporting the Laotian, 
government. 

The Laotian war has been going on for 
20 years, with CIA interference for about 
half of that time. At least once, it has 
switched sides. Prior to 1967, the CIA 
supported the right - wing Prince, Boun 
Oum, in his efforts to oust neutralist 
Prince Souvanna Phouma. It succeeded 
for a short while in 1964. In 1967, it was 
decided that maybe Souvanraa Phouroa 
was the better choice after all. . - 

The dollar-green carpet of the CIA was 
jerked out from under Boun Oum and 
laid beneath the feet of Souvanoa 
Phouma, where it has been ever since. 
U.S. B-52s stationed in Thailand regularly 
bomb North Vietnamese and communist 
Pathet Lao positions in Laos. U.S. sup- 
plied and maintained T-28 jets stationed 


in Laos wage war against the commun- j 
isits. ' j 

U.S. advisers train and assist the ! 
Clandestine Army, the only viable friend- j 
ly fighting force in Laos. U.S. funds pay i 
for the Clandestine Army, made up j 
primarily of Meo tribesmen a n d j 
mercenary Thais, and for the Royal Lao- 
tian Army, which functions only as a 
palace guard. : 

The U.S., in short, pays for everything, i 
to the tune of almost $300,000,000 an- 1 
nually. Everything to fight the war is ■ 
furnished by us except troops, and there 1 
is creeping dou'bt about that. i 

This sordid, sub rosa mess perpetrated * 
by the CIA with the apparent blessings of > 
the Defense Department and the Nixon j 
Admihlstration places the U.S. in an 
untenable position. No matter what the 
future policy .is, it will be damaging. j 

Should the U.S. decide abruptly to pull ’ 
out, prestige, will be lost. Should the | 
decision be made to stay and fight it out, ,j 
the nation might be bogged up to its neck 1 
in another Vietnam War. Past experience * 
shows that, in this kind of thing, the U.S. 
does not remain static, ruling out 
maintaining the status quo. 

There is a double tragedy in the Lao- 
. tian morass. The most obvious is that : 
secret agencies of the U.S. have been j 
allowed to lead the power and prestige of 
the nation into a Hobson’s Choice. The ■ 
other is that' it makes as little sense to J 
take a stand in Laos as it would in, say, i 
Madagascar. 

Left atone, Laos would lapse into the 
insignificance that is its natural state, 
is no place for the U.S. or Americans 
<be making a fight. 

-V-v..: „. >..*■ \*t,. rf'- 
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Another War : In the Skies Over Indocluna 



By HERBERT MITGANG 
WASHINGTON— Fifteen years 
ago Graham Greene’s English 
correspondent in "The Quiet 
American" strolled down Rue 
Catinat toward the Saigon wa- 
terfront and observed, "I could 
see lamps burning where they 
had disembarked the new Amer- 
ican planes." 

There has been one slight 
, change since that time, shortly 
after the French made a dy- 
ing effort to hang .onto their 
colonial empire in Southeast 
Asia. Rue Catinat has been re- 
named Tu Do. It celebrates no 
'famous victory by the ARVN, 
,nor the success of the new 
American policy of Vietnamiza- 
| tion, but only a vain touch of 
| independence by the Republic 
: of South Vietnam. 


Although President Nixon's 
foreign affairs report to Con- 
gress last month said that “our 
tactical air and B-52 operations 
have been reduced 'by 25 per 
cent," the half-hidden air war 


ing of this heavy bombing can 
be put in perspective by com- 
paring it with the 500,000 tons 
dropped in the Pacific Theatre 
during all of the Second World 
War. When the total tonnage. 


beyond the borders of South dropped in the Pacific theater 
Vietnam has actually widened. Vietnam alone is added up, it 


.United States Air Force, Army, 
Marine and Navy warplanes arc 
on operations from the Gulf 1 
of Siam to the Gulf of Tonkin. 

Overt and Covert War 


exceeds by far the weight of 
all the bombing on every front 
against Japan and Germany. . : 

Neither strafing by helicopter ‘ 
gunships nor attacks by fighter- . 
bombers have been miik runs; 
more than 1,300 fixed-wing 
planes and nearly 1,500 heli- 
copters have been lost over 
North and South Vietnam. Ac- 
cidents and losses on the ground 
due to enemy action have ac- 
counted for another 1,600 
planes and 1,900 helicopters. 


Last month there was an 
admitted average of between 
250 and 300 sorties (one air- 
craft over one target) every 
day. Not discussed openly, 
however, were the sorties origi- 
nating within Laos against the 
North Vietnamese there. The .... 

B-52 bombings on the Piainc More important than the bil 

The role of American planes , des Jarres are acknowledged lions of dollars are the thou- 

;in Greene’s novel — which took ; but the lesser-known activities, sands of casualties involved. , 
place during the years of offi- of transports and helicopters' V At the Pentagon, the phrase 
cial Washington brinkmanship . belonging to Air America and(/«f(cn heard for the use of 

■in the 1950’s — is recalled again . Continental Air Services, for greater aerial firepower is 

because of the steooed-up air 'the Agency for International 'Jbre-emntiive attack" Troon 
action over Vietnam in the Development and the Central^^,^ £ beenTt 

Sf„ re l d “ Intelligence Agency, also en- along the hundreds of miles of 
.Agnew s visit. And for a more tangle the United States in this , fL rtvi ««._*, t 

important reason now: the re- twilight war. th ° Ho C “‘ “ Trait m Laos 

connaissance, strafine by gun- Despite the announced bomb- . 011 1510 inMfcrateon routes 

ships and high-altitude bomb- ;Ing cutback, about 100,000 tons within Cambodia. To an ex-' 
ing, added together, amount , of bombs are dropped in an tent, reconnaissance and 
not to de-escalation but deeper,, average month. B-52’s take off bombing (n • these "neutral" 
involvement in all the shaky , from Thailand or make the long countries and’ deep across the 
nations that once, made upj ’round-trip flight of over ten border of , North Vietnam have 


fensives against American and 
ARVN positions. 

But the aeriat incursions 
have heightened the military 
dangers. This has happened; 
recently in North Vietnam — 
despite the so-called bombing 
halt in the Hanoi area. Recon- 
naissance plane losses have led, ! 
inevitably, to fighter escorts. 
How much combat Is taking 
place in surface-to-air missile 
and MIG country is not men- 
tioned in official communiques. 
Subject to Interpretation 
Another phrase— Secretary, 
of Defense Laird’s "protective 
reaction” — is subject to a vari- 
ety of interpretations at the 
Pentagon. "If you find out- 
what it means," smiled a vet-. 
; oran pilot of the Vietnam skies, ■ 
"let us know.” ■ He and others 
surmised that it could be 
stretched to mean retaliatory 
strafing and bombing almost! 
anywhere in North Vietnam, 1 
Cambodia and Laos i 

The familiar scenario of the 1 
Vietnam war calls up lines by. 
another Englishman, Lord 
■ Byron, who wrote: "This is 
• the patent age of new inven- 
tions/For killing bodies, and 
for saving souls, /All propa- 
gated with the best intentions." 

HERBERT MITGANG is a mem* 
bar of the editorial board of , 
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Secrecy in Laos 



Having intervened in Vietnam at a 
terrible cost of their young men’s blood, 
the American people watch uneasily as ■ 
part of the secrecy that conceals the 
American role in nearby Laos is torn 
away. 

Only glimpses of the American com- 
mitment in Laos have reached the pub- 
lic, just enough to create widespread 
wariness and suspicion about what is., 
happening there. 

' The few American correspondents who 
have been able to get near the combat 
areas of Laos have sent back reports of 
activities by the Central Intelligence 
Agency that go beyond the role in which 
most, people envisage the^CIA.. — 

The CIA is running a civilian airline in 
Laos called Air America, with which it 
supports an army of Laotian irregulars. 
According to eyewitness reports, the line 
uses C-123 and Caribou transport planes 
“borrowed” from, the U.S, Air Force. 
Their Air Force markings have been 
painted over. 

Correspondents have been forbidden to 
visit secret bases, but have sent back 
reports that Americans In civilian 
' clothes, including former Green Berets, 
seem to be sharing in the fighting. , 


Military and other governmental 
spokesmen in Washington sidestep ques- 
tions about these reports. President Nix- 
on, like Presidents Johnson and Kennedy 
before him, is saying as little as possible , 
about Laos. The statements being made 
in Washington are equivocal, full of se- 
mantic evasions. 

The Laotian fighting is tied to the 
Vietnam war, because the North Viet- 
namese in complete disregard for Lao- 
tian sovereignty bring supplies to the 
Vietnamese front down the Ho Chi Minh 
trail. American air power attacks that i 
supply line, as a protection for U.S. and 
South Vietnamese troops. That role is 
openly admitted and easily justified. 

But how much more are we doing? 
How far is the government ready to go 
in support of the Laotian government led 
by Premier Souvanna Phouma? A com- 
mitment to use American forces in de- 
fense of Laos if the North Vietnamese 
chose to attempt a full-out conquest of. 
that country would draw bitter opposi- 
tion here. 

The American people are entitled to a\ 
frank report. Until they receive it, they 
understandably look upon news about 

Laos with distrust,. 

* . * ‘ . 7 ' .... 
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Greene and Art Buchwald. Our Man of the Hour is .quences of systematically deceiving ^ American . 

General Vang Pao who is rated by American offi- [public about an expanding American military inter , 
cials just behind Alexander the Great, in large part mention which could all too easily fail 
because by Asian military standards he is honest, j You might have thought that having seen the 
which is to say that when we pay him the money j results of the great Vietnam shell game as con- 
for hia men, the men get paid Bnt his men are ducted by the last Administration, the i presen one 
mostly teenaged kids recruited from the tough might have-learncd something about the effect this 
Meo hill tribes and built into an irregular army, can have on public understanding and support. But 
financed, trained, supported, and largely directed no, President Nixon has decreed that he doesnt 
by the Americans (which is another way of saying think “the public interest would be served by any 
the CIA). This supposedly secret operation is a further discussion” of Laos and that apparently is^ 
secret to nobody in Laos. It was conceived as a that. The President will go to Congress if there is 
substitute for the regular armed forces, of the any change contemplated in our military involve- / 

Laotian Government which is supposed to be neu- ment in Laos, Secretary Laird has promised, and y 
tral, and whose army doesn’t fight much, and as a this would be somewhat reassuring were it not for 
counterweight to Communist forces, both imported the fact that our military involvement has changed, 
and homegrown. Van Pao’s army does fight, but significantly, and the President hosn t gone to 
lately it has been doing badly in what pass for. Congress about it, at least publicly, 
battles in the Laotian war but -are really rather! It is all too familiar, including the ratio . 
eccentric skirmishes for places like the Plain of!; are bound by the 1962 Geneva accords which set. 

Jars or Lima Lima or Muong Suoi. These are called! »P a neutral Laotian government, the Adm.mstra- 
strongholds or key towns or vital road junctions ; tion argues privately, and since these accords called 
until they change hands, which they do more or less for the removal of all outside military forces we 
regularly, at which time they turn out to be more cannot discuss what we are now doing in Laos 
like tennis trophies, temporarily held, until the without acknowledging publicly and officially that 
next tournament. / we are violating the accords. The theory is that 

All this is played out against the backdrop of a this would then make it incumbent on the Russians 
psychedelic political power struggle between frac- ! to do something in response, as a matter of pride 
tured Centrists and splintered Neutralists, Rightists ,or prestige or simple geopolitics— and never mind 
and crypto- Communists, which might tell you a that the Communists broke the Geneva agreement 
great deal about the significance of the military [from the day that it was signed. Even assuming 
byplay if you could somehow wrap your mind 'that there is something to this theory, at best it 
around it, and having done that, take it seriously, would only justify a policy of silence; it can not 

” justify the sort of calculated dissembling engaged 

That’s the thing about Laos— it is hard to take jin by Secretary Laird when he was asked the other 
it seriously until suddenly something or somebody ;day on Meet the Press whether American B-52’s 
threatens to upset the delicate equilibrium and the [were used to provide close-in support of Laotian 
whole thing ceases to be a giant put-on and be- troops in the Plain of Jars. “This is quite far from 
comes, or is made to become, a critical element in The Ho Chi Minh trail which the President said we 
the Vietnam equation or a test of strength and were bombing to interdict supplies into South Viet- 
will between us and the Russians, or perhaps us Inam,” the questioner continued, "Does this mean 
and Hanoi. This is what is happening now, as it we have decided to take a role in the Laotian war?” 
happened in 1961 and in 1964 and again last year, This is the nub of it, of course— whether we are 
and it happens, of course, because we are in Viet- bombing in Southern Laos as part of the Vietnam 
nam and because Laos is next door. Wedged in be- interdiction effort, or intervening increasingly in 
tween Red China, Burma, Thailand, and stretching the quite '.separate Laotian civil war in the North, 
alongside the two Vietnams, it is strategic, as an and Mr. Laird’s answer deserves tp be set down, 
infiltration from North Vietnam to the South, and in full: [ 

as an opening Southward for the Communist Chi- First, T would like to say it is not possible to use 1 
neso. It is also a domino, if you accept that image, b- 52 ’s for -close-in support. Any close-in support! 
ready to fall if Vietnam isn’t held upright— al- would have, to be provided by tactical air and of 
though as of now you could argue that It might Z 

fall even if South Vietnam is held up, which could ( United States air power as far as the inter - 
reverse the theory, and make South Vietnam the diction of supplies and material coming into Viet- 
next to go. In any case, we care about Laos for the nam are concerned. The mission of air power, as 

same reason we care about Vietnam, and that is at •; ( or ^ ^ concerned, on the Ho Chi Mnh trail 

T “ “ has been handled by the President of the United 

least understandable. j States and we have used it in connection with the 

What is neither understandable nor defensible, war in Vietnam. We have of course flown recon-; 
in our view, is the way we give expression to our nuisance missions over Laos on a continuing basis. 
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These reconnaissance missions have been accom- 
plished by armed escort. The President has made 
it clear the mission of our air power as far as the . 
war in Vietnam, and that is all that I care to say on 
it at this time, 

; While it would be too much to characterize this, 
as a pack of lies, it is at least a pack of evasions,, 
irrclevancies, semantics and half-truths. B-52’s have 
regularly been used in Vietnam for what could 
reasonably be called “close-in” support — as wit- 
ness their vaunted effectiveness at Khe Sanh. More 
important, there is compelling evidence that they '. 
were used in the recent unsuccessful defense of the . 

Plain of Jars, and this marked a significant step-upj 
in our combat role in Laos. Leaving all that aside, j 
it is nonsense to talk about reconnaisance flights 
with armed escorts when everybody in Laos who' 
cares knows that we are flying about as many pure- 
■and-simple bombing missions in support of our > 
proxy army in the North as we are flying interdic- 1 
tion missions in the South. x 

: , C-M 

The simple fact is that we are deeply involved in 
the Northern war, such as it is, no matter what arm 
of the government pays for it, or provides the mili- 
tary advisers — or what if any uniEorm they wear. ; 

And while, it is easy to laugh about that war, be-j 
clause it never seems to get anywhere, it is just as! 

'easy to make the case that our forces dangerously, 
disturbed a five-year equilibrium by reoccupying 
the Plain of Jars last fall, and thus inviting its re- 
capture in the last few weeks. 

Perhaps it will stop at that. Or perhaps Hanoi 
has hit upon Laos as a new way of squeezing us in 
Vietnam, by raising new anxieties and fresh outcries 
in this country over our whole inter-locking Asian 
policy. In any case, with at least two months of dry 
season ahead, none of the experts in this town are 
prepared to say categorically that the Communist 
forces will not now press on in Northern Laos, 
towards the Mekong or the administrative capital; 

’of Luang Prabang, or to predict what kind of crisis., 
this would provoke, militarily out there; or politi-t 
really here at home. And that in itself is argument 
■enough for something better than the same cld 

shell game... 
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Another Vietnam in Laos? 
Well, hardly yet. There is an 
important distinction between 
the military operations of the 
Nixon administration in Laos 
and those in Vietnam. 

■ If this distinction is not rec- 
ognized then it may as well be 
said that the President of the 
United States is now and here- 
after precluded from effec- 
tively supporting the nations 
of Southeast Asia in resisting 
external aggression. 

This is evidently the basic, 
objective of those in the Unit- 
ed States Senate who now are 
accusing the President of esca- 
lating the war in Laos into 
another Vietnam. 

The distinction between 
'Vietnam and Laos, however, is 
a working demonstration of 
the kind of policy called for by 
i the Nixon Doctrine in lieu of 
■the massive direct interven- 
tion of U.S, forces as in Viet- 
nam. In Laos we are training,' 
equipping and advising a clan- 
destine native army and prob- 
ably giving it air support with- 
out the direct involvement in 
combat of' American ground 
troops. That pattern undoubt- 
edly" would ■ be followed in 


Thailand if the northern insur- 
gency required it. It is the 
developing pattern also in 
Vietnam, where it is called 
Vietnamization. 

Implicit in the gathering 
storm over Laos is the basic 
question of the President’s us- 
ing these methods to preserve 
the political integrity of indc- 
’ pendent governments in Laos, 
Vietnam, Cambodia and Thai- 
land. 

This is well understood in 
Congress. The Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee knows 
what the Nixon administration 
is doing in Laos and why it is 
doing it. The present outburst 
■ arises mainly because a few 
' newspapermen have observed 
■. first hand what the Foreign 
Relations Committee has 
known all along was being 
done in Laos. , 

A visitor to Vientiane as 
long ago as three years could 
readily see that the United 
States was giving military 


American airfields in the 
north of Thailand to Vientiane. 

Investigators for the Foreign 
Relations Committee have 
been supplied with a great 
deal of information by State 
Department personnel on the ■ 
operation in Laos, so much in 
fact that there has been con- 
cern at the White House over 
the leakage of military infor- 
mation that would be of benc- 
fit to the North Vietnamese 
invaders. 

Then why all the fuss? It 
arises because this is consid- 
ered the right time to under- 
mine and reverse President- 
Nixon’s policy in Southeast 
Asia. It finally is coming to be 
realized that Nixon meant it 
when he said the United States 
was not about to “bug out” 
and that he intended to pre- 
serve the independent political, 
integrity of the nations of 
Southeast Asia. 

That is not sufficient for the' 
peace group in the Senate. 
Some of them had thought that 


kjLCHVO irue fc>‘ T ** 4 0 vl *' J kiuiiiv vuvm 

support to the government of Nixon was moving toward a 
Laos. There was no secret /total pull-out, regardless of the 
about it. The CIA was there.\( consequences, as a political 
'American military advisers necessity. Now they see that, 
were there. They also traveled this is not so and they observe 
back and forth between the that mlwtAyhailandand.Laoa, 


the President has committed 
the United States to military 
support of existing govern- 
ments. 

Nixon also is being accused 
of duplicity and of failing to 
hold the confidence of the 
American public by being lit- 
tle franker about his objec- 
tives than President Johnson. 

This only means that In a 
brief time President Nixon 
will take to the air waves 
again to give a fuller explana- 
tion, but no fuller than is al- 
ready known to the Foreign 
Relations Committee, about 
what we are doing in Laos, 
why it is in support of an inde- 
pendent government, why it 
protects our troops in Vietnam ' 
and making it doubly clear, as 
Secretary of Defense Laird al-. 

. ready has, that he has no in- 
dention of committing ground, 
.combat forces. 

If the President does not do 
. this he will merely play into 
the hands of those who say he 
’ is hiding his actions in the 
■same deceptive way as John- 
son. 

It is of even more substance 
that if the President is driven 
off his policy in Laos then he 
y will have retreated from the 
) aims and objectives he has so 
often stated in the Nixon Doc- 
trine. 

But there is no present pros- 
pect that Nixon will be driven 
; off his policy, certainly as long 
■,jas the North Vietnamese irifil- , 

■ tration through Laos to Viet- . 

■ nam continues. 

One other aspect of this j 
matter is important. The Prcs- 
1 ident has assured Congress he . 
' will not send ground troops to 
■j fight in Laos without Congres- 
1 sional oonsent. If this assur- , 
ance is to be taken literally 
the President has gone a step 
farther than his predecessors 
“in recognizing congressional 
? participation in decisions on 
t iuture- military interventions. 


\ 
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The Plain of Jars in northeastern 
Laos derives il3 name from large 
prehistoric stone pottery found on 
the plateau. Last week, several U.S, 
senators were asking if American 
combat troops couldn't he found in 
the area as well. 

The Nixon Administration an- 
swered no. "We have no military 
forces engaged in ground combat in 
Laos," Defense Secretary Melvin R. 
Laird stated as the fighting heated 
up next door to South Vietnam. 
"There lias been no basic change of 
U.S. policy in Laos over the past 
three years." 

- Sen. Charles McC. Mathias .Tr. (R- 
Md), for one, was not convinced,. 
"Laos has become an area for the 
repetition of the mistakes of our 
Vietnamese involvement," he said. 

■ Mathias cited news accounts of 
armed Americans in civilian clothes 
advising Laotian officers, as well as 
, earlier reports which "indicate the 
presence of hundreds of ex-Green 
Berets, described as having joined- 
the Central Intelligence Agency in 
Laos because they are 'fed up with 
having their hands tied in Vietnam.'" 

- Sens. Stuart Symington (D-Mo.), 
Mike Mansfield (D-Mont.), Charles 
H. Percy (R-Ili.), Albert Gore (D- 
Tenn.), John Sherman Cooper (R- 
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Times map by Harlan Kirby 
'or two hours they observed 


"a North Vietnamese 


Plain of Jars 
escalation." 

N. Viet Strength 
r l'he North Vietnamese are be- 
lieved to have about 20,000 men in 
'northern Laos. Another 20,000 are 
reportedly deployed in the area, of 
the Ho Chi Minh trail, which is in 
the southeastern "leg" of the coun- 


American-made planes taking off at 
ihc rate of one a minute, presumab- 
ly to support Royal Laotian troops. 

Then they were spotted and hustled 

Ny.) and J. William Fulhright (D- ofl ; TT „ f ^ . 

Ark.) also criticized the Nixon Despite l ie U.S. support, FMbet 
Administration's reluctance to dis- T-ao guerrillas and North Vie na-, 
cuss the war in Laos. lw«P? captured both lAie-Pl^am 

And not all the dissenters were °/ *J ars an j 1 ♦ airficld-oulpost, ^ „„„ 

Doves. Sen. Robert C. Byrd (D-W. of Muong Soul about 2j miles to the j yjp (nam 

One U.S. expert pointed out that 
there are actually two wars in 

„ , . , . arfi several times during the struggle in progress in Laos. 

>*<*• * ‘rf nt ^ 

No Further Discussion ! cauae * 5S the hub of . m W r 

When asked to discuss the U.S. 111 **• country and affords, a 

rhlc in Laos in detail. Defense and ready approach both to the admlrus- 


Va.) questioned the wisdom of. west. 

"laying American lives on the' line" Jars, which lias changed hands 

in a secret war. He said there 


try bordering North and South 


First there is the battle over the 
Ho Chi Minh trail, which is vital to 
the North Vietnamese for the infil- 
tration of men and supplies— a 
battle therefore related to the 


State Department officials referred trative capital at Vientiane (135 . 'Struggle between the United States 


to President Nixon's statement of miles south) and to the royal capital 
Dec. 8, when he said, "I don't think and religious center at Luang Fra- 
thc public interest would be served bang. 

by any further discussion." Laotian neutralist Premier Sou- 

’ According to U.S. command fig- vanna Phouma called the loss of the 
urea. 36 Americans have been killed 
in the ground war in Laos since 
1062. An American Embassy report 
lists 184 American bomber crewmen 
missing, an increase of almost 30- 
oincc the last report in December, 

1 960. 

-The reports of armed American 
civilians in Laos were made by three 
reporters, who left n U.S. guided 
tour of an area on the plain and 
hitchhiked 18 miles to the long- 
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and South Vietnam and North 
Vietnam. 

The second war, which Is- being 
fought in northern Laos, has a 
different, and older history, in an 
area once described by a diplomat as 
"hopeless hut not critical." 

Today, a growing number of 
senators are, however, concerned 
that "Vietnamization" ■ of the wa,r 
might some day be replaced by 
"Laosization." . ■ » 
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sate Showdown With 
Nixon Over Laos Nears 

Foreign Relations Committee Wants to 
Turn Spotlight on Not-So-Sccret War 


BY 

WASHINGTON — 

•five months of quiet 
m i s h i n g. the Senate. 
Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee is approaching a 
confrontation w i t'h t h c 
Nixon A d ministration 
over the secret U.S. in- 
volvement in the not-so- 
sccrct war in Laos. 

The issue is simple: llow 
much should the Ameri- 
can public be permitted to 
know about U.S. activities 
in the little Southeast Asia 
kingdom that borders on 
Vietnam? 

Essentially nothing, 
the view of the Adminis- 
tration. Essentially every- 


JOIIN II. AVER ILL ■ . 

Tlmci SMII VVrilir " U 

on the: Administration. 

%kir- Takin S notc of tllc 
stepped-up warfare, in 

Laos. Symington told the 
Senate that his subcom- 
mittee had the "full story 
. . . and (be whole history 
of fighting in Luos." 

Other Demands 
Demands for an Admi- 
nistration accounting on 
Laos were expressed by 
ntlicr subcommittee mem- 
bers, including Senate Ma-! 
: iorily Leader Mike Mans- ( 
field (D-Mont.) and Sen. J. 
W i 1 1 i a m Fulbright (D- 1 
Ark.), chairman of the i 
,' n | parent Foreign Relations j 
Committee, ; 

While there may be 


majority of tbc committee 
The committee, through 
its subcommittee on U.S. 
security agreements and 
commitment!? abroad, feels 
it lias a fairly accurate and 
comprehensive account of 
just w h a l the United 
States is doing in Laos. 


But. the Administration ' on Vietnam last Nov. 3 has 
is trying to keep the ac- been repeatedly recalled 

in recent days. 

"I believe," Mr 


count suppressed. 

Closed-Door Hearings 
The subcommittee, 
beaded by Sen. Stuart 
Symington (D-Mo.), con- 


ducted ejosed-door hem- -many Americans ^ nc '“J 
lues on Laos lari. October, confidence in wl at l he 

questioning U.S. diplo- government has told hem 
* . 4 , rihnn l aiii* nnnrv. Tnn 

irat?, military men and 
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ccs opposing (he Commu- 
nist Pathet Lao and North 
Vietnamese forces now on 
the offensive in Laos. 

Although the Adminis- 
tration insists there arc no 
U.S. ground combat forces 
in Laos, there have been 
press reports of former 
Green Reids of the U.S. 
Army's Special Forces and 
of American CIA agents 


using subcommittee inves- 
tigators as witnesses. Tins . 
device, through cureful 
questioning, could bring 
most of the information in 
Hie still-secret transcript 
out into the open. 

However, the subcom- 
mittee's most potent wea- 
pon is the Administra- 
tion's awareness of the- 
unhappiness m 


s I /trowing , . , 

■vi / Congress, particularism j 


thing, in the view of a sonic question as to how ! 

much effect Senate 
speeches have on the Ad*' 
ministration, several sena- 
tors feel President Nixon 
can’t ignore them without 
a risk to his credibility. 

For instance a statement, 1 
by the President in hisj 
televised talk to the nation 


Nixon 

said then, "that one of the 
reasons for the deep divi- 
sion about Vietnam is that 


others who have an inti- 
mate knowledge of what is 
going on. 

Ever since then, the 
'subcommittee has been 
'trying to get Stale Dcparl- 
m c n t clearance of the 
hearing transcript so it 
ran be made public. Thus 
far. the department has 
cleared only what the 
.subcommittee regards as 


about our policy. T It c 
American people cannot 
and should not be asked to 
support a policy which 
involves the overriding 
issues of war and peace 
unless they know the 
truth about that policy." 

Thus far, the I resident-^ would be extremely 
has refused - to discuss rfh ( c , ant to tnkc BUch 4 
what this country is doing 
in Laos beyond acknow- 


working as civilian advl-* vwlfti — , , 

sors to tbc Laotian army, the Senate, over U-S. mm* 

By week's end there j tary involvement in Asia, 
were some Indications 
that the Senate pressure i . 
was having an impact on 
the Administration. 

"This, matter is being , 
taken very seriously 1 
throughout the executive, 
branch," a high Adminis- 
tration source said in re- 
ference to the dispute over 
clearance of the Svming- ' 
ton subcommittee Laotian ; 
transcript. ."There is a ! 
possibility that v there will i ! 

be some give by the Admi- j 
mstralion.” ‘ 

A 1 1 h ougli Symington : 
continues to profess opti- \ 
niism that a satisfactory i 
accord can be reached j 
over the transcript, his . 
subcommittee has dis- 
cussed options open to it if 
the present impasse con* . .. 

Unites. ■ 

Fulbright, in an inter- 
view, said one alternative 
would be for the subconi- 
m i 1 1 e e to publish the 
transcript without clea- 
rance, a course recently 
threatened by Mansfield. 

1-1 o w e v e r, both Ful- 
bright and Mansfield seid 


lodging there has been 


step because the subcom- 
mittee needs Administra- 
tion cooperation on its 


relatively inconsequential bombing of that poilionoi U p Com j n g inquiry into 1 
aspects of the transcript, f, 0 , ^.'ctnarn s Jlo Liu y g commitments in Eu- 

* . • d in h n t*r» *1 llinl . 


The denari ment has re- Mmh Trail that passes 
fused to clear the rest on through Laos, 
grounds of national securi- : Aerial Assistance 

t>*-_ . .... Yet there have been 


rope. 

A more likely 
live would be 
subcommittee to 


altcrna- 
for the 
conduct 
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Laotian government for* 
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Laos 2: 
Fear Test 
Of the 
Nixon 
Doctrine 


WASHINGTON — A flash of ; 
anxiety over the possibility of a 
crisis in Laos streaked through" 
Washington last week as the Ad- 
ministration feared an early test 
of the new Nixon Doctrine. Mem- 
bers of Congress expressed con- ' 
cern that the United States 
would be engaged in a wider war 
In Southeast Asia. And intelli- 
gence analysts were puzzled by 
North Vietnamese intentions. 

The apprehension spread al- 
most in direct proportion to the 
speed with which th North Viet- 
namese swept across the Plaine 
des Jarres in central Laos. But 
there were varying degrees of 
tension, here. A skeptic, who 
admitted he was more nervous 
than a few weeks ago, none- 
theless argued: “Laos has been 
; going down the drain for eight 
or nine years. This is nothing 
different." Others took a wait 
and see attitude, hoping that 
the North Vietnamese didn’t 
really want an escalation in 
Laos. Still others were alarmed; 
They pointed to the build-up of 
North Vietnamese forces, which 
were larger than ever before, 
the more belligerent tone of 
Hanoi’s propaganda, and the ex- 
tensive use of American air 
power. Said an official who 
called himself an informed by- . 
stander. “I’m sick about the 
whole thing.” 

An assessment by Admiral 
John S, McCain, American com- 
mander in the Pacific,, was one 
with. which a State Department 
spokesman said he could, not 


, quarrel. Admiral McCain was 
quoted in Saigon as having said 
that the enemy "continues to 
conduct the most determined ag- 
gressive campaign in Laos since 
the 1962. Geneva accords. The 
present deteriorating situation is 
of serious concern to us.” 

Several Senators, led by 
Charles McC. Mathias Jr., Re- 
publican of Maryland, were out- 
spokenly critical. last week of 
the Administration's policy in 
Laos. Senator Mathias charged 
that the Administration was 
turning Laos into “an arena for 
•Othe repetition of the mistakes of 
our Vietnamese involvement.” 
Senator Mike Mansfield, the 
Democratic majority leader from 
Montana, asserted that if the La- 
otian ^conflict intensified, “all the 
plans for Vietnamization and all 
else will go down the drain, and 
we will find ourselves in a most 
difficult and dangerous situa- 
tion.” 

Over the years, the North 
Vietnamese have evolved three 
objectives in Laos. The first and 
most pressing has been to pro- 
tect the Ho Chi Minh trail in 
eastern Laos, down which -men 
and supplies move to the war 
in South Vietnam. Some offi- 
cials here contended that the 
North Vietnamese offensive was 
limited to forcing the clandestine, 
American-backed army of Maj. . 
Gen Vang Pao in the Plaine 
des Jarres region back to where 
it started before last’ summer’s 
thrust across the plain toward 
the Ho Chi Minh trail. 

The second and longer-range 
objective has been to overthrow 
the Government of Premier Sou- 


“We cannot let 
Laos fall to the 
Communists even if 
we have to fight.” 

Dwight D. Eisenhower , 
Dec. 31 ,1960 


vanna Phouma and to put into 
power a regime subject to Ha- 
noi’s with Other officials here 
were increasingly inclined to the 
belief that the North Vietnam- 


“Laos is far away 
from America, but 
the world is small . . . 
The security of all 
Southeast Asia will 
be endangered if 
Laos loses its neutral 
independence.” 

John F . Kennedy, 

March 23, 1961 


esc now intend to destroy the 
clandestine army, which has 
been reportedly trained and fi- 
nanced by the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency. The loss of the 
clandestine army would put the 
North Vietnamese in a position 
to overrun all of Laos. 

The third and ultimate North 
Vietnamese objective, in the view 
of many officials here, has been 
to establish in Laos a base for 
infiltration and subversion into 
Thailand. 

By the end of the week, 
sources with access to intelli- 
gence estimates said they did 
not know whether the North 
Vietnamese would be satisfied to 
stop where they were now, or 
strike on. But most analysts 
agreed that the next few weeks 
.-—or even days — would produce 
a better indication of the North 
Vietnamese intentions. 

In the offing is the question of 
whether the Administration will 
adhere to the Nixon Doctrine of 
not allowing the United States 
to become entangled in a wider 
land war in Asia, or to act to 
prevent the fall of Laos on the 
ground that it is vital to the se- 
curity of American interests In 
South Vietnam . and .Thailand. ; 
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? U.S. Officials Study 
Remarks About Laos 


By Murrey Marcler 

Washington Post Stuff Writer 


North Vietnamese Foreign 
| Minister Nguyen Duy Trinh ' 
charged the United States 
iwlth intensifying the war in 
: Laos In a rare interview with 
; a visiting American newsman 1 
,that was released yesterday. 

. Apart from the special cm- 
;phasis on Laos, there were no 
■immediately apparent new in- 
. gredients in the Interview re- 1 
ported by Daniel DeLuce of 
the Associated Press. To diplo- 
matic observers what Trinh ; 
said looked like a very famil- 
iar restatement of Hanoi’s '• 
terms for ending the war that 1 
;have been repeated for • 
months in the stalemated ' 
.Paris peace talks. 

. U.S. officials will bo scrutl- * 
nizing the interview, however, 
to determino if there are any j 
other shadings of significance , 
in It. | 

i Trinh, by his charge that the , 
United States has intensified ( 
,thc war in Laos with the use 
of "massive B52 bombings, "I 
■added to a newly expanding,* 
Hanoi tliemc which is raising . 
questions In Washington about 
Communist intentions in Laos/ 
It suggests that Hanoi is 
•implying that its capacity to; 
keep the Laotian conflict! 
going can frustrate U.S, at- 
tempts to disengage from the] 
tm^dA^litrwggl.e^.by.. ryie V 


namizlng’’ the war in South 
Vietnam. 

Newsman DeLuce reported 
that Trinh spent a considera- 
ble time discussing the report- 
er’s question about the possi- 
bility of a standstill cease-fire 
in South Vietnam. But De- 
Luce’s account did not show 
that Trinh himself ever used 
the term ’’cease-fire.’’ 

Instead, as reported, Trinh 
was quoted as replying clliptl- 
eally to the ccasc-firo question 1 
by saying that the Communist 
side’s, standard 10-point peace 
plan provides for reaching 
agreement "on revelant qucs- : 
tions,” the most important be-’ 
ing “tho withdrawal of all 1 
troops.” I 

The American-South Vlct-j 
nnmese position calls for tho; 
withdrawal of all non-South] 
Vietnamese forces, meaning! 
tho recall of North Vietnam-- 
ese as well as American and 
other allied troops..^,, 
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Corruption 
In Laos Aid 


Reported 


ST. LOUIS, Feb. 28 (AP)— 
Reports that corruption is si- 
phoning off rice and American' 
money In Laos have been, 
reaching senators investiga- 
ting U.S. involvement in Laos, 

. the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 
said in its Sunday editions, 

1 An article by contributing 
editor Marquis W. Childs said / 
one report indicate \ Central V 
Intelligence Agency pay for 
mercenaries in Laos was being 
diverted to the pockets of re- 
cruiters. 

Another involved reports, 
jthe newspaper said, about rice 
— intended for Laotian forces, 
itheir families and Meo tribes- 
:mert — which may have ended 
;up on the South Vietnamese 
black market. 

• “Information provided by a 
’foreign intelligence network 
l . , indicates that only a frac- 
tion of the Laotian soldiers 
organized by the CIA took 
ipart in the defense of the 
iPlain of Jars in a recent at- 
tack by the North Vietnam- 
jese,” the newspaper article 
'said. ' 

“Because these were merce- 
|narles whose pay went to vil- 
lage chiefs, the conclusion of 
the intelligence source was' 

I that fairly large sums were 
'pocketed by the Laotian re- 
cruiters rather than paid to in- 
dividuals to fight,” 

The article said an Amcri- 
e a n officer responsible for , 
supplying rice to government 
'troops told Sen. J. William 
Fuibrlght (D-Ark,), “he was 
convinced that a large part of 
the thousands of tons of rice 
for the Lao forces, their fam- 
ilies and for the Meo tribes- 
men who also ore part of the 
fighting force, was going into 
the black market In South 
Vietnam," the newspaper said. 
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By TAMMY AKllUCKLti 

Star Special Writer 

VIENTIANE - A policy 
aimed at preventing press cov- 
erage of the war in Laos, pre- 
sumably in order to hide 
American involvement, is 
being followed by Laotian and 
U.S. officials. 

Under the policy, reporters 
are prevented from reaching 
the area in Laos where most 
of the American involvement 
is occurring, Northeastern 
Military Region II. 

It is fairly easy to keep 
reporters out because of the 
nature of the terrain in Laos 
and the lack of any transporta- 
tion not under the control of 
the American Embassy. 

Most of Laos consists of jun- 
gle-covered mountains with 
lew roads. What roads exist 
are rudimentary and virtually 
impassable during the mon- 
soon season between May and 
October. At other times of the: 
year, the roads are subject to 
ambush and harassment by 
pro-Communist Pathet Lao. 

Fly or Walk 

A reporter either can fly or 
walk in the jungle.To fly, he 
needs a plane or helicopter, 
and planes and helicopters arc' 
under U. S. control even 
though ostensibly belonging to 
private airlines. 

It is possible to walk, but it’s 
a big country. And a reporter 
who starts out walking is often 
picked up by cither Laotian 
troops or armed American ci- 
vilians. 

Almost all planes going to 
the combat areas arc light air- 
craft or transports belonging 
to Air America or Continental 
Airways, private companies 
under simultaneous charter to 
the Central Intelligence Agen- 
icy and the Agency for Interna- 
tional Development. 

Before one can board a 
plane, combat area clearance 
is needed from the U. S. Em- 
bassy, and this clearance is 
. not given. 

Other Charters 


pass the buck to the Lao de- 
fense ministry. The ministry, t 
headed by Premier Souvanna 
Phouma, seldom grants per- i 
mission. It says, quite accu- 1 
rately, that the Laotians lack | 
transport facilities. 



Again, clearance is not giv-i sheeting, Americans disgusted: ■’ 
en, although embassy officials with the whole system said 
never flatly refuse clearance. ' during interviews. 

Hut by not granting clearance, . The alternative to a journal- 
they assure the helicopters ist covering the Lao war is to 
won’t fly with reporters in walk in the forest, but this po- 
them. ! s ps problems of dodging hos- 

Similarly, a reporter rarely 1 tile tribesmen, booby traps, 
receives an outright “no” 'mines, friendly bombing and; 
from the embassy when he re- j ambushes, 
quests permission to board a On one such occasion, after' 
plane. Embassy tactics in- j narrowly missing a Commu*, / 
elude saying that aircraft arc ,nist ambush which killed four v 
“not available” or "not going , Laotians and walking three 
to that area” or “overloaded.” 'days, I was detained for three 
The excuses are seldom found days in open arrest and re- 
to be true. .leased only on an order from., 

Another embassy tactic is to Premier Souvanna Phouma. I 

Travel is not the only prob- , 
lem for reporters covering the t 
Lao war. Even in background ■ 
briefings, U.S. officials and " 
military will not discuss ; 

, American bombing or ground ■ 
k aptivitir's • 1 

Disappearing Americans ‘ > 

Central Intelligence Agency/ " Encmy Numbcr 1 ” i 
employes and American mili- These CIA people consider';’ 
tary are warned that if a: 1 the American public as enemy \ 
correspondent does show up in number one, I think even t 
their area, they are to disap- worse than Hanoi,” an Ameri* ‘ 
pear. can staffer here said. • i 

"You should have seen this The U.S. is thought by many ■ 
place empty when they heard Americans Here to have a 
the press was coming,” an good case for what is a very t 
American said while relating small U.S. involvement com-, 
one such incident. pared to the large-scale inter- 

Lao Gen. Bounphone Maha- vention by Hanoi. , 

parak, South Laos tactical 1 Secrecy, some officials here j 
zone commander, said “if we fear, can only cause the U.S. ? 
let you go somewhere, the public, unaware of the facts/ 
Americans will stop their op- to call for total U.S. disen-, ; 
erations till you leave. Militar- gagement. ’J 

ily we cannot afford to let High-ranking Lao officials J 
, that happen.” are aware of this and fear it ; 

A favorite embassy gambit could be the death knell of ' 
when press or U.S. domestic their 16-year-old nation. They 1 
political pressure becomes too privately say they hope Sou- * 
great is to organize a trip for vanna Phouma will change in-i 
all the press corps, permitting formation policies. 

, only one day in the field. Meanwhile, a war goes on. > 

During a press trip of this According to the lists of pen- 
nature last week to Sam sions being paid by the Lao- . 
Thong, close to Long Chicn, tian government, it is a war ' 1 
U.S. headquarters in Military; that is taking Laotian lives at.. 
Region II, an American off!- ; a rate of 300 a month, 
cial candidly admitted, “Some- ’ “ * * 
body in Vietiane asked if I 
wanted to close up my opera-’ 
tion for the day because you> 

1 guys were around.” 

! He wouldn’t divulge who 
: "somebody in Vientiane” was. j 
I During the brief stay in Sam I 
Thong, a voice over the inter- 
com system asked if "our visi-.i 
tors are gone yet?” 1 
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Jets Rerouted 


A private American compa- 
ny, Bird & Son, also operates whenever press trips arc ar- 
hehcopters for charter, but ranged, U.S. jets are rerouted, 
also says it requires clear- ground advisers take a day off 
ance from the United States an( j Air America carries lnno- 

Embassy b/ ,f "''" ♦ ot,nn -—■ * * 

porters anywl 
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Does that sound familiar ? 


, From FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW, Hong Kong 

The continuing conflict in Laos sporadically produces a rash of head- 
lines in the U.S. press which are quickly forgotten. Some time ago, 
for instance, Senator J. W. Fulbright questioned America's ten-year 
involvement in Laos, but after some fulmination the issue faded. 
Arnold Abrams, a seasoned correspondent now writing for Hong 
Kong’s highly respected Far Eastern Economic Review, raises the 
question anew with a sweeping and ominous examination of the un- 
publicized battles now taking place in the Laotian underbrush. No, 
U.S. officials assured Abrams, America seeks no wider war in Laos, 
. . . and the writer was reminded of other words in other places . . . 



D ESPITE BLITHE denials and 
bland interpretations by Vien- 
tiane officials, the war in Laos 
may be entering a decisive phase. 
U.S. Embassy officials insist — in 
private — that the decade-long ■ 
struggle here is still an American 
"holding operation," a lowkcy ef- 
fort with limited objectives. But 
intensified fighting in the last 
six months may have triggered 
an escalatory cycle leading to an- 
other face-off between Washing- . 
ton and Hanoi. Government forces 
now wait anxiously to learn what 
post-dated price tag will be put on 
their late-summer offensive which 
pushed the enemy off the Plain 
of Jars for the first time in five 
years. However, thrusts by com- 
munist forces in other areas have 
to some extent dampened the 
government’s success. 

The expected enemy thrust • 
could force a crucial decision on 
Washington: whether or not to 
increase American involvement 
in Laos when standing fast might 1 
be tantamount to backing off. An 
American plunge into another 
Asian quagmire is almost un- 
thinkable at present, but Richard • 
Nixon's willingness to concede . 
control of a contested country to 
communist forces is equally hard • 
to envision. U.S. policymakers 
had been hoping to avoid such a 
decision by keeping this conflict 
stalemated until a Vietnam settle- 
ment, involving Laos, could be 


reached. They managed that un- 
til last June, when a turnabout 
in enemy tactics drastically 
changed the course of this war. 
Now, with no Vietnam settlement 
in sight, time may be running 
out on American hopes in Laos. 

Last June’s enemy assault In- 
volved an estimated seven North 
Vietnamese battalions in a suc- 
cessful four-day siege against the 
government outpost of Muong 
Soul, straddling the Plain of Jars' 
western edge, 

Moreover, the North Vietnam- 
ese didn’t stop at Muong Soul. 


They pushed I 
ering road links to the royal capi- 
tal and probing at Long Cheng, 
northern nerve center of the CIA / 
and operations base for General 
Vang Pao’s so-called secret army. 

The enemy’s slcamrolling drive 
shattered the morale of govern- 
ment forces and brought U.S. and 
Laotian officials to the verge of 
despair. In late summer the 
shaken officials decided to hit 
back hard. A secrecy-shrouded 
counter-offensive was launched, 
marked by fierce American aerial 
pounding and increased Ameri- 
can logistical support. The gov- ' 
ernment won back Muong Soui, . ' 

; regained the Plain of Jars. 

Vientiane officials now try to 
play down the late-summer action, / ■ 
particularly the Americans’ role. 
They talk of government troops 
■’waltzing in” to the Plain of Jars, ■ 
finding that the North Vietnam- 
ese had abandoned it, leaving be- . 
hind large amounts of supplies. 

0 These officials have no evi- 
dence to support that theory. ' 
Moreover, when pressed in a pri- . 



•®PV . . 


From KAMOUJA, ftmom-Ptim 




Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R0007000500p1-2 



